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SITE; TZUM (Suna, Suum) NUMBER P/T6 DATE 3/15/86

BACKGROUND: Maler is the first person to report on this site although his data have

not yet been published. I have seen a typed copy of his handwritten notes from 1887 and

there can be no doubt that the site he called Suna is the same site that Eric Von Euw

(1977) called Tzum. Von Euw's report deals largely with the carved stelae and other

sculptured stones he found there in 1975 although he did include some very brief gen

eral notes on building remains, together with a good map. A Maler photograph of a

portion of Structure A-21 on Von Euw's map (1977, p. 48-49) was published by Case (1911)

and later by Hissink (1935). David Potter (1977) included a photograph and a brief note

on a room in a building he called Structure C but called the site Suum. I did not see this

room but believe it is in Von Euw's Structure C-3. I visited the site in March of 1986 and

my notes deal mostly with Structures E-3 and A-21, both of which include some standing
walls and vaults.

SITUATION: The ruins are situated about 8.5 kilometers west-southwest from Bolonchen

de Rejon, a modern village on the highway between Merida and Campeche.

TOPOGRAPHY: The ground in the vicinity of the site is generally flat but there are num

erous hills interspersed between the level areas. The site is on the edge of a good sized

savanna but four of the five major groups of structures are sited on hilltops, group E be

ing the highest.

WATER SUPPLY: Von Euw (1977) indicates that there is an aguada about two hundred

meters from the site and Maler (1887, unpublished notes) said that one of the ancient chul-

tuns had been repaired by natives living near the ruins and was in use at the time of his

visit. We did not see this chultun but a ring from the top of a chultun was found in front

of a milpero's hut (Fig. ).

MAPS: Von Euw (1977) included a good map of the major structures at the site which is

reproduced in simplified form in figure

SIZE: The structures shown in Von Euw's map cover an area measuring a little over nine

hundred meters from north to south and five hundred and fifty meters from east to west.

Within this area some eighty-six structures and four sacbeob have been plotted as well as

a ballcourt, indicating that the site was of some importance.

CIVIC PLAN: As shown on Von Ewe's map, the site is organized into five major groups

which are connected to one another by means of raised saceob. Four of these groups are

on hilltops (Groups B, C, D and E), while the largest group (Group A) is on relatively lev

el ground at the edge of the savanna to the west.
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SITE: TZUM (Suna, Suum) NUMBER P/T6 DATE 3/15/86

CIVIC PLAN: (continued)

Groups A and C have formal, rectalinear organizations with the various structures organ
ized around a series of adjacent courts while the other groups show more "organic" organ

izations, designed to take advantage of the natural terrain. The presence of the four

sacbeob, which are not really common in the Puuc or Chenes regions, is reminiscent of

sites in the Peten in Guatemalawhere sacbeob are frequently used to tie together inde

pendent groups of structures sited on adjacent hills.

COMMENTS: As noted by Von Euw, the site has been subjected to extensive looting and

the few remaining rooms with vaults are in a deplorable state of near collapse, brought
about in part by the depredation of looters. The facade with the mask shown in Maler's

photo has now completely fallen, as has most of the adjacent facade.
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SITE: TZUM (Suna) NUMBER: P/T6 DATE: 3/15/86

STRUCTURE A-21

GENERAL DESCRIPTION: Good sized building with complex floor plan which appears
to have had rooms on two levels. Building now mostly fallen except for portions of five

rooms near northeast corner which are sufficiently intact to offer some architectural
details. Maler's photograph, taken in 1887, shows west facade of Room 5 which has

now collapsed.

ORIENTATION: 95 degrees, perpendicular to Room 3.

BASE MOLDING: No data - covered with debris.

LOWER WALLS:

Height: Unknown - base covered with debris.

Stonework: Walls faced with small, moderately well-cut blocks.

Thickness: Exterior wall of Room 3 is .72m thick at doorjamb.

Decoration: None.

DOORWAYS:

Shape: Unknown - all doorways fallen.

Jambs: Jambs of doorway to Room 3 faced with small blocks, similar to

wall facing stones.

Lintel: No data - fallen.

MEDIAL MOLDING:

Form: Three members, with continuous colonnettes in central member. Lowest

member with considerable inward slope.

Size: Overall height
- ,46m. Upper member

- .17m high. Central member -

.17m high.

