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Administrative 
Services 
UTMSI Fares Well in the 84th 
Legislature
The University of Texas Marine Science 

Institute fared very well in the 84th 

Legislature, receiving $1,000,000 in 

additional “Special Item Support” over 

the biennium. Chairman Todd Hunter 

requested the additional support 

be added to House Bill 1 (HB1).  

$2,850,000 was also included in HB1 

as an “Exceptional Item Request” by 

Dean Linda Hicke and Dean Dean 

Appling for the Institute’s boat basin 

repair. As the budget moved through 

its stages, Chairman Hunter made 

sure the increases were included in the 

final joint budget approved by House 

and Senate.  The final version included 

the boat basin repair in the UT Special 

Item Support for FY16. Several of our 

Advisory Council Members made 

a special trip to Austin early in the 

session to meet with Chairman 

Hunter and other key members of 

the Texas legislature.   All those very 

important meetings were arranged by 

one of our Marine Science Advisory 

Council Members, J McCartt.  When 

Advisory Council passion is coupled 

with Chairman Hunter’s commitment 

it spells success.  A very special thank 

you to Chairman Hunter for his hard 

work.  We also appreciate all the time 

his staff devoted to UTMSI and are 

indebted and grateful to J who stayed 

involved and kept us abreast of the 

day-to-day developments as the 

session progressed.  

Where We’ve Been
 o In March, several researchers 

attended and presented at the 

Advancing the Science of Limnology 

and Oceanography Conference in 

Granda, Spain; Endocrine Society 

97th Meeting in San Diego, California; 

American Chemical Society Meeting 

in Denver, Colorado; and the Benthic 

Ecology Meeting in Quebec City, 

Canada. UTMSI Director and staff 

also attended meetings and federal 

legislative visits in Washington, 

District of Columbia. Several faculty 

participated in workshops for a 

National Science Foundation project 

in Moscow and Rostov, Russia and 

a science related workshop in Cape 

Town, South Africa. Dr. Mark McCarthy 

and Kaijun Lu also conducted research 

in Taihu Lake, China. 
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UTMSI receives support from the 84th 
Texas Legislature. Credit: Patrick Gensel.

Credit: Ken Dunton
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 o Continued, in March... 

Dr. Lee Fuiman attended an 

editorial board meeting for 

the Biology Letters Journal in 

London, England.

 o In April, Dr. Brad Erisman 

and Erin Reed participated 

in fisheries data research in 

El Golfo, Mexico and Dr. Wayne 

Gardner attended a workshop addressing the problem of 

harmful algal blooms in Bowling Green, Ohio.

 o In May, several researchers attended meetings for 

the Ecosystem Services Summit in Wells, Maine; Annual 

Southern Association of Marine Laboratories Meeting in 

Williamsburg, Virginia; and the Hanna Shoal Synthesis 

Meeting in Lost Pines, Texas. Researchers also conducted 

research on a cruise in the Northern Gulf of Mexico and on 

spawning aggregations in the Gulf of California. 

Faculty Facts
Committees & Honors

 o Ed Buskey will host Big 12 Faculty Fellow Dr. Joe Kuehl 

this summer. Dr. Kuehl is an assistant professor at Baylor 

University in the School of Engineering and Computer 

Science.

Note-worthy Manuscripts & Reports
Abundance Flourishes In Hanna Shoal 
Ken Dunton, a professor at The University of Texas Marine 

Science Institute and the lead scientist of the Hanna Shoal 

Ecosystem Team, recently published an article on what’s 

unique about the newly preserved area. “Hanna Shoal: 

An Integrative Study of a High Arctic Marine Ecosystem” 

appears in May’s edition of ECO magazine. Dunton and 

his research team have recorded a vibrant community 

of wildlife around Hanna Shoal that supports a diverse 

number of animals including walruses and whales. The 

magazine article provides background information on 

the scientist’s research and explains why this particular 

area has so much life thriving on the seabed and in the 

water column beneath melting ice. “For decades, arctic 

oceanographers have been aware of the Hanna Shoal’s 

unique biological significance, and its importance as a 

feeding ground for marine mammals,” Dunton stated.

