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System 

Author: Gregory Henson 

Summary: 

Contrary to popular opinion, President Franklin Delano Roosevelt had a detrimental impact 

on the United States' political system. Due to the Great Depression, Roosevelt was given 

a broad range of powers in order to help the country. His expansions of the federal 

government through the New Deal created the unconstitutional administrative state. 

Similarly, his consolidation of power in the executive branch goes against the Founding 

Fathers' intentions_ Furthermore, he \Vas able to create drastic changes through 

manipulation of the Supreme Court_ Moreover, the belief that Roosevelt and the New Deal 

ended the Great Depression is unfounded_ Roosevelt is commonly considered one of the 

greatest presidents in US history, but in reality he should be viewed as a warning of how 

pushing constitutional boundaries can threaten our political system. 

Posted in Undergraduate Research 

Government Honors Thesis: Joey 

Sorenson 
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Title: Looking for Locke in All the Wrong Places: The Case for a Liberal Continuity from 

John Locke to Barack Obama 

Author: Joey Sorenson 

Summary: 

As the philosopher whose words inspired the development of both modern democracy and 

free enterprise, John Locke remains remarkably relevant to contemporary politics_ 

American conservatives' political success in the late-20th century can be largely attributed 

to their surprisingly successful effon to align themselves with Locke's legacy and that of 

his followers, the American Founding Fathers, on the basis of their supposedly shared 

devotion to · small government" and unrestricted capitalism. To the extent that Locke and 

many of the Founders were committed to these ideals, however, they were as a means to 

the ends of empowering as many citizens as possible to pursue their individual happiness 

in the soc io-economic context of the largely agrarian society of the 17th and 18th 

centuries_ Applied to the context of a 21st century post-industrial soc iety, this commitment 

to providing as many people as possible the opportunity to pursue their individual 

happiness demands a greater role for the government to play in empowering its citizens to 

undertake such a pursuit. Their shared commitment to th is more fundamental ideal of the 

pursuit of happiness establishes an essential philosophical continuity between classical 

liberals such as John Locke, and contemporal)' ones such as President Barack Obama. 
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Trtle: Bio-Politics: The Stem Cell Debate In Comparative Perspective 

Author: Daniel Goan 

Summary: 

Stem cell research holds the promise of unlocking the fu ture of regenerative medicine, at 

the same time it is also a major point of contention in global polit ics. The future of human 

embryonic stem cell research requires the use of stem cells harvested from fertilized 

human embl)'OS for the development of novel treatments to a wide spectrum of human 

diseases. The use of these embryos is quite controversial, as the research often destroys 

or hanns ferti lized embryos, which in some religions is tantamount to murder. 

The purpose of my thesis was to examine the relationships between global demographic 

trends and adopted national stem cell policies. Such a study is important in order to 

predict future stem cell polic ies. I conducted a large-N analysis using the 56 nations with 

currently promulgated stem cell policies and used that to create a typology classifying 

each nation as either liberal, permissive, restrictive or prohibitive towards human 

embryonic stem cell research. From this typology I went further in depth and conducted 

four individual case stud ies examining each category of my typo logy. 

My researched shows that there are correlations between global demographic trends and 

the distribution of stem cell policy. This is especially evident with religious affil iation and 

education, but not as evident with political framework or age. 
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Trtle: To Proclaim Liberty to the Captives: The Promise of Christianity for Human Rights in 

Nonh Korea 

Author: Sonya Chung 

Summary: 

This paper examines the religious structures of the North Korean regime and the religious 

activities of the people to argue that religion in general , and Christianity in particular, can be 

used as a resource for cultivating human rights consc iousness in North Korea. Christianity 

provides an alternative belief system more compatible to human rights than the state 

Juche ideology to which the North Koreans can adhere. In fact, close examination shows 

that Juche's structural roots were like ly developed from observance of the Christian 

religion, making the Christian alternative a viable one_ Theologically based human rights 

have the potential to form among Christian believers in North Korea's underground church 

through doctrine that emphasizes expressing devotion to God through loving one's 

neighbors, creating a community in which human rights can be mutually recognized and 

practiced_ This is not to argue that Christianity is a prerequisite for human rights in North 

Korea, but that the benefits of Christianity can be a way for North Koreans living under 

hostile conditions to ultimately understand that possessing human rights is both a 

possibility and right. 

Posted in Undergraduate Research 

Government Honors Thesis: Jaime C. 

Garcia 
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Trtle: Machiavelli's Lone Wolf: Romulus and the founding of Rome in The Discourses 

Author: Jaime C. Garcia 

Summary: 

The found ing of any state is a difficult task and, therefore, must be carried out by a virtuous 

person_ For Machiavelli, the paragon of virtue, and the best example of how a founder 

should act, is Romulus. I advance three specific arguments regarding Machiavelli 's 

discussion of the founding of Rome, and the lessons to be learned from it. First, 

Machiavelli creates his own distinct Romulus. In doing this, Machiavelli diverges from the 

accounts of Livy and Plutarch, and endows Romulus with a unique set of virtues. Second, 

Romulus was successful. Though, as Machiavelli himself admits, Rome devolved from 

Republic to Tyranny, Romulus is still a successful founder, because of the example he 

provides and the institutions he established _ Finally, Romulus was the most successful 

founder, even when compared against other virtuous founders such as Solon, Lycurgus, 

and Numa. Where these other founders lacked virtue, Romulus triumphed. 
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Title: Media Framing and Democracy: A Model of Descriptive Media and the Power of 

Affected Voice 

Author: Emily Van Duyn 

Summary: 

Previous research shows a gross over-representation of mate voices in articles on 

women's issues including abortion, contraception, women's rights, and Planned 

Parenthood during the 2012 election cyc le_ As diversity increases across the count!)', the 

question of balance in med ia sources and voice becomes increasingly relevant This 

research explores the concept of media framing and included sources both theoretically 

and empirically. First, a literature review of democratic theory and public discourse helps 

develop a model of "descriptive media" that is attentive to diversity in voice and includes 

voice of the affected population. Second, an experiment tests the impact of 

descriptive/non-descriptive media on individual perception by isolating all male or all 

female sources in an article on abortion to reflect descriptive or non-descriptive media. 

Results suggest that sources in med ia framing affect how important an individual finds 

his/her own voice in public discourse. Additionally, results show that current trends in 

media framing, as seen in 2012 election coverage of women's issues, are incongruent 

with public demands for inclusion of the affected voice. 
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