Projection: Lower member projects .25m beyond wall below.

UPPER WALL:

Height: .91 m -

top of medial molding to bottom of cornice.

Decoration: North facade of Room 3 has continuous colonnettes. West facade

of Room 5 with mask over doorway, now fallen.

Stonework: Typical classic Puuc stonework.

Other: Five colonnettes still in place at intersection of Rooms 3 and 5.



SITE: TZUM (Suna) NUMBER: P/T6 DATE: 3/15/86

STRUCTURE A-21 (continued)

CORNICE:

Form: Similar to medial molding with addition of outward sloping coping mem

ber above.

Size: Total height of three lower members = .30m. Colonnettes in central

member = .20m high.

Projection: Lower member projects .15m beyond colonnettes below.

ROOF STRUCTURE: Rooms on second level now completely collapsed. No data.

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: Classic Puuc Mosaic style. (Colonnettes and mask in upper

wall zone).

OBSERVATIONS: Painted capstone in debris adjacent to Room 5. Stairway to upper

level rooms on north side, now completely collapsed. Room 4 (room behind stairway)
apparently filled in when stairway was constructed.
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SITE: TZUM (Suna) NUMBER: P/T6 DATE:

STRUCTURE A-21

ROOM 1, Interior Details

DIMENSIONS:

Length; 2.56m.

Width; 2.40m.

WALLS:

Height; 1.90m - floor to springline = 6 courses of facing stones.

Thickness: No data.

Stonework: Walls faced with small blocks, moderately well-cut.

Doorways: No data - fallen.

Rod Sockets; No data.

Cordholders; No data.

Rings; None visible.

Wall Openings; None visible.

Platforms; None.

Observations: Vault parallel to vault in Room 3.

VAULTS:

Springline Offset; ,02-.05m.

Height: 1.32m -

springline to bottom of molding below capstones.

Form: Soffits with medium curvature.

Stonework: 6 courses in vault. Facing stones with squarish faces.

Capstones: Capstone span = .46m. Molding below capstones .11m high.

Crossbeams: Single crossbeams at springline, ,27m from end walls.

Observations: Doorway to Room 2 collapsed. All details similar to those

in Room 2.



SITE: TZUM (Suna) NUMBER:
p^rfi DATE:

STRUCTURE A-21

ROOM 2, Interior Details

DIMENSIONS:

Length; 2.60m.

Width; 2.15m.

WALLS:

Height; 1.90m - floor to springline.

Thickness: No data.

Stonework: 6-7 courses of facing stones with squarish faces.

Doorways: No data - fallen.

Rod Sockets: No data.

Cordholders: No data.

Rings; None in place.

Wall Openings; None.

Platforms: None.

Observations: Carved stone with chevron design in debris on floor. Design
similar to those sometimes found on molding stones.

VAULTS:

Springline Offset: .04-.07m.

Height: 1.12m -

springline to bottom of molding below capstones.

Form: Vault soffits with medium curvature.

Stonework; Similar to Room 1. 6 courses of vault stones.

Capstones: Capstone span = .54m. Molding below capstones .13m high.

Crossbeams: Single crossbeams near ends of room in first course of stones

below springline.

Observations: Doorway to Room 3 fallen.



SITE: TZUM (Suna) NUMBER: P/T& DATE: 3/15/86

STRUCTURE A-21, Room 3 - Interior Details

DIMENSIONS:

Length: 5.85 m

Width; 2.64 m

WALLS:

Height: Unknown - 7 courses = 1.54 m

Thickness: Exterior wall = .63 m thick

Stonework; Walls faced with small blocks with squarish faces

Doorjambs; Jambs faced with small stones, similar to wall facing stones

Rod Sockets; No data

Cordholders: No data

Rings;. None visible

Wall Openings: None

Platforms: None

Observations; Dividing wall to Room 2 = .53 m thick

VAULTS:

Springline offset; .02-. 03 m

Height; 1.52 m -

springline to bottom of molding below capstones

Form; Vault soffits with slight curvature

Stonework; 6 courses in vault. Facing stones are well-cut, with square to

rectangular faces. Wedge-shaped in section

Capstones; Capstone span = .50 m. Molding below capstones is .16 m high

Crossbeams: Single crossbeams near ends of room in first course of stones

below springline. Additional row, .12 m below capstone molding

Other; Typical classic Puuc stonework and details

Observations; Large looters hole high in west end wall
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SITE: TZUM (Suna) NUMBER: P/T6 DATE: 3/15/86

STRUCTURE E-3

GENERAL DESCRIPTION: Good sized, multi-chambered building with two parallel rows

of rooms. One or more rooms at west end at right angles to main rooms. Except for one

end of Room 1, which has part of a vault in place, only bits and pieces of walls and vaults

are visible in debris.

