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Is Beatrice viewed as a submissive and powerless woman who contradicts feminist views, or 
is she a woman in her own right, accepting men on her own terms? 
 
Cook, Carol. "“The Sign and Semblance of Her Honor”: Reading Gender Difference in Much 

 Ado about Nothing." PMLA. 101.2 (1986): 186-202. JSTOR. Web. 18 Oct. 2014. 

 This resource describes the jokes and statements regarding “cuckoldry.” The source 

discusses that men fear becoming a cuckold because in doing so they relinquish their dominant 

role and fall instead to what is considered the woman’s position, the object of jokes and 

manipulation. The information provided between the different modes of thought, different system 

of loyalties, and different social positions between men and women are vital to this argument. In 

particular, this resource mentions that while “Beatrice tacitly accepts her culture’s devaluation of 

“feminine” characteristics – of weakness, dependence, vulnerability – and sees conventionally 

masculine behavior as the only defense against them” (190), she is conceding to them as well, 

participating and eventually succumbing to them by marrying Benedick. This critical point will 

provide valuable information in this argument. 

Friedman, Michael. "Hush'd on Purpose to Grace Harmony: Wives and Silence in "Much  Ado 

 about Nothing"" Theatre Journal 42.3 (1990): 350-63. Web. 18 Oct. 2014. 

 This source provides insightful information regarding the change in Beatrice throughout 

the play. In particular, this source argues why Beatrice, in renouncing her verbal wit as she 

marries Benedick, falls prey to the patriarchal dominated society. The in-depth analysis of the 

structure of the play and it’s relation to Beatrice’s changing position/attitude provides sufficient 

information to warrant this source’s usefulness, especially in the area regarding the cultural 
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influences and societal pressures that influence her personality. Evaluating the structure and 

audience interpretation is a different and unique perspective that will provide another level of 

support for this argument. 

Williamson, Marilyn L. The Patriarchy of Shakespeare’s Comedies. Detroit: Wayne State UP, 

 1986. Print. 

 This source provides critical information regarding the ownership of language. In 

particular, this source mentions that Beatrice willingly demonstrates her dissatisfaction towards 

marriage and the patriarchal rules of society through her choice of words. As one of the 

intelligent and strong-minded women in the play, Beatrice finds the idea of marriage problematic, 

and she questions it’s authority through her verbal insults against the men, specifically Benedick. 

The critical point this source makes is “Much Ado implies that patriarchal marriage with its 

foundations in property and hierarchy will prevail” (51), thus making Beatrice’s marriage a 

symbol for her falling into submission and the rules of patriarchal society that she in the 

beginning of the play so vehemently stood against. This is a strong, credible source that will 

provide key information regarding evidence to support Beatrice’s succumbing to patriarchal 

dominance. 
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Precis of Journal Article: 
 
Friedman argues that Beatrice, while in the beginning of the play possessing a powerful 

voice, ultimately sacrifices that voice which constitutes her power in exchange for her existence 
as Benedick’s wife. This contrast is precisely what needs to be evaluated to answer the posed 
question. Wit, Friedman states, is metaphorically depicted as “a piercing weapon” (353), a typical 
weapon like that of a sword or blade that in societies time was a uniquely masculine weapon. 
Beatrice, the female, thus has a masculine power, and refuses for the first half of the play to 
subjugate herself to submissiveness and male domination just because she is a woman, evidence 
to support she is not submissive to men. Friedman states she places herself among the men 
“wielding phallic wit as aggressively as they” (353). This is why her resistance to marriage is so 
strong, as she recognizes the unequal balance of power attributed to her because of her gender, 
the inequity that prevails within marriage itself. Friedman points out that she “harbors a genuine 
longing for the type of inclusion in society which marriage allows, coupled with resentment that a 
wedding ring is a prerequisite for such inclusion” (354). However, Beatrice eventually submits to 
Benedick, giving up her wit, and thus her power, evidence that in a patriarchal society masculine 
domination is perhaps correct and necessary in order to not only be a part of society, but also to 
survive. Friedman notes that Benedick subdues her once and for all when he silences her with a 
kiss, endowing Benedick with the patriarchal power to manage his wife’s tongue, the act of 
accepting control. This transfer of power is further emphasized through Beatrice’s silence for the 
rest of the play, the contrast of her sharp tongue she wielded throughout the first four acts of the 
play over the muted voice that she now speaks with (358). 
 
Research Process: 
 

The research process was difficult in picking a question that was not too specific, making 
it hard to find articles for, but not too broad so one could not answer the question with specific 
evidence. While searching for articles, I did not encounter problems obtaining the book and web 
database sources. However, I did encounter lots of frustration with the article in a scholarly 
journal. I solved this by using the footnotes and references sources of authors from online sources 
found in databases to find other potential sources I could use for my paper. As advice, pick a 
question that you already have an answer or opinion about, and research it as though you are 
finding the evidence, using not just the articles you find, but their footnotes and research to help 
you find more. 


