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PREFACE

Any survey of medicine would be unfinished without

pertinent non-medical facts, just as the history of Dallas

would be incomplete without acknowledging the important part

played by medicine in its progress. Although this study is

specialized, it is my supreme hope that its singly directed

theme has not driven its importance as an integral part of

Dallas history into complete obscurity and insignificance.

I would like to express my gratitude to Mrs. George F.

Carlisle, the author of History of the Old Cemetery (lA8) and

a collector of valuable records on cemeteries and other vital

data, who has been generous with both her time and her material.

To Mrs. Leslie B. Clark for her tireless memory work in recall

ing early physicians and institutions, I am deeply indebted.

Acknowledgements are also due to Dr. John G. McLaurin, Mrs.

Asa Hunt, Robert E. Eagon, Mrs. Paul Gerhart, Mrs. Edwin J.

Reeves, Mrs. Olive Word Titterington, and Mrs. Rufus Whitis

for the complete biographies of their husbands and fathers.

For personal histories, I am grateful to Dr. Elbert Dunlap, Dr.

J. T. Wells, and Dr. J. W. Bourland. I am also indebted to

Mrs. John Guerin who sacrificed her time and to the many
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secretaries and librarians at Southern Methodist University,

the Dallas Public Library, the Dallas County Medical Society,

the Dallas Historical Society, the Department of Public Health,

the Bureau of Vital Statistics, and the various cemetery of

fices, who contributed time and criticism to my work and en

abled me to locate a wealth of material. My deepest apprecia

tion is to my family, without whose help this thesis could not

have been written, and to the members of my supervising commit

tee, whose guidance and encouragement have made this study a

memorable experience .

M. L. G.

The University of Texas

Austin, Texas

June, 1951
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THE UNIVERSITY

OF TEXAS

CHAPTER I

THE ARRIVAL OF THE FIRST DOCTORS IN DALLAS,

1841-1854

History of Dallas to the Civil War

Before settlement, the vicinity of Dallas was a part of

the unknown northern wilderness. It was called the country of

the "Three Forks of the Trinity," and where the Elm and Main

forks converged was to be the city of Dallas. French traders

were probably the first to explore this territory. From 1712

to 1719 they pushed north to trade with the Anadarkos, a Caddo

tribe living in grass huts along the Trinity.1 A century later,

in the fall of l837> another expedition set out, this time to

subdue the Indians in north Texas. The expedition, a company of

fifty men led by Captain William M. Eastland, originated at La

Grange. After they had reached Eastland County, thirty of the

men under Eastland decided to turn back, while the other twenty

pushed farther north. In Wise County, on November 10, 1837,

they finally discovered Indians; and after a battle in which

"'Robert Owen Barney, The Romantic Story of Dallas , Chap
ter I, n.p.
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nine of the twenty Texans were slain, the survivors fled south

along the Trinity. On the sixth day they crossed the east side

of the mouth of Turtle Creek and, pushing a mile and a half

south, they camped on a bluff (near the present Jackson Street),

where John Neely Bryan, the founder of Dallas, was to camp four

years later. After three or four days' rest, the Texans re

turned to La Grange.2 Another expedition in the fall of 1840

was for the purpose of opening a military road from Austin to

the mouth of the Kiamishi Creek in Red River County. Colonel

William G. Cooke led the expedition, and they marked the road

to run just south of Dallas along the Trinity River. The road,

however was soon abandoned.3

The first person to settle permanently on the present

site of Dallas was John Neely Bryan. The Tennessee bachelor,

riding an Indian pony, arrived in Dallas late in November, 1841,

and camped on a bluff on the east bank of the Trinity near the

present site of the court.-house . He remained alone until the

spring of 1842. Then, the actual settlement of Dallas began.

The families of Hamp Rattan, Captain Mabel Gilbert, and a little

2
John Henry Brown, History of Dallas County . pp. 5-6.

3Ibid.. pp. 6-9.
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later, John Beeman, had located in the fall of l84l at Bird*s

Fort, which had been built twenty-two miles west of Dallas in

the winter of 1840-41. These men had lived there, as the first

settlers of Dallas County, for a year; and in April, 1842, they

abandoned the fort to join Bryan at his one-man settlement.4

During 1842 a few more families arrived, those of Thomas

Keenan, Preston Witt, and Alexander W. Webb, and a little later,

John J. Cox. Also Dallas' first doctor, a Dr. Calder, arrived.

These families came as individuals and were a part of no group.

The first colony to settle in Dallas and to cause con

siderable expansion of the small population was the Peters'

Colony. On February 4, 1841, the Texas Congress passed a law

granting land to immigrants, in which land was given to William

S. Peters, Henry J. Peters, Joseph Carroll, and other members

of The Texan Emigration Land Company of Louisville, Kentucky,

on condition that they promote "the introduction and settlement'15

of six hundred immigrant families in Texas. Under the law,

President Sam Houston and the company entered into a contract

on August 30, 1841. The territory designated for settlement was

_

4Homer S. Thrall, Pictorial History of Texas, pp. 656-
657.

5Brown, History of Dallas County, pp. 14-15.
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what is now Dallas County, except for a strip three miles wide

on the east side of the present county. Out of six hundred,

twenty-five of the families settled in 1842 near Bryan's set

tlement on the Trinity. The group became known as "the Colony

in the Cross Timbers," and later Peters' Colony.6

The colony advertised widely and as a result settlers

poured in from all over the South and West. In March, l843>

William M. Cochran, father of the noted Dallas physician, Dr.

Archelaus M. Cochran, arrived with his family. In May, Dr.

John Cole, Dallas' second doctor, arrived, with his family; and

in December the families of James J. Beeman, John Grigsby, and

Elder Amon McCommas, brother of Dr. Stephen B. McCommas, ar

rived.7 By 1844, the families were becoming too numerous to

mention .

Four years after Dallas was founded, Texas altered its

status from a republic to a state, and within a year, the first

state legislature created the County of Dallas. Before 1846,

all territory east of the Trinity had belonged to Nacogdoches

Works Projects Administration, Dallas Guide and History,
American Guide Series (manuscript in the Dallas Public Library),
1940, p. 00021. Hereinafter cited as WPA, Dallas Guide and His

tory.

7Barney, Romantic Story of Dallas , Chapter I, n.p.
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County and all west to Robertson County.8 On March 20, 1846,

the boundaries were completely changed. An act was passed

creating the county of Dallas, thirty miles square,9 and on

April l8, Dallas was named the county seat of justice, "until

otherwise provided." Another act was passed on May 12, which

ordered Bryan to see about an election for the organization of

the county. William tA, Cochran, father of Dr. Archelaus M.

Cochran, was elected the first county clerk, as well as the

first representative of the county in the state legislature.

John Thomas was the first county judge, and John Huitt, the

first sheriff. Dr. John Cole became the first and only probate

judge, since the position was abolished after the first term.10

In the meantime, the small settlement along the Trinity had

been given a name, Dallas, after George Mifflin Dallas, vice-

president under President James K. Polk, and champion of slavery

and the annexation of Texas.11

Between 1846 and 1850 the /illage showed signs of rapid

progress. The first courthouse, a log cabin, was built, and

^rown, History of Dallas County , p. l6.

9Barney, Romantic Story of Dallas, Chapter I, n. p.

10Brown, History of Dallas County , pp. 19-20.

i:LBarney, Romantic Story of Dallas, Chapter I, n. p.



6

the first dry goods store was opened by James Patterson.

Maxime Guillot opened the first manufacturing house, a carriage

and wagon shop, and the first bank was established. In 1849

the first newspaper, the Dallas Herald , was founded by James

Latimer and an associate. The population continued to increase,

so that by the end of 1849, there were just less than 100 people

in Dallas.12

The time had now come for the permanent location of the

county seat. On April 18, 1846, Dallas had been named the coun

ty seat by the legislature, "until otherwise provided." By

March 20, 1848, the legislature acted on this clause by passing

an act providing for the popular election of a county seat. It

was not until August, 1850, that the election was held, however.

Cedar Springs (now a part of Highland Park) received 101 votes,

Hord's Ridge (Oak Cliff) got 178, and Dallas received 191. On

August 31> the run-off election was held between Hord's Ridge

and Dallas 5. Dallas won, 244 to 216 votes;14 and the rivalry for

the county seat was at an end.

Barney, Romantic Story of Dallas , Chapter I, n. p.

^rown, History of Dallas County , p. 20.

4Barney, Romantic Story of Dallas , Chapter I, n. p.
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Just as John Neely Bryan had been Dallas' first citizen

in the l840s, so Alexander Cockrell inherited the title in the

l850s. In 1852, when land was a man's gold, Cockrell pur

chased all of Bryan's town lots and his ferry rights for $7>000.

Bryan left town in 1855 and Cockrell became the active pioneer

capitalist. He built a bridge across the Trinity, ran a ferry,

and erected a sawmill and Dallas' first two- story building. He

was killed in 1858 by the town marshal; but his name has con

tinued to bear the title of Dallas' pioneer builder.15

On April 26, 1854, Dallas saw the unexpected arrival of

twelve unknown Frenchmen. Instead of settling in town, they

pushed on to camp on a hill (now Chalk Hill) three miles out

side Dallas. The group, led by the French social democrat,

Victor Prosper Considerant, was sponsored by the Society of

European-American Colonization in Texas. The plan of the society

was to establish a socialistic colony of 1,600, whose members

would own and work land in common and then divide the profits.16

The colony was to be called La Reunion. On January 7> l855> the

first land of the colony was purchased and on June lo, l855>

15Brown, History of Dallas County , p. 52.

16Barney, Romantic Story of Dallas , Chapter I, n. p.
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about 3^0 members of French, Swiss, Belgian, and German origin

joined the colony. Francois Jean Cantagrel was the colony's

first governor and a Dr. Savardan was the group's outstanding

physician. His book, Un Naufrage au Texas. (1858), is the most

complete record on the colony. Untillable chalky soil, severe

winters, droughts, and the unworkable divide-the-profits plan

brought the quick destruction of La Reunion in 1858, and by

1867 the colony had disappeared.17

Meanwhile, Dallas had officially become a town. On

February 2, 1856, the state legislature incorporated the town

of Dallas to be a half a mile square. The charter had been

framed by Nat M. Burford while on a trip to Austin. An elec

tion was held on April 5> with two doctors announcing their

candidacy for mayor, Dr. Samuel B. Pryor and Dr. Anderson D.

Rice. Dr. Pryor won, 58 to 3^.18 He remained mayor until

April, 1857* when John M. Crockett succeeded him. The third

mayor of Dallas was Isaac C. Naylor, elected April, 1858. On

June 1, however, the town abandoned by vote its special charter

and adopted the general act of incorporation passed January, 1858.

WPA, Dallas Guide and History, p. 00090.

18Brown, History of Dallas County , p. 51.
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Under the new law, another election was held on August 2, 1858,

and Dr. Anderson D. Rice was chosen mayor.19 He served until

August, 1859 > when John M. Crockett took office. Crockett

served two terms, until August, l86l.2

By 1859 the population of Dallas had increased to 678

whites and 97 blacks. The businesses in the town comprised

two hotels, two livery stables, two drugstores, seven retail

stores, two blacksmith shops, one carriage factory, a jewelry

store, and two saloons. In October, 1859, Dallas participated

in the first county fair.21

The rapid progress of the town might have continued un

obstructed, had it not been for the fire of i860. It started

on a hot summer day, July 8, in Wallace and Jefferson Peak's

Drugstore on the west side of the city square. In a short time

it spread to the east side, consuming a new three-story brick

building, the pride of the town. By nightfall every business

establishment had been destroyed except one, a two-story brick

saloon. The injury to the growth of Dallas, however, did not

19Brown, History of Dallas County . 52 .

2George Jackson, Sixty Years in Texas, pp. 211-212.

2lBarney, Romantic Story of Dallas, Chapter I, n. p.
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prevent the town from recovering within a year.**

With war imminent in i860, the people of Dallas turned

their attention mainly to the support of the southern states.

In l86l, Dallas County sent a delegation to the state secession

convention. The county voted 7^-1 for secession, 237 against.

At the state convention the vote was 109 to 2 for secession. In

the meantime, Dallas formed its own militia company. John M.

Crockett led the group as captain and John C. McCoy was first

lieutenant. The privates numbered 76 ,23

Early Medicine and the First Four Doctors

Medicine in Dallas began in just as primitive a stage

as had the settlement of the town; and, as Dallas grew, so did

its medicine. There were no trained physicians with the first

settlers. From the time of the arrival of John Neely Bryan, the

founder of Dallas, in November, 1841, and John Beeman and his

family in 1842, every pioneer was his own physician. The pio

neers, however, served themselves very poorly as medicine men.

22Frank M. Cockrell, History of Early Dallas , pp. 71-72.

Originally published in weekly installments in Sunday Dallas

News, May 15, 1932 - August 28, 1932. Private edition made of

20 copies for Monroe F. Cockrell, Chicago, Illinois, Copyright,
Sumner of 1944, by M. F. Cockrell. Obtained from Southern Method

ist University.

23Barney, Romantic Story of Dallas, Chapter I, n. p.
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Europeans traveling in the area in the l840s noticed the

pioneers' lack of medical knowledge, their incredible eating

habits, quack remedies, "and the reckless manner in which they

exposed themselves to fever by insufficient clothing and

sleeping in the open."24 Yet, without trained physicians, the

pioneers had little choice.

There was no doctor to attend the first fatally ill per

son in Dallas County. Isaac Young and his wife had come from

Bird's Fort to Dallas in July, 1842. A short time after their

arrival at Bryan's settlement, Mrs. Young died in childbirth.

She was buried about five hundred yards from the present public

square in Dallas.25

It was during the settlement of the Peters' Colony in

1842 that the first physician, a Dr. Calder, came to Dallas.

Few facts are recorded about him, except that he settled at

Cedar Springs, the area surrounding the present intersection

Work Projects Administration, Safeguarding the Public

Health in Dallas (and the Men Behind the Work), p. 2. Manuscript

compiled by workers of the Dallas Unit, Writers* Unit of the

Work Projects Administration and obtained from the Dallas De

partment of Public Health, 1941. Hereinafter cited as WPA,
Safeguarding the Public Health.

Mrs. George F. Carlisle to Marie Giles, March 15, 1950,
conference .
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of Lomo Alto and Lemmon Avenues in Dallas, and that he was

killed by Indians in l843.26 The story of his death was that

at sunrise on a morning in February, l843> Dr. Calder arrived

in Collin County at the settlement of Buckner, where six men

were building a home for Jack McGarrah. Riding one horse and

leading another, Dr. Calder soon departed for the settlement

of Bailey Inglish on the Bois d'Arc fork of the Red River in

Fannin County.27 Not far from McGarrah 's house, he met a group

of hostile Indians. He dismounted, fired his gun once, and

fell back toward the house, two of the Indians pursuing him.

The six men at the house attempted to rescue him, but before

they could reach him, he was overtaken by the Indians in a

clump of trees and slain and scalped. His gun was found beside

him, one barrel still loaded. Dr. Calder was buried on the

Throckmorton place, near the present Oak Lawn Avenue.28

The arrival in 1843 of Dr. John Cole, Use first known

practicing physician in the vicinity, marks the beginning of

more permanent settlement of medical men in Dallas. Born in

26Justin F. Kimball, Our CityDallas , p. 12.

27Brown, History of Dallas County, p. 8.

28Jackson, Sixty Years in Texas, pp. l6l-l62.
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Virginia June 15, 1795 > Dr. Cole moved in early youth to

Tennessee. During the War of l8l2 he enlisted as a private in

Captain W. R. Doake's Riflemen on January 9, l8l3; and a year

later on June 20, he enlisted as a sergeant under Captain J. W.

Strother.29 Dr. Cole moved to Arkansas in 1829, and settling

near Fayetteville in Washington County, he began farming. In

May, 1843, with his wife and children, he moved to Dallas. Ob

taining a land survey of 640 acres in the present area of Cole

Park, Cedar Springs, Cole began practicing medicine and farm-

ing, and is said to have owned the first bushel of wheat

ground in Dallas County.31 It must be recalled that Cedar

Springs, of which Dr. Cole was the most prominent settler, was

named in 1846 second only to Dallas in the choice of a county

seat.3^ Dr. Cole was known not only as a farmer and physician,

but also as a civil officer. Following the naming of Dallas as

2aManuscript records on War of 1812 Soldiers Buried in

Dallas County, Records from the Tennessee State Archives, Nash

ville. Obtained from Mrs. George F. Carlisle, Dallas. Herein

after cited as Carlisle, War of l8l2 Soldiers Buried in Dallas

County (manuscript records).

30
Jackson, Sixty Years in Texas , pp. 149-150.

31Memorial and Biographical History of Dallas County , p.

176.

32,,Cedar Springs Is Historic Site," in The Daily Times

Herald (Dallas), August 28, 1949, sec. B., col. 6, p. 1.

R38R33
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the county seat, he was selected as the first probate judge

of the county, from Julg 1846, to August, 1848.
33

Dr. Cole

died in Dallas, May 15, 1850, and was buried in the family

cemetery under the present "million-dollar tree" in Cedar Springs.

His wife, Mary (McDonald) Cole, died November 28, 1869, and was

buried beside her husband.34 Their graves were moved in the

l870s to Greenwood cemetery. The Coles had ten children, one
.

of whom was John H. Cole, who died in Dallas in 1898. Cole

Avenue was named in honor of Dr. Cole in 1882 by city ordinance.35

A pioneer physician, who settled in Cedar Springs at

about the same time Dr. Cole did, was Dr. W. W. Conover.36 By

1846 he held a land survey, and on August 3, 1852, he obtained

some land from William Myers. Conover was deceased by March 8,

34Cockrell, History of Early Dallas, pp. 33-3^.

34Memorial and Biographical History, p. 370. This

source gives the wife's name as Mary (McDonald) Cole, as does

a second source (Jackson, Sixty Years in Texas, pp. 149-150).
The grave marker at Greenwood Cemetery gives her name as Polly
Cole. (Mrs. George F. Carlisle, Old Cemeteries of Dallas

County.) Manuscript records compiled, typed, and presented
to the Daughters of the Republic of Texas by Mrs. Carlisle,
Chairman Relics and Historic Spots Committee, James Butler

Bonham Chapter, Dallas, 19^9 > n. P Hereinafter cited as Car

lisle, Old Cemeteries of Dallas County (manuscript records).

35Manuscript records on Origin of Dallas Street Names .

Compiled by Mrs. George F. Carlisle. Hereinafter cited as

Carlisle, Origin of Dallas Street Names (manuscript records).
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l859> when there was concern over the disposal of his land.37

Dr. Jonathan L. Samson came to Dallas in 1845, and by

1846 had a land survey. Though he remained in Dallas only

four years, he must have become famous for his treatment by

hot baths, because to all the old settlers, he was known as

"the hot water and steam doctor."38 Dr. Samson left his wife

in Dallas in 1849 to join the gold rush to California. He

never returned, and it is presumed he died,39 because on July 3,

1856, his widow Louisa married Luc Bourgeois in Dallas. Dr.

Samson and his wife had one child, a daughter, who was buried

in the Odd Fellow Section of the Old Cemetery on Akard Street.40

The Arrival of Five More Doctors

and One Dentist before 1850

The arrival of more doctors and the first dentist be

fore I85Q brought greater stability to the profession of medicine

37Miss F. Wade to Mrs. George F. Carlisle, n.d., letter

in possession of Mrs. Carlisle.

38Memorial and Biographical History, p. 204.

39Cockrell, History of Early Dallas , p. 31.

4Carlisle, History of the Old Cemetery , City-Masonic -

Odd Fellow, p. 21.



16

in Dallas. Since they were young when they came, and because

most of them remained in Dallas for years, these doctors

brought more notice to their profession. With the exception

of two of them, Drs. Samuel B. Pryor and Anderson D. Rice,

who deserve special attention later, the doctors will be dis

cussed in the order of their arrival in Texas.

