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1050 East 43rd St. 
Brooklyn 10, N.Y. 
May 6, 1948 

Dear Franklin, 

Well, it was fun while it lasted. I can't say your news 
was unexpected, because I am a pessimist from •way back, and 
always expect the worst--hoping to be pleasantly surprised. 

I'm nmch more bothered about the Minoan Institute.'* I do 
not like the idea of starting it at Brooklyn. First, I doubt that 
it could be done, and second, if it could, it would be all tied 
up in red tape, college, city and state. In addition, it would 
be rather hard for me to walk out on it, and one result of your 
getting me to consider leaving, is that I really considered it, 
and came to the conclusion that it would be necessary, sooner or 
later. 

I don't think there would be much to do about it at first. 
If you could keep it at Pennsylvania, I'd gladly come down to get 
it into order, and, every so often, to look after it. That's 
what I thought of doing in the first place, when I suggested it. 
I don't see how it could possibly require more than one Saturday 
a month, or something like that. Vihen you consider that I'm 
jogging off to England for _something similar, and in some ways 
perhaps hardly as important, you can see that I really mean it. 
After all, Philadelphia is right next door. But, of course, that 
is up to you and the Museum. 

Sir John said he was sending me a copy of his nfirm statement. n 
It hasn't arrived, but I can imagine it. He says what he thinks, 
firmly, decisively, and oh, so politely. I can hardly realize I 
have only seen him for six weeks, once. He is a wonderful man. 

I also took it upon myself to suggest that that AJA would 
probably be delighted to publish&OC whatever the Oxford Press wouldn't. 
I think Sir John can be persuaded--provided the offer itself doesn't 
scare the Press into doing its manifest duty. And, for goodness sake, 
forget my momograph, if that money will do any good for this project. 

,.,. 

( I just read my article over, and think, after all, it can s&and 
the way it is. I was more cautious in my statements than I remembered. 
The only change really necessary, is in connection with the Pylos 
inscriptions. I say seven inscriptions are available in photograph 
form, and now there are eight with the one in the American Schbol 
pamphlet. 

I noted two typographical errors, which I hope I corrected in 
the master, though I did not do so in my cop~. 

p. 3, line 4: at the end of the sen~~nce, after the words 
that waz there should be (fig. 1~. 

In my copy I have foot-note 5, but no reference to it in 
the text, and no mention of fig, 1. If the addition doesn't 
make too much trouble, it should go there. If it is troublesome, 
it may fit at the end of the paragraph. 

p. 21, paragraph 2, line 3: phonetical should read phone!ic. 

I should think galley-proof would arrive before I leave. If 
not, I'll write all the changes out for you. There may perhaps 
be some others by that time. 

Sundwall was off lecturing in Sweden at the end of April, but 
I should be hearing from him pretty soon. I doubt that any important 
changes will be necessary in my translation. By the way, do you 



want his German original? 

The Minoan front is really moving, though in no particular direction. 

Ventltll.s has been added to the l -ist of my correspondents, and nod.ay 

a letter came from Bossert (from Constantinople, via Chicago, where 

he sent the letter, which was forwarded by Ann :Perkins). Bossert says 

he expects to be finished with Hieroglyphic Hittite soon, and then 

will return to Minoan. The only country I~ don't hear from is France. 

I'm still on one of those plateaus of learning we hear about. 

Working hard, but getting nowhere. All the same, I see faint signs 

of SQ~_t!!_ing_ jus~ over _the l!_o=r iZQ!l• _ 

So you'll be off to Greecet Myres is still hoping that Platen 

will dig out the Linear B inscriptions at the Heracleion Museum. I 

don't think he will, myself, but I'm sure, if he does, it m 11 be at 

the worst possible time for me. 

I do hope you' 11 dig up something important (and literally, too). 

Bob Ehrich is now at Brooklyn, and drops in every so often to chat 

on archaeological subjects. By this time I no longer blink when 

"Pete'" Daniel is mentioned. That puzzled me at first. But it is a 

nom jusee, suits you to a~' "T". 

I do feel guilty about the job. I wasn't much help to you. 
But it may turn out to be for the best. I was a little worried about 
concentra~ing on Indo-European when Minoan is at this critical stage. 

- - ,r-r -r- dlrd-e-C"ide--Mirroan -1- ihd<r-Europearr now, ot1 llav--e~to r-ear tn.a.~ 

it's because I'm prejudiced. 

Do let me know about the Institute. I haven't any idea of what 
to do if you can't keep it. Maybe I'll speak to Mr. Moe of the 
Guggenheim Foundation. He may have some constructive ideas, especially 
if I make it clear I don't want monep, only advice. New York, I'm 
convinced, is no place for it. 

YOu'll h ear from me as soon as I hear from Sundwall. 

Sincerely 

~ 
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