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Your letter came while I was away wearing myself rag@Bd in the attempt 
to get a rest . I was delighted to hear from you and to learn that you 
are forging bravely ahead with the Minoan script. 

I feel really encouraged by the possibility of your making a contri
bution to our Homeric symposium. Two ideas suggested in your letter, 
one for the symposium and one for a book review, are excellent . I 
wonder, though, whether the t\vo couldn't be combined. It appears to me 
that it would be an admirable idea if you were to write an article ~ Uv.- 1~ u.o. 
summarizing the progress of work and analyzing the present situation 
with regard to the J,~ inoan script. It seems to me that this should ap-
pear as a full fledged article rather than simply as a book review . The 
whole basic idea behind the prepar £~.tion of this special number of the 

J and the symposium was to indicate to the non-archaeological classi
cist the various ways in which archaeology has or may contribute to the 
solution of the Homeric problem in its broadest sense. Everybody is 
interested in the r~inoan script and it is astounding how few people 
know anything about it. I really think that an article such as this 
would be extremely valuable. I think it would be useful not only to 
summarize the most recent work in the matter but to state the problem 
generally, indicate the various lines which have been followed in at
tempting to crack the script and saying a brief word about the real 
merits of the different methods; then, I think, a brief statement, in 
which I hope you will not be modest, of the present state of the study, 
with your ideas as to its probable future development. The comments 
on the varicus books and articles you mention could be worked into this 
wherever they belong, same like Hrozny's could well go among the falla
cious attempts to decipher it; others such as Carratelli's could be in-
cluded, whether under the present state of the problem or in a list of 
the available material, in case you decided to include this . 

If carratelli's book was sent to you for review, you would probably be 
obliged to write a brief review of it apart from your article. I would 
like very much to have this review to go into the same number of the JA 
since I am going to try to get as many reviews of books as possible 
bearing on the problem treated in the main part of the volume. 

I do not mean by the above to disc our age your other idea for an article. 
I think this would be excellent and I certainly would be glad to have it . 
My above suggestion is due in large part to your expressed uncertainty 
as to whether you would have time to do the article you propose. 



Miss Alice E. Kober 
5 September 1947 
Page 2 

As you probably lmmrv, we plan not only a special number of the AJA, but 
we also intend to have a short verbal symposium after the annual dinner 
at which about four people will be asked to t~k for ten or fifteen 
minutes each. The papers for the symposium will probably be chosen from 
among those appearing in the AJA. In many, if not all, cases however it 
will not be possible to d liver the paper exactly as it appears in the 
AJA, for reasons of time. I for one am very glad that it will not be 
because I think that it would be something of a waste or effort to give 
exactly the same paper and in exactly the same words both in the AJA and 
at the banquet. I think that the papers given at the banquet should be 
prepared for easy and intelligible delivery without footnotes (I have a 
horror of people who spak with footnotes). Mind you, I am not the one 
whowill select the papers for the banquet. I will undoubtedly be able 
to put in my dime's worth, as I always do, hmvever, and it is my feeling 
that a simple and intelligible statement of the fundamental problems in
volved in the decipherment of the Minoan inscriptions, of the present 
state of the rna tter, and of the future, will be of distinct interest to the 
audience. I would therefore be inclined to recommend that this paper, in 
case you decide to do it, be included among thae selected for the banquet. 

There is no reason for you to feel guilty about all the work I have been 
doing this summer. You have certainly been extremely kind at helping me 
whenever possible. I am sorry that I have been so busy that I haven't 
been able to keep the editorial board of the Journal so well informed of 
developments as I had hoped to, and asi started to when I first took over. 
I hope that when the present rush is over it may be possible to get back 
to this. 

Swanson has returned the article which we rejected last year, saying th~ 
he has remedied a few of the shortcomings which you noted in it. Vfuen 
I have a chance to look at it more carefully, I will either reject it 
again on the basis of your criticisms of last year or else, in case it 
seems really improved, send it on to you for a second inspection. Per
sonally I doubt that it will be acceptable. 

Our museum has acquired a new director who is very anxious to restore 
us to our old place in the sun. He is prodding me, as~f prodding were 
necessary, to decide upon an outstanding site for excavation and to get 
at it. Have you any suggestions? Dr. Rainey (our directa-) is not 
afraid of a big site and as a mat t er of fact he feels that we should 
choose something of such real importance that it will call the attention 
of the scholarly world to the fact that we are back in swinging, with 
confidence in the future. My thoughts have been turning to Turkey, which 
is a rich and really unexplored field, and which is apparently becoming 
much more accessible to archaeologists, particularly American, than before. 
I have been thinking a good deal about Sardis. It would probably not con
tribute much to my Mycenaean preoccupations, but it might throw extremely 
important light on many other problems of concern to both Greece and 
the East. The Lydian language, of course, is one which should ep peal 
to you. In your work on Anatolian languages you may well have formed 
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certain theories as to unexcavated or insufficiently excavated sites 
or regions which may yield key evidence. Ir you do, I would be most 
grateful for suggestions. To compose a very iffy sentence, if we do 
dig at Sardis, and if we do find masses of Lydian inscriptions, and 
if no one objects, and if you are willing, you may find yourself invited 

to publish them. You see, I learned not to commit myself when I was in 
the A:rmy. 

Our excavations in Cyprus will presumably continue for some time, though 
it is doubtful that any further work will be done at the Late Bronze Age 
site after I finish up my own work there. I plan to go out next fall for 
the 1948 season to round off the f;;1ycenaean site with a view to publishing 
as soon as possible. I expect to ta~ advantage of this trip abroad to 
go to Turkey and make a tour of available sites, possibly entering into 
negotiations for the excavation of one of these. 

Cordially yours, 

~~ 

JFD :ek 


	JFDtoAEK19470907.01
	JFDtoAEK19470907.02
	JFDtoAEK19470907.03