Dr. Stephen B. McComaas, a pioneer physician and brother

of Elder Amon and John C. McComaas, was born in Virginia in

1820. He came to Texas in 1843,41 with his wife, Mary A. Mc

Commas, born in l8l7 in Tennessee. By June 1, 1850, they were

living in Dallas and had three children; though two of them,

born in Illinois, Elizabeth, in 1834, and William, in 1838,

were too old to have been the doctor's children. The youngest,

John, was born in Texas in 1847 and was probably their own.

Dr. McCommas, according to the census records, had left Dallas

by i860.42

Dr. Samuel T. Bledsoe came to Dallas County with his

41Brown, History of Dallas County, p. 17.

42Manuscript Returns for Dallas County, Schedule 1 of

the U. S. Census of l8j|0,_ No. 133. Copied from the original
Census Records on file at Washington, D.C. Compiled and indexed

under the auspices of the Dallas Genealogical Society by E. B.

Comstock, 1932. Hereinafter cited as Dallas Census, 1850, No.
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family in l845.43 Born in Kentucky in l8l4, Bledsoe had mar

ried Anna Martin, also of Kentucky, who was born in 1824. By

1842 they had moved to Illinois where their first child, Sophia E.,

was bora. After moving to Dallas in l845> their second child,

George S., was born in 1847. Dr. Bledsoe had left Dallas by

i860.44

The dentist, Dr. James B. Bryan, brother of John Neely

Bryan, was born in 1813 in Tennessee and came to Dallas in

1846. He married Mrs. Elizabeth (Beeman) Harter, who was born

in 1825 in Illinois as the daughter of John Beeman.45 By June,

1850, their household consisted of William, born in 1836 in

Alabama, and the following, all born in Texas: Louisa, in

1839; Henretta, in 1841; James, in 1843; Luisanna Harter, in

1845; and Istmus, born in May, 185O.46

43Manuscript records on Texas Pioneers of Dallas County

(name and year of coming to Dallas County). Compiled by Mrs.

George F. Carlisle, Dallas. Hereinafter cited as Carlisle,
Texas Pioneers of Dallas County (manuscript records). This date

of arrival is also set by Memorial and Biographical History, p.

152.

44Dallas. Census, 1850, No. 312.

45Brown, History of Dallas County . p. 64.

46Dallas Census, 1850, No. 414. Brown, History of Dallas

County , p. 64, says they had only three children: William,
James and Lenore.
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Dr. John Perry Dakan, the best remembered of the four

physicians, came to Dallas before 1848. A native of Pennsyl

vania, born in 1821, Dr. Dakan received a scant literary edu

cation before coming to Texas. Nevertheless, through all his

years of practice in Dallas, he maintained a large clientele

and gradually gained the reputation of being a "natural-born

doctor."47 In Dallas on November 23, 1848, Dakan married Ann

Rebecca Walker,48 born in Tennessee in 1832; and in February,

1850, they had their first child, Cora E.49 By l855> the

family had moved to California, where their second child was

born, Willie P. Dakan 's wife died in California and Dakan

returned to Dallas. His second wife, Susan M. Dakan, whom he

had married by 1870, was born in 1837 in Kentucky.50 Dakan

47Memorial and Biographical History, p . 204 .

48Manuscript records on Dallas County Marriages, 1846-

l86l. Compiled by Mrs. George F. Carlisle. Hereinafter cited

as Carlisle, Dallas County Marriages (manuscript records).

49Dallas Census, 1850, No. 411.

5Manuscript Returns for Dallas County, Schedule 1 of

the U. S. Census of 1870, No. 1404. Copied from the original
Census Records on file at Washington, D. C. Compiled and in

dexed under the auspices of the Dallas Genealogical Society

by E. B. Comstock, 1932. Hereinafter cited as Dallas Census,

1870, No. . This federal census for 1870 is not reliable.

In places, names such as Martha are filed masculine, ages are

inconsistent, and negro servants are listed as members of white

families. Such haphazard census-taking was a result of incom

petent Reconstruction governments.
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lived in Dallas for years, and a short time before 1892,

"broken down in health and fortune," he died.51 Dr. Dakan par

ticipated occasionally in civic affairs, serving as county

treasurer from 1850 to I852,52 and in February, 1872, he was

one of the freeholders who demanded the appointment of a city

physician.53

The Profession of Medicine between 1841 and 1850

The most notable change to occur in medicine during the

forties was the arrival and settlement of the pioneer doctors.

There was no revolution in their method of practice or in their

facilities; nor was there yet sufficient protection offered to

the citizens of Dallas. From thirty families settled about

Dallas in 1843, the population had increased in 1848 to 394

voters,54 and in 1850 to 430 families.55 As mentioned before,

5lMemorial and Biographical History, p. 204.

52Ibid.. p. 185.

53Minutes of the City Council (manuscript records in the

office of the city secretary), City of Dallas, Vols. I -XXVI,

September 19, 1868 - March 11, 1901, I, September 19, 1868 -

June 2, 1875, February 17, 1872, p. 67.

54Kimball, Our CityDallas, p. 25.

55WPA, Dallas Guide and History, p. 00086.
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the physicians had increased f~om none to five doctors and one

dentist. Something must be said about the condition of their

practice .

Doctors in the first decade of Dallas' history prac

ticed first under the laws of the Republic of Texas and then

under the laws of the State of Texas. On December 14, 1837,

the Republic of Texas passed a law creating a board of medical

censors for the Republic of Texas. These examiners were to be

elected by Congress, one physician from every senatorial dis

trict, and were to hold office during good behavior. The board

was to meet once a year on the second Monday of November.

Their duty was "to grant licenses to practice medicine and

surgery in this republic."56 The board was "to establish the

method of determining qualifications and qualifications they

will require" and was to give "due weight to usual credentials,

reputation established by experience, and the test of examina

tion under the direction of said board."57 An interesting pro

vision in the law was:

56H. P. N. Gammel, The Laws of Texas. 1898, II, Decem

ber 14, 1837, section 1-2, pp. 39-^0.

57Ibid., section 3, p. 40.
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That to prevent delay and inconvenience a single mem

ber of the board of medical censors may grant tem

porary licenses to applicants therefor, and make re

port thereof to the next meeting of the said board

for confirmation, or further evidence of qualifica
tion to be given by the applicant; provided, that a

temporary license shall not continue in force longer
than one month after the next meeting of the board,
and that a temporary license shall in no instance be

granted by a censor after the applicant has been re

fused a license by said board of censors, and the

applicants shall not be charged any pay for said tem

porary license.
S8

A permanent license cost the applicant $20. A further restric

tion was that no one could "hold a commission in the army or

navy for any office in the medical staff of the republic after

June 1 without a license to practice medicine or surgery."59

If any physician who was not licensed attempted to collect a

medical charge in a court of law, the charge would be denied.60

After the republic had become a state, new provisions

were made xithe constitution of 1876, which stated that:

The legislature may pass laws prescribing the qualifi
cations of practitioners of medicine in this state,

58Gamael, Laws of Texas . II, December 14, 1837, section
6, pp. 40-41.

59Ibid. sections 5 and 7, pp. 40-41.

60Ibid., section 5, p. ^0.
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and to punish persons for malpractice, but no prefer
ence shall ever be given by law to any schools of

medicine.61

In 1879, to supplement the constitutional provision, a new lav

was passed. This time, instead of Congress, a judge from each

district was to appoint a board of medical examiners for his

district and was to see that at least three physicians who were

graduates of reputable medical colleges were on the board. The

duties of the board were to examine all applicants for certifi

cates to practice, "whether such applicants are furnished with

medical diplomas or not," on anatomy, physiology, pathological

anatomy and pathology, surgery, obstetrics, and chemistry.62

Two members of the board might issue a permanent certificate

and one member could grant a temporary certificate. The fee

was $15, to be paid even if the license was not granted. It

was declared unlawful to practice without the certificate, al

though those who had practiced for five consecutive years could

continue to practice without the license.63

6iReyised Civil Statutes of the State of Texas. 1876,
Texas Constitution, Article XVI, section 31, p. xl.

^Revised Statutes of Texas (1879), Articles 3625-3633,
p. 515.

63Ibid.. Articles 3625-3638, pp. 515-516.
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Even though the doctors were examined and even though

most of them were trained in medical colleges, either at New

Orleans, Nashville, or Louisville, they were poorly qualified

when compared to the modern physician.64 Considering, however,

that they had neither hospitals, laboratories, clinics, oppor

tunities for consulting specialists, nor a sufficient amount of

drugs and medical supplies, they served the people well. Con

stantly on call, a doctor might rise at midnight and ride on

horseback twenty or thirty miles in good or bad weather to at

tend a patient. He had no choice, for, whether he was paid in

money, produce, or not at all, he still must go. Nor did any

doctor have the proud name of "specialist" in the forties. As

a physician, he made bedside diagnoses and administered medi

cines; as a surgeon, he performed the only operations known

to pioneers, the amputation of mangled limbs and the treatment

of wounds; as a druggist, carrying his drugstore in his saddle

bag, he mixed prescriptions while he tended the patient; and as

a nurse, in cases of acute sickness, he remained in the home,

sometimes for days, caring for the patient until the crisis had

passed.65 The doctor's career was a difficult one; but in spite

64WPA, Safeguarding the Public Health, pp. 3-^.

65Memorial and Biographical History, p. 205.
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of the primitive facilities, poor chances for education, and

meager pay, the physicians of the forties labored hard at the

job of protecting the people's health.

The Arrival of Drs. Cochran and King

1850-1854

Although Dallas' most versatile physician, Dr. Archelaus

M. Cochran, had arrived in Dallas as a child in 1843, his biog

raphy is given in the fifties, when his connection with medicine

begins. Born in Murray County, Tennessee, September 25, 1839,

Dr. Cochran was brought by his parents, William M. and Nancy

Jane (Hughes)! Cochran, to Dallas in 1843. After receiving his

medical education at McKenzie College and at the medical college

of the University of Louisiana, New Orleans, Dr. Cochran re

turned to Dallas, where in i860 he was a clerk, living and study

ing with Dr. D. B. Thomas, Dallas' second druggist.66 In l86l

Cochran enlisted in the Confederate Army. He was third lieuten

ant of Company C in the Eighteenth Texas Cavalry, later a first

Manuscript Returns for Dallas County, Schedule 1 of the
U. S. Census of i860, No. 1258. Copied from the original Census
Records on file at Washington, D. C. Compiled and indexed under
the auspices of the Dallas Genealogical Society by E. B. Corn-

stock, 1932. Hereinafter cited as Dallas Census, i860, Ho. .
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lieutenant, and then captain. Hear the end of the war, he was

appointed adjutant general of the militia of Texas by General

John B. Magruder, serving in Texas, Louisiana, and Tennessee.

He was in the battle of Cotton Plant; and at Arkansas Post he

was taken prisoner and confined at Camp Chase, Ohio. At the

close of the war, Dr. Cochran returned to Dallas to practice,

but only for one year; for, in 1866, he was elected to the state

legislature from Dallas County. In 1872 he was elected alderman

for two years,67 and from 1879 to 1882 he was postmaster of

Dallas.68 When not engaged in the internal revenue business in

Dallas, his interest turned to politics. In l88l he was chosen

as Chairman of the Republican State Executive Committee. Cochran

was in 1886 the Republican nominee for governor of Texas. As

an ardent anti-prohibitionist he spent four years canvassing

Texas and Georgia. In 1890 he was appointed by Governor L. S.

Ross and President Benjamin Harrison Commissioner of the Colum

bian Exposition from the State of Texas.69

As a druggist, Dr. Cochran was well known in the seventies

Memorial and Biographical History, pp. 669-670.

68"Dallas Has Had 24 Postmasters," in Times Herald.

August 28, 1949, sec. 1, col. 6, p. 18.

68Meaorial and Biographical History, pp. 669-670.
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and eighties. He advertised that he was a dealer in drugs and

medicines, wines and liquors for medicinal purposes, and that

he filled prescriptions carefully at all hours. His advertise

ment read:

Keeps constantly on hand a large and varied assort

ment of pure drugs and medicines, purchased from first

hands, which he offers to the public at a small mar

gin. Being an accomplished Apothecary he is prepared
to give ample satisfaction in compounding physicians'
prescriptions. Location, Elm St. between Market and

Austin - south side.70

From 1883 to 1887, Cochran combined his medical practice, drug

business, and political activity with a grocery business. In

fact, between 1883 and 1884 he and his wife operated a grocery

store together.71

Cochran was married in Dallas County, February 22, 1866,

to Miss Laura A. Knight, daughter of 0. W. and Serena (Hughes)

Knight. Mrs. Cochran died December 28, 1867, leaving one child,

Mamie M.72 On January 11, 1871, Cochran remarried. His second

7Lawson and Edmondson's Dallas City Directory. 1873, p.
30.

Morrison and Fourmy's General Directory of the City of
Dallas. 1883-1884, p. 100.

~"

Records obtained from inscriptions on grave markers,
Cochran Cemetery, Dallas.
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wife was Mrs. Mary A. (Jenkins) Collins of Washington County,

Arkansas. William M., B. Porter, and A. M. were their three

children.73 Dr. Cochran died in Dallas August 4, 1910, and

was buried in Greenwood Cemetery.74

Dr. David King, another early physician, son of Needham

and Rebecca (Hicks) King, was born in Bedford County, Tennessee,

in l3l3. After studying medicine at Fairfield, Tennessee, and

graduating from medical college in Cincinnati, Ohio, King re

turned to Fairfield to practice for two years. In 1851 he

moved to Dallas, settling in Oak Cliff. He farmed and prac

ticed medicine there until 1870, his practice covering a radius

of forty or fifty miles.75 In 1870 King retired from the pro

fession of medicine and moved into the city of Dallas. On No

vember 11, 1872, he was elected city tax assessor and collector,
re

a position he held until April 24, 1873, when he retired from

all activity.77 Dr. King married Miss Ann C. Smith in Bedford

73Memorial and Biographical History, pp . 669-670 .

74Records obtained from inscription on grave marker of

Dr. A. M. Cochran, Greenwood Cemetery.

75Red, George Plunkett, Medicine Men in Texas , p. 165.

76Minutes of the City Council, I, November 11, 1872, p.
149.

77Jackson, Sixty Years in Texas , p. 215.
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County, Tennessee.78 Their children, all born in Texas, were:

Mary R., born in 1854; William, in 1856; Martha L., in 1858;79

and Jefferson Davis, in l86l.80 The date of Dr. King's death

is unknown, but because he was listed in the city directories

of the early eighties, it is certain he was alive then.

Dallas' First Drugstore - 1855

Quite an event in the early medical history of Dallas

was the establishment of the first drugstore. Located on the

west side of the city square at the corner of Houston and

Main, the store was founded in 1855 by Frank A. Sayre.81 By

December, 1855, Sayre was advertising in the Dallas Herald

as a druggist and chemist,82 and by February, 1856, he was of

fering for sale only at Sayre *s Drugstore an interesting product,

with the words:

Sayre' s Antibilious and Family Pills have been found

eminently useful in the following diseases: bilious,

78Memorial and Biographical History, pp. 582-583. This

source states that the Kings had only three children.

79Dallas Census, i860, No. 669.

8Dallas Census, 1870, No. 173*.

81Cockrell, History of Early Dallas . p. 71.

82Advertisement in Dallas Herald, December 8, 1855.



29

remitting, and intermitting fever, diseases of the

liver, jaundice, indigestion, constipation, bilious

colic, fixed pains in the head, chest, side, etc.,

etc .83

The drugstore continued to exist with Sayre as proprietor un

til April, 1856, when Dr. D. B. Thomas joined the firm. Both

shared the proprietorship, and, as druggists and apothecaries,

advertised that:

Having formed a co-partnership for carrying on the

drug business, the undersigned would most respect

fully inform the public that they have now on hand

a large supply of articles in their 2ne, and are in

daily expectation of an additional invoice of Fresh

Drugs and Medicines purchased in New York and other

northern cities.84

They also sold Louden and Company's Cherokee Linament, "Death

to the Screw Worm."85 Sayre and Thomas' Drugstore functioned

from 1856 to i860 under the management of the co -partners. On

July 8, i860, the store was destroyed by the Dallas fire. It

was rebuilt by Sayre at the corner of Houston and Main and

83Advertisement in Dallas Herald. February 9, 1856.
Punctuation has been slightly altered here.

84Advertisement in Dallas Herald, May 10, 1856.

85
Advertisement in Dallas Herald, May 10, 1856.
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continued to function at least until 1873 with Sayre as pro

prietor.86

Frank A. Sayre was born in New York in 1828. By 1855,

he had settled in Texas with his wife Sarah A., born in

Missouri in 1834. Sayre 's children, all born in Texas, were:

Elizabeth H., born in 1855; Adelia B., in 1858; Samuel T., in

i860; and Mollie F., in 1862.87 Sayre was still living in

Dallas in 1873.88

The arrival of doctors and the founding of Sayre 's drug

store closed the first fifteen years of medical history. The

achievements of the pioneer doctors were creditable enough,

considering the primitive facilities at hand. Their greatest

contribution, however, was indirect. As men of education and

culture, they had a civilizing influence on the locality and en

couraged the further settlement of physicians in Dallas.

86Margaret L. Nicholson, "Gossip from a Dallas Girl's

Diary," in The Dallas Morning News (Dallas), February 1, 1931.
Obtained from Mrs. George F. Carlisle.

87Dallas Census, I85O, No. 929.

88Lawson and Edmondson's Directory. 1873, p. 85.



CHAPTER II

THE IMPORTANCE OF DOCTORS AND MEDICINE IN DALLAS

AND LA REUNION, 1855-1859

Drs. C. R. Pryor. S. B. Pryor. and A. D. Rice

Dallas physicians in pioneer days were among the most

prominent men in the city. Participating not only in health

work but also in business and civic affairs, the doctors from

the very beginning became active in almost every phase of the

city's development. There were two reasons for this. First,

physicians, being among the few educated people in the community,

acquired the reputation for being learned in all affairs, per

sonal and public. Secondly, they needed money. The few set

tlers in Dallas at the time (there were not enough to support

the doctor's practice) were poor and unable to pay the doctor

adequately for hi6 services. As a result, the doctor supplemented

his slim professional income by means other than the practice of

medicine.1 Three such outstanding doctor-citizens were Dr.

Charles R. Pryor and Dallas' first and second mayors, Dr. Samuel B.

Pryor and Dr. Anderson D. Rice.

xMrs. George F. Carlisle to Marie Giles, March 2, 1950,
conference .
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Dr. Charles R. Pryor, brother of Dr. S. B. Pryor, came

to Dallas from Virginia in 1850.2 By December, 1855, he and

his brother were partners and were advertising in the Dallas

Herald that:

Having associated ourselves in the practice of medi

cine, we very respectfully offer our professional
services to the public generally and will give
strict attention to all cases entrusted to our care.3

In April, 1859, Pryor became editor of the Dallas Herald. He

remained with the Herald until the great fire of July, i860,

when the newspaper suspended publication, to resume October 8,

i860. Pryor continued as editor until the spring of 1862,

when he entered the service of the Confederate States.4 After

the Civil War, he returned to Dallas and took up residence at

J. B. Keaton's Hotel on the southeast corner of Commerce and

Record. Pryor served as secretary of state for Texas from May 2

to August, 1865.
5

2Memorial and Biographical History, p . 205 .

3Advertisement in Dallas Herald , December 8, 1855.

4Butterfield and Rundlett's Directory of the City of

Dallas for the Year 1875, p. 64.