Gulf Of Mexico Ecosystems Intimately Tied To 
Climate 

An article in the journal Global Change Biology released 

in March reported the results of an analysis that looked 

at over 100 indicators representing physical, biological 

and economic aspects of the Gulf of Mexico over the last 

three decades. The scientists, a research team led by 

the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration,  

including Dr. Bryan Black from The University of Texas 

Marine Science Institute, found that the large-scale shift 

was primarily related to climate. The ecosystem shift 

affected animals throughout the food chain, from plankton 

to sharks. Coupled with the ecosystem shift were changes 

in human activities – such as declines in commercial and 

recreational fishing effort. Many of the animals responsible 

for driving the community shift were unmanaged fish 

populations with short lifespans. Researchers discovered 

that the primary cause for the large ecosystem shift was 

the Atlantic Multidecadal Oscillation (AMO). The AMO is a 

measure of sea surface temperature in the North Atlantic 

and is adjusted to remove trends in human-forced warming. 
A collage of animals found on the bottom of the Hanna Shoal. 
Image includes sea anenomes, isopods (roly poly cousins), 
brittle stars, sea stars, clams, and more. Credit: Steve Crawford.

http://digital.ecomagazine.com/publication/?i=254898&p=24
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The AMO is a big player in determining oceanographic 

conditions. It has been shown to have an influence on North 

Atlantic fisheries since the early 1900s, but the AMO has 

rarely been looked at in the Gulf of Mexico as an influence 

on fisheries. The majority of the change to fisheries and 

ecosystems caused by the AMO are believed to be a result 

of its effect on temperature, freshwater inputs and flow of 

currents through the Gulf of Mexico. The warm phase of the 

AMO is associated with increases in the ‘Dead Zone’ off the 

coast of Louisiana and decreases in plankton abundance. 

These findings are important because decision-makers 

involved with Gulf of Mexico fisheries need to consider 

and understand the larger impact of climate variability.

Researchers Assess Sustainability In Baja Fisheries
The waters of Baja California Sur are both ecosystems and 

fisheries where human needs meet nature. In a new study 

in the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, 

researchers assessed the capacity to achieve sustainability 

by applying a framework that accounts for both ecological 

and human dimensions of environmental stewardship. 

A new paper by Dr. Brad Erisman and colleagues used a 

multi-disciplinary approach to complete a comprehensive 

analysis that integrated a variety of data related to coupled 

human-natural systems. The scientists gathered data on 13 

social and ecological variables for each of 12 regions around 

Baja California Sur and developed a profile of sustainability 

potential for each region. What became clear is that each 

region’s profile is quite different, suggesting that the 

most effective policies for achieving sustainability will be 

ones tailored to shore up each area’s weaknesses without 

undermining its strengths, the authors wrote.

Research Unveils – It’s More Than A Drop In The Bucket
It’s the 5-year anniversary of the Deep Water Horizon oil 

spill. Researchers from The University of Texas Marine 

Science Institute have been studying the effects of oil and 

dispersants with major funding from the independently-

reviewed Gulf of Mexico Research Initiative. Dr. Ed Buskey 

is the lead researcher for a consortium formed to study the 

Dispersion Research on Oil: Physics and Plankton Studies 

(DROPPS). The Gulf of Mexico Research Initiative recently 

renewed support for this consortium to the tune of $9.2 

million. Some of their more unexpected outcomes include 

discovering that application of dispersants can increase 

the amount of oil that is aerosolized, which means that the 

drops of oil are small enough to float in the air. They also 

found that wave action and rain can greatly increase the 

amount of aerosolized oil from surface slicks. No one has 

looked at the effect of rain before and it is very exciting to 

be at the forefront of this discovery, Dr. Buskey said. 

