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Stories from Summer Vacation: Caroline 

Pinkston and Teaching Teachers byAm•ri<0nstudi" 

Here's a report from Caroline Pinkston, who sha res some detai ls about her job with 

Breakthrough Austin: 

At firs t glance, my summer job might not sound that great. During the academic year, when 

I'm not haunting the halls of Burd ine, I'm living a double life as a high schoo l English teacher. 

My summe r is therefore except iona lly valuable to me, as both teacher and student. And yet, 

instead of getting to ta ke a break from teachi ng and learning, somehow I was tricked into 

worki ng as an Instructional coach with Breakthrough Austin. That means I'm spending my 

whole summer with a combination of 19-year-olds and middle-schoolers. I spend my days 

walki ng between buildings on the UT campus, literally covered in sweat. Sometimes I run into 

friends or coworkers or former students, and I have to try to avoid eye contact because, aga in, 

I'm literally covered in sweat. 

Breakthrough Austin 

You might be thinking that this doesn't sou nd like a great way to spend a summer. But you're 

wrong. I have the greatest job on the planet. Here's why, 

1. I'm working with an awesome program. Brea kthrough Austin is part of a national 

collaborative working to support students who will be first-generation col lege graduates. 

Breakthrough begins working wi th these students in midd le school, and continues to 

provide support all the way through college graduation. One fundamental pa rt of 

Breakthrough is the summer program, wh ich provides enrichment and summer learn ing 

opportunities to Breakthrough students entering 7th, 8th, and 9th grades. 

Breakthrough's summer program at UT is part sum mer camp, part school, and part 

mentoring program. Students do ridiculous cheers, build model ro ller coasters, tour local 

universities, perform Shakespeare, and th row pie at each other. It's good stuff. 

2. Middle school students are hila rious. If you don' t th ink middle-schoolers are hilarious, it 

could be because you're remembering bei ng a middle school student, which - in my 

own experience, at least - is often more traumatic than funny. Be ing around middle

schoolers as an adult no longer immersed in a sea of anxiety and awkwardness,' 

however, is a different story. I'm no mathematician, but I feel confident asserting that 

6S% of what 14-year-olds say is really, really funny (and often unintentional ly so, which 

is even better). I spend a lot of my day laughing, or trying not to laugh, or thinking 

about how funny this will be late r. It's a pretty good way to spend a day. 

"Actually, this is st ill a remarkably accura te description of my life . 

3. I'm not the one who actual ly has to control the middle-schoolers. This is where th ings 

start to get really awesome. Breakthrough's summer program is based on a students

teach ing-students model, which means classes are run by college students (a nd a few 

high school students) who come to Austin from all over the country to try out teaching. 

My job as an Instru ct ional Coach is to work with these young teac hers and help them 

figure out what good teaching is all about. It turns out that brainstorming ways to stop 

Student x from doing whatever ridiculous thing he or she is doing in class is significant ly 

more fun than being the one who actua lly has to stop Student X. It also turns out that 

spending all day watching energetic, mot ivated, insanely creative young people teach is 

the best way I can imag ine to recharge my own teaching energy before I am running a 

classroom of my own again. 

4. I get to tal k about nerdy education stuff all the time. Perhaps unsurpri singly, most of the 

peop le I work with are also rea lly interested in education and its connection to var ious 

things Amer ican Stud ies-related, and said coworkers will ta lk with me about these 

things literal ly al l day long• It's grea t• The fact that I've fou nd this ou tlet is a welcome 

relief to many of my other fr iends, I'm sure. It also mea ns I'm going back into my 

graduate school life full of new ideas and energy and ready to read and talk about 

things aga in. 

5. I am finished most days by 2pm. This perhaps spea ks for itse lf, but just in case, I will 

elaborate: most afternoons, I have plenty of time to read 1Q84, attempt to train my new 

puppy Thelma, and th ink about going to free Russian classes at Russian House, but not 

actually go. What more could you want from the summer? 

Thelma 
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