5Harriet Smither to Marie Giles, April 2, 1951.
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Dr. Samuel B. Pryor, Dallas* first mayor, was born in

1820 in Virginia. With his wife, Anna M., born in Virginia in

I829,6 he moved to Arkansas and then to Dallas, arriving very

early in 1846.7 Before the end of the year, he had acquired

a land survey8 and had become district clerk for the second

court held in Dallas County.9 Though John C. McCoy had been

made district clerk in July, 1846, he had resigned; and in De

cember, 1846, Pryor had replaced him to serve out the term.

From August, 1848, to August, 1850, Pryor was again district

clerk.10

Dallas city government before Pryor became mayor was non

existent. In 1846, when the first state legislature created

Dallas County, it provided that the town of Dallas be governed

by county officers. Dallas remained under county supervision

until February 2, 1856, when it was granted its first charter.

Immediately following this act of incorporation, the election

6Dallas Census, 1850, No. 13*.

7Memorial and Biographical History, p . 185 .

8Carlisle, Texas Pioneers of Dallas County (manuscript
records ) .

9Butterfield and Rundlett's Directory for 1875. p. 5-

10Memorial and Biographical History, p . 185 .



3*

for the office of mayor was held on April 5.11 Dr. Samuel

Pryor and Dr. Anderson Rice were the only candidates; and in

an election with only ninety-two persons voting, Pryor was

selected as mayor, receiving fifty-eight votes to Rice's thirty-

four.12 Pryor served until April, 1857, when John M. Crockett

succeeded him.13 Although his career as mayor was over, Pryor

had by no means retired from public life. In August, 1859, he

was selected as one of Dallas' five aldermen by thirty-seven

votes; and in August, i860, he was re-elected by fifty-six

votes to serve through l86l.14

Pryor and his wife, Anna M., had six children, all born

in Texas. Their first, Ashton R., who later became a police of

ficer, was born in Dallas, October 29, 1847.15 Their other

children were: Edward R., born about January, I85O;16 Charles

R., in 1853; Pocahontas, in 1855; Samuel B., in 1857; and

"Bureau of Public Information (ed.), City of Dallas . p. 4.

12Cockrell, History of Early Dallas . p. 42.

13Jackson, Sixty Years in Texas p. 211.

14Ibid., p. 212.

15Memorial and Biographical History, p. 185.

16Dallas Census, 1850, No. 134.
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William L., in about September, I859.17

Dr. Pryor, known to his contemporaries as "Old Doc

Pryor," came from an old and highly respected Virginia family.18

A hardy pioneer, he was "gruff and outspoken," and it was said

by those who knew him that he feared nothing.19 When he died

in 1867, his widow and children returned to southwestern Arkan

sas, where they were still living in 1892.20 Pryor Street was

named after the doctor by ordinance in l882.21

Dr. Anderson D. Rice, the first doctor in the actual vil

lage of Dallas22 and the fourth mayor, was born February, 1818,

in Kentucky.23 He came to Dallas in 1848, and, settling in the

heart of the town, he began the practice of medicine. On June 24,

1852, he married Miss A. F. Russell.24 After her sudden death,

17Dallas Census, i860, No. 1232.

18Memorial and Biographical History, p. 205.

19Red, Medicine Man, p. 165.

2Memorial and Biographical History, p. 185.

2
'Carlisle, Origin of Dallas Street Names (manuscript

records) .

22WPA, Dallas Guide and History, p. OOO78.

23Dallas Census, 1850, No. 434.

24Carlisle, Dallas County Marriages, 1846-1861 (manuscript

records) .
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he remarried on June 26, 1856, this time to Mrs. Zeriah (Beeler)

Dillon,25 daughter of George H. and Sarah Beeler of Virginia.

Mrs. Rice was born in Iowa in June, I828.26 The doctor and

his wife had two children by i860, both born in Texas: Hattie D.,

born in 1857,27 and Sally Vienma, born in June, l859.28 Sally

Vienna was deceased by September 7, 1876, and was buried in the

Masonic Cemetery on Akard Street.29 Mrs. Rice died August 8,

1872, three years after her husband, and was buried in the

Masonic Cemetery.

Dr. Rice's public life was one of service to the community.

Four years after his arrival in Dallas he was made county treas

urer, serving from 1852 to l85*;31 and in 1856 he ran for mayor,

25Carlisle, Dallas County Marriages, l846-l86l (manuscript
records) .

26DaHas Census, i860, No. U47. The source (Carlisle,
Old Cemeteries of Dallas County [manuscript records], n.p.)
sets the month of June.

27Dallas Census, i860, Ho. 1147.

28Carlisle, History of the Old Cemetery, p. 16, lists
the name mentioned above. Dallas Census, i860, No. 1147, gives
the name as Lena V.

29Carlisle, History of the Old Cemetery, p. 16.

3Ibid., p. 21.

31Meorial and Biographical History, p. 185.
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being defeated by Dr. Pryor by a slim margin of twenty-four

votes.32 Two years later, in April, 1858, the citizens of

Dallas adopted by vote the general act of municipal corpora

tions just passed by the Legislature, and under this act the

office of mayor was to be filled by election. On August 2, 1858,

the election was held. Dr. Rice won by an overwhelming majority

over several candidates, receiving thirty-nine votes out of

fifty.33 Rice remained in office until August, I859.34 When

the Civil War came, Dr. Rice joined the Confederate Army as a

surgeon, and served for four years with the rank of captain.35

By 1864 he was back in Dallas, when he was made justice of Pre

cinct One. He held the position until 1866. After 1867, the

year that the city fell under radical rule, he did not run again

for public office.36 He died in Dallas on October 10, 1869, and

was buried in the Masonic Cemetery on Akard Street.
37

tf

Cockrell, History of Early Dallas , p. 42.

33

Jackson, Sixty Years in Texas, p. 211.

34
"Over 40 Majors Elected in Dallas," in Times Herald.

August 28, 1949, sec. 1, col. 4, p. 10.

35Carlisle, History of the Old Cemetery, p. 16.

36Memorial and Biographical History, p . 187 .

3T

Carlisle, History of the Old Cemetery . p. 16.
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The Later Pioneer Doctors - 1855-1859

(Johnston, Paschall, Peak, Henry Scott,

Roy Scott, Slack, Stayton, Stevenson,

Swindells)

Dr. Albert A. Johnston (Johnson) practiced medicine in

Dallas about thirty-five years. Focusing his interest only

on the progress of medicine in Dallas, he helped to make the

profession a stronger element in the growing city. Born in

Kentucky in l835,38 Johnston was educated at the University

of Louisville, from which he graduated in the winter of 1856.

He came to Dallas in the same year to begin the practice of

medicine.39 On September 2, 1858, Johnston married Sarah

Elizabeth Griffin,40 born in 1842 in Tennessee as the only

daughter of Elder Thacker Vivian Griffin.41 By i860 there was

one child in their household, Dick, born in Texas early in 1859.

38Records obtained from inscription on grave marker of

Dr. A. A. Johnston, Greenwood Cemetery.

39Memorial and Biographical History, p. 204.

4Carlisle, Dallas County Marriages, 1846-1861 (manu
script records).

4
'Memorial and Biographical History, p. 157, gives the

wife's name as Elizabeth A. The marriage records cited above

give the name as Sarah Elizabeth.

42Dallas Census, i860, No. 1264. Dallas Census, 1870,
No. 1265t lists no children in the household.
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Except for service during the Civil War as a surgeon in

the Army of Tennessee,43 Johnston practiced medicine steadily

in Dallas until 1893* In addition to his duties as a general

physician, he was a surgeon, an obstetrician, and had one of

the largest medical libraries in the city. Although the library

and his office were destroyed by the fire of i860,44 Johnston

soon re-established himself. By l873> he was practicing with

Dr. F. E. Hughes at an office on Elm Street between Lamar and

Austin.45 By 1875 he was practicing alone again with his of

fice on Main Street. From 1878 to 1882, his office was at Ervay

and Conner's Drugstore } and from 1883 to 1887 he had his offices

consecutively at Patterson's, at Hickox and Patterson's, and at

Hickox and Hearne's drugstores. From 1891 to 1892, his office

was over a store at 271 Main Street, and he was living on Pa

vilion Street.47

43Memorial and Biographical History, p. 204.

44Cockrell, History of Early Dallas , p. 72.

45Lawson and Edmondson
'
s Directory. l873> p. 67.

46Butterfield and Rundlett's Directory for 1875, p. 109.

47General Director of the City of Dallas. 1891-1892,

p. 223.
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Johnston contributed much to the organization of medi

cine in Dallas. On November 13, 1871, he and Dr. R. 0. Pur-

viance were elected secretaries of the recently organized Dal

las County Medical Society.48 By 1876, another Dallas County

Medical Society was functioning and Johnston was named first

president.49 Dr. Johnston died in Dallas in 1905 and was buried

at Greenwood Cemetery.50

Dr. D. A. Paschall, son of G. R. Paschall, was born in

Kentucky in 1837. Although he came to Texas in 1844, he left

the state to study medicine, first in Fulton, Kentucky, then

at the University of Pennsylvania, from which he graduated in

I859. Settling near Haught's Store outside of Dallas, Paschall

practiced medicine until the war, when he joined Colonel Elkanah

Greer's regiment as a private. Four months later he became as

sistant surgeon, a position he held until the end of the war.

48WPA, Dallas Guide and History, p. 00425.

49Minutes of the Dallas County Medical Society, April 1,
1876 - May 1, 1877, April 1, 1876, p. 15. Original handwritten
document in possession of Millard J. Heath, Dallas County Medi

cal Society, Medical Arts Building, Dallas.

5Records obtained from inscription on grave marker of

Dr. A. A. Johnston, Greenwood Cemetery.



41

Paschall returned to Dallas after the Civil War where he con

tinued his practice of medicine.51

Dr. Carroll M. Peak, brother of the two druggists,

William Wallace and Jefferson Peak, had located in Dallas by

March, 1855* and by December was advertising that he:

Respectfully informs his old friends and the public
generally, that having permanently located in Dallas,
he is prepared to practice his profession in its

various branches, Medicine, Obstetrics, and Surgery.
Office at Sayre 's Drugstore.52

Peak was still in Dallas in 1856, but he left soon after to

reside in Fort Worth.53

Dr. Henry C. Scott, son of Samuel M., and Camilla W.

Scott and brother of Dr. Roy Scott, was born in Virginia,

February 8, 1834.54 He came to Dallas with his parents in 1858

and by i860 was a physician.55 His medical office over Herman

51fied, Medicine Man, pp. 162-163.

52
Advertisement in Dallas Herald. December 8, 1855.

53Mrs. Leslie B. Clark to Marie Giles, February 2, 1950,
conference .

54Carlisle, Old Cemeteries of Dallas County (manuscript
records) .

55Dallas Census, i860, No. 1246.
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Hirsh's storehouse was destroyed by the fire of i860.56 Scott

was killed in the service of the Confederate Army near McMinn-

ville, Tenmessee.57

Dr. Roy B. Scott, another son of Samuel M. and Camilla

W. Scott, and a better known Dallas physician than his brother,

was born in Virginia, June 17 , l822.58 He came to Dallas with

his parents in 1858 and settled on Hughes Circle in East Dal

las.59 By i860, his household consisted of two boys and two

girls, probably his sisters and brothers, all born in Virginia:

Mary H., in 1847; Helen S., in 1849; Thomas P., in 1852; and

Samuel B., in l854.6 Scott married Jennie Catherine ,

born in Pike County, Missouri, July 29, l843> and deceased by

January 14, 1902. They had one child, Roy, born in Dallas,

August 25, 1867, and deceased on August 29, 1869.61 Besides

56Cockrell, History of Early Dallas, p. 72.

57Carlisle, Old Cemeteries of Dallas County, (manuscript

records), n. p.

58Carlisle, History of the Old Cemetery, p. 17.

59Mrs. Leslie B. Clark to Marie Giles, April 22, 1950,

conference .

6Dallas Census, i860, No. 444.

6lRecords obtained from inscriptions on grave markers,

City-Masonic -Odd Fellow Cemetery, South Akard Street.
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his practice of medicine, Scott owned a mill by 1870.62 Dr.

Scott was killed on October 3, 1884, in Dallas, when he was

thrown accidentally from his horse. He was buried with his

wife and child in the Masonic Cemetery on Akard Street.63

Dr. William H. Slack was born in Kentucky in 1815. He

had come to Texas by 1852 with his j*ife, Eliza J., born in

1830 in Kentucky;64 and by 1855 had settled in Dallas, where

he was practicing medicine.65 Dr. Slack and his wife had three

children, cull bom in Texas: James N. Clark, born in 1852;

William A. Slack, born in 1856; and Eliza E., born in 1857. The

Slacks had left Dallas by 187O.66

Dr. D. A. Stayton (Slayton, Staton) was born in Kentucky

in l8ll. A physician and farmer, he was living by 1855 five

0<Minutes of the City Council, I, April 19, 1870, p. 15.

63Carlisle, History of the Old Cemetery, p. 17.

64Dallas Census, i860, No. 66.

65Will of America Elkins, given before death on March 3,
1856, and recorded May 7, 1856, in Probate Court Minutes (manu
script records), Dallas County, Volume A and Volume B, pp. 93-95.
Obtained from Mrs. George F. Carlisle.

66Dallas Census, i860, No. 66.
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miles north of Dallas on Preston Road.67 His wife, Emily J.,

was born in l8l3 in Kentucky. They had one child, Adelia, born

October 14, 1839, who married Dr. G. W. Stevenson.68 The Stay-

tons were still living in Dallas in 1875 with a residence at

234 Masten.69

Dr. George W. Stevenson, born July 12, 1829, in Clark

County, Kentucky, was living in Dallas by 1855. On March 6,

1855, he married Adelia Stayton, daughter of Dr. D. A. and

Emily J. Stayton.ro A few months later he advertised in the

Dallas Herald that he:

Respectfully informs his good friends and the public

generally, that having removed to the residence of

Dr. D. A. Stayton, . . . he is prepared to practice

his profession in its various branches, Medicine, Ob

stetrics, and Surgery.
'x

Dr. Stevenson's wife died of pulmonary consumption on October 25,

67Advertisement in Dallas Herald. December 8, 1855.

68Dallas Census, i860, No. 1059.

6sButterfield and Rundlett's Directory for 1875, p. 159.

7Carlisle, History of the Old Cemetery, p. 24.

Y1Advertisement in Dallas Herald. December 8, l855 Note

the similarity of this advertisement to that of Dr. C. M. Peak

in the same issue.
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1868, and was buried in the Odd Fellow Cemetery on Akard

Street.72 Their son, Walter, born in 1858, died in 189O and

was buried in the same cemetery.73 In 1870 Dr. Stevenson was

still practicing medicine and his household consisted of Sarah E.,

born in Texas in 1848, and Laura E., born in Texas in 1858.74

Dr. Stevenson was, in l873> in partnership with Dr. LaBaume El

liott in a drug business. Their combined office and store was

on Main Street between Houston and Jefferson streets.75 Steven

son died in Dallas May 5, 1874, and was buried in the Odd Fellow

Cemetery on Akard Street.76

Dr. James H. Swindells was born in New Jersey in 1824.

He came to Dallas about l855> and upon arrival advertised in

the Dallas. Herald that he offered "his services to the citizens

of Dallas and Ellis Counties."77 By 1870 his household consisted

720bituary in Dallas Herald. October 31, 1868, p. 2.
Obtained from Mrs. George F. Carlisle. This source mentions

that Mrs . Stevenson was survived by a husband and an only

daughter, but the grave markers prove the newspaper's error.

73Carlisle, History of the Old Cemetery, p. 24.

74Dallas Census, 1870, No. 1368.

75Lawson and Edmondson's Directory. 1873, pp. 53, 90.

76Carlisle, History of the Old Cemetery, p. 24.

77Advertisement in Dallas Herald. December 8, 1855.



46

of his wife, Ellen P., born in 1826 in Ohio, and two children,

both born in Texas: Sarah M., in 1854, and Margaret A., in

1857 .78 Dr. Swindells was in 1878 one of the notaries public

of Precinct One.79 By 1892, he was living in Lancaster.80

The Second Druggist Dr. D. B. Thomas

The opening of the first drugstore in 1855 by Frank A.

Sayre has been mentioned. The second druggist, Dr. D. B. Thomas,

had located in Dallas by 1856. On March 22, 1856, he advertised

in the Dallas Herald :

Dr. D. B. Thomas permanently located in Dallas ten

ders his professional services to the citizens of the

place and surrounding country, with an experience of

eight years practice. . . . Office Crutchfield House.81

By April he was both practicing medicine and conducting a drug

business with Sayre. He advertised in the Dallas Herald that he

78Dallas Census, 1870, No. 211.

79Morrison and Company's General Directory of the City of

Dallas for 1878-1879. p. 18.

8oMemorial and Biographical History, p. 205.

81Advertisement in Dallas Herald. March 22, 1856.
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might be found at Sayre and Thomas' Drugstore or at the Crutch-

field House when not professionally engaged.82

Very little is known about Dr. Thomas. Born in North

Carolina in 1828, he came about 1856 to Dallas. He practiced

medicine and was in the drug business with Sayre until July 8,

i860, when fire destroyed the drugstore. At the beginning of

the Civil War, Thomas joined Colonel Nat M. Burford's Regiment

as a surgeon. With the constant exposure in the service, he

contracted consumption from which he eventually died in 1888.83

Thomas was married to Emma
,
a native Texan born in 1843,

and they had one child, Sallie F., born in i860 in Texas.84

Physicians and Medicine at La Reunion. West Dallas

La Reunion, sponsored by the Society of European-American

Colonization in Texas, was a socialistic colony of French people

established at Chalk Hill in West Dallas in I855. On April 26,

1854, one dozen men arrived; and on January 7, 1855, the first

^Advertisement in Dallas Herald, April 5, 1856.

83Memorial and Biographical History . pp. 204-205.

84Dallas Census, i860, No. 1258.
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land of the colony was purchased. It was not until June l6, 1855,

however, that the real colony began; for that was when the main

body of the colonists arrived. Though La Reunion had completely

disappeared by 1867, it contributed much to the medical history

of Dallas in the short time of its existence.85

Although medicine at La Reunion was no more advanced than

It was in Dallas, it was much more highly organized. One phase

of organized medicine in the colony was the group of rest camps.

Leaders at Reunion wanted to establish wayside rest camps on the

road from Houston to Reunion to allow immigrants who had just

landed to become accustomed gradually to Texas weather as they

moved inland. Although the plan failed, it was an organized at

tempt to protect the public health. The greatest attempt to sys

tematize medicine in the colony was the organizing of doctors'

services. Doctors served the colony as a group, rather than as

individuals, and were controlled in their practice and income by

the Society of European-American Colonization. An advertise

ment, to entice settlers, reading "Equal privileges for every

one," reveals the socialistic inclination of the colony.86

85WPA, Dallas Guide and History, p. 00090.

86As quoted in Eloise Santerre, Reunion, A Translation

of Dr. Savardan's Un Naufrage au Texas (Master's Thesis, Southern

Methodist University, 1935), p. 77.
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Doctors were seldom paid by their patients. Payment for their

services came out of 10,000 francs, a part of which had been

set aside by the Society to pay the expenses of all who became

ill while serving the colony. Dr. (Le Docteur) Savardan,87 an

outstanding physician and treasurer of the colony, claimed never

to have accepted fees from patients individually. He hoped to

collect from the Society; and even though money for services

was sometimes never paid by the Society, it was probably easier

to collect from it than from the colonists.88

Medical facilities at La Reunion were poor. Dr. Savardan

brought from France only two boxes, one of drugs and the other

of surgical supplies and instruments. Yet, within two years

of practice at La Reunion, he had treated two hundred twenty-

eight patients and had lost only five; and according to Savardan

these deaths were not his fault because "all five had themselves

to blame for serious, indiscreet action and for negligence . . .

u90

87C. W. Raines, A Bibliography of Texas, 1896. This source

lists only Savardan' s last name, just as it appears on the title

page of his book: Le Docteur Savardan, Un Naufrage au Texas

(1858), as do all other sources I have found.

