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Dear Franklin, 
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BROOKL-YN . N . Y. 

1050 East 43rd St. 
Brooklyn 10, N.Y. 
October 12, 1946 

My conscience has been pricking me for over a week, telling 
me I should make some answer to your statement of policy. I've 
disregarded it, a thing that was all the more difficult because 
all that time I've been working with the material in your 

Prolegomena to the Cypro- inoa.n Script' • I've finally reached 
the point where I'm trying to correlate all the scripts, so 
that I can finally settle, to my own satisfaction, the vexing 
question of whether any are written in the same language. ~y 
the way, you once offerred me the use of your material. If 
the offer is still good, I could use it now. Since I'm on leave, 
I could come down to Philadelphia some time. 

I 

This is the third time I've rewritten this· letter, and I 
see that what was formerly the last paragraph has now become the 
first. othing like getting my personal business over first. 

All the changes you propose for the A.J.A. seem excellent. 
The double issue would clear thin~s un, especially if, as seems 
likely, printing diffi~~~ties continue; and we are in dan~er of 
getting further behind;~ews from the Field will be ery valuable-
even best, there was ~lways a considera1le time apse between 
the publication of new discoveries in the f..rch. Anz. and the 
time it was available here; the solution of the foreign scholar-
ship problem seems just. • 

The information you ask for presents difficulties, especially 
in philology. How much time is it worthwhile for an archaeological 
journal to devote to philological work? I don't even know which 
philological publications are now Ilegularly covered by the A.J.A. 
Some publish material of archaeological interest only every few 
years, but then sometimes it is of enormous importance, especially 
in the field of decipherment of unknown languages, as for ~~stance, 
Sundwall' s work in the Acta "~cademiae Aboensis, and Hrozny' s in 
the Archivum Orientale Pragense. I can't suggest titles till 
I know approximately what policy will be adopted. I think I can 
promise names of readers and reviewers when I know what to suggest. 

Speaking of reviews, I'll be sending you one of Hrozny's 
'decipherment" of Minoan when I've cooled off. If I wrote it 
now, it would have to be on asbestos paper. I've just finished 
a careful analysis of it, and got madder by the minute. Did you 
know Karzatelli finally published the llagia Triada inscrintions 
in 1945? I just heard of it, and am tryin~ to get hold of the 
book. 

If you are going to write a series of letters to the Editorial 
Board--and that's certainly a good thing--have you thought of 
hectograohing them? I've discovered the usefullness of hecto-



graphing this year, and I advocate it to everybody. You can 
typewrite your rr~ster, either with hectograph ribbon, or by using 
a hectograph carbon, which is what I do, and run off as many as 
fifty copies. All the equipment needed actually is a8 man~r 
gelatin pags as you have pages. The pads can be reused indefinitely, 
i$ you give each between 24 and 48 hours 'b.6 absorb previous 
material. And the great advantage is that if you make a mistake, 
you just paste, a ptlece of paper over it, and write over that. 
The pags-- tgelatin films" is the teahnical termo;-enly cost about 
fifty cents a piece. 

Maybe I should try for a job as publicity agent. 

Sincerely 

~~~ 
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