Finding Soul Mates in the Ocean: “Special Feature” 
Fish and other marine animals don’t have the luxury 

of match.com and scientists are still intrigued at how 

populations can connect over the wide and immense 

space of our oceans. Scientists from The University of 

Texas Marine Science Institute, Drs. Benjamin Walther 

and Lee Fuiman, as well as Dr. Pablo Munguia from The 

Dawn at Agua Verde: More than 9,000 small-scale fishers 
make their living on the waters off Baja California Sur. The best 
approach to policy considers many interests. Credit: Heather 
Leslie, Brown University.

The impact of rain drops on the surface oil film has not been 
studied extensively. Our research discovered that rain drops 
can breakup oil film to sub-surface droplets and create airborne 
oil droplets. Credit: David Murphy, Johns Hopkins University.
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University of Adelaide felt that how marine animals move 

deserved more attention. They invited colleagues from 

across the world to report on various aspects of migration, 

dispersal and habitat use in the ocean by animals ranging 

from amphipods to whale sharks for a Special Feature of 

the journal Biology Letters, entitled “Frontiers in Marine 

Movement Ecology: Mechanisms and Consequences of 

Migration and Dispersal in Marine Habitats.”

New Funding Received Since March
(Primary funding organization in parenthesis)

 o Tracing the fate of oil after the Houston Ship Channel 

oil spill – Zhanfei Liu (UT-Special Research Grant)

 o Composting toilets for the Fennessey Ranch: 

Expanding educational opportunities – Katie 

Swanson (NOAA)

 o Ecological Impacts of Oil and Gas Inputs to the Gulf 

(ECOGIG-2) – Tracy Villareal (University of Georgia)

 o Progesterone regulation of human vascular 

smooth much relaxation – Peter Thomas (Morris L. 

Lichtenstein Jr. Medical Research Foundation)

External Affairs
Texas Parks and Wildlife Foundation Honors Ben 
Vaughan III 
On March 30th the Texas Parks and Wildlife Foundation 

(TPWF) celebrated the achievements of great Texas 

conservationists, Ben F. Vaughan, III and Joe McBride, with 

an induction into the TPWF Hall of Fame. The University 

of Texas Marine Science Institute and its Marine Science 

Advisory Council are honored to have Ben Vaughan, III 

as one of its members and past chair. No one is more 

deserving to be recognized as a champion for conservation 

than Ben. His steadfast and persistent efforts continue to 

make significant contributions to sustaining our bays and 

fisheries for future generations.   

Other Meetings of Note
 o Visit from Windy Tochihara and Merit McCrea, with 

the new Coastal Conservation Association - California

 o Port Aransas Days at the Texas Capital

 o Coastal Conservation Association and Saltwater 

Fisheries Enhancement Association Banquets

 o Presentation to Corpus Christi Rotary Club 

A school of yellow-tailed goatfish (Mulloidichthys flavolineatus). 
New findings help scientist understand how fish populations 
such as these migrate and disperse across the ocean. Credit: 
Dwayne Meadows, NOAA/NMFS/OPR.

UTMSI Marine Science Advisory Council Member, Ben F. 
Vaughan III, is inducted into the Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Foundation Hall of fame. Credit: Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Foundation.

Director, Dr. Bob 
Dickey, spoke to 

the Rotary Club of 
Corpus Christi about 

UTMSI programs and 
activities.

http://rsbl.royalsocietypublishing.org/content/11/5/20150146
http://rsbl.royalsocietypublishing.org/content/11/5/20150146
http://rsbl.royalsocietypublishing.org/content/11/5/20150146
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Georgia Neblett (front left) represents UTMSI at Port Aransas 
Days in the Texas capital.  Pictured with (left to right) David 
Parsons, Mayor Keith McMullin, Ann Bracher Vaughan, 
Chairman of Calendars Committee Honorable Todd Hunter, 
Beverly Moorhouse, Greg Smith, and Luis Buentello.  Credit: 
Port Aransas Chamber of Commerce.