88Santerre, Reunion, A Translation (Master's Thesis,
Southern Methodist University, 1935), PP. 75-92.

89Ibid., p. 79.

9As quoted in ibid., p. 80.
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In spite of cases of brain fever, typhoid, malaria, and other

diseases, and the lack of drugs or hospitals to isolate and

treat patients, La Reunion remained a healthy colony as long

as it existed.

The physicians of La Reunion served the colony faith

fully. Dr. Savardan, "probably the physician for the colony,"91

was a native of France and had received his medical certificate

from the University of Paris. After being attached for six

years to the Military Medical Science of France, he was dis

charged at the age of 28 with the rank of assistant surgeon.92

In 1855 he came to Texas, bringing a group with him, to settle

at La Reunion. He practiced medicine and served as secretary

and treasurer of the colony until 1857; and in that year he left

Texas forever, returning to France. Savardan was the author of

Un Naufrage au Texas (1858). The book describes his two years

in Texas and is today the fullest known account of the colony of

La Reunion.**3

91A statement by Mrs. D. R. P. McDermett in "La Reunion
An 111-Fated Dream of Utopia," in Times Herald. June 5, 1927.
There were other physicians for the colony, among them a Dr.

Nicholas and a medical student, Mr. Roger, according to Santerre,
Reunion, A Translation (Master's Thesis, Southern Methodist Uni

versity, 1935) , p. V76.

go

Santerre, Reunion, A Translation (Master's Thesis,
Southern Methodist University, 1935), p. 79.

93Ibid., p. 486.
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Dr. William Boll, son of Henry and Elizabeth (Knopfli)

Boll, was born in Switzerland,94 May 27, 1853. In 1855 Boll,

then two years old, was brought i>y his parents, who had joined

the French immigrants, to Texas. The family settled at La Re

union95 and Boll later married a Miss Fretz of the Swiss Colony

in Dallas. She died in Dallas before 1944.
96

Dr. Boll was

practicing medicine from 1883 to 1884 with an office at 828

Main Street and from 1884 to 1885 with an office at 826 Main.87

He died in Green Springs, Ohio,98 May 8, 1891, and was buried

at Greenwood Cemetery in Dallas.99

Dr. Henry Desmet, a native of France, came with his wife

and daughter, Marie, to La Reunion in 1855. After the dissolu

tion of the colony, they moved to Weatherford, Texas.100

94Memorial and Biographical History, p. 626.

95Cockrell, History of Early Dallas . p. 89.

96"C. E. Fretz, Of Old Swiss Colony, Dies," in Dallas

Morning News, April 3, 19^.

Morrison and Fourmy's General Directory of the City

of Dallas. 1884-1885, p. 3k.

98Memorial and Biographical History, p. 626.

"Carlisle, Old Cemeteries of Dallas County (manuscript
records), n.p.

l00Santerre, Reunion, A Translation (Master's Thesis,
Southern Methodist University, 1935) , p. ^58.
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Dr. Nicholas, one of the physicians for the colony, ac

cording to Santerre, and a native of Hautes Alpes, France, came

with Savardan to La Reunion in 1855. After the disintegration

of the colony, Nicholas lived with a Mr. Horton on his farm.

Later, accompanied by a Mr. Dederet of the French Colony, Dr.

Nicholas left for Venezuela. He hoped to explore there before

returning to France.101

A young Belgian medical student, Mr. Roger, answered the

first call put out for the desperate need of doctors at La Re

union.102 Joining Francois Jean Cantagrel's group, Roger ar

rived in 1854, five months before Dr. Savardan. According to

Savardan, Roger was ill-prepared, an incompetent doctor, who

had studied only a poor mixture of electrical homeopathy and

allopathy.103 At Reunion he was appointed head physician by

Victor Prosper Considerant, leader of the group. He not only

became Considerant 's confidential agent, but in 1855 he also

served as his interpreter on a trip to Austin. Later, Roger

iolSanterre, Reunion, A Translation (Master's Thesis,
Southern Methodist University, 1935) , pp. 79, V76.

102Ibid., p. 77.

103Ibid., p. 79.
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was sent by Considerant to Europe on a mission to prevent the

management from sending any more immigrants to the United

States. Roger never returned to La Reunion.104

Dr. F. L. Willemet was the only La Reunion doctor who,

after the dissolution of the colony, moved permanently into

the town of Dallas. Botn August 6, 1820, in France, Willemet

came to the United States,105 where after Considerant hired

him as maltre d'hotel in New York, Willemet moved to La Reunion,

There he settled in 1856 with his wife and two daughters. In

some way, Dr. Savardan discovered Willemet' s true name was

Thuvignon; and although Savardan claims to have caused Wille

met much discomfort,106 Willemet continued to live in Dallas

as a prominent doctor and citizen for the rest of his life.

By i860 Willemet was living near Dallas and was farming;

and by 1868 he had moved into the town of Dallas to practice

medicine. From 1870 to 1873 he served as a city alderman;107

104Santerre, Reunion, A Translation (Master's Thesis,
Southern Methodist University, 1935) , p. *84.

105
Carlisle, History of the Qld Cemetery . p. 25.

losSanterre, Reunion, A Translation (Master's Thesis,
Southern Methodist University, 1935), P- *90.

lo7Carlisle, History of the Old Cemetery, p. 5.
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and on May 22, 1871* he was elected mayor pro tempore in the

absence of Mayor Henry Ervay.108 On February 3>
109

and again

on April 29> 1872, he was unanimously elected by the council

as temporary mayor.110 After a medical and civic service of

almost thirty years to the community, Dr. Willemet died in Dal

las on August 4, 1884. He was buried in the Odd Fellow Ceme

tery on Akard Street.111 Willomet Street, though misspelled,

was named for him.112

Condition of Medicine in Dallas before i860

The population by 1859, consisting of 678 whites and 97

blacks, indicated that Dallas was still a pioneer settlement.113

losMinutes of the City Council, I, May 22, 1871, p. 33.

lo9Minutes of the City Council, I, February 3, 1872,

p. 6l.

110Minutes of the City Council, I, April 29, 1872, p.
85.

li:LCarlisle, History of the Old Cemetery, p. 25.

112Carlisle, Origin of Dallas Street Names (manuscript
records) .

113"Dallas' First Manufacturer," in Times Herald, Octo

ber 2, 19*9, sec. 6, col. 4, p. 1.
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A town which craved a barber shop, "an institution the want of

which had long been seriously felt,"114 instead of public schools,

of which there were none, could not be too concerned with edu

cation; nor could a town with more saloons than drugstores be

taking its health very seriously.115 Medicine was still a pri

vate affair, untouched by public concern.

There were many illnesses from which the pioneers suf

fered. Besides malaria, quite common in mild forms among the

settlers, there was the tropical fever, dengue, called "break-

bone fever1* because of the aching, limp feeling it left in the

joints, bones, and muscles. On July 31 > ld5d, the obituary in the

Dallas Herald reported the death of Richard P. Rogers. "The de

ceased was confined to his room but one week, and was afflicted

with what is known as the 'Break Bone fever.' His sufferings were

intense .... On Thursday before his death [on Sunday] he felt

assured that he must die . . . ."116 in addition to deaths from

"grippe" or influenza and typhoid fever, settlers suffered from

114
A statement In Dallas Herald. November, 1859, in WPA,

Dallas Guide and History, p. 00095.

115WPA, Dallas Guide and History, p. OOO95.

116As quoted in Obituary in Dallas Herald, July 31> 1858.
Obtained from records of Mrs. George F. Carlisle.



56

cholera; but the disease that caused more deaths of adults than

any other was pulmonary consumption or tuberculosis, for which

in those days there was no prevention or cure. The adults,

however, withstood disease well; it was the infants who suf

fered. Grave markers indicate sometimes six infants in one

family, dead within six months after birth, from the dreaded

"cholera infantum." The disease, a type of dysentery that atro

phies the system, brought on by lack of sanitation, flies, and

unclean water, touched adults only lightly and was called by them

the "summer complaint." For infants, however, it was fatal.

Nevertheless, to avoid condemning Dallas' early health standards,

it must be said that the diseases mentioned above were common

everywhere among pioneers, as was the treatment of them.117

Before treatment is discussed, however, something about

surgery must be said. Before i860, there were no anesthetics

or asepsis . As a result, doctors practiced surgery under condi

tions of uncleanliness and excruciating pain to the victim. It

was no art, except in the speed with which it was accomplished,

and was seldom resorted to unless necessity demanded it. Surgery

was used in removing bullets from wounds and amputating useless

L1TMrs. George F. Carlisle to Marie Giles, April 3> 1950,
conference .
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limbs. The setting of broken bones was also in the field of

surgery; but with no plaster of paris, it became a matter of

bracing the broken bone with wooden splints. Such primitive

practice brought poor results, "as many a limp and crooked arm

testified."118

Treatments for diseases and illnesses in the pioneer days

were varied. One of the most common cures for an unspecified

illness, like "violent pains in bladder and intestines," was the

use of leeches. They were used to combat typhoid, malaria, or

brain fever; in any case, they were employed until pain ceased.119

For lack of leeches in bloodletting, however, the cupping glass

was used. This cylinder -shaped glass, the size of a thimble,

was heated and applied to a certain spot on the surface of the

skin. The glass formed a partial vacuum, drawing the blood to

the spot under the glass. When the skin was scratched, the opera

tion was called "wet cupping," and otherwise it was known as "dry

cupping." The purpose of bloodletting, either by leeches or the

cupping glass, was to combat fever or cure inflamed parts of the

body. Cupping was one of Dr. Savardan 's favorite methods of

118WPA, Safeguarding the Public Health, pp. 4-5.

119Santerre, Reunion, A Translation (Master's Thesis,
Southern Methodist University, 1935) , p. 80.
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treatment. He thought it dispensed with the danger of drawing

too much blood. Cupping changed the blood and held it away

from the sick part without removing it from circulation.120

Victor Considerant, however, opposed the operation as harmful

and dangerous "in these latitudes."121 Although Dr. Savardan

expressed uncertainty as to whether or not "bleeding, however

slight, in these latitudes, [was] very harmful and serious"

and whether or not climate affected the use of the cupping glass,

he continued to support the cure.122 He said that in spite of

criticism of it, 99 out of 228 patients submitted to the cure

in cases of brain fever, typhoid, malaria, and other diseases,

and always found it "beneficial and harmless." To make it ef

fective, however, it was important to persevere in the treat

ment.123 Not only did Dr. Savardan support the use of the cup

ping glass; Drs. Nicholas and Samuel Pryor also supported its

use. And, according to Dr. Savardan, it had widespread popularity

among army surgeons and was even used by Indian tribes in Africa.124

12Santerre, Reunion, A Translation (Master's Thesis,
Southern Methodist University, 1935) > P 83.

121Ibid., p. 79.

122
Ibid., p. 92.

123Ibid., p. 80.

124Ibid., pp. 77, 91.
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The other popular treatments among early Dallas doctors

were leaves from pulse plants, calomel, whiskey, and sulphate

of quinine. Dr. Savardan prescribed cooked leaves from pulse

plants as poultices and the juice as a purgative. Calomel he

used for fevers; and he wondered whether or not calomel in a

large dose might not be better than bloodletting to combat fever

from cholera, typhus, and yellow fever.125 Whiskey, though not

used by Dr. Savardan, was a popular remedy for fever. One gram

of sulphate of quinine dissolved in whiskey was Considerant
'
s

prescription for fever; and it was probably the usual remedy.

Savardan, however, felt it was too strong and that whiskey al

ways increased the severity of an attack.126 Sulphate of quinine

was a favorite remedy for all fevers. For an attack of yellow

fever, Savardan gave a small dose of 2 to 4 decigrams of the

medicine between each attack, with an interval of two hours be

tween each decigram. The cupping glass might be used with quinine

but never with whiskey.127 For intermittent fever also, Savardan

125Santerre, Reunion, A Translation (Master's Thesis,
Southern Methodist University, 1935) , PP- 76, 92.

126Ibid., pp. 83-84.

127Ibid., p. 82.
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used the cupping glass and sulphate of quinine; and thirty-eight

out of thirty-nine cases were cured after the first dose, the

only exception being quartan fever, "the most obstinate type."128

The amount of sulphate of quinine Savardan gave, however, was

extremely small when compared to what his contemporaries pre

scribed, 35 grains to Savardan 's 3 grains. Yet Savardan was not

certain of his remedy, for he admitted not knowing whether it

was necessary "in elevated latitude" to give sulphate of quinine

in larger doses.129

The best method of analyzing treatment of diseases in

the l850s is to cite an actual case, that of Dr. William H.

Slack's treatment of America Elkins between November 3, 1855,

and March 17, 1856, the date of her death.130 It was in the form

of a bill presented by the doctor to her estate after her death.

The illness from which she suffered is unknown; however, because

of the prolonged fever and, in the last stages, pain, she must

have had some form of bacteremia with multiple abscesses

Santerre, Reunion, A Translation (Master's Thesis,
Southern Methodist University, 1935), p. 90.

129Ibid., p. 92.

13Will of America Elkins, recorded May 7, 1856, in Pro

bate Court Minutes, Dallas County, Volume A and B, pp. 93-95.
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developing before death.131 Dr. Slack had a standard fee he

charged her for every call, $3.00, except twice when he charged

her $5.00, on February 17, for ten hours* attention and on

March 6 for one-half day's and one half-night's attention. His

fee for sulphate of quinine, anywhere from 20 to 35 grains, was

75 cents; for one dram of sweet spirits of nitre, 25 cents;

24 pills of compound cathartic, 50 cents; and for one dram of

expectorant and syrup of anodyne, the charge was $3.00. Dr.

Slack first visited her on November 3, 1855. She must have had

fever because he gave her a small dose of 20 grains of quinine.

He did not call on her again for eleven weeks; but from that

time, January 23, 1856, on, she must have become quite ill with

fever because Dr. Slack's calls became very frequent. He ap

peared almost every day, prescribing at each visit 20 to 35

grains of quinine. On February 17 he gave her ten hours' at

tention. Her condition grew worse, however, for on March 1,

Dr. Slack called Dr. Anderson Rice in for consultation. As a

result, Dr. Slack prescribed one dram of sweet spirits of nitre

and, probably on the advice of Dr. Rice, ceased giving the

patient quinine. Yet, her health continued to decline. On

xc,J-Dr. Robert B. Giles to Marie Giles, March 22, 1950,
conference .
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March 6, Dr. Slack spent twelve hours attending her; and by

March 13, with doses of syrup of anodyne, an opiate, he was

attempting Only to keep her comfortable before death. The pa

tient died on March 17, 1856, after a month and a half of ill-

132
ness.

It is true that treatment in the l850s was primitive;

but it is also true that doctors tended their patients to the

best of their ability. They considered it a duty to care not

only for the patient's physical health, but also for his psy

chological welfare. Dr. Savardan' s advice to physicians re

veals this sense of duty, "A physician must not only understand

the disease and the patient's needs, but also be able to help

the patient acquire a peace of mind, the security of which is

necessary for him."133

132Will of America Elkins, recorded May 7, 1856, in Pro

bate Court Minutes, Dallas County, Volume A and B, pp. 93-95.

133Santerre, Reunion, A Translation (Master's Thesis,
Southern Methodist University, 1935), p. 76.



CHAPTER III

THE DISORGANIZED CONDITION OF PUBLIC HEALTH

1860-1872

Dallas' Military Hospital

During the Civil War period, Dallas acquired its first

hospital. The date of its establishment and its location is

unknown; but sources indicate that it was established near

Dallas to care for sick and crippled war veterans and that it

was conducted under the authority of the United States Army.

On February 2, 1865, an appeal was made in the Dallas Herald

for old linen to be used as bandages by the post surgeon.1

After the surrender in 1865, Dr. Rufus A. Roberts was put in

charge of the hospital.

Dr. Roberts was born in 1847 in North Carolina. After

attending Jefferson Medical College, Philadelphia, he came to

Texas in the fall of 1859* During the Civil War he was first

a private in Company B, Nineteenth Texas Regiment, then Company

Surgeon, and later Assistant General Surgeon; and after the

war, he was put in command of the military hospital in Dallas.2

XWPA, Dallas Guide and History, p. 00425.

2Red, Medicine Man, p. 166.
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He and his wife, Rebecca E., born in South Carolina in 1838,

were married before l86l and had five children, all natives

of Texas: William A.> born in l86l; Charles D., in 1863;

Duncan B., in 1865; Joshua S., in 1867; Robert L., in 1869.

Roberts later moved with his family to Cedar Hill outside Dal

las, where he farmed and practiced medicine.3

Some Doctors Arriving between i860 and 1870

Very little is recorded about Drs. Gano, McCurdy, and

Spencer. Dr. R. M. Gano, born in 1824 in Kentucky, was farm

ing and practicing medicine in Dallas County in i860.4 Dr.

T. B. McCurdy, a native of Ohio, born in 1830, was practicing

medicine in the county by i860.5 By 1870 his household con

sisted of one four-year-old child, Mary L., born in Texas.6

McCurdy was still practicing medicine in Dallas in 1876, because

on May 23 of that year he was admitted to membership in the

^llas Census, 1870, No. 33.

4Dallas Census, i860, No. 1047.

5
Ibid., No. 220.

Dallas Census, 1870, No. 413.
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Dallas County Medical Society.7 Dr. C. C. Spencer was born

in 1825 in Pennsylvania. He was practicing medicine in Dallas

in i8608 because on July 8 his office, located on the second

floor of W. W. Peak's Drugstore, was destroyed by the Dallas

fire .9

Dr. John Smartt, another physician to arrive in the l860s,

was born in Tenmessee in 1825. Before 1851 he married Essa C.

, born in 1830, in Alabama; and by December, 1859, they

had settled in Oxford, Alabama. Dr. Smartt came to Texas with

his family some time before 1866 and by 1870 he was practicing

medicine in Dallas. The Smartts had seven children, six born

in Alabama: Kate, in 18^1; Suda, in 1855; AffOa, in I857;10

John Randolph in Oxford on December 28, 1859 (died in Dallas,

April 17, 1870); John William, in Oxford on April 16, 1861

(died in Dallas April 21, 187O);11 and Peres, bom in i860.

Their seventh child, Alfred, was born in 1866 in Texas . The

7Minutes of Medical Society, May 23, 1876, p. 25.

Dallas Census, i860, No. 1296.

9Cockrell, History of Early Dallas . p. 71.

10Dallas Census, 1870, No. 1431.

1:LCarlisle, History of the Old Cemetery, p. 17.
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Smartts had left Dallas by 1873.12

Dr. James W. Wright, who came to Oak Cliff in Dallas in

1861, was born February 4, 1825, near Nashville, Tennessee,

son of Thomas and Martha A. (Tate) Wright. After serving in

the Mexican War, he returned to Tennessee, where in Wilson Coun

ty he began the study of medicine under a Dr. Etherby. From

1849 to 1850 he studied medicine in Louisville and in i860 he

graduated from the medical college of Nashville, Tennessee.

After his marriage on October 28, 1848, to Miss Lucy C. Brooks,13

a native of Tennessee, born in I832,14 Wright moved in the fall

of 185O to Texas and settled on a tract of land he bought at

Five Mile Crek, five miles north of Dallas. He farmed and

practiced there for ten years, returning in the fall of i860 to

Tennessee to finish his medical studies. Within a year, how

ever, he had come back to Texas, settling this time on a hundred-

acre tract in the present Oak.Cliff. Except when serving as a

surgeon on the Melissa during the Civil War, Wright remained in

Oak Cliff, farming and practicing medicine, until he died, October 5,

1882.
15

12Dallas Census, 1870, No. 1431.

13Memorial and Biographical History, pp. 687-688.

14Dallas Census, i860, No. 688.

