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The positive scientific evidence is that the

nuclear power plants constructed to ths date
are the cleanest and least polluting devices
for generating electricity so far developed by
man. Lightning and snakebite have proven
to be greater hazards to the health and
safety of the public than nuclear power
plants. The amount of radiation escaping
from a well designed nuclear plant is less
than that from the cosmic rays to which one
is exposed on a jet aircraft flight.

The energy crisis in the United States is
quite real. If we are to maintain our standard
of living we must construct nuclear power
plants with the greatest of urgency. They are
the only demonstrated and economically fea-
sible alternative we have for electric power
generation. We cannot afford to let fear and
superstition Impede the attainment of the
improved quality of living which we can
achieve.

From what we read and hear it would seem
that we are on the edge of impending doom.
A scientific evaluation of the evidence does
not support this conclusion. We clearly have
some undesirable problems attributed to
technological activities. The solution of these
problems will require a technical understand-
ing of their nature. The problems cannot be
solved unless they are properly identified.
This will require more technically trained
people, not less. These problems cannot be
solved by legislation unless the legislators un-
derstand the technical nature of the prob-
lems.

In my estimation, the most serious prob-
lem we face is the rapidly increasing human
population on a worldwide basis. The pollu-
tion of our natural waters with sewage and
chemicals is perhaps the second most serious
one. Nothing good has been found for either
sulfur oxides or particulate matter in our
air. Hydrocarbon emissions from our auto-
mobiles can be hazardous, especially in poor-
ly ventilated locations. I have not been able
to identify any problems that we do not al-
ready know how to solve. It is strictly a ques-
tion of economics. The back-to-nature ap-
proach of withdrawing from reality will ac-
complish nothing.

I believe, as Thomas Jefferson did, that if
the public is properly informed, the people
will make wise decisions. I know that the
public has not been getting all of the scien-
tific facts on many matters relating to
ecology. That is why I am speaking out on
this subject as a scientist and as a citizen.
Some of the information I have given you
may be contrary to the things you are being
led to believe, but I am willing to support my
conclusions on evidence good enough for me
to urge any of you to evaluate it for your-
selves.

We are all familiar with the Aesop fable
about the shepherd boy and the wolf. The
moral of the fable is: Those who are found to
misrepresent facts are not believed even when
they speak the truth.

In recent months, we have heard cries of
wolf with respect to our oxygen supply, the
buildup of carbon monoxide, phosphates in
the lake, thermal pollution, radiation effects
on health from nuclear power plants, nuclear
tests, lead in gasoline and mercury in fish,
to name a few. For the most part these cries
have not been malicious but have been based
largely on fear, ignorance or misinformation.
The people have listened to these cries and
have come running to the rescue, but they
are not finding many wolves.

Let us not cry wolf until we are reasonably
certain that we have done enough homework
to know what a wolf looks like. Otherwise we
may undermine our credibility and not he
believed by the people when we warn them of
the real wolves that do exist. We cannot solve
our recognized problems unless we attack
them on the basis of what we know rather
than what we don't know. We must use our
knowledge and not our fears to solve the real
problems of our environment. Our future can
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be better than most of our past if we choose
it so.
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Mr. YOUNG of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
the Members of the House would be in-
terested in a recent article about one of
our colleagues. The December 1973 issue
of Youth magazine, which is published
for young high school people by United
Church Press, published the article by
Bob Fitch on Congresswoman YVONNE
BRAITHWAITE BURKE.

This is an informative account of the
experience, insights and skills Ms.
BURKE brought to Congress. The article
concludes with the observation that
"YVONNE BRAITHWAITE BURKE is a person
who gets the job done." And that is why
she has earned the respect of the House
of Representatives.

The full text of the article follows:
YVONNE BUKsE--"POLITICS GIVES LIFE A NEVw

DIRECTION"
(Interview by Bob Fitch)

"People are withdrawing their energies
from the greater social issues and becoming
preoccupied with themselves, only because
they do not have the leadership in this coun-
try to give them the direction that is needed."
These words are spoken firmly with the con-
cern of someone who cares and with the au-
thority of someone who speaks from more-
than-average experience.

