
Dear .k''ranklin, 

1050 East 43rd St. 
Brooklyn 10, N.Y •. 
October 21, 1947 

Your letter was waiting for me when I got home, after mailing 
the article and reviews this morning. I've been having bad luck with 
lette recently. Letters have been crossing with every one of my 
correspondents. 

I haven't said anything about your project to lure the University 
authorities into luring me from Brooklyn, because I thought I would 
let the gods decide the matter. When I say it's the kind of thing I 
hoped to get when I was around sixty, you can see why I say nothing 
and lay low. 

I haven't published anything on general IE because I didn't have 
anything worthwhile to say, and publishing an article a year on 
Minoan has kept me busy. I have a f.air•ly sound general .background, 
which includes about four years of Sanskrit with Edgerton of Yale, some 
Tocharian with Lane of North Carolina, Old Irish with Dillon of Chigago, 
Old 'Persian (a ..-~e.~ smattering--! waw toobusy learning six other 
languages at the same t~~J with Kent, Hittite with Sturtevant and 
Goetze, and assorted. non~uropean languages ranging from Sumerian to ~~ 
Chinese. I have enough self-confidence to feel I can teach anything 

. classical, though I must admit I'd have to brush up on Greek dialects. 
I've neglected them in favor ·of Minoan dia.learts these last years. And 
I don't know a thing about Slavic languages, except what I learn in 
comparative grammars. I mention that, because it is one of Kent's 
accomplishments. 

Let's see--what else1 I think I'm a good teacher, at\least my students 
come to c·lass with a smile, laugh at my joK:es, learn what I want them 
to, and kenjoy it tremendously. 

By the way, who is in Classics at Pennsylvania? Heffner, I know, 
(that is, I don't know him too well, but have corresponded with hi~, 
since he's the editor of the Classical Week~) but who eLse? Practically 
all the editors of journals I subscribe to are there, but most of them 
aren t classical. 

Talking of editors, I must say I was glad I had.mentioned your 
"Prolegomena" in foot-notes before. I wasn't going to omit a necessary 
discussion of a basic work just because you are editor of the AJA., 
but it was a relief to know that this wasn't the first -time I referred 
to it. Hope I didn't misinterpret you. If I did, please emend. 

I like the print and the paper of the new journal. It's much 
easier on the eyes, and doesn't, for some reason, look quite as 
formidable. 

Sundwall' s letters and mine have be.en crossing like mad. He 
writes about once a week; I know just how he feels • It's wonderful 
to be able to talk things over with somebody who knows something about 
your work. I'll write and ask him about his article--but will wa it 
a few days, in case he writes in answer to my previous letter. I'll 
also send your correct ad~res s again, just to play safe. 
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I do hope the Sardis expedition works out. 
Herodotus in our Classical Civilization course, 
about Croesus and Lydia. I'm beginning to feel 

c? ~ ""'1 (~'I 
I'm just begi~ning 

and we've been talking 
as though I own them. 

Now, after about a month's absence, I'm going back to Linear B. 
Keep your fingers crossed. I'm starting a tabulation of all the ncases" 
in the hope that I can tie them down. It gets very complicated, because 
some f'orrns seem to be the same for two or more "casesn, but I'm hoping 
for some results. If I can get them this way, just using my vocabulary 
and inscription lists, and the suffix and ~ sign-juxtaposition file, 
I'll save a couple of years' work. If I can't get at it that way, I'll 
have to compile _statistics on sign use. You can figure out for yourself 
how long it will take to compare each of 78 signs with EZ8 . other signs, 
at 15 minutes (with luck) for each comparison. Let's see, 78 time 77 
time~ 15 minutes--that's about 1,500 hours. I did it on the little slide· 
rule I just bought to hasten the arithmetic I'll have to do. 

I'm a nalicious creature. . Boy 1 wouldn 1 t I love to decipher rlinoan 
before Blegen ~1U:sx publishes the Pyles material. But then he'd 
probably have to rewrite the whole thing, and hold e. verythinG up 
another decade or so. 

Back to the files for me. 
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