15Memprial and Biographical History, pp. 687-688.
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Dr. Constantine C. Gillespie was born August 21, l823>16

in Tuscaloosa County, Alabama. A graduate of the University

of Louisville, Kentucky, and the University of Pennsylvania,

with post-graduate work at Vanderbilt University, Gillespie be

gan the practice of medicine in 1851. In 1867 he came to Dal

las, immediately forming a partnership with Dr. A. M. Cochran.
x7

Between l88l and 1882, Gillespie lived in Grapevine, outside

Dallas;18 but in 1884 he moved back into Dallas and set up an

office at 700 Main.19 He remained there until his death, October 12,

1887. Dr. Gillespie was married by 1870 to Helena (West) Winn,

daughter of Robert J. and Mary Ann (Ryland) West, and widow of

T.J. Winn.20 She was born In Tennessee, January 17, l84l, and

died in Dallas, June 9, 1882. Dr. and Mrs. Gillespie were buried

at the Webb Chapel Cemetery north of Dallas.21

16Carlisle, Old Cemeteries of Dallas County (manuscript
records), n. p.

17Red, Medicine Man, p. 167.

iaGillespie and Work's City and County Directory. l88l-

1882, p. 9.

19Morrison and Fourmy's Directory, 1884-1885, p. 197.

2Memorial and Biographical History, p. 527.

21Carlisle, Old Cemeteries of Dallas County (manuscript
records), n. p.
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Dr. E. W. Tucker, a native of South Carolina born in

1820, probably came to Dallas from Alabama in 1868. In Sep

tember of that year he was appointed one of the city aldermen

by the Federal authorities at Austin under Governor E. J. Davis.

He held the position until November, 1872.22 On May 22, 1871,

he was elected unanimously by the city council to act as tem

porary mayor.23 Dr. Tucker was practicing medicine in Dallas

as late as 1875 and was living at 403 Poydras.24 Tucker and

his wife, Caroline, born in Virginia in 1822, had five sons,

all born in Alabama; Fred N., born in iQkk; Sidney M., in 1849;

Charles E., in 1854; James W., in 1856; and Warren W., in 1858.25

Peaks' Drugstore and the Fire of i860

Peak and Brother's Drugstore was established in 1859 by

William Wallace Peak and Jefferson Peak, Jr., his younger

brother. Wallace Peak, son of Jefferson and Martha (Reser)

Jackson, Sixty Years in Texas . p . 214 .

23Minutes of the City Council, I, May 22, 1871, p. 33.

24Butterfield and Rundlett's Directory for 1875. p. 134.

25Dallas Census, 1870, No. 1415.
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Peak, was born in 183O in Kentucky.26 He had settled in Dallas

by 1852, because by June 24 of that year, he had become the

county clerk. He was still the county clerk in November, 1855.27

Peak helped to design the County Court House in 1855, and from

i860 to 1862, served as a city alderman. In i860, when the

Peaks were in the drug business, Wallace was living with his

brother Jefferson and his wife, and probably was not married.28

He later married Miss Lucinda Smith. During the Civil War, Peak

joined the Confederate Army as a major, first in Tresevant C.

Hawpe's Thirty-First Texas Cavalry Regiment, then in Colonel

Nicholas H. Darnell's Eighteenth Texas Cavalry Regiment. He did

not return to Dallas after the war.29 Peak was dead by l887.3

Jefferson Peak, Jr., Wallace's brother, was born May 16,

1836, in Warsaw, Kentucky. He came to Dallas with his parents

in about 1855;31 and on May 12, 1859, in Dallas, he married

23Carlisl#* History of thg Old Cenettry . p, 19-

27Carlisle, Dallas County Marriages, 1846-1861 (manuscript
records ) .

2QDallas Census, i860, No. 1315.

2s,Carlisle, History of the Old Cemetery, p. 19 .

3Brown, History of Dallas County, p. 114.

3iCarlisle, History of the Old Cemetery, p. 15 .
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Frances V. Mott,32 a native of Maryland born in l840.33 In

1859 he joined Wallace Peak in the drug business; but when the

drugstore burned July 8, i860, he and his brother closed the

business. Jefferson served in the Confederate Army during the

war under the command of General Sterling Price in Missouri.

He died in the service from pneumonia on January 9, 1863.34

Peak and Brother's Drugstore had a short life. Estab

lished in 1859 on the city square, the drugstore was destroyed

July 8, i860, by a fire that originated in or near the store

and spread to destroy most of Dallas. W. H. Beeman said in

his memoirs, "I remember the burning of Dallas in i860. I was

not in town that day. The fire started on the west side of the

square at Wallace Peak's drug store. Then, it broke out on the

east side ..... Another story, memoirs of W. P. Overton,

states that "A lot of men had been smoking that Sunday around

Sam Prior's drug-store."36 The most detailed account is that

^Carlisle, Dallas County Marriages, 1846-1861 (manuscript
records).

33Dallas Census, i860, No. 1315.

34Carlisle, History, of the Old Cemetery, p. 15.

35

As quoted in Memorial and Biographical History, p. 180.

3
Memorial and Biographical History, p. 177. No other
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on a hot Sunday afternoon (112) at two o'clock, a group of men

were talking and smoking on the second floor of Wallace Peak's

new two-story frame drugstore. One of the men threw a match

or cigar stump out of the window into a group of shaving-filled

boxes stacked up against the store below.37 In five minutes

the entire building was consumed, and with it the office of Dr.

C. C. Spencer. Dr. Johnston's library, Dr. H. C. Scott's of

fice, and Thomas' and Sayre 's drugstore were also destroyed.

Almost all the business district about the square was razed, as

was the residential section close by.38 Most of the doctors'

offices in town and all the drugstores were burned. Although

the town suffered a loss of $300,000 worth of property, it re

covered by the end of the year.39 Of the drugstores, however,

Sayre 's was the only one that was rebuilt.40

source anywhere mentions Pryor as ever having had a drugstore.

Every other source says the fire started in Peak's drugstore.

37"Hystery and Violence Marked Fire of i860,
"

in Times

Herald. August 28, 19*9, sec. C, col. 4, p. 1. The article adds

that suspicion of the fire was laid upon three Negroes, probably
because of the anti -Negro feeling stirring before the Civil War,

and they were hanged for the crime.

38Cockrell, History of Early Dallas, pp . 71-72 .

39WPA, Dallas Guide and History, p. 00112.

4Margaret Nicholson, "Gossip from a Dallas Girl's Diary,"
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Doctors. Dentists, and Druggists

between lfl7Q and 1872

The population of Dallas between i860 and 1870 had re

mained almost unchanged, increasing from 1,00041 in l86l to

1,200 people in 1870.42 Because of railroad expansion the popu

lation from 1870 to 1872 showed a marked increase, rising in

two years from 1,200 to 1,500 legal voters.43 Among this group

of immigrants were a number of doctors, dentists, and druggists.

Dr. John H. Stevens was born in Haitisburg, Virginia,

February 11, 1824. After graduating from Dickinson College,

Carlisle, Pennsylvania, and from the University of Virginia,

Stevens joined the Confederate Army as the chief surgeon and

medical director of the Grand Southern Army of Virginia.44 By

1870 he and his wife Mary A., born in 1847 in Alabama, had

settled in Dallas; and Stevens had retired from the practice of

in Dallas News, February 1, 1931. Obtained from Mrs. George F.

Carlisle.

4

Jackson, Sixty Years in Texas, p. 231.

42Kimball, Our CityDallas, pp. 25, 43.

43Jackson, Sixty Years in Texas, p. 231.

44Inscription from grave marker of Dr. J. H. Stevens

(body removed), Masonic Cemetery, Akard Street.
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medicine.45 Their infant daughter was buried July 20, 1870,

in the Masonic Cemetery on Akard Street. Dr. Stevens was "a

character of high honor, integrity, public spirit, and kind

ness of heart, a devoted husband and father." He died Novem

ber 24, l88l, and was buried in the Masonic Cemetery.46

Dr. J. M. Jansco located in Dallas in 1871 with his

wife Elizabeth J., born in l84547 On September 5, 1871,

Jansco lodged a complaint with the city council because a

stable was too near his residence.48 A year after their ar

rival in Dallas, Jansco's wife died, July 15, 1872, and was

buried in the Masonic Cemetery.49 Jansco left Dallas soon after

and never returned.50

Dr. George William Ewe11, son of ^ames B. and Sophia

45Dallas Census, 1870, No. 1548.

4

inscription from grave marker of Dr. J. H. Stevens

(body removed), Masonic Cemetery, Akard Street.

47

Inscription from grave marker of Elizabeth J. Jansco,
Masonic Cemetery, Akard Street.

48Minutes of the City Council, I, September 5* 1871,
p. 44.

4

inscription from grave marker of Elizabeth J. Jansco,
Masonic Cemetery, Akard Street.

5He is listed in no city directories from 1873 to 1900,
and there is no record of his burial in Dallas.
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(Douglas) Ewell, was born May 16, l821,51 in Prince William

County, Virginia. Educated in Virginia and later in Tennessee

under Dr. Richard Ewell of Hardemann County, Ewell graduated

in 1842 from the College of Medicine at Philadelphia. He prac

ticed medicine in northern Mississippi for fourteen years and

in Marshall, Harrison County, Texas, for twelve years; and in

1871 he came to Dallas.52 He took a residence on Elm Street

east of Live Oak and continued the practice of medicine until

1889 when he retired.53 He died in Dallas May 12, 1898, and

was buried at Greenwood Cemetery. Ewell helped to build the

first Presbyterian Church in Dallas. In l845> Dr. Ewell married

a native of Alabama, Sarah Catherine Sullivan, who was born in

1824 and died in 1898. One of their daughters, Rosa E., mar

ried Dr. R. C. Campbell.54

A doctor with a forty-year practice in Dallas was Dr.

Richard Wisdom Allen, born near Lexington, Kentucky, November 23,

51Carlisle, Old Cemeteries of Dallas County (manuscript
records), n. p.

52Memorial and Biographical History, pp. 676-677.

53Lawson and Edmondson
'
s Directory, l873> p. 55.

54Carlisle, Old Cemeteries of Dallas County (manuscript
records), n. p.
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1846. Educated at Bethany College, Bethany, West Virginia, he

received his medical degree from Transylvania University, Lex

ington, Kentucky, in 187O}55 and from 1870 to 1872 he did gradu

ate work at Bellevue Hospital Medical College in New York.56

In 1872 Allen came to Dallas.57 He began the practice of his

profession and by 1873 had joined Dr. Jacob A. Ewing (to be men

tioned later) in an office on the corner of Main and Jefferson

Streets. He boarded at the Southern Hotel.58 From 1875 to 1900

he practiced surgery and general medicine at 409 Main Street.

On April 11, 1876, Dr. Allen announced his candidacy for

the position of health officer, but lost to Dr. Cornelius.59

Allen was not a member of the Dallas County Medical and Surgical

Society by April 17, l877> because on that day he attended the

55Mrs. L. B. Hill (ed.), History of Greater Dallas and

Vicinity. II, 423.

56Polk's Medical Register and Directory of the United

States and Canada. 1902, p. 1871.

57Red, Medicine Man, p. 175.

58Lawson and Bdmondson's Directory. 1873, p. 27.

59Minutes of City Council (manuscript records in the

office of the city secretary), City of Dallas, Vols. I -XXVI,
September 19, 1868 - March 11, 1901, II, June 8, 1875 -

April 1,
1879, April 11, 1876, p. 137.
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meeting as a visitor.60 However, he did become an active mem

ber of the permanent Dallas County Medical Society, serving in

1884 on its first membership committee.61 On January 20, 1880,

he was appointed a member of the Dallas Board of Health;62 and

from l88l until he retired in 1912, he was the local physician

for the Missouri -Kansas -^exas Railroad. Allen married Grace

Simpson in Dallas and they had one daughter, Leda.63 He died

in Dallas in 1913 and was buried at Greenwood Cemetery.64

Dr. James S. Sizer, famous for his large four -bedroom,

two-story home on the corner of Live Oak and Harwood Streets,

was born April 17, 1824. After serving as a surgeon in the Con

federate Army, Sizer came to Dallas from Jackson, Mississippi,

in 1871 or 1872. He leased the large concrete home from Maxime

Guillot; and in 1373 received his friend, Jefferson Davis, in

6Minutes of Medical Society, April 17, 1877, p. ^9-

61Memorial and Biographical History, p. 207.

62Minutes of the City Council (manuscript records in the

office of the city secretary), City of Dallas, Vols. I-XXVI,

September 19, 1868 - March 11, 1901, III, April 9, 1879 - June 8,
1882, January 20, 1880, p. 147.

63Hill (ed.), History of Greater Dallas. II, 424.

64Records obtained from inscription on grave marker of

Dr. R. W. Allen, Greenwood Cemetery.
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the home and entertained him with festivities that stirred all

of Dallas. His home became the social center of the city.65

In September, 1873, Sizer opened a real estate business.66

The doctor practiced medicine in Dallas until his death, Febru

ary 10, 1885. He was buried in Greenwood Cemetery.67

Dr. Charles E. Keller, a dentist, was born in Mississip

pi in 1836. By 1870 he was living in Dallas on Bryan Street

with his wife Agnes M., born in 184Q in Mississippi, and his

children: Jannet, born in 1862; Mary E., in 1864; and William J.,

in 1868.
68

By 1873 Keller was practicing dentistry with Dr.

John L. W. Phares; but after Phares moved out of the city limits

in 1875, Keller continued his practice alone in an office on

Main Street.69 On November 21, 1876, Dr. Keller donated $200

to the city for a $600 park, the location of which was not re

corded.70

65
"Dallas' First Manufacturer," in Times Herald. October 2,

1949, sec. 6, cols. 6-7, p. 6.

66Advertisement in Dallas Herald . September 20, 1873.

67Carlisle, Old Cemeteries of Dallas (manuscript records),

n.p

227.

68Dallas Census, 1870, No. 1450.

69Lawson and TMmnnri son Directory. 1873, p. 68.

7Minutes of the City Council, II, November 21, 1876, p.
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Keller was appointed a member of the hospital and sani

tation committee by the city council on April 24, 1879.71 Af

ter 1880 Dr. Keller devoted his time to Dallas* first street

car line, with a horse-drawn car running on tracks between

which boards were laid for the horses to walk. The line fol

lowed Main Street from the courthouse to the Houston and Texas

Central Railroad (present Central Boulevard).72 In the early

l880s he was superintendent of the new organization, the Dallas

City Railway Company.73 Dr. Keller lived on Ervay Street for

a time, later moving to the corner of Ross and Washington

Avenues.74

Dr. John A. Seegar, a dentist, was born in Georgia in

1831. He came to Texas about i860 and to Dallas about 1870.

His family consisted of his wife Martha, born in Georgia in

l84l, and their four children, all born in Texas: Lenora,

born in l86l; Eugene, in 1362; Blumer, in 1866, and Bunyan,

71Minutes of the City Council, III, April 24, 1879, p. 7.

72Mrs. Leslie B. Clark to Marie Giles, February 10, 1950,

Conference .

73Gillespie and Work's Directory, l88l-l882, p. 149.

74Mrs. Leslie B. Clark to Marie Giles, February 10, 1950,
conference .
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in 1868.
75

Dr. Seegar practiced medicine in Dallas from 1873

to 1885- In 1873 he was in partnership with Dr. John H. Holli-

day, who was soon to become one of the most notorious outlaws

in the West.76 They located in an office on Elm, between Mar

ket and Austin streets.'7 From 1875 on he practiced alone,

calling himself a surgeon dentist.78 Dr. Seegar died in 1891 and

was buried in Greenwood Cemetery.79

Two druggists who are discussed together here because

of their conflict over the mayorship were Henry S. Ervay and

J. W. Haynes. Henry S. Ervay was in Dallas by 1870. He was an

alderman at that time and on April 14, 1870, he was named by the

city council temporary mayor.80 Shortly afterward, he was ap

pointed mayor by the radical governor, E.J. Davis; but when his

loyalty was questioned by the head of the federal militia in

75Dallas Census, 1870, No. 1473.

76Pat Johns to Marie Giles, February 17, 1951, letter.

77Lawson and Edmondson's Directory. 1873, p. 86.

78Morrison and Company's Directory for 1878-1879. p . l6l .

79Carlisle, Old Cemeteries of Dallas County (manuscript
records), n. p.

8Minutes of the City Council, I, April 14, 1870, p. 15.
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Texas, he was ordered removed. J. W. Haynes was appointed in

his place. For refusing to yield the office, Ervay was jailed

in March, 1872. The conflict between Haynes and Ervay con

tinued until the State Supreme Court upheld Ervay 's right to

the office, and he was allowed to serve out the term to l87581

From l88l to 1882 Ervay served as alderman from the First Ward.82

Ervay 's drugstore was well known. From 1878 to 1879 he

was in business with L. tyyers Conner, "Dealers in Drugs, Chemi

cals, Paints, Oils, Varnishes, Paintbrushes, Window Glass and a

Full Line of Druggist's Sundries. Investigations of all kinds

made relating to Chemistry." They were located at 502 Main

Street; and as most druggists did in the early days, they sup

plied doctors with offices. Drs. M. A. Cornelius, A. A. John

ston, and M. M. Newsom, very prominent doctors, officed at Er

vay and Conner's Drugstore.83 By 1880 Ervay ran the store under

the name of Ervay Brothers Drugstore and was advertising as the

sole agent in Dallas of Electro-Magnetic Pad and Plaster Company.

81
"Post Civil War Mayor Served Term Despite Row," in

Times Herald, August 28, 19^-9, sec. A, col. 4, p. 15 .

82Gillespie and Work's Directory. l88l-l882, p. 147.

83Advertisement in Morrison and Company
'
s Directory for

1878-1879. p. v.
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By 1882 Ervay had left the drug business to become a real es

tate dealer.84 One of the important business streets bears

his name.

J. W. Haynes was born May 7, I823.85 Although several

sources call him Dr. J. W. Haynes, there is no reason to be

lieve he was a physician. He was a druggist and one of Dallas'

early merchants.86 Haynes contributed much to the progress of

transportation in Dallas. On September 14, 1870, he presided

over a meeting for the donation of land to the Central Rail

road on which to build a depot;87 and in 1871 he became one of

the directors of the Dallas Bridge Company, organized to build

a bridge across the Trinity River.88 Haynes served only a few

months as mayor in the conflict mentioned above. He died on

a*Morrison and Fourmy's General Directory of the City of

Dallas for 1880 and l88l. p. 250.

85Carlisle, Old Cemeteries of Dallas County (manuscript
records), n. p.

86WPA, Dallas Guide and History, p. 00119, and Philip
Lindsley, History of Greater Dallas and Vicinity . I, p. 83,
call him Dr. J. W. Haynes, though they never claim that he is

a physician. They state that he is a merchant and a druggist.

87Lindsley, History of Greater Dallas. I, p. 83.

88Cockrell, History of Early Dallas . p. 68.
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June 20, 1873, and was buried in Oakland Cemetery on Oakland

Avenue .89

Sanitary Conditions in Dallas, 1860-1872

During this period of medical history in Dallas, sani

tary conditions were almost entirely neglected by the city.

Preventive medicine and protective health measures were non

existent, as were any attempts to educate the public on prob

lems of sanitation. Hogs were allowed to run on the streets

and to wallow in the mud on the main thoroughfare of the town.

Refuse and carcasses were dumped in piles along the walks, for

lack of a public garbage furnace. On July 12, 1866, one of the

first sanitation ordinances was passed. It listed as a nuisance,

"deposits or accumulations of any substance that are in a state

of decay and become unpleasant, offensive, and unhealthy." Any

person guilty of the offense of creating such a nuisance was

to be prosecuted.90 All through the l860s, the public made

no efforts to demand sanitary protection. In the summer of

Carlisle, Old Cemeteries of Dallas County (manuscript
records), n. p.