"The black community has generally taken
the position that this Administration is not
favorable to blacks, minorities, and the dis-
advantaged, and, consequently, whatever
they get in the way of fundings and support
from this Administration is a surprise." The
speaker is a stunning, young woman who is
California's first Congresswoman in 20 years
and the state's first black woman olceted to
the U.S. House of Representatives.

Although serving her first term in Con-
gress, Yvonne Braithwaite Burke is no new-
comer to the legislative process. An attorney
by profession, she served as California State
Assemblywoman for six years before running
for Congress in November 1972. She won that
election easily, bringing in 73 percent of the
vote in California's 37th District, an area
that includes Los Angeles and some sur-
rounding suburbs and is about equally di-
vided racially. For many TV viewers, she first
won national recognition in the summer of
1972 when she was co-chairperson of the
Democratic National Convention in Miami.

"I had no idea that Congress moved so
slowly," observes Ms. Burke, comparing state
and federal legislative procedures, "and it
has been very frustrating to deal with. State
legislatures move much faster, mostly be-
cause of bigger staffs and better fr.cilitit."

As is every member of Congresr, she Is
faced with the implications of Watergate.
Her response?

"I believe we should initially proceed with
an independent and impartial investigation
of the facts. The recent Watergate disclosures
indicate that there is more at stake than
the political espionage and sabotage, or the
corruption of money, or the obvious a,ttemp ts
at cover-up.

"Thoro is the larger impression that at the
highest level of power in this country, there
are men who reject the historic Amerilca
premise of government under law. Ix this

contempt for law is licensed, then no system
of law can exist. Selective law enforcement
can only lead to general contempt for law
and order, and thereby undermine the very
foundations upon which our government
rests.

"If the President is found to be directly
connected with breaking the law, I would
vote for impeachment."

How then does she feel about politics as a
place for young people to put their energies?

"I encourage young people to participate
in politics, if Lhey have a sense of commit-
ment. I say this because I find that many
young people considering this kind of de-
cision come from families where they've
never really had to depend on government.
They come from middle-class families where
they could go to private or public school,
where their parents provide them with ade-
quate medical care. Government to these
people makes very little difference. But if
they can become familiar with social issues,
they'll find that poor people never had these
various alternatives.

"I had no idea that Congress moved so
slowly and it has been very frustrating. State
legislatures move much faster."

"A person who is poor can't decide whether
or not he or she is going to a public or a
private school-he has to take the school
that's there. A poor person doesn't have an
alternative in terms of health care. If he or
she has a medicaid plan, and if it's adequate.
then that person has health insurance and
is able to survive. The amount of welfare
often determines a person's standard of liv-
ing. And that person is the one who most
often has to come before a court system.
The court system determines his or her fu-
ture. So you see, for the person who's at the
bottom of the totem pole, that person is
totally dependent on government for the
quality of life-whether or not he or she
will survive.

"A young person vho's interested in that
person at the bottom of the totem pole
should get to where the decisions are made.
A person who is committed to try to raise the
quality of life of the people who have been
deprived by our society, that person has a
responsibility to get into government, pres-
sure that government, make sure that social
programs are developed by that governrment
which will provide facilities and alternatives
for those people who cannot exist inde-
pendently."

Yvonne Burke made her own decision to
get involved at an early age. When she was
only 13, she had the opportunity to meet a
famous, precedent-setting attornes who later
became a judge.

"Loron Miller was a black man who had
just been successful before the Supreme
Court in a case which set aside and invali-
dated racial covenants," she recalls. "I knew
the impact in my community. Black people
had to live in a very small area. We had no
choice; prices were very, very high. No mat-
ter how much money you had-a person
could be a very famous movie star and he'd
just have to have a mansioon in. the slums.
So I was very aware of when this legal deci-
sion camo, because, all of a sudden, it meant
that black peoplo could move into many
other areas. Not all areas, but at least it
changed the living environment for us,

"I went to his house for a birthday party-
an outside birthday party. He was up work-
ing in his library and I could look up and
see all of his books. And I thought, 'Cse,
if I could be an attorney and go before the
court and win famous cr.ss, it vould really
be fun.' There's no question that that ex-
perience was the deciding moment, when
I said I would !ike to have ?11 those books
in my hous? and work in a study like that.

"I encourage the young to participate in
politics if they are committed to raising the
quelity of life for those people who have been
deprived by our society."



