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REVIEWS REVIEWS 

unforgivable plethora of semicola, could have been improved with 
some care even if this book emphatically is not meant for the coffee 
table. But it would be ungrateful to end on a carping note because this is 
a valuable contribution to Vergilian scholarship. 

G. KARL GALINSKY 
THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT AUSTIN 

STEELE COMMAGER. A Prolegomenon to Propertius. Norman, Ok- 

lahoma, University of Oklahoma Press, 1974. Pp. 77. (University of 
Cincinnati Lectures in Memory of Louise Taft Semple, Third Series, 
1971) 

This is an effective, if brief, introduction to Propertius which will be 
useful for the newcomer to this poet as well as stimulating, on a number 
of matters, for the specialist. Unfortunately, the long period of time 
which has elapsed between the delivery of these papers and their 
appearance in print has allowed several of the good observations to 
lose the impact they would have had earlier. 

C. paints an arresting picture of the complications Propertius' trans- 
lator must face. He has a good section on how intimately the poet fuses 
the roles of lover and poet: if Propertius makes love in a "narrow" bed 
(2.1.45), it is because he favors a poetic tradition of restraint and careful 
craftsmanship (2.1.40); when Cynthia leaves him, her absence from his 
bed is absence from his poetry (e nostris carminibus, 1.11.8). C. does 
not go on from here to caution his audience against taking everything 
Propertius says too literally, which he might have done, having made 
the demonstration that love is poetry and the manipulation of the 
reader's mood; perhaps this reminder has been sufficiently stated 
during the last decade. 

The first paper makes a real contribution with its analysis of 1.13, 
which is surrounded by sinister associations: Taenarius (1.13.22) re- 
calls for the learned reader Neptune's sanctuary which concealed an 
entrance into the underworld (Thucydides 1.128 tells how suppliants 
were enticed out of it and killed). Hercules is evoked in Hebe's arms at 
the moment of his fiery consummation in (not ab) Oetaeis iugis. Una 
dies (1.13.25) is from Lucretius 3.898-99 (One can also compare Carm. 
Epigraph. 405.1, 1159.2, 2079.2, 2081.1, and 2106.2). Una structures 
the elegy and leads from una vices in 1.13.10, to una dies, with which it 
rhymes, to una sit ista tibi in 36: Gallus' flame is to be his final, fateful 
destiny. C. also looks at 2.25.11-12 and the roasting of the lover in the 
Bull of Phalaris, and 3.13. 15ff., where the pyre used for suttee is called 
a "bed," lectus. Elegy 1. 1, too, receives a careful reading which will 
benefit students of Propertius by its elucidation of the highly 
specialized color displayed by virtually every word of the opening 
lines. Velocem (1.1.15) returns us from the less familiar account of 
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Milanion to the usual story about Hippomenes racing Atalanta. Tardus 
amor puns on this. In me tardus amor (1.1.17) is paralleled by in me 
nostra Venus, which Housman wanted to alter in 33. C. adds a tentative 
query on Cynthia as the Moon (cf. E. O'Neill, CP 53 [1958] 1-8). 

In his second lecture, "An Anti-Political Legacy," C. provides a 
good, general account of Propertius' opposition to active participation 
in Roman political projects. He gives most time to 2.1, 2.7, and 2.10. 
His newest remarks are these: the epitaph which concludes 2.1 is 
intended humorously, yet pointedly, to allude to the civilia busta of 
2.1.27; "virgin Arabia" (intactae Arabiae), trembling before 
Octavian-called "Augustus" for the first time in 2.10.15-is erotic 
and undercuts the apparently serious description of foreign campaigns 
in the elegy. In 2.7 the reference to the "horse of Castor" in verse 16 is 
drawn from the transvectio equitum when the Knights led their horses 
before the Princeps in honor of Castor (Suet. Aug. 38); the equites, 
Propertius' own class, were precisely those most opposed to the mar- 
riage laws (Suet. Aug. 34; Dio Cass. 56.1.2)! C. sees the purpose of the 
manuscripts'patriis natos in 2.7.13 (cf. W. R. Nethercut, Mnemosyne 
24 [1971], 380-84), and offers a good argument for Postgate's nomine in 
verse 20: the hapax legomenon, Borysthenidas, in 18 is no casual 
elegancy, but is chosen to stir the imagination to comprehend the 
farthest reaches of Rome's empire. So far, and beyond, will Propertius' 
fame travel, if not his sons. 

WILLIAM R. NETHERCUT 
UNIVERSITY 0 F TEXAS AT AUSTIN 

JOHN BRISCOE. A Commentary on Livy, Books XXXI-XXXIII. Ox- 
ford, Clarendon Press, 1973. Pp. xviii + 370. $25.75; ?8. 

Although John Briscoe does not give explicitly his reason for treating 
Books 31-33, rather than the Livian pentad, as the unit for his commen- 
tary, it can readily be inferred that the justification intended would be 
that these are the books covering the Second Macedonian War. But the 
commentary is not exclusively historical. It attends to matters of 
language and style, and textual problems are examined whether or not 
they have bearing on historical issues. Briscoe holds that "one of the 
purposes of a commentary is to serve as a repository of references to 
modern literature," and generally proceeds as if this were one of its 
principal purposes. Citations of the literature tend to crowd out the 
author's own exegesis, which is often overlaconic. The accumulation 
of references is perhaps carried to extremes on occasion. The limit 
seems to be reached in a note on 31.7.9, morte Pyrrhi: "Pyrrhus died 
in street fighting in Argos in 272," followed by a string of fourteen 
ancient references and three modem (Niese,Leveque, and Kienast's 
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