9WPA, Safeguarding the Public Health, p. 7.
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1870, however, the Dallas Herald took an important step in im

proving the situation. In an article advocating the penning

of hogs and all stock, the paper stated that Elm Street in

front of its office was a "stinking mudhole,
"

and the court

house yard was "a horselot, a cowpen, a hogpen, a loathsome

common for animals to ruin, root up, eat off, and do other

things too numerous to mention."91 As a result, the city coun

cil passed an ordinance on November 26 saying that all hogs

found loose in the city limits would be taken and sold by the

town marshal and proceeds placed in the city treasury.92 This

ordinance, however, said nothing about other livestock. Also,

it must be remembered that "strict sanitary regulations were

something to be enforced only under epidemic conditions in con

gested areas," and were not taken too seriously by the public.
a

It was not long, however, until the community became

aware of the need for sanitary protection. Beginning about

1870, even before the railroads came, immigrants, wrecked by

the war, began to pour into Dallas in search of new homes. The

91WPA, Safeguarding the Public Health, pp. 7-8.

92Minutes of the City Council, I, December 17, 1870, p.
19.

93WPA, Safeguarding the Public Health, p. 5.
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town became crowded overnight. Mud-filled streets, dust-

covered walks, filthy dump heaps, hotels and barrooms crowded

with strangers, all encouraged contamination of the populace

with every disease foreign to the community. Slowly, people

were awakened to the unhealthy condition of the city. On

January 2, 1871, the city marshal was given the duty of re

moving dead animals from the streets;94 and on March 2 the

marshal was instructed to kill all animals running at large

without tag and collar.95 The required tax and tags were de

signed to insure every animal an owner and home and to lessen

the number of diseased animals.

Though these ordinances were helpful, they were not what

might be called an organized attempt to protect the public. As

yet, there was no health officer, no committee on sanitary af

fairs and hospitals, no city chemist, no city scavenger, no

one with the sole duty of enforcing the health laws. The city

marshal, besides serving as chief of police, had to enforce the

measures; and above him to guide his actions was only the city

council who knew nothing of sanitation.

'Minutes of the City Council, I, January 2, 1871, p. 23.

'WPA, Safeguarding the Public Health, p. 8.
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It was not until April 20, 1871, when Dallas was

granted a new charter, that improvements, though slight, were

made. In the new charter, the city council was given full power

to make all laws "to preserve the peace, cleanliness, comfort

and solubility" of the city.96 Public and private nuisances

were explicitly defined as: "filth or offensive" matter with

in the city limits; offensive pens; carrion; water filth or stag

nant water on lawns, alleys, or streets; slaughterhouses; any ani

mals except milk cows running at large; vegetable matter or meat

thrown on the thoroughfares; and anything "which may affect the

health, comfort or morals of the people of the city of Dallas."

Any person creating such nuisances was to be punished by a fine

of not less than one nor more than ten dollars.97

Conditions, however, did not improve rapidly with the

new charter. In June, 1872, the Dallas Herald pleaded for more

cleanliness in the city and deplored the "unspeakable stench

from the row of open privies' that lined the banks of the Trinity"
y8

96H. Barksdale, J. T. Ault, and James H. Field, The Char

ter and Code of Ordinances of the City of Dallas, manuscript
records in the office of the city secretary, Dallas, approved
April 20, 1871, and March 12, 1873, Charter, section 7, p. 7.

97Ibid., sec. 121, pp. 214-219; Chapter XIX, sees. 157-

162, pp. 225-231; Chapter XXIII, sec. 218, p. 243.

98WPA, Safeguarding the Public Health, p. 9.
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near the courthouse square. It also recommended that garbage

from the hotels and boardinghouses, instead of being thrown in

to the streets, be gathered up, taken away, and buried or

99

burned. Since there was no city scavenger and no health of

ficer, either private individuals had to attend to it them

selves, or some person had to be hired by the city council on

the bid basis to keep the streets clean. However, because the

city council was being pressed in 1872 to get the Houston and

Texas Central Railroad (Dallas' first railroad) routed through

Dallas, it had neither the energy for nor the interest in or*

ganizing public health;100 nor did it turn its attention to this

until 1873 when the railroad boom overcrowded the city to such

an extent that something had to be done.

The First City Hospital. 1872

The care of sick paupers before 1872 was left to in

dividual citizens. It was then customary for the county com

missioners to pay the lowest bidding physician a fee of from

99WPA, Safeguarding the Public Health, p. 9.

100Minutes of the City Council, I, June 4, 1872, p. 94.
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$25 to $60 a month for the care of sick paupers and prisoners,101

but Dallas had no such plan. The city council merely paid

the bills that any individual, physician or not, sent in for

attending a sick pauper. On November 26, 1868, the mayor was

reimbursed for taking an idiot back to his home in another coun

ty.102 On December 5, 1871, A. G. Collins was paid $12 for tend

ing to a "homeless and destitute man";103 and on August 13, 1872,

two other men, not physicians, Thomas Nolans and G. W. Campbell,

were paid $2.00 and $7.20, respectively, for nursing paupers.104

Doctors also rendered services to the indigent sick. Dr. John

William Crowdus was paid $13.50 by the city on June 19, 1872, for

medical attendance to paupers.105 On August 20, Dr. J. M. Jansco

presented a bill of $2.50 to the city council for medical services

101William Henry Walsh, M.D., Report of a Survey of the

Dallas City-County Hospital System, Dallas (mimeographed report),
Conducted Under the Auspices of the Board of Managers, Mr. H. J.

Curtis, Chairman. By the office of W. H. Walsh, M.D., F.A.C.P.,
Chicago, Illinois, December, 1936, p. 2. (Obtained from the

Dallas Department of Public Health.)

102Minutes of the City Council, I, November 26, 1868, p.
7.

103Ibid., I, December 5, 1871, p. 55.

104Ibid., I, August 13, 1872, p. 117.

105Ibid., I, June 19, 1872, p. 102.
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rendered to city prisoners.106 There is no record, however,

that this bill was paid. On August 27, Dr. John Perry Dakan

was paid $5*00 for tending paupers.107 It must be remembered

that these bills were submitted to the committee on claims, who,

after investigating them carefully, rendered the verdict to the

city council on whether or not they should be paid. As a re

sult, the physicians and laymen were sometimes paid only a part

of their bill or perhaps nothing at all. Such an example was

Dr. Jansco, who, after submitting a bill in January, 1873, for

$186, was paid in February only $93.
los

With the constant influx of population, bringing possi

ble contagion, and with the unsanitary condition of the city,

especially among the poor, the treatment of paupers by individ

ual effort could not continue. To meet the city's needs, final

ly on about July 7, 1372, the city council leased a house from

J. Pink Thoma6 to be used as a hospital. This house, the first

city hospital on record in Dallas, must have been a shack, be

cause it leased at the small sum of $10 a month.10** There is

losMinutes of the City Council, I, August 20, 1872, p. 121

lo7Ibid . , I, August 27, 1872, p. 122.

108Ibid., I, February 13, 1873, p. 189.

lo9Ibid., I, January 7, 1873, p. 178.
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no record of its location, although one source (WPA, Dallas

Guide and History, p. 00425) claims it was a two -room frame

cottage at Wood and Houston Streets near the present Union ter

minal. The chance that the hospital was the city's first is

possible, because on October 8, 1872, the city for the first

time recorded the purchase of "Matrass &. Blankets for Use [in

the] City Hospital." They were purchased from J. W. Haynes

for $12.50.110 The hospital was leased for a period of six

months; and at the end of that time, January 23, 1873, the

city paid J. Pink Thomas $60.111 There is no record that the

city continued to use the building after that.

There is no doubt that individuals with concern for the

poor were dissatisfied with the hospital. On December 19, l8|72,

Dr. J. M. Jansco proposed to the city council that a city hos

pital be erected. The proposal was put aside by the council

with the request that the mayor allow the public to make pro

posals for the hospital.112 At the next meeting Dr. Frederick

E. Hughes, another prominent doctor, made a proposal for a city

Minutes of the City Council I, October 8, 1872, p. 132.

Ibid.. I, January 23, 1873, p. 182.

Ibid.. I, December 19, 1872, p. 173.
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hospital. Both Hughes and Jansco were requested by the coun

cil to "confer with Attorneys revising City Ordinances and to

suggest an ordinance or ordinances relative to sanitary regu

lations as they deem[ed] fit."113 It was not until 1873, how

ever, that the council responded to the demands for a hospital.

The First Dallas County Medical Society. 1870-1871

The first attempts to organize public health in Dallas

have been discussed above; now the first feeble efforts to or

ganize the profession of medicine will be surveyed, along with

the men who led in that organization.

The first Dallas County Medical Society was formed in

about 1870. There were fourteen members and it was made the

duty of each member to deliver an address, write an essay, or

report a case at least once each year. Dr. Amos B. Palmer,

about whom little is known, was elected the first president.1

A native of Tennessee, Palmer had come to Dallas before 1870

with his children and wife Frances A., born in Virginia. They

113Minutes of the City Council, I, December 26, 1872, p.

175.

1-L4Lindsley, History of Greater Dallas. I, p. 83.
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had, by 1870, one son, William A., born in Missouri, and three

daughters, all born in Texas; Florence I., Virginia D., and

Ellen 0.115 The Palmers had left Dallas by 1873. The record

ing secretary for the organization was Dr. Samuel Field, a

prominent doctor who will be discussed later as Dallas' third

health officer.

Dr. John William Crowdus was the vice-president.116 Dr.

Crowdus, physician, druggist, mayor, was born June 6, 1828,117

and came to Dallas about 1870. By December, 1871, he was prac

ticing medicine with Dr. William H. Sutton;118 and by 1873,

Crowdus was president of the Dallas Bridge Company and was

serving on the board of directors for the Real Estate, Build

ings, and Savings Association. He had a drug business with

Jacob L. Williams, located on the corner of Jefferson and Main,

which was also his medical office.119 Crowdus* interest in

115Dallas Census, 1870, No. 87.

116Lindsley, History of Greater Dallas . I, p. 83.

117Inscription obtained from grave marker of Dr. J. W.

Crowdus, Masonic Cemetery, Akard Street.

118Red, Medicine Man, p. 168.

119Lawson and Edmondson's Directory . 1873, pp. 14, 15,

48, 71, 93.
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city development was strong. On November 21, 1871, he lent

the city $200 in gold to help improve Main Street,120 and

later he opened up the Crowdus Addition, one of the first

areas in South Dallas to be developed.121 Crowdus served as

a city alderman from 1875 to 1878 and from 1881 to 1883 he was

mayor. Since Crowdus' drug business was his greatest contribu

tion to medicine, he will be discussed later in that connec

tion. He was not only vice-president of the first medical

society, but was also a charter member and censor of the medi

cal society that existed from 1876 to about I878.122

On November 13, 1871, the Dallas County Medical Society

held a meeting at which new officers were elected. Dr. LaBaume

Elliott was made the president.123 He was born in Maury Coun

ty, Tennessee, January 13, 1822. After graduating from Tran

sylvania University at Lexington, Kentucky, in 1849, he came

to Texas, settling jn Bellview, Rusk County. In 1852 he married

"^"Minutes of the City Council, I, November 21, 1871, p.
52.

121
"Real Estate Development Story Is History of Dallas'

Growth," in Times Herald. August 28, 1949, sec. 4, col. 6, p. 2.

122Minutes of Medical Society, April 1, 1876, p. 15.

123WPA, Dallas Guide and History, p. 00425.
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Frances Ann Burnett of Nacogdoches, who was born April 26,

1834. They had eleven children. Elliott left Texas to attend

the University of Tennessee, but after graduation in 1854 he

returned. In 1869 he came with his family to Dallas, locating

at the corner of Ross and Pearl Streets;124 and by 1873 he was

practicing medicine at 507 El* Street and conducting a drug

business on Main between Houston and Jefferson Streets with

Dr. George W. Stevenson.125 Elliott was elected president of

the Dallas County Medical Society. On March 27, 1877, he was

elected treasurer, though by now the society had been renamed

the Dallas County Medical and Surgical Association.126 He was

present, as well, at the organizational meeting of the Dallas

County Medical Society in 1884. Elliott was a member of the

first board of health of Dallas, appointed April 25, 1876. He

was again appointed to the board January 20, 1880.127 Dr.

Elliott died suddenly, while still in active practice, May 23,

^^Mrs. Asa E. Hunt to Marie Giles, April 12, 1950, letter

and conference.

125Lawson and Edmondson's Directory, 1873, PP 53, 97 .

126Minutes of Medical Society, March 27, 1877, p. 47.

^"'Minutes of the City Council, III, January 20, 1880,
p. 147.
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1901. He was buried with his wife, who died June 6, 1884, in

the Odd Fellow Cemetery, Akard Street, and was later moved to

Grove Hill Cemetery.128

At the meeting of the Dallas County Medical Society on

November 13, 1871, Dr. R. C. Campbell was elected one of the

vice-presidents.129 Dr. Campbell, born in 1840 in Tennessee,

had settled in Dallas by 1870 and was living at the home of

Dr. Archelaus M. Cochran.130 From 1873 to 1875 he was prac

ticing medicine in an office over Hoskin's Drugstore and was

residing on Elm Street east of Sycamore.131 On April 11, 1876,

Dr. Campbell ran for health officer, but lost to Dr. M. A. Cor

nelius.132 Campbell married Rosa F. Ewell, daughter of Dr.

George W. Ewell, and they had one daughter, Mabel Ewell Camp

bell, who, after the death of her mother in 1892, lived with Dr.

and Mrs. Ewell.133 Dr. Campbell had left Dallas by 1878, as

128Mrs. Asa E. Hunt to Marie Giles, April 12, 1950, let

ter and conference.

129WPA, Dallas Guide and History, p. 00425.

13Dallas Census, 1870, No. 126l.

131Butterfield and Rundlett's Directory for 1875. p. 89.

132Minutes of the City Council, II, April 11, 1876, p. 137

133Memprial and Biographical History, p . 677 .
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the city directories do not list him from that date forward.

The other officers elected on November 13, 1871, for

the Dallas County Medical Society were Dr. Albert A. Johnston

(whose biography has been given) and Dr. R. 0. Purviance as

secretaries and Dr. J. T. Turner as treasurer.134 Dr. Pur

viance spent only about two years in Dallas. He was made secre

tary of the society in 1871 and on December 10, 1872, he was

paid $200 in gold by the city council.135 He is not mentioned

again in any records, so he must have left Dallas soon after

December, 1872. Dr. J. T. Turner, treasurer of the society,

was born in Georgia in 1834. He came to Texas before 1867 with

his wife Mary J., born in Tennessee in 1839, and by 1870 they

had settled in Dallas. They had one child, Maggie, born in

1867 in Texas.136 In 1873 Dr. Turner was practicing medicine

in Dallas and was living at the corner of Polk and Market.

He must have left Dallas after 1873 and returned only for a

134WPA, Dallas Guide and History, p. 00425.

135Minutes of the City Council, I, December 10, 1872,

p. 169.

136Dallas Census, 1870, No. 1326.

137Lawson and Edmondson's Directory, 1873, p. 92.
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short period, from 1880 to l88l, when his name appears for the

last time.138

Although the Dallas County Medical Society probably did

not continue long after November, 1871, it may be given credit

for "laying the groundwork for regular professional discussion

of local health problems and better coordinated service to the

community."139

'"Morrison and Fourmy's Directory for 188O-1881. p. 97.

I9WPA, Safeguarding the Public Health, p. 17.



CHAPTER IV

THE RAPID PROGRESS OF MEDICINE,

1873-1875

Sanitation. 1873-1875

The greatest advance in Dallas medical history occurred

between 1873 and 1875. For the first time, physicians and lay

men were becoming acutely aware of the need for sanitary protec

tion, and city authorities were meeting the need with more reso

lutions and ordinances. Advancement in the case of the indigent

sick was marked, both through the efforts of individuals and on

the part of the Howard Association. The most far-reaching de

velopment was the appointment in January, 1873, of the first

health officer, Dr. Matthias A. Cornelius. Almost simultaneous

with that was the creation of the city health department and

the appointment of the first board of health in September, 1873.

For the first time, too, the city council passed emergency quaran

tine regulations and appointed two quarantine officers to protect

Dallas from a yellow fever epidemic. Although the city had

rented houses before to be used as a city hospital, it built in

1873 its first city-owned hospital on the corner of Columbia and

South Lamar. Here paupers were to be housed until 1894 when a

97
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new and much larger hospital was built at a new location. In

addition to the hospital, the city made plans for a pest house

for smallpox cases, though the plan was not carried out until

after 1875. Advances were made in private practice, too, be

tween 1873 and 1875. Open free clinics were operated by doctors

for the benefit of the poor, and the first private paying hos

pital, the Dallas Medical Institute, was opened by Drs. F. E.

Hughes, H. K. Leake, and Alexander Graham. The sudden rise in

population from 1873 to 1875 brought an appreciable increase in

the number of dentists, doctors, and druggists.

The advent of railroad transportation and the emigration

of thousands of settlers from the war-torn South was the chief

cause of the most rapid progress in medicine that Dallas had

known. On July 16, 1872, the first passenger train on the

Houston and Texas Central Railroad arrived; and on February 22,

1873, the first train of the Texas and Pacific Railroad came

through Dallas.1 Immigrants poured into the already overcrowded

city, so that by September 30, 1873, the population, which had

been in 1872, 1,500, had increased to 7,064, of which 5,832 were

XWPA, Dallas Guide and History, p. 00121.



99

whites and 1,232 were blacks.2 The need for better health con

ditions was apparent enough by 1872, but by 1873 was so urgent

that the city made every effort to comply with the increasing

demands .

Problems of sanitation became intensified during this

period. In June, 1873, the Dallas Herald issued a warning

against "the stagnant filth that now sends forth its breath to

poison and destroy, and demanded that precautions be taken

against a possible epidemic."3 The paper suggested that the

city authorities immediately purchase carbolic acid and lime and

use it on every thoroughfare. Another preventive of disease was

cistern water. Dr. F. E. Hughes, a physician and chemist who

had come from Indianola, Texas, in 1872, wrote to the Herald that

from his experience as a military surgeon in New Orleans and

quarantine officer at Matagorda Bay, he would suggest the use of

cistern water to prevent cholera. He wrote letters, too, on the

cause, prevention, and cure of contagious diseases, such as in

termittent, remittent, and yellow fevers.4 Even though the city

2Minutes of the City Council, I, September 30, 1873, p. 282.

3As quoted in WPA, Safeguarding the Public Health, p. 9.

4WPA, Safeguarding the Public Health, p. 10.
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directory said that because of its healthy location, Dallas was

"free from that terrible malady" of yellow fever,5 Dr. Hughes

warned that latitude, longitude, and altitude were no guarantees

against the spread of the disease. It could be checked only by

rigid quarantine.6 For the prevention of malaria, then thought

to be caused by poisonous vapors rising from the dew-covered

earth, Hughes advised against sleeping on the ground, bathing

in creeks and ponds, and going into the fields before dawn. Sani

tation to prevent malaria, however, was still ignored by city

authorities who had no knowledge of the danger that lay injarvae-

infested waterholes. Hughes also asserted correctly that the only

reliable remedy for malaria was quinine, "and purgatives and

emetics [were] worse than useless."7

To insure that only fresh meats and vegetables be sold to

citizens, the city council had established a city market house,

in which all fresh food must be sold. On June l8, 1873, a group

of merchants protested the ordinance and petitioned that fresh

meat and vegetables might be sold anywhere in the city; but the

5Butterfield and Rundlett's Directory for 1875, p. 13.

6WPA, Safeguarding the Public Health, p. 10.

