
UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS, August 13, 1883. 
The Board of Regents of the University of Texas, in June 

just passed, published a preliminary announcement in which was 
set forth the time established for the opening of the University 
for instruction, to-wit: on the 15th of September proximo; the 
requirements for the admission of students, and also a general 
outline of the studies in the several departments of the Uni
versity course as at present adopted. 

The Board of Regents at their last meeting appointed Smith 
Ragsdale, A. M., late president of Salado College, to be Proctor 
of the University. The Regents think it proper also in this ap
pointment to felicitate the people of Texas and the University; 
so much do the convenience, the comfort and the well-being of 
the students depend on the Proctor. Prof. Ragsdale has been 
a distinguished educator in higher branches of instruction 
throughout his life in Texas, of which he is a native. Probably 
no man can be found who understands the wants, the tastes, 
the prejudices and prepossessions of our youth, and especially 
in connection with an institution of learning of the first class, 
better than Professor Ragsdale, and few as well. Persons 
wishing information concerning the University, can address the 
Proctor, at Austin. Letters addressed to any member of the 
Board of Regents, or to their secretary, A. P. Wooldridge, Esq., 
Aud tin, will also receive careful attention. Students arriving at 
Austin will also receive every facility from the Proctor in mat
ters relating to board and similar matters. 

Circumstances, which it is not necessary here to state, have 
prevented the contractor for erecting the University building 
from completing the the same within the time specified in the 
contract. The Board of Regents, at their late meeting, made 
arrangements for completing and furnishing the basement 
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rooms, and several of the large rooms of the first story, in time 
for occupancy and use of the University on the fifteenth of Sep
tember. They have also got permission from his excellency, the 
Governor, and also the Commissioner of 8tatistics, who has 
charge of the public State buildings, to use, for the University, 
the Chamber of the Senate and the Hall of the House of Repre
sentatives, when they shall not be needed by those bodies, re
spectively. The Judges of the High Courts have also generously 
tendered to the Professors of the Law Department of the Uni
versity their court rooms, until proper rooms shall be made. 
ready in the University building. 

Suitable furniture of excellent manufacture, ordered from the 
large house of Andrews & Co., of Chicago, the Regents have 
been assured, will be in Austin in time to be in place for use on 
the opening of the University. 

The apparatus and material and general equipment for the 
Departments of Chemistry and Physics, ordered and selected by 
Professor Mallet, will be on hand in Austin at the opening of the 
University. 

After most careful advisement, the Board of Regents unani
mously decided to change the requirement in their preliminary 
announcement, which fixed the age for the admission of young 
women to the University at not less than seventeen years, and to 
place the same at sixteen years, establishing the same age for 
students of either sex. 

The time fixed for the opening of the University draws nigh, 
when instruction in the several departments under the eight 
professors will formally and practicallycommence. The Regents 
cannot contemplate without solicitude the launching into action 
of the University of Texas, an institution of the first class in the 
full sense of the phrase; an institution fraught with gigantic, 
never ending blessings for Texas-blessings on all our people in 
their dearest worldly interests and for all time to come; and they 
are cheered by the reflection that everything looks auspicious 
for a vast measure of triumphant success. 

In closing this memorandum it may not be out of place to 
state that the Regents have, in all their action, conformed strictly 
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to the requirements of the Constitution of the State, and to the 
laws relating to the University. A full record has been regu
larly kept of all their proceedings, which record, as well as every 
act of the Regents, has been thrown open to the world, to every 
individual, be he a stranger or citizen, without the least delay 
or the least hesitation. The Regents have found that there has 
unavoidably devolved on them an amount of labor with a con
sumption of time very much greater than would be readily sus
pected. These labors and these encroachments on their time hane 
compelled several gentlemen appointed as Regents, eventually 
to resign, as interfering materially with their respective private 
business, an office without salary or emolument, and of which 
the actual expenses exceed the reasonable expenses allowed by 
law. 

The people of Texas determined to establish an University of 
the first class, one worthy of the lofty aspirations of their im
perial State, an institution which shall bring the fountains of all 
knowledge, and the power which springs therefrom, within the 
reach of its humblest child. The obstacles to the organization 
of such an institution are very great, the labors are difficult. 
The Regents of the University, in their work, have perfect con
fidence in the generous justice of the goodly State of Texas. 

ASHBEL SMITH, 
President of the Board of Regents of the University of Texas. 

NoTE. Austin, August 25. The sickness of the gentlemen 
having charge of the work on the University, the death of a 
sub-contractor, and the strike of the masons have retarded a few 
days the progress of the work. Everything is now proceeding 
favorably, and the building will be completed with the least 
possible delay. In the meantime, some arrangements have been 
made, and others will be made, for securing rooms for the use 
of the faculty and students of the University. A. S. 
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