"Then when I was in high school, I was
a Latin major. This was my own little way of
trying to work at it. I did all kinds of
things--I ran for offices. The high school I
attended was a self-government school,
where the students ran the school themselves
and elected the people who ran them. Dis-
cipline was put out by a judge, so I ran
for and became girls' judge. Then I ran for
vice-president of the student body. I was
a debater in a lot of speech contests. Later
I made the decision that would be a political
science major in college, based upon the
plan I had to go on to law school."

The thing which made these dreams seem
obtainable to young Yvonne Burke was the
humility and the approachability of Loren
Miller.

"He was a very humble kind of person-
very reachable. I often find that the experi-
ence that discourages .a person is where the
person he comes in contact with is so pomp-
ous that there's no communication. That
can be discouraging, especially to a young
person."

But Yvonne Burke overcame whatever dis-
couragements came her way and went on
to become a very committed person. By the
60's she was involved with the civil rights
movement.

When asked what effect the civil rights
movement has had on politics and vice versa,
Ms. Burke responded, "There's a kind of
national network of people who have been
involved with civil rights and now, more
and more in politics. What has happened is
that the people who were active in the civil
rights movement were drained off into ap-
pointed positions. At the time when oppor-
tunities were opened up for blacks, they
were the people who had the experience.
They were also drained off in terms of politi-
cal positions-after all, the people who run
for office are the people who are known, and
the people who are known are the people
who were in the civil rights movement and
who were at the forefront. This is one rea-
son why you really have very little in-
digenous leadership in the black commun-
ity-it's very difficalt for those people now
to be there making a nucleus."

But are there any groups, any causes
around which to rally today? Can young
people put their energy into something and
still get the same kind of long-range growth
and results?

Ms. Burke sees difficulties with that. "Un-
fortunately, I don't see the kind of move-
ment existing today that was available when
many of us were coming along. I think this
is one of the reasons you find young people
so disillusioned-they don't really have a
strong, national force which they can iden-
tify with, a force that gives direction and
that they can participate in. There's no ex-
perience like taking part in some of the large
marches of the 60's. But there are small
groups today that are very effective, that are
working and getting participation. For in-
stance, in the Los Angeles area we have the
Brotherhood Crusade. It's charity-oriented,
based on the idea of a black United Way.
The Brotherhood Crusade operates in such
a way that they're able to bring young people
into a large organization.

"Operation Breadbasket has a great deal
of appeal to young people today. And I think
Operation Push can provide this kind of in-
centive. I find that many of the issues are
environmental, so that the Sierra Club pro-
vides a political force. Many girls would
probably enjoy working in some of the wo-
men's organizations.

"Selective law enforcement can only lead
to general contempt for law and order, and
thereby undermine tne very foundations of
our government."

"But none of these groups are quite as
exciting as the NAACP and SCLC were.
Things are not the same today. It's probably
not as motivating and self-fulfilling, nor
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nearly as attractive as the civil rights move-
ment was. But there's a need for people who
are interested to get together and make sure
these organizations are put together."
i Yvonne Burke has been making sure things

are put together for a long time now, and
she speaks with wisdom and experience when
she says, "It's very frustrating. But, you
know, I think a person has to have some
reason to exist. To me, one reason is to be-
lieve you're affecting other people's lives.
One thing that politics can offer is an oppor-
tunity to affect, constructively, the lives of
many, many people. It gives your life a new
direction."

If being a woman or a wife has hindered
her in her work, Ms. Burke is the last to say
it. In fact, she is the first Congresswoman
ever to be pregnant while in office, and the
public response has been supportive.

"I was very happy with the way I was
treated in the California state legislature,"
she recalls. "I found that my colleagues were
willing to accept me for my ability, for the
contribution I made. I felt that I got my
legislation passed because of this.

"There's no question that legislative bodies
operate basically as male clubs. Socially, such
bodies are oriented to men because they are
composed of men. When the time comes that
there are more women, I suppose they'll be-
come oriented to women.

"Most important to me in the California
Assembly was that I had an opportunity for
my legislative programs to become a real-
ity, and I feel I got an equitable, excellent
shake. I held leadership positions in spite
of the fact that there were other people who
bad been there much longer. Throughout my
whole experience I had input and partici-
pation."

