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I was delighted to get your letter and learn that you had already 
decided in favor of writing a general article about the status of 
work on the Minoan scripts. I think it w.i. ll be ideally w ited to our 
number and I also feel that there is a real need for it in the 
scholarly world as well as in the non-scholarly . I am constantly 
amazed at how few of my colleagues seem to have any awareness of the 
real basic problems involved in the deciphering of Hinoan. I am sure 
that a statement of these will not only interest our colleagues but 
may help to direct their efforts along more profitable lines. I twould 
be fine if Myres would let you use some of the unpublished material. 

Now after starting with a warning that you hold your breath, I would 
like to break the n~rs that an anonymous friend of the Institute has 
just given me $700 to be used for some worthy project, preferably the 
publication of your opus on ~ords in -inth-• as a monograPh of the 
Institute . I wrote to Dow about this yesterday , but of oourse have not 
yet had time :for an answer . I must say right now that it is of course 
not yet clear sailing. The $700 will certainly not cover the cost of 
publishing, though it is a comfortable nest egg. Also some of the 
powers that be in the Institute may feel that your paper is not sufficiently 
archaeological and that a preference, therefore, should be given to same
thing else. Or course in this I hold the trump hand in that (1) it was 
I who wangled the donation, (2) the donor is enthusiastic about publishing 
ycur paper and {3) my word on publications carries a good deal of weight 
ex-officio in the Institute . I real ize that you yourself are entitled 
to an opinion in the matter and that you may have some reservations con
cerning its publication at a relatively near date in its present form . 
In case you have, let me do what I can to encourage you to release it for 
publication . I think that it is an extremely important study and one 
vihich should by all means see the light of day . 

I have read Part I fairly carefully and more or less skimmed through Parts 
II and III . The only qestion in my own mind is whether Part III could 
perhaps be expanded a bit so as to make it more striking . You have of 
course avoided anything at all dangerous by way of conclusions and you 
are certainly right in doing this. I just wonder, however, kn~ring 
nothing about it, whether it wouldn't be possible to have a few pages 
of rather more general conclusions pointing out that you have evidence 
of a language other than Greek, summarizing the conclusions as to the 
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nature of this language which can be drawn from the earlier discussion 
in your paper, and perhaps saying a little something about the relation 
of this evidence to the evidence of the Minoan inscriptions themselves, 
that is to say, whether your work on the inscriptions suggests that words 
were formed in the same manner that the words in -inth- appear to have 
been. You may feel that there is not enough evidence to warrant a gen
eral conclusion of this type and that any such deductions would be so 
dangerous that they might in future years appear to deduct from the value 
of the work. That, of course, is up to you and this is only a suggestion 
from a publicity-mad editor. 

I was glad that you are interested in Sardis. The whole matter continues 
to look hopeful in spite of the fact that there are still a great many 
problems to be solved. I don't suppose that you know of any person or 
institution that has dollars to throw away or which might be coaxed to 
put sane of them into this, preferably donors without any strings at
tached in forms of demands of a share in the direction of the dig, etc., 
etc. We have enough money now to make a start, but I would seriously 
hesitate to embark on a venb~e of this sort unless we were reasonably 
sure of sufficient funds to carry it on for a decent number of years. 
I would like to have enough for a bout five years' work lined up before 
we actually start. S9 rdis is an enormously expensive site to dg and 
should not be touched except by an institution that is prepared to do it 
on a fairly large scale. If we can't secure sufficient funds to guaran
tee this, I would rather devote my attention to a smaller excavation 
which we could handle properly. In case I didn't say so before, I exp3ct 
to be field director. 