Around Campus 
Tackling Invasive Plants with Trailers, Backhoes and 
People Power
The beach area adjacent to the South Jetty got a 

makeover when UTMSI staff and volunteers with the 

Texas Gulf Region Cooperative Weed Management Area 

made a substantial effort to rid the area of the invasive 

Brazilian peppertree. Twenty volunteers from the local 

community and organizations removed 15 trailer loads of 

Brazilian peppertree. This thick shrub/tree is prevalent in 

Nueces County and along the Texas coast, and has been 

identified as an invasive species by the U.S. Department 

of Agriculture. 

Turn Up the Heat
The new kitchen, dining area, and laundry in Dormitory 

B is ready for arriving students.  This was entirely a self-

help project by the UTMSI Technical Trades Staff, and 

it included replacing the siding on the entire building, 

repairing old, deteriorated flashing under the front porch, 

installation of a subsurface drain system to prevent 

flooding (that passed testing by Mother Nature in May), 

and a new air conditioning system for the entire building. 

The renovation has turned a garage into a comfortable 

space for students to relax and prepare meals. 

New Instrumentation
The third floor of the Estuarine Research Center is getting 

its first laboratory - an isotope and mass spectrometer 

Participants from the community and local organizations tackle 
the invasive Brazilian peppertree. Credit: Katie Swanson.

Student Mark Lopez ‘tests’ the coffee pot in the new kitchen 
that was constructed in Dormitory B to accommodate 
undergraduate students. 
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facility funded by Dr. Jim McClelland’s grant from the 

National Science Foundation. UTMSI maintenance has 

been busy getting the space ready. The steel framing is in 

place, electrical and data wiring is finishing up, casework 

is scheduled to arrive in mid-June, and it should be ready 

for use by the end of the year.

STUFF…got beach toys?  
The Graduate Student Association now has a new storage 

facility next to the Beach Street Apartments thanks to 

the carpenter crew. It is bigger, better, and longer-lived 

than the store-bought one it replaces.

ARK Facilities Facelift Underway
The UTMSI is constructing a new enclosure to house non-

releasable and recovering pelicans, and other seabirds in 

the Animal Rehabilitation Keep (ARK). Additional repairs 

and renovations to the ARK will include: new concrete 

flooring around the ‘Barnacle Bill’ tank in the existing 

turtle pool enclosure; reconditioned flooring in the ‘Bird 

Clinic” building; repairs to outdoor bird cages (mews); 

creation of observation walk-ways   between mews; and 

new perimeter fencing and pathways with signage to 

guide visitors to the ARK. All of these renovations will 

create a well-kept environment conducive to educational 

outreach programs to raise awareness and stewardship 

of our coastal marine  environment and wildlife. In 

addition to work in-progress on the facilities, two new all-

terrain vehicles have been purchased by the Institute for 

field work on Mustang and St. Joe Islands - thanks to a 

generous donor and to Dr. Dickey’s support from UTMSI.

Water Wise Garden 
Keep your eyes on the area across from the Visitor’s 

Center between Dormitory D and the Main Lab Building.  

The grassy knoll will soon be replaced with a water-wise 

garden showing off bird and butterfly-friendly native Texas 

species that need little to no water.  This demonstration 

project was funded by the University of Texas through the 

UTMSI Green Team and Mission-Aransas Reserve.  The 

preliminary design was done by the late Doug Wade who 

also designed the Estuarine Research Center landscaping.  

Plant selection is being assisted by master gardeners and 

construction will be completed by a still-to-be-selected 

contractor under the supervision of the UTMSI Grounds 

Department.  There will be paths with benches and plant 

identification plaques.  When the project is complete, it 

will be a lush but drought-tolerant invitation to the dune 

interpretive trail system that is planned for the other side 

of the raised walkway.

Green Team Updates
The UTMSI Green Team is a volunteer group dedicated 

to improving the environmental sustainability at UTMSI. 

The Green Team is initiating Acts of Kindness events that 

will occur the second Tuesday of every month. The first 

activity planned is a Marine Debris Cleanup on July 14th 

at Port Aransas Jetty. Fun fact: since April, the Green 

Team has recycled over 280 pounds of non-rechargable 

alkaline batteries.   www.utmsi.utexas.edu/greenteam

A new water wise garden will be constructed this fall in front of 
the main laboratory. Credit: Katie Swanson.