7
Ibid., p. 11.
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council, in the interest of good sanitation and health, main

tained the law.8 The council also continued to enforce an ordi

nance preventing the establishment of any hide house within the

city limits, in spite of merchants' protests.9

The ordinance of November, 1870, prohibiting all hogs

within the city limits, continued to be enforced. There were

proposals, however, to allow them again in the city in order

that they might serve as scavengers. According to Dr. Hughes,

entrusting the sanitation of the city to hogs, the breeders of

filth, was a fatal delusion.10

Before the first health officer was appointed, there was

concern in the city council over who should enforce sanitary meas

ures. The city marshal and the mayor were at times delegated

authority to act as health officer, along with private physicians

of the city. Even after the first health officer was named, his

authority was sometimes in question. An ordinance had been passed

in the early l870s requiring the mayor to call on the physicians

of the city before declaring nuisances. This soon proved

8Minutes of the City Council, I, June 18, 1873, p. 213.

9Ibid.. I, July 13, 1873, p. 234.

10WPA, Safeguarding the Public Health, p. 10.
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unsatisfactory, and on August 21, 1873, the council amended the

ordinance, still allowing the mayor to declare nuisances, but

now allowing him to do so without the approval of the physi

cians.11 The health officer had the job of ridding the city of

these nuisances. On September 23, 1873, he and the city mar

shal were ordered by the council to "enforce sanitary rules and

regulations without delay."12 The health officer was city

scavenger and slop contractor as well. On April 21, 1874, he

was ordered by the council to employ two wagons and teams to

aid in putting the city in good sanitary condition.13 This ap

parently was the first time the council had taken any steps to

clean up the city, although on August 27, 1873, the "Purchase

of Horses and Carts for Scavenger purposes [was] considered."14

Private Efforts to Aid the Indigent Sick

Individual doctors continued to offer their services to

the poor and to be paid by, the city, even after the first health

i:tMinutes of the City Council, I, August 21, 1873, p. 245.

12Ibid . . I, September 23, 1873, p. 280.

13Ibid., I, April 21, 1874, p. 403.

14Ihia., I, August 27, 1873, p. 250.
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officer was appointed. All through 1873, Dr. J. M. Jansco at

tended the poor and periodically presented the council with

his bills. On July 25, 1873, he presented his complete bill

to the council, $859.00.
15

The council, however, refused to

pay the amount, and on recommendation of the committee on claims,

offered to Jansco $1.00 per day for each patient cared for in

his hospital."16 Drs. F. E. Hughes, Paul Carrington,. and A. A.

Johnston also attended the indigent poor. They offered their

services for nothing, requesting the city on July 17, 1873, only

to pay for the supplies they used while nursing paupers in the

city hospital.17

Individuals who were not doctors also nursed the poor.

Lunatics were cared for by laymen until the County Commissioners1

Court could take them. Individuals helped the blind, too, and

were paid by the council. One woman was paid $1.00 per day by

the council for boarding a blind man ninety-one days.18

For nursing paupers, J. Bryan was paid $2.00 and Michael Buckley

15Minutes of the City Council, I, July 25, 1873, p. 231.

16Ibid., I, July 29, 1873, p. 232.

17Ibid., I, July 17, 1873, p. 225.

18Ibid.. I, August 29, 1873, p. 253.
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$42.00 for twenty-one days* service?9 Adam Fisher not only took

care of a sick pauper, but also furnished him clothing. He

was paid $23.00 by the council.20

A private organization dedicated to helping the sick of

Dallas was the Howard Association. Established in October,

1873, by a group of Dallas professional men, John Henry Brown,

J. F. Caldwell and others, the association was dedicated to the

isolation and proper care of yellow fever victims. Its prin

cipal aim, according to the Dallas Herald of October 3> 1873,

was the nursing of the patients by those who had had yellow

fever. All who were immune were invited to volunteer as nurses.

Everyone was requested to give advice and counsel to make the

association a success. The next year, 1874, the association re

ported six cases of yellow fever.21

Dallas* First Health Officer. 1875

As early as 1872, petitions began to pour in urging that

the city council appoint a city physician or health officer. A

19Minutes of the City Council, I, August 15, 1873, p. 239.

2Ibid., I, August 29, 1873, p. 253.

21WPA, Dallas Guide and History, p. 00484.
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group of doctors, Perry Dakan, William Tillmann, W. C. Smith,

J. W. Crowdus, LaBaume Elliott, and other citizens, petitioned

the city council on February 17, 1872, "asking the City Coun

cil to appoint a City Physician, and to establish a City Dis

pensary for the benefit of the poor and indigent persons in the

city who are in want of medical aid. and medicine ....
"22

As

a result, on March 19, the council instructed the city attorney

to draft "an ordinance authorizing the City Council to elect a

City Physician. In the meantime, however, so urgent was the

need for a health officer that on January 17, 1873, Drs. F. E.

Hughes, Paul Carrington, and A. A. Johnston offered to serve

gratuitously as city physicians for one year. Their proposal

was accepted and they were given charge of the city hospital.

They served, however, only five months, or until the first

health officer was appointed.24

In the meantime, the ordinance providing for a health

officer was drafted, and on June 16, 1873, Dr. Matthias A. Cor

nelius was elected.25

22Minutes of the City Council, I, February 17, 1872, p. 67.

23Ibid., I, March 19, 1872, p. 75.

24Ibid., I, January 7, 1873, p. 179.

25Ibid., I, June 16, 1873, p. 211.
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Dr. Cornelius, son of Absalom and Margaret (Ward) Cor

nelius, was born near Huntsville, Madison County, Alabama,

January 2, 1832. In 1838 he moved with his parents to Red River

County, Texas. He worked there under the noted Dr. John P. Mc-

Kenzie and later moved into Henderson where he studied Latin,

mathematics, and science, and began reading law in the office

of Armstrong and McClarty. Shortly afterward, however, he

turned to the study of medicine, reading under his brother, Dr.

Martin D. Cornelius, for three years. Cornelius took his medi

cal degree at the University of Louisville, Tennessee. He

graduated in 1854, after spending a summer training at the

Louisville City Hospital.

Dr. Cornelius practiced one year in Rusk County, one

year in Upshur County, Texas, and sixteen years in Homer, Louisi

ana. In July, 1872, he settled in Dallas, and eleven months

later, on June 16, 1873, he was appointed Dallas' first health

officer, serving until April 29, 1879, when he was defeated in

a city council election by Dr. J. L. Carter. Cornelius was also

a member of the district board of medical examiners for two

years.26 Along with his service to the public, he maintained

26WPA, Safeguarding the Public Health (The Men behind

the Work), pp. 1-2.
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a private practice from 1873 to 1887, living at 910 Commerce

near Akard,27 with an office at Ervay and Conner's Drugstore.28

Cornelius was a member of the Texas State Medical Association29

and was one of the censors of the Dallas County Medical Society

which existed from 1876 to 1877.30

Cornelius married Anna E. Lewis of Henderson, Texas,

on May 8, 1854. They had seven children: Tullora Fannie, born

February 20, 1855; Caledonia L., born March 20, 1856; and Mary E.;

Margaret Lee; Martha A.; Charles M.; and Ann Neely. The last

two died very young.31 Dr. Cornelius died in 1887 and was buried

in Greenwood Cemetery.32

The ordinance, entitled "Sanitary Regulations,* had cre

ated the position of health officer. It stated that the city

council, whenever it might in their opinion be necessary, should

appoint an officer "who shall be styled 'Health Officer' for the

city, who shall be a practicing physician of good standing,

27Lawson and Edmondson's Directory. 1873, p. 47.

28Morrison and Company's Directory for 1878-1879. p. 68.

29WPA, Safeguarding the Public Health (The Men), p. 2.

3Minutes of Medical Society, March 27, 1877, p. 47.

31WPA, Safeguarding the Public Health (The Men), p. 2.

32Carlisle, Old Cemeteries of Dallas County (manuscript
records), n. p.
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and a resident of the city. The same ordinance also estab

lished the duties of the health officer. The city physician

or health officer must report all nuisances to the mayor in

writing. He was allowed to enter upon the grounds or in any

house in the city and to inquire into the health and number of

persons inhabiting the house and determine the cleanliness of

the grounds.34 Other duties of the health officer consisted of

supervision of the tiny city hospital;35 and after June 27> 1873,

all accounts for the hospital department were referred to him.36

There were sanitary regulations over which the health of

ficer had supervision and from which more of his duties and

powers were obtained. Any innkeeper or manager of a hotel or

boardinghouse, if any person on his premises was found ill with

smallpox, varioloid, yellow fever, or any other infectious or

pestilential disease, must report immediately to the health of

ficer. The violation for ignoring the regulation ranged between

33Barksdale, Ault, and Field, Charter and Ordinances,

Chapter XVI, Sanitary Regulations, pp. 214-219.

7
34Ibid . . section 116, pp. 214-219.

35WPA, Safeguarding the Public Health, p. 11.

36Minutes of the City Council, I, June 27, 1873, p. 2l6.



109

$50 and $100.
37

The same fine applied to the conductor of any

public conveyance, who entered the city having on board any

person infected with a contagious or pestilential disease, un

less the person became sick on the way and could not be left.

If the infected person did enter the city, the conductor must

report the case within three hours to the health officer. The

same regulation applied to any individual bringing any infected

person or tainted property into the city. Every physician, when

he treated any case of contagious or infectious disease, must

report immediately to the health officer. The health officer

must cause the infected person to be taken to a place selected

by the officer for treatment. This place "shall be and become

the pest house."38 These regulations represented the health

officer's power to keep diseased persons isolated from healthy

persons. The health officer also had the power to order the

drainage or filling of any lot, grounds, yards, or any other

place in the city; to cause all buildings to be inspected and

disinfected; to determine the building, repairing, and removing

i 37Barksdale, Ault, and Field, Charter and Ordinances,
Chapter XVI, section 118,

7 38Ibid.. sections 127-130, pp.
i
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of all privies, vaults, and sinks; to enforce the removal or

isolation of any person, matter, or other things; to estab

lish rules for the enumeration of births, marriages, and deaths

in the city, and to supervise the removal of all bodies.39

Later, in 1875, the health officer was granted the power to

supervise the shopping and spending of money for the city hos

pital. He was allowed to buy food, coffee, tea, pepper, and

supplies, "at his own discretion,"40 a step in granting the

health physician unhampered supervision over the expenditure

of hospital funds.

In August, 1873, the salary of the health officer was

set at $100 a month, and it remained at that figure through

1875 '41 He obtained expense money for the office and for the

execution of his duties from fines.42 The health officer's

term of office was set at one year, although the city council

could at will hold an election at any time.43

39Barksdale, Ault, and Field, Charter and Ordinances,

Chapter XVI, sections 119-122.

4Minutes of the City Council, II, July 6, 1875, p. 91.

41Ibid., I, August 2'd, 1873, p. 247.

42Barksdale, Ault, and Field, Charter and Ordinances,

Chapter XVI, section 131.

43Minutes of the City Council, I, August 7, 1873, p. 236.
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Creation of the City Health Department and

The First Board of Health, 1875.

The city health department, a composite of the office

of city physician or health officer and the board of health,

was organized in 1873. Unlike the state of Texas which did not

organize its health department until 1906,44 Dallas had by the

end of 1873 fully accepted the responsibility of protecting its

citizens' health. The creation of the office of city physician

in June was the beginning of the city health department; but

the appointment of the first board of health in September indi

cated that the city intended to take an active interest in pub

lic health.

On September 4, 1873, the city council adopted a resolu

tion saying "that the following gentlemen be requested to act as

a Board of Health for the City of Dallas; Drs. P. Carrington,

Sutton, Ghilders, Thruston, and Hughes, to confer with the Com

mittee on Ordinances."45 These men, along with the mayor,

44"City Health Department Organized before State's," in

Times Herald. August 28, 19*9, sec. A., col. 5, p. 6.

45Minutes of the City Council, I, September 4, 1873, p.
247-



112

formed the first board of health in Dallas. Their records, with

the exception of Thruston who will be mentioned later, follow.

Dr. Paul Carrington, who, according to one source, was

born in Virginia,46 came to Dallas between 1870 and l873 He

took a residence in 1873 at the corner of Commerce and Harwood.47

Carrington was appointed a member of the Dallas Board of Health

on September k, l873> and again on August 16, 1878.48 On

April 29, 1879, he ran for health officer, losing to Dr. J. L.

Carter.49 Carrington is not mentioned again in the records.

Dr. William H. Sutton practiced medicine in Dallas from

1871 to 1895. Son of Dr. W. L. and Nancy (Cooper) Sutton, he

was born September 16, 1841, in Scott County, Kentucky. After

graduation from Georgetown College in Kentucky, he entered the

University of Louisville Medical College in i860, graduating in

1862. He remained in Louisville almost ten years, and on Decem

ber 1, 1871, he arrived in Dallas. Immediately, he joined in a

partnership with the prominent physician, druggist, mayor, Dr.

46Mrs. Leslie B. Clark to Marie Giles, April 14, 1950,

conference .

47Lawson and Edmondson's Directory. 1873, p. 41.

48Minutes of the City Council, II, August 16, 1878, p. 48l.

49Ibid., Ill, April 29, 1879, p. I1*.
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50

Crowdus, in an office on the corner of Jefferson and Main,

with a residence on Elm Street east of Live Oak.51 In 1874

their partnership was dissolved and Suttonc opened an office of

his own at 1026 Elm on the south side, between Ervay and St.

Paul.52 He practiced on Elm Street from that time until his

death in l895 As mentioned above, Sutton was made a member of

Dallas' first board of health on September 4, 1873.53 He was

also present at the organizational meeting in 1884 of the per

manent Dallas County Medical Society. He was appointed to the

committee of membership and the judiciary committee.54

Sutton was married in 1862 to Mary Moore in Louisville,

Kentucky. After her death in 1876, he married Rebecca J. Lesson

in 1877 in Tarrant County, Texas.55 Sutton died November 23, l895,56

and was buried at Greenwood Cemetery.57

5Memorial and Biographical History, p. 663.

51Lawson and Edmondson's Directory. 1873, pp. kQ, 90.

52Butterfield and Rundlett's Directory for 1875. p . 173

53Minutes of the City Council, I, September 4, 1873, P- 257.

54Memorial and Biographical History, pp. 606-607.

55Ibid.. p. 663.

56Records obtained from inscription on grave marker of

W. H. Sutton, Greenwood Cemetery.

57Carlisle, Old Cemeteries of Dallas County (manuscript
records), n.p.
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Dr. Jabez V. Childers (Childress), son of J. Vaulton

Childers, was born in Giles County, Tennessee, in 1832. After

studying medicine at Pulaski, Tennessee, he entered the Univer

sity of Pennsylvania, from which he graduated in 1859 with a

medical degree. His career interrupted by the Civil War, Childers

helped to organize a company for the Third Regiment, Tennessee

Volunteer Infantry. He became assistant surgeon for the regi

ment and was later commissioned as a full surgeon. After the

war Childers returned to practice in Tennessee until I872, when

he came to Dallas.58 He began practice at an office on Houston

Street, between Main and Commerce,59 later moving to 505 Main

Street. Childers was a member of Dallas' first board of health,

named on September 4, 1873; and on April 11, 1876, he ran a los

ing race against J)r. M. A. Cornelius for the position of health

officer.60 Dr. Childers' reputation as a physician was already

established by 1875. Still uneasy, however, he advertised in

the directory:

"Memorial and Biographical History, pp. 389-390.

59Lawson and Edmondson's Directory. 1873, p. 43.

soMinutes of the City Council, II, April 11, 1876,
p. 257.
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This gentleman stands high in his profession. Is a

regular graduate from one of the first medical col

leges of our country, and by his close attention

and careful diagnosis of all cases submitted to him,

has gained a most enviable reputation as a success

ful practitioner. Dr. Childers is too well known in

this community to require one single word in his

favor to intensify the high esteem in which he is

held.61

More unusual than his advertisement were his office hours,

listed in the directory from 9 to 10 a.m. and from 3 to 4 p.m.62

No modern doctor could survive on such an easy schedule. By

1878 Dr. Childers had an office at 407 Main, above Williams and

Tolliver's Drugstore, and was calling himself a specialist in

surgery and women's diseases.63 Dr. Childers participated In

the founding of the county medical society of 1876 and 1877.

He was second vice-president of the society in 187664 and on

March 27, 1877, was elected corresponding secretary of the

Dallas County Medical and Surgical Society.65 Dr. Childers

61Butterfield and Rundlett's Directory for 1875, p. 70.

^Ibid., p. 124.

63Morrison and Company's Directory for 1878-1879. p. 63.

64Minutes of Medical Society, April 1, 1876, p. 15 .

65Xbid., March 27, 1877, p. 47. The Dallas County Medical

Society and the Dallas County Medical and Surgical Society of 1876

and 1877 &re the same society. The name was altered early in 1877,
not long before the society was disbanded.
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continued the practice of medicine during the l880s, residing

in a "handsome home" at 219 Bryan Street on the corner of

Pearl.66 Along with his profession, he was active in politics,

replacing Zimri Hunt as alderman from the third ward from l88l

to 1882 .67 He also ran for health officer in l88l, but re

ceived only one vote to Dr. Field's four*68 Dr. Childers re

tired from the practice of medicine In 1889,69 when he became

president of the Dallas Medicine Manufacturing Company, a posi

tion he held through 1892.70

Childers was married in Dallas to Corinne Elliott,

daughter of Dr. LaBaume Elliott. She died within two years

and five years later he married Mrs. Ida (Randall) Patton of

Dallas. They had no children.71 Childers died in 1897.

66Memorial and Biographical History , p. 390.

67
Jackson, Sixty Years in Texas , p. 217.

68Minutes of the City Council, III, April 21, l88l, p.

375.

69Memorial and Biographical History, p. 390. The direc

tories, however, continued to list him as a physician and sur

geon right up until his death in 1897.

7Morrison and Fourmy
'
s General Directory of the City of

Dallas. 1889-1890, p. 146.

71Memorial and Biographical History, p. 390.
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Dr. Frederick Edward Hughes, one of Dallas' most revered

physicians and an uncle of Dallas' famous surgeon, Dr. Henry K.

Leake, was born August 22, 183O, in Springfield, Washington

COunty, Kentucky. He received his early education at Washing

ton Academy, Springfield, and from 1&%8 to 1849 attended medi

cal school in St. Louis. Hughes came to Texas in November,

1850, and after living in Indianola less than a year, he left

in the summer of 1851 to attend medical lectures at the Univer

sity of Pennsylvania. On completion of the course, he went to

Finnywood, Mecklenburg County, Virginia, where on September 10,

1851, he married Mary Elizabeth Venable. They left for Indiano

la the next day. Hughes practiced medicine there until 1855

and from 1855 to i860 he practiced and farmed on the Wheatland

plantation in Mecklenburg County, Virginia. In i860 he re

turned to Texas to operate a plantation on the Guadalupe River

north of Victoria. His anti-secession convictions, however,

caused him to move, this time to New Orleans, where he remained

for the duration of the war. In 1866 Hughes returned to Indiano

la. He served as mayor for six years and in 1870 as quarantine

officer of Matagorda Bay he was in charge of the marine, city,

and county hospital there.72 At the request of the governor of

72Manuscript on Dr. F. C. Hughes. Obtained from Mrs.

E.J. Ward Gannon, Dallas.
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Texas, with the help of his nephew Leake, he formulated the

quarantine laws of Texas, which were incorporated into the

state law. Also, suggestions on national quarantine and boards

of health, which Hughes made to the federal government, were

introduced into federal law, "from which date yellow fever was

almost totally excluded from this country."73

As a result of a terrible storm that destroyed Indianola,

Hughes moved to Dallas in August, 1872. After settling in his

home at Pearl and Live Oak Streets, he immediately joined in

practice with the pioneer Dr. A. A. Johnston at an office on

Elm Street between Lamar and Austin.74 Also, assisted by his

nephew, Dr. Leake, Hughes opened in 1873 a private clinic,75

which was still functioning in 1875 as a daily clinic, open

from 9 a.m. to 10 p.m. with consultation and medicine furnished

free of charge.76 These clinics, which Hughes and other doc

tors conducted, were openly advertised in the newspaper as a

gratuitous service to the community. From 1875 to 1880, Dr.