To get back to your article on the script, it will be in the January-March 
1948 munber. We have been threatening prospective contributors with a 
September 1947 deadline~ though we could actually handle anything as late 
as October. I hope that you can manage to do it ~then. It would be 
much easier for us if you would have all your Minoan characters in draw
ings rather than in the text of the article. I am quite certain that our 
press does not have the font for Minoan characters; in this case it v-ould 
cause a great many editorial and typesetting difficulties to try to put 
isolated characters in the text. As I think I a1ggested before, you will 
get much better reproductions of your drawings if they can be done on a 
fairly large scale; these would then be reduced in printing with the re
sult that any minor fuzziness in the drawings would disappear. I have 
no very fixed idea about the length of article required. I should think 
roughly of something in the neighborhood of 28 double spaced pages, but 
it seems to me that the best thing is for you to take as much space as 
you believe necessary and leave it up to us to try to find room for it. 
By all means put your footnotes all together at the end of the article. 
It is an infernal nuisance for an editor to have them scattered through 
the article and the press doesn't like it either. 
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Sundwall 1 s idea about a 11Minoan Institute" is provocative. Do you 
think he refers simply to epigraphical and linguistic material, or to 
all archaeological material in general? In either case it vrould be a 
fairly big order and I wonder whether Myres, the Italians~ and the Greeks~ 
would cooperate to the extent of supplying us with casts of their in
scriptions. I didn't mention Blegen in the above list because I am very 
much afraid that he intends to sit on his material for a good many years 
and give no one else a chance to get at it. If it is a question of col
lecting simply epigraphical rna terial and if some financial support could 
be found for such a project, it might very well be that facilities for 
storing it and making it available to scholars could be found right here 
in my ovm museum. I would certainly strongly support such a project. 
The chief trouble to that, of .course~ is that you are the person in this 
country who is working most actively in the material and it should really 
be in a place which is easily accessible to you. Of course I am interested 
in it and have dabbled in it, but I think it rather unlikely that I will 
continue to make it my major field of research. There is, on the other 
hand, one point strongly in favor of having it here and that is that it 
should be possible for us to secure some originals from my excavations at 
Kourion and we already have a little bit of classical Cypriote syllabic 
material, though admittedly of late date. I should certainly have no 
trouble whatever in securing casts or squeezes of most or all of the 
known Cypro-Minoan material. This wruld :form a nucleus around which the 
other could be built. Also, of course, the rather peculiar position of the 
AJA in a world which is able to afford very few fUll-time archaeological 
periodicals might give me a somewhat stronger claim than usual upon the 
cooperative sympathy of jealous colleagues abroad. Most of themwant to 
publish in the AJA and perhaps they might worry about incurring our di a
pleasure by being sticky about the whole matter. Of course, the ideal, 
and perhaps the only, way of handling the matter as it should be handled, 
would be to try to obtain a grant from some foundation or learned society 
to provide for suitable accommodation of the material and for a person to 
be in charge of it, either independently as head of an Institute, or under 
me as part of the Mediterranean Section of the Museum. Getting way ahead 
of myself and asking another one of those iffy questions without benefit of 
if's, would you be interested and available for such a project if it were 
to become feasible (I see that at least one if crept into the sentence 
after all)? It might be possible to work out some combination between the 
Museum and the University with some outside help, for example :from the 
American Philosophical Society, whereby this could really be realized. 
I would certainly be glad to keep it in mind and keep my eye open for 
opportunities of support. Let me know what you think of the whole matter, 
including your own availability in case the thing really materializes. 

I agree with you as to the confusion in pre-Homeric terminology. Certainly 
no one of the terms used is really satisfactay for the field as a whole. 
I find that I normally tend to use the purely chronological term Bronze 
Age when speaking of the subject collectively and to differentiate it into 
Minoan, Helladic, and Cycladic in details. I don't like the term Homeric 
because it ~ the question as to when Homer lived and wrote and of 
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the dateof his sources, a subject which I consider very much open to 
discus s ion. It might become humiliating in the future if it were to be 
determined that Homer were entirely post-Homeric. 

I am getting garrulous, so I had better stop and get back to work. I 
shall be very glad to hear any additional comments you have to make on 
the above or any of the earlier subjects mentioned in this letter. 

Cordially yours, 

JFD:ek 
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