The injured pelicans at the ARK will soon get a new enclosure. 
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Mission-Aransas Reserve 
and Education
www.missionaransas.org

11th Annual Texas Bays and Estuaries Meeting
On April 8th and 9th The University of Texas Marine Science 

Institute (UTMSI) and the Mission-Aransas Reserve hosted 

the eleventh annual Texas Bays and Estuaries Meeting. The 

meeting featured several distinguished speakers with an 

attendance of over 140 researchers, students, and resource 

managers. The purpose of the event was for researchers from 

around Texas to come together and learn from each other, 

resulting in a better understanding of the diverse coastal 

regions of Texas. The meeting awarded graduate students 

who presented the best oral presentations and posters. 

We are pleased to congratulate the following recipients 

for the student presentation awards: Oral Presentation - 

1st Place Meredith Evans, The University of Texas Marine 

Science Institute; 2nd Place Kathryn Mendenhall, Texas 

A&M University-Corpus Christi; and 3rd Place Juliet Lamb, 

Clemson University. Poster Presentation - 1st Place Ashley 

Whitt, Texas A&M University-Galveston; 2nd Place Jason 

Jenkins, The University of Texas Marine Science Institute, 

and 3rd Place Eric White, Texas A&M University-Corpus 

Christi. This event was made possible by sponsorship from 

The University of Texas Marine Science Institute, Mission-

Aransas Reserve, Coastal Conservation Association of 

Texas, Texas A&M University Harte Research Institute, 

Coastal Bend Bays & Estuaries Program, Coastal Bend 

Bays Foundation, Eureka Water Probes, Woody’s Sports 

Center, and Port Aransas Chamber of Commerce.

Workshops
Mission-Aransas Reserve has been busy providing technical 

guidance and training to local coastal decision-makers. 

One of the workshops hosted in April was “Getting Texas 

Prepared for the Next Oil Spill.”  Even though Texas wasn’t as 

severely affected by the Deep Water Horizon blow out and 

oil spill as other Gulf States, Texas resource managers are 

preparing for the next major disaster.  During the workshop, 

resource managers, researchers and emergency responders 

came together to learn about the latest oil spill research 

findings. Researchers from UTMSI and from Texas A&M 

University-Galveston (TAMUG) shared their latest research 

about how oil and dispersants react with the environment. 

The workshop was designed to discuss oil spill science 

as well as bridge the gaps in knowledge, partnership, and 

communication between researchers, natural resource 

managers, and emergency responders. Representatives 

from emergency response teams, such as the Texas 

General Land Office, Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, and U.S. 

Coast Guard were on site to discuss response techniques 

and plans. There were also facilitated discussions to 

The Mission-Aransas Reserve and UTMSI hosted the 11th annual 
Texas Bays and Estuaries Meeting in April 2015. Credit: Jordann 
Young.

Dr. Paige Doelling (Scientific Support Coordinator National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration) answers an inquiry 
about lessons learned in previous oil spill response efforts 
during a recent workshop.

http://www.missionaransas.org
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The NERR YouTube channel has been updated 
and new videos are being added monthly.

TOTE students from Rockport Fulton learn why rivers are 
important to estuaries with hands-on activities at Fennessey 
Ranch. Credit: Kay Blaha.

discuss the necessary protocols between researchers 

and responders, identify future research priorities, and 

encourage communication and partnerships between 

researchers and response teams. This workshop was co-

hosted by Texas Sea Grant.

Science on a Sphere Programs Offered Daily in 
Summer
This summer, you can catch a Science on a Sphere program 

each day that the Bay Education Center in Rockport, Texas 

is open: Tuesday through Saturday. The programs start at 

2 p.m. and the center is open from 1-4 p.m. Catching this 

visually dynamic show is a great way to beat the summer 

heat and learn about our planet and oceans. Presentation 

topics can be viewed at www.utexas.utmsi.edu. 