The freedom to participate and to effect
changes has been very precious to Yvonne
Burke. She often tells groups to whom she
speaks that politics is a mission which can
be accomplished. Contrary to those who feel
that politics is a dirty business of which
they want no part, Ms. Burke feels that if
you can educate your colleagues to far-
reaching issues and the importance of those
issues, you gain a great sense of accom-
plishment.

"For instance, in the California State Leg-
islature, one of the things I was interested
in was the garnishment of wages-taking a
person's wages without court action. Most
people I spoke to initially felt, 'Well, if you
owe a bill, you should pay it.' But because
I was there, I had an opportunity to explain
to other legislators that often that person
who was subject to the c-edit system might
not even have access to an attorney who
could explain legal benefits available to him.
In California at that time, often half a per-
son's wages could be taken, which meant
that person didn't have rent or food for his
children, and he had no access to a legal
system. So when I went into the California
Legislature, I was eventually able to get a
strong bill through to eliminate prejudgment
garnishment.

"Another thing I was able to do was to
provide for the establishment of child care
centers in our universit'es and state colleges.
Many people used to tell me, 'If they're going
to college, they're kids. They don't have any
children-they don't need to have a child
care center.' But then I explained that the
age of many students in our state colleges
was 26 and over. Many were married and
have children. I also explained that many
women on welfare, if they had a chance to
go to a community college, which is a junior
college, they could learn to be a nurse or
a secretary and to work themselves off of
welfare. In other words, this need for
child care on campus was really not a mat-
ter of students running wild and leaving
their children in a child care center; it was
a matter of giving someone something to look
forward to. I wes able to sell this, but it
wasn't an easy thing to do."
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THE DECIDING MOMENT IN HER LIFE CAME WHEN

AT 13 SHE MET A JUDGE WHOSE WORK IN-
SPIRED HER TO ENTER LAW
Ms. Burke is a firm believer in working for

change through others. While pushing for
unemployment insurance for farm workers,
she belonged to a committee chaired by a
young Democrat. She began hearings to
which she brought articulate farmworkers
and their families who explained that their
children were never able to stay in the same
school for more than two months, and how
it was necessary to go on welfare between
each season because they had no unemploy-
ment insurance. This became an educational
experience for the young Democratic com-
mittee chairman, who subsequently became
the leading spokesman for unemployment
insurance for farmworkers. As Ms. Burke
puts it, "The whole impetus had been
changed by just this educational experi-
ence. When the committee chairman was so
solid on it, it caught fire. It almost became
a Democratic program after that."

Yvonne Burke, with the diplomacy born
of her California experience, has managed to
apply these insights to her new work on
Capitol Hill.

"I've received a lot of advice," she says,
"but one bit of advice that's impressed me
more than anything else was that you can
do a lot of things here in Washington, D.C., if
you're not worried about your name being
attached-about getting credit for it. I be-
lieve this. I think perhaps one of the things
you have to master here is the art of con-
vincing others that maybe they should ac-
cept your ideas. Then they can get credit for
it, and it will be something that will assist
them, and a lot of other people too, of
course.

"But you know, the interesting thing is
that the people that you're carrying bills for
and the individuals back home who are af-
fected-they usually know who has pushed
things through. It may not be headlines, but
the person who's affected usually has an
idea."

It may not be headlines, but one thing
is certain-Yvonne Braithwaite Burke is a
person who gets the job done.

THE MIAMI DOLPHINS ARE NO. 1

HON. J. HERBERT BJRKE
OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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Mr. BURKE of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
on Sunday, January 13, 1974, in Hous-
ton, Tex., the Miami Dolphins insured
for themselves a place in football history.
They did so by soundly beating the Min-
nesota Vikings by a score of 24-7, and
thereby became the second team to win
back to back Super Bowl victories. How-
ever, they did this after becoming the
first team to make it to the Super Bowl
three times in succession. Perhaps now
the American sporting public and par-
ticularly the sports writers will accept
the Miami Dolphins for the football team
it is and their players for the outstand-
ing players they are.

Because the Dolphins were members
of the American Football Conference,
it was initially presumed that they did
not have the ability or even the right to
play in a championship game with the
National Football Conference cham-
pions. Presumably, no team could ever
approach the so-called ability of the old
Green Bay Packers. It must have been


