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Aaron Herold Article Accepted for 

Publication 
Posted on 26 September 2013 

Aaron Herold 's article, "Spinoza's Liberal Republ icanism and the Challenge of 

Revealed Religion," has been accepted for publication in Political Research Quarterly. 

Abstract: Spinoza's Theologico-Political Treatise is a foundational liberal work whose 

republican teaching also anticipates today's communitarian critiques. Those critiques 

re-open the Treatise's guiding question of whether politics must be grounded in a 

religious teaching, and they compel us to reconsider Spinoza's claim that civic 

dedication can be rooted in an attachment to intellectual freedom. I assess Spinoza's 

liberal republicanism by examining how it emerges from a critique of the Bible. I 

conclude that Spinoza's attempt to reconcile individual liberty with civic dedication 

clarifies liberal ism's moral power and ultimate vulnerabil it ies-vulnerabilities which 

help explain why revealed religion has re-emerged to challenge it. 

Posted in PhD Alumni Publications 

Constitute Launches 
Posted on 25 September 2013 

With Google Ideas and the Comparative Constitutions Project, Zach Elkins has 

launched Constitute: The World 's Constitutions to Read, Search and Compare. 

Watch Fareed Zakaria discuss Constitute on CNN: 

http:/fglobalpublicsquare. biogs. cnn.com/2013110102/how-to-write-a-constitution

with--googlel 

Visit the site: https:/lwww.constituteproject.org/#/ 

Read more about it: 

http://bi1Jy/1 gToq3U 

http://links.utexas.edu!clmgcf 

Posted in Faculty News 

CP Article by Hunter and Borges 

Sugiyama 
Posted on 11 September2013 

Wendy Hunter and Natasha Borges Sugiyama have published an article in the 

October issue of Comparative Politics, "Whither Clientelism? Good Governance and 

Brazil's Balsa Familia Program." 

Abstract: A clear development goal is to provide the poor w ith the benefits essential to 

human dignity without rendering them vulnerable to patronage politics. This is difficult 

to accomplish, especially in large federa l countries where publ ic policy requires 

cooperation between national and local authorities. Brazil 's Balsa Familia (Family 

Grant) confronts such a challenge. Have federal authorities managed to administer 

this complex and large-scale anti-poverty program while avoiding local "politics as 

usual?" The findings, based on survey data and focus group evidence from Northeast 

Brazil, a reg ional bastion of clientelism, suggest that municipal politicians do not use 

the Balsa Familia for vote buying. The success of the Balsa Familia in remaining 

insulated from cl ientelistic networks yields lessons that go well beyond Brazil. 

Posted in Faculty Publications, PhD Alumni Publications 

Securing Peace in Burundi: Book 

Chapter by Josiah Marineau 
Posted on 5 September 2013 

Joshiah Marineau has published a chapter, ' Securing Peace in Burundi : External 

Interventions to End the Civil War, 1993-2006," in the book, Securing Africa: Local 

Crises and Foreign Intervention. 

Abstract: Despite extensive research into the effects of external intervention on civil 

wars, relatively little work has been done on why and when external actors choose to 

intervene in a confl ict This chapter argues that the timing of the external intervention 

in Burundi was primarily contingent upon the acquiescence of the Burundian military, 

even if the external ities of the conflict initially drew the attention of neighboring 

countries. More specifically, Tanzania intervened in the civil war to stem the flow of 

refugees into the country, while South Africa became involved as part of its 

geostrategic goal of ending the civil war in the Democratic Republ ic of the Congo. Yet 

the military intervention in Burundi only occurs following the signing of a peace 

agreement, which called for an external military force to oversee the implementation 

of the agreement The chapter thus situates the Burundian civi l war within the broader 

developments in the wars of the Great Lakes region, and analyzes the civil war 

interventions in four stages: 1993-1996, during which external intervention was 

marginal ; between 1997-2000, in which regional actors and Tanzania step up regional 

pressure on Burundi; 2000-2004, in which South Africa and the African Union play the 

dominate role in intervening in the conflict; and finally 2004-2006, during which South 

Africa, with UN backing , oversaw the conclusion of the civil war. 

Posted in Graduate Publications 
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