Women in Marine Science Day
UTMSI and the Mission-Aransas Reserve held the second 

annual Women in Marine Science Day in late March. Over 

50 girls attended from throughout the Coastal Bend. The 

purpose of the event was to introduce girls in 5-8th grade to 

marine science. The day featured hands-on activities taught 

by the women researchers and educators at UTMSI.  Girls 

had a chance to get their hands dirty searching through the 

local bay mud to find worms, brittle stars, and more. They 

were also able to conduct laboratory experiments, such 

as those that use light to change the behavior of plankton. 

This event sparked enthusiasm for marine science and 

showed how science can be fun, enlightening and maybe 

even a little messy.

Teachers Share Their Learning with Students
Over 500 middle school students from around the Coastal 

Bend participated in field trips as part of the Teachers on the 

Estuary (TOTE) project. The large influx of eager-to-learn 

students is a result of the teachers that participated in a 

TOTE training this past summer. During the workshop the 

teachers learned how to access real-time data and apply 

these data in field investigations involving scientific problem 

solving. They were then able to take the lessons learned 

and bring their classes into the estuary to conduct hands-

on investigations themselves. The teachers and students 

learned about the wonders of our coastal areas and the 

benefits inherent in protecting them. This project is made 

possible by a grant from the Texas General Land Office. 

Other Meetings of Note
 o Earth Day Bay Day - April 11th

 o Seagrass Monitoring Workgroup meeting - April 15th 

 o South Texas Press Association reception - April 16th

 o Wetland Warriors Day at the Wetlands Education 

Center - May 7th

Girls run experiments at the Women in Marine Science Day to 
understand how light affects plankton. Credit: Tiffany Moreno.

https://www.youtube.com/user/MissionAransasNERR
https://www.youtube.com/user/MissionAransasNERR
https://utmsi.utexas.edu/2013-05-15-16-05-02/month.calendar/2015/06/01/-
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Spotlight on Students
Awards

 o Graduate student Meredith Evans received first 

place at the Texas Bays and Estuaries Meeting for her 

presentation “Evaluation of oil spill toxicity in coastal 

salt marshes: spatial and temporal trends of petroleum 

weathering.” 

 o Semester by the Sea travel awards were provided 

to undergraduate students Kevin Pan and Kathryn 

Thompson. 

 o Previous Semester by the Sea student, Sarah 

Cunningham was recognized as a 2015 Dean’s Honored 

Graduate.

Graduations - Spring 2015
 o Jordann Young (Ken Dunton’s student) graduated 

with a Masters of Science - thesis “Abundance, biomass 

and caloric content of Chukchi Sea bivalves and influence 

of bivalve caloric distribution on Pacific walrus (Odobenus 

rosmarus divergens) abundance and distribution in the 

northeastern Chukchi Sea.”

 o Sara Wilson (Ken Dunton’s student) graduated 

with a Masters of Science - thesis “Patterns in seagrass 

coverage and community composition along the Texas 

coast: A three-year trend analysis.”

 o Tracy Harvey (Ed Buskey’s student) graduated with 

a Masters of Science - thesis “The effects of crude oil, 

chemical dispersant, and UV radiation on copepod nauplii 

from the Gulf of Mexico.”

Welcome New Graduate Students!
 o Meaghan Cuddy (with Ken Dunton)

 o Zhenxin Hou (with Lee Fuiman)

 o Thomas Nguyen (with Bryan Black and Ken Dunton)

 o Hengchen Wei (with Jim McClelland and Amber 

Hardison)

 o Xin Xu (with Amber Hardison and Jim McClelland)

Students Get Hands-On Experience In Semester By 
The Sea
Undergraduate students at The University of Texas had 

a unique opportunity through the Semester by the Sea 

program to blend classroom experience with real-world 

science to address the problems facing today’s oceans 

and coasts. The students’ experiences throughout 

the semester were culminated in an Undergraduate 

Research Symposium where they presented the findings 

of their semester long research to faculty, students, and 

scientific staff. The Semester by the Sea program employs 

experiential learning which allows them to participate 

in ‘real world’ science via coursework and independent 

research. Throughout the semester, students are placed 

in authentic situations where they are forced to put their 

classroom knowledge to the test.

