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Faculty Research: Janet Davis Interviewed 

in Spirit Magazine byc•m•And•r"n 

Hey there, sports fans ' We'd like to alert you to the fact that or. Janet Davis was recently 

interviewed for a lengthy piece on a young man's work in the circus in Spirit Magazine, the in

flight magazine for sou thwest Airlines. Take a look at the excerpt below and clic k he re to read 

the full piece . 

Jesse 's challenge is more complex: In going to college, he was encouraged to step 

beyond a community in which he already knew his place. "All of a sudden you've 

got to rebuild, you know? And find your identity," he says. tn high school, he was 

a big man on campus- the star jock, a promising scholar, the circus kid, a rural 

success story. At SMU, among the children of Dallas' elite? "tt seemed like the kids 

there were entitled to be there. One 's mom is the CEO of Victoria 's Secret. He lived 

in my dorm. I was like, Your mom owns Victoria 's secret?' It 's heavy-duty; heavy

duty people. And t was like, "My dad owns a circus. "' 

Plenty of college kids plow through these crises of sell and set a course for their 

adult lives. If Jesse were just another boy shocked to discover that his strutting 

high school persona amounted to nothing in college, he might have toughed it 

out. But the circus offered an escape from the disorientation SMU stirred in him; it 

gave him a purpose. tn bailing, Jesse wasn 't running away to join the circus, he 

was running home to it. 

Now he'll have to puff off the same tricks his forebears did. Despite its robust past, 

the circus has repeatedly had to evolve to avoid extinction. Although today's 

audiences are harder to come by, the circus arts have become popular among kids. 

More than 350 instructional youth circuses operate in America, a quarter of them 

having emerged in the past 10 years. "rhe challenge for Jesse's generation," says 

author and circus historian Janet M. Davis, "is to bring all of these young people 

into the broader circus fold. " 
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Katharine Kava11agh says: September), 2013 at 2:53 pm 

Hi! Oo you have a link to lhe full article anywhere? 

Reply 

Leave a Reply 
Enter your comment here ... 

Blog at WordPre.s .s.com. I The Quintus Theme. 

from t he Department of American Studies 
at the University of Texas at Austin 

Bookmark the permalink. 

AMS :: ATX is a blog dedicated to 

represent ing the many activities and 

interests of the department of 

American Studies al The University ol 

Texas at Austin. Together ~·J i t h the 

department's Twitter leed, this blog 

exists to serve the AMS and Austin 

communities by acting as a hub for up· 

to-date information on events and 

opportunities at UT and beyond. 

Email Su bscriptio11 

Enter your email address to subscribe to 

this blog and receive notifications of 

new posts by email. 

loin 1,705 other followers 

I Enter your email address 

I Sign me up! I 

011 Face book 

Co11tributors 

•• l!im 
Cat egories 

5 Questions 

Alumni Voices 

• 

Announcements 

Departmental Theme 

Faculty Research 

Food\vays TX 

Grad Research 

Lists 

Read This 

Stories from Summer Vacat ion 

The End of Austin 

Uncategorized 

Undergrad Research 

watch Tliis 

Popt1lar Posts 

S(ish) Questions: A Conversation 

With Dr. Ramzi Fawaz (University of 

Wisconsin - Madison) 

Grad and Faculty Research: UT AMS 

at ASA! 

Graduate Research + Exhibition: 

Natalie Zelt on La Toya Ruby Frazier 

Stories from Summer Vacat ion: 

Anne Gess ler on Cooperatives in 

New Orleans 

Watch Tliis: Dr. Julia Mickenberg on 

Book TV 

Tweets 

RT @H_AMSTDY: 2015-2016 Harry 

Ransom Center Research 

Fellowships in the Humanities 

@ransomcenter @UT Austin 

networks.h· 

net.org/node/2602/disc ... 

12 hours ago 

RT @EndofAustin: Dave Grohl waxes 

poetic about Austin's preccirious 

future 

rollingstone.com/music/news/q·ci ... 

12 hours ago 

Wily do we find solace in sad 

songs? 

psmag.com/ navigati-0n/boo ... 

14 hours ago 

RT@NewBlackM.an: The Oral History 

of Will Smith and OJ Jazzy Jeff's 

'Parents just Don't Understand' 

esqu ire.com/biogs/cu lture/ .. . 

1 day ago 

How do we find words to express 

pain? 

bookf oru m. com/ review/ 13868 

1 day ago 

W" Follow @am stud ies 

RSS Feeds 

RSS - Posts 

RSS - Comments 