ORIENTATION: 15 degrees magnetic, perpendicular to main rooms running east-west.

EXTERIOR DETAILS: No data available as all facades are completely fallen. Large

corner-type columns and capitals in debris on north side which must have come from

north facade (see photo).

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: Assume classic Puuc Colonnette style, based on presence

of corner columns in debris.

TZUM, STRUCTURE E-3 - Plan



SITE: TZUM (Suna) NUMBER: P/T6 DATE:

STRUCTURE E-3

ROOM 1, Interior Details

DIMENSIONS:

Length: Unknown, south end wall fallen.

Width: 2.0m at north end.

WALLS:

Height: 2.54m - floor to springline.

Thickness; Dividing wall to Room 2 - .81m thick.

Stonework: Walls faced with small, moderately well-cut blocks. 11 courses.

Doorways: No data - exterior wall mostly fallen.

Rod Sockets: No data.

Cordholders: No data.

Rings; No data.

Wall Openings; No data.

Platforms; No data -

room mostly filled with debris.

Observations: Remaining plaster on wall unpainted, about .01m thick.

VAULTS:

Springline Offset: .0375m.

Height; 1.44m -

springline to bottom of molding below capstone.

Form; Soffits with slight curvature.

Stonework; Vault faced with 5 courses of stones with square faces. Wedge-
shaped in section.

Capstones; Capstone span = .25m. Molding below capstone is .075m high.

Crossbeams: Single crossbeams near end of room in second course of stones be

low springline. Additional beam just below springline
- .15m from end wall, with

additional row in vault about .60m above springline.

Observations: Very typical classic Puuc vaulting.



SITE: TZUM (SUNA) BUILDING: STRUCTURE A-21 DATE: 1889

STRUCTURE A-21

MALER PHOTO

MASK OVER DOOR TO ROOM 5.



SITE: TZUM (SUNA) BUILDING: STRUCTURE A-21 DATE: 3/15/86

STRUCTURE A-21 - RESTORED FACADE, ROOM 5

and SECTION THRU ROOM 3
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SITE: TZUM BUILDING: STRUCTURE E-3 DATE: 3/15/86

TZUM, STRUCTURE E-3 - Plan
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SITE: TZUM BUILDING: STRUCTURE A-21 DATE: 3/15/86

STRUCTURE A-21 - PAINTED CAPSTONE, PROBABLY FROM ROOM 5



SITE: TZUM BUILDING: GENERAL DATE: 3/15/86
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VIEW LOOKING NORTH FROM TOP OF STRUCTURE E-3

RING FROM CHULTUN
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SITE: TZUM BUILDING: STRUCTURE A-21 DATE: 3/15/86
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STRUCTURE A-21 - DETAIL OF UPPER FACADE, ROOM 3
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SITE: TZUM BUILDING: STRUCTURE A-21 DATE: 3/15/86
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STRUCTURE A-21 - INTERIOR OF ROOM 3 SHOWING MODERN GRAFFITI

STRUCTURE A-21 - DETAIL OF ROOM 3 SHOWING LOOTERS HOLE IN END WALL



SITE: TZUM BUILDING: STRUCTURE E-3 DATE: 3/15/86
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SITE: TZUM BUILDING: STRUCTURE E-3 DATE: 3/15/86
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STRUCTURE E-3 - DETAIL OF CAPSTONE AND STUCCO



SITE: TZUM BUILDING: STRUCTURE E-3 DATE: 3/15/86
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STRUCTURE CORNER COLUMNS AND CAPITAL IN DEBRIS

STRUCTURE E-3 - LARGE COLUMN ALTAR
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SITE: TZUM BUILDING: STRUCTURE E-3 DATE: 3/15/86

TZUM, STRUCTURE E-3 - Section thru Room 1
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