Other News
 o Undergraduates Sara Garcia and Ava Ibanez 

presented at UT Undergraduate Research Forum in Austin

 o In early May, two internal symposiums were hosted 

for graduate and undergraduate students to present and 

discuss their research.

The 2015 Semester by the Sea students and instructors. Back row: 
Dr. Bryan Black, Kevin Pan, Lauren Heymann, Robert Gonzales, 
Mark Lopez, and Dr. Chris Shank. Front row: Savannah Clapp, 
Kathryn Thompson, Stefanie Plunkett, and Ava Ibanez. 

We are now accepting applications for the Spring 

2016 Semester by the Sea undergraduate program. 

Learn more at www.utmsi.utexas.edu

https://www.utmsi.utexas.edu/academics/undergraduate/semester-by-the-sea
https://www.utmsi.utexas.edu/academics/undergraduate/semester-by-the-sea
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2015 award recipients for staff service. Left to right, Jeff Kaiser, 
Patty Webb, Robert Dickey, and Linda Fuiman. Not pictured -  
David Hernandez.

Tony Amos is the Director 
of the Animal Rehabilitation 
Keep at UTMSI, which 
promotes stewardship of 
our oceans by rescuing and 
releasing rehabilitated sea 
turtles and marine birds 
back to the wild. Credit: 
Theta Kenney.

Would you like to be added to our newsletter
mailing list? E-mail Sally Palmer at 
sally.palmer@utexas.edu

Welcome & Celebrations
Awards

 o Tony Amos was awarded the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Service’s 2014 Recovery Champion. The U.S. Fish and 

Wildlife Service’s (Service) Endangered Species Program 

recognizes outstanding employees on an annual basis 

through Recovery Champions Awards. This award 

highlights the contributions of Service personnel and 

partner organizations for the recovery of endangered and 

threatened species. This national recognition is awarded 

for efforts such as working to prevent species’ extinction, 

conserving and restoring resources critical to a species’ 

survival and recovery, 

scientific research, and 

public education and 

outreach. 

 o Colleen McCue was named a Nature Hero at the 

Children & Nature Gala by the Texas Children in Nature 

(TCiN) initiative honored the regional leaders who 

volunteer their time to connect with the partners and 

families in their areas. Colleen served as the South Texas 

Regional Leader for Texas Children in Nature. Colleen’s 

dedication, passion and tireless work has helped TCiN to 

engage over 300 partners and connect almost 4 million 

children with nature across Texas.

 o Ted Dunton was awarded first place for the U.S. Arctic 

Research Commission’s “Observing the Arctic Photo 

Contest” in the civil infrastructure category. Ted has 

been operating the university’s Arctic Whaler research 

vessel for several years in support of the Arctic Coastal 

Lagoons project with the UTMSI Drs. Ken Dunton and Jim 

McClelland. 

 o UTMSI recognized staff service in a recent all-hands 

meeting. UTMSI support staff, often unsung heroes, are 

a driving force behind marine science discoveries that 

advance knowledge of our estuaries, coastal and blue 

water oceans. We are pleased to announce recognition 

and our appreciation for the following members of our 

UTMSI family who have dedicated their careers in support 

of the Institute:

 o Jeff Kaiser – 15 years of service

 o Linda Fuiman – 25 years of service

 o David Hernandez – 25 years of service

 o Patty Webb – 25 years of service

New Employees
Welcome! Hunter Samberson, Research Scientist 

Assistant in  Buskey/Scheef Lab; Collin Croulet, 

Research Scientist Associate with NERR/Buskey; Lalitha 

Asirvadam, Program Coordinator with Buskey/NERR; 

Luis Garcia, Mechanic/Technician in Maintenance, and 

Rebecca Deveau, Food Prep/Service Worker in Café. 