73Memorial and Biographical History, p. 796.

74Lawson and Edmondson's Directory. 1873, p . 65 .

75Red, Medicine Man, p. 170.

76WPA, Dallas Guide and History, p. 00426.
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Hughes practiced alone, with an office at 601 Elm Street and

at Hoyt and Coffin's Drugstore.77 He retired in 1880 because

of ill health, although he continued to be active through the

formation of the Hughes Brothers and Company, now the Hughes

Candy Company, in which Hughes taught his sons the art of manu

facturing unadulterated preserved foods and beverages.78 His

specialty was preserved foods, particularly figs.79

Dr. Hughes' other activities were varied. In 1873 he,

Jacob Nussbaumer, Henry Boll, and others contracted for the

building of a two-story school at Cantegral and Live Oak Streets,

in which to place the ten-year-old Dallas Male and Female Col

lege, nicknamed the Rock College.80 Also, Hughes was on the

board of directors of Lawrence's Commercial College from 1878

to l879 He was a member of Dallas' first board of health in

1873 and was appointed a member again on August 16, 1878.81 Dr.

77Morrison and Company's Directory for 1878-1879. p. 106.

7aMemorial and Biographical History, p. 796.

79Mrs. Leslie B. Clark to Marie Giles, April 4, 1950,
conference .

80
"Book Learnin' Got Strong Toehold before City Official

ly Organized," in Times Herald, August 28, 1A9, sec. G., p. 6,
col. 1.

81Minutes of the City Council, II, August 16, 1878, p.
481.
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Hughes was a charter member of the 1876-1877 Dallas County

Medical Society and was named president pro tempore at the

first meeting. On March 27, 1877, he was elected president of

the society.82 Hughes Street was named after the doctor.83

Hughes died in Dallas on October 20, 1895, and was buried at

Oakland Cemetery.84

With the appointment on September 4, 1873, of Drs. Paul

Carrington, Sutton, Childers, Thruston, and Hughes .to the first

board of health, city medical planning was initiated. On Sep

tember 16, Dr. Carrington requested that he and Thruston be

relieved as board members and that Dr. John S. Carrington and

Dr. Crowdus be asked to serve.85 Whether or not the two did retire

is not known; but it is certain that both continued in the employ

of the city in the capacity of quarantine officers until Novem

ber 11, when the terrible epidemic scare facing the city was over.

82Minutes of the Medical Society, April 1, 1876, March 27,

1877, PP. 15, *7.

83Carlisle, Origin of Dallas Street Names (Manuscript

records) .

84Manuscript on Dr. F. E. Hughes. Obtained from Mrs. E. J.

Ward Gannon, Dallas.

85Minutes of the City Council, I, September 16, 1873,

p. 273-
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Probably quarantine officers were automatically members of

the board.

Dr. John S. Carrington will be mentioned now because of

his connection with the board. He came to Dallas between 1870

and 1873; and after settling at a home on Commerce Street near

Akard, he opened an office on Elm Street between Market and

Austin.86 Carrington 's wife died in July, 1876, because on

July 18, 1876, the Dallas County Medical Society published

resolutions expressing their sympathy for Carrington "in his

deep affliction and irreparable loss the death of his wife."87

By 1878 Carrington had a partner, the prominent Jesse M. Field;

and they were practicing together at an office on the northeast

corner of Main and South Lamar.88 Carrington was practicing

alone again in 1880. After l88l he is not mentioned in the

records .

Emergency Quarantine Regulations. 1873

An unknowing reporter wrote in the Dallas Herald of

86Lawson and Edmondson's Directory. 1873, p. *1.

87Minutes of Medical Society, July 18, 1876, p. 32.

88Morrison and Company's Directory for 1878-1879. p . 6l .
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May, 1873, "We are strangers to epidemics of all kinds and the

mortality in our midst will compare favorably with that in any

state among a population equal in number."89 Less than a month

later, on June 4, cholera appeared in the vicinity. The number

of cases was not recorded; but the fact that the scare subsided

quickly proves that there could not have been a dangerous num

ber of cases. In September, 1873, however, the recurrence of

an epidemic unnerved the citizens. A case of yellow fever had

slipped into Dallas from Shreveport on the Texas and Pacific

Railroad. One infected person in the city was alarming enough,

but when the person had just come from a city blazing with an

epidemic, alarm exploded into near panic.

The city council rushed to legislate, and on September 5,

1873, emergency quarantine regulations were passed. The imme

diate purpose was to avert the introduction of yellow fever in

to Dallas from Shreveport on the T. & P. Railroad.90 A quarantine

station was to be established at a point no less than ten miles

east of the city on the T. &. P. Railroad, to be designated by

the quarantine physician. The office of quarantine physician

89WPA, Safeguarding the Public Health, p. 9.

9Minutes of the City Council, I, September 5, 1873, p.
26l.
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was created by the same ordinance. The physician appointed by

the mayor, with the approval of the majority or the council, was

to be a regular graduate of some medical school, and to reside

at the quarantine station to perform his stated duties.91 As

it developed, two quarantine officers were appointed, Drs . Paul

Carrington and Stephen D. Thruston, and the quarantine station

was opened at Mineola, 85 miles east of Dallas.92 It is inter

esting that the quarantine officers were to travel at the ex

pense of the railroad and not of the city council.93

The duties of the quarantine officer were clearly stated

in the ordinance. The officer might cause to be destroyed any

clothing, bedding, or freight he believed to be infected, or he

might purify and fumigate all cars and contents if he wished.

He was to stop all incoming trains and passengers from Shreve

port and must require them to remain at the station for inspection

for a period! not to exceed twenty days.94

91Ordinance Records of the City of Dallas (manuscript
records in the office of the city secretary), I, April 24, 1873

April 26, 1882, September 5, 1873, pp. 136-139-

^Minutes of the City Council, I, September 8, 1873, p.
264.

93Ibid., I, September 5, 1873, p. 26l.

94Ordinance Records, I, September 5, 1873, pp. 136-139-
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During the month of September, the city council buzzed

with rulings, resolutions, and reports on yellow fever. On

September 6, 1873, the council ruled that no quarantine should

be required of trains on the Houston and Texas Central Railroad,

as long as effective quarantine existed at Hearne and Hemp

stead.95 The following day it invited the board of health and

other physicians to meet the same night to discuss quarantine

regulations and to report on the "case of supposed Yellow

Fever."96 The next day, September 8, the council received a ver

bal report by Dr. Daniel W. Momand that the "Box Car case" of

yellow fever was not serious, with fever abating, and that there

was no danger of an epidemic "if proper sanitary resources were

taken."97 Meantime, the council had adopted another regulation,

which they sent by telegraph to the quarantine officers in Mine-

ola, in care of the' train conductor. Any person asking passage

on or employment by the T. & P. Railroad between Dallas and

Marshall had to submit a voucher from someone known to the

quarantine officers, certifying that he or she had not been near

95Minutes of the City Council, I, September 6, 1873, p.
262.

96Ibid., I, September 7, 1873, p. 263.

97Ibid., I, September 8, 1873, p. 264.
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Shreveport or any area infected with yellow fever within the

last 21 days.98 Fear of an epidemic still harassed the coun

cil, however; for on September 12, the council authorized the

mayor to buy a large quantity of lime, copperas, carbolic acid,

and coal tar, "to thoroughly disinfect the City." The health

officer was to effect the cleansing.99

The council also ordered the mayor and board of health

to go to the county line to confer with the quarantine officers

as to the health of the passengers on an incoming train, to de

cide whether or not it and future trains should pass.100 This

order may not have been executed, because on the same day a re

assuring letter came from Dr. Thruston saying that there was

not a single case of yellow fever in Marshall, a town very near

Shreveport on the T. &. P. line, so that everything seemed safe.101

On October 7, however, another scare developed. The Dallas

Herald recorded the quarantine officers' report that:

98Minutes of the City Council. I, September 8, 1873, p.
264.

"ibid., I, September 12, 1873, p. 272.

1QOIbid.. I, September 12, 1873, P- 270.

1Q1
Ibid., I, September 12, 1873, p. 271.
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Yellow fever of a most malignant type has prevailed
at Shreveport for a period of forty-five days. Dur

ing that time, among the refugees from that city,

twenty-one cases of undoubted yellow fever have come

to our knowledge.102

Dr. Paul Carrington made a report to the council on the possible

dangers of any connection with Shreveport during its epidemic;

and as a result, all trains of the T. & P. Railroad were ordered

discontinued for at least eight days. The isolation of Dallas

from the east, however, proved so harmful to the railroad's

business that on October 21, a change was urged. A letter came

from the railroad stating that there was no danger of yellow

fever being brought into Dallas if trains were allowed to run

from Marshall. Renewed commerce with Marshall was urged and was

finally granted, after consideration, by the council.104

By November 11, the epidemic scare was at an end. Drs.

Carrington and Thruston were thanked by the council and were

relieved from any further duties as quarantine officers. Com

merce with Shreveport was resumed, although goods on the box

102
"Report of the Quarantine Officers," in Dallas Herald,

October 11, 1873.

lo3Minutes of the City Council, I, October 7, 1873, p.
286.

1Q4Ibid.. I, October 21, 1873, p. 297.
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cars of the T. &. P. line that had remained in Shreveport dur

ing the yellow fever epidemic were not to be allowed open un

til Drs. Thruston and Carrington had declared them safe.105

Bills against the city for the yellow fever scare ran high.

The sum of $88.75 w&s paid for the nursing of the "Box Car case."

Dr. F. E. Hughes' bill for attending the patient was not even

recorded.106 The patient's clothing cost the city $10.00,
107

and $30.00 was spent for a hack to remove the patient from the

city.108 A total of $274.95 was paid to individuals and a com

pany for burning infected bedding.109 And last of all, $100.00

each was awarded to Drs. Carrington and Thruston "for special

services during quarantine."110 Whether or not any more cases

of yellow fever appeared in Dallas during 1873 is not recorded;

but it is known that six cases were reported under control in 1874.111

105

310.

Minutes of the City Council, I, November 11, 1873, p.

106Ibid., I, October 14, 1873, p. 292.

107Ibid., I, December 19, 1873, p. 336.

lo8Ibid.. I, September 18, 1873, p. 275-

109Ibid., I, October 21, 1873, p. 298.

110Ibid., I, February 19, 1874, p. 364.

11:LWPA, Dallas Guide and History, pp. 00440, 00484.



128

Building of Dallas' First City-Owned Hospital. 1873

There is no doubt that the petitions for a hospital

sent to the city council late in 1872 had results. On January 7,

1873, the council ordered that a group of ladies, Mrs. H. S.

Ervay, Miss Duggy Ewell, Mrs. A. A. Johnston, and three others

"be requested to act as a Committee to solicit subscriptions to

erect a City Hospital building."112 Within two months the ladies

had been successful, for the council passed a resolution of

thanks for securing donations to Miss Ewell and the others.113

They must have secured an appreciable amount of money, too, be

cause on February 11, Drs. Hughes, Carrington, Johnston, and

Mayor Ben Long were named as a committee to take charge of the

funds and to contract for the construction of a hospital build

ing. In addition to the funds raised, an ordinance was passed

stating that one-half of the money from fines imposed by the mayor

would be set aside as a permanent hospital fund.114

Meanwhile, since the city had stopped renting the J. Pink

112

179.

Minutes of the City Council, I, January 8, 1873, p.

113Ibid., I, February 25, 1873, p. 192.

114Ibid., I, February 11, 1873, p.. 185.
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Thomas house in January, the council decided in July to rent

another temporary shack. A special committee was appointed by

the mayor to aid the health officer in finding a home for sick

paupers; and on August 21, the health officer was instructed

to rent a house at a rate not over $25.00 a month.115 Where

the house was and when it was rented has not been recorded. The

only information recorded is that on August 27, the council read

a petition of citizens complaining about the condition of the

hospital and asking for its removal;116 and that on September 2,

the council accepted a bill of $72.00 from someone who had fur

nished food to paupers in the city hospital.117

On September 8, 1873, prior to the building of the hos

pital, the board of health was ordered to examine the county

jail of Dallas to report on its condition and to prescribe sani

tary regulations. The health officer was ordered to obtain a

tent for hospital purposes, so that patients and prisoners could

be removed from the calaboose. The temporary hospital and jail

115Minutes of the City Council, I, August 21, 1873, p.
243.

116Ibid., I, August 27, 1873, p. 249.

117Ibid., I, September 2, 1873, p. 255-



130

was purchased for $3500.118 The next day the council ordered

the marshal to instruct the health officer to examine a sup

posed pauper then in the jail and to admit him if necessary in

to the city hospital.119 The need for a place for sick paupers,

other than a jail house, was urgent; that the city intended to

meet the need was now becoming apparent.

Between September and November, 1873, Dallas built its

first city -owned and city-operated hospital. Though the land

on which it was built was not actually deeded until April, 187^,

there is every reason to believe that the grantor, Mayor Ben

Long, permitted the city to build on the lot late in 1873. On

September 2, 1873, following the report of the hospital commit

tee, the council ordered the mayor "to contract for building

said Hospital according to said report." At the same meeting,

the council received a petition of citizens imploring the city

not to build the hospital on Mayor Long's lot near the Methodist

Church Seminary.120 There is no doubt, then, that the council

118Minutes of the City Council, I, September 8, 1873,

p. 265.

119Ibid., I, September 9, 1873, p. 268.

12Ibid.. I, September 2, 1873, p. 255.
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was seriously considering erecting a hospital on Ben Long's lot;

and although the deed was not granted until 1874, the minutes

record the sale and specify that the land and buildings thereon

purchased were intended for a city hospital.121 The exact loca

tion of the lot will be mentioned later in connection with the

deed.

Since the council, by September 8, had not yet decided

on the location for the hospital, it appointed a citizens' com

mittee to confer with the committee on building and hospital.

They were instructed "to select grounds or place for a temporary

location for grounds on which to build the hospital."122 The fol

lowing day, the committees had selected a lot 100 feet square in

the Houston and Texas Central Railroad Addition on Polk and Mc-

Kinney Streets, now Young and Pearl Streets. The city never

bought the lot, probably because the location was inaccessible,

being at the far east section of town. Negotiations for land

must have continued, however, for on September 9, the committee124

on building and hospital was ordered to contract for building a

121Minutes of the City Council, I, April 9, 187*, p. 39^.

122
Ibid., I, September 8, 1873, p. 265.

123Ibid., I, September 9, 1873, p. 266.

124Minutes of the City Council, I, September 9, 1873, p. 268,
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hospital at once; and ten days later the council ordered

that the hospital building be erected "without delay,"125 and a

week later a special policeman was appointed to guard the hos

pital while it was in progress.126

The contract for building the hospital was awarded some

time before October 9 to J. S. Rafferty. At first he was to

construct only a one -room house, which he did, and for which he

was paid $250.00. Later he was awarded another contract to

build an adjoining kitchen and privy.127 This still meant, how

ever, that all patients men, women, and children were treated

and operated on in the same small room. On October 23, the

committee reported that since the hospital building was larger

than was originally anticipated by the contract, J. S. Rafferty

ought to be paid $634.28.128 The additional sum was granted

and paid, along with $234.00 a month later, "being balance due."129

^^nutes of the City Council, I, September 23, 1873,
p. 281.

126Ibid., I, September 30, 1873, p. 282.

127Ibid., I, October 14, 1873, pp. 291-292.

128Ibid., I, October 23, 1873, pp. 300, 302.

129Ibid., I, November 25, 1873, p. 31*.
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The tiny building when finished was similar to a store, 50 x 25

feet, and "on the California box plan."130

Adding Rafferty's bill to the amounts, $52.77, to Maddox

and Swing for some construction work, and $38.00 to Rafferty for

making the beds, tables, and benches for the hospital,131 makes

a total of $1209.05, plus supplies, a frugal expense account for

a completed and furnished hospital. Other necessities purchased

by the health officer included cooking utensils, 18 blankets, 10

small mattresses, 6 coarse towels, 2 wash tubs,132 and "a cheap

stove."133 In addition, $35.00 was paid to John Overton for mov

ing the hospital furniture134 and $180.00 to Sedywick and El

liot for the balance due on the lumber used in construction.135

The new hospital was located on the northeast corner of

Columbia and South Lamar.136

130"Dallas Has a New Hospital," in The Dallas Morning

News, May 20, 1894.

131Minutes of the City Council, I, November 4, 1873, p. 305

132Ibid., I, October 21, 1873, pp. 298-299.

133Ibid., I, October 23, 1873, p. 303.

134
Ibid., I, October 15, 1873, p. 294.

135Ibid., I, December 16, 1873, p. 328.

136
Columbia was later changed to a street of three sec

tions, Arlington, Marilla, and William. The part crossing South
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On April 9, 1874, the city council received a proposal

from Mayor Ben Long, suggesting that he sell to the city the

"ground and a lot for the City Hospital together with buildings

on same for City Hospital." The size of the lot was 50 x 100

feet.137 The offer was accepted and the amount asked, $1,000.00,

was ordered paid138 in Dallas funding bonds.139 According to

the deed, executed April 11, 1874, though not filed until Octo

ber 6, 1880, the land was lot number 8, located on Block 56.140

The early plats reveal this location to be on the northeast

corner of Columbia and South Lamar. Although many modern sources

(WPA, Safeguarding the Public Health, and recent newspaper ar

ticles) place the hospital until 1885 at the corner of Wood

Lamar, which was known as Arlington, where the hospital was lo

cated, was destroyed and Marilla was then angled to merge with

Wood Street, hence the mistaken idea that Columbia is now Wood

and that the old hospital was located at the present Wood and

South Lamar.

137
"Dallas Has a New Hospital," in Dallas News. May 20,

1894.

138Minutes of the City Council, I, April 9, 1874, p. 394.

139"Dallas Has a New Hospital," in Dallas News. May 20,
1894.

14Ben Long to the City of Dallas, Deed Records of the

City of Dallas (manuscript records in the county clerk's office),
April 11, 1874, filed October 6, 1880, Vol. 50, p. 178.
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and Houston Streets, the primary sources (the minutes of the

city council and the city directories) locate it at the inter

section of Columbia and South Lamar as early as 1875. Even more

convincing is a newspaper article of May, 1894, which, in review

ing the history of the city hospital, said that the city hos

pital "began April 10, 1874, when Mayor Ben Long sold the city

a lot of 50 x 100 feet at the corner of Lamar and Columbia

Streets for $1,000."141 It also said that the hospital was

built and remained at the same place until a new one was built

at a new location in 189^.

The fact that the city had a new hospital did not pre

vent bills from accumulating or complaints from arising. During

1874 and 1875 the city paid out hundreds of dollars protecting

its indigent sick. More bedding was purchased in May, 1874, as

well as 1,000 pounds of copperas and 100 pounds of permanganate

142

potassi for disinfecting purposes. The first pillows were

purchased for the hospital on September 23, at a cost of $9.00.1'

On November 10, the council appointed a committee of three "to

141wDaIlas Has a New Hospital," in Dallas News. May 20,

189A.

142Minutes of the City Council, I, May 26, 1874, p. 433.

143Ibid., I, September 23, 1874, p. 608.
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examine the present condition of the hospital and report the

best and cheapest way of keeping the room warm during the com

ing winter."144 Wood was the fuel chosen and in April, 1875,

the council paid for the 187^-1875 supply, a total of $35.OO145

Also, food and medicine had to be paid for. Bread for a month

cost $29.95146 and four months1 supply of food cost the city

$130.36.
147

Drugs were a large expense on the hospital account.

A four months' supply of medicine purchased from Conner and

Walker *s Drug Store cost the city $286.70.
148

During the pre

vious years, the hospital had purchased medicine from drug

stores and had paid by the month. In June, 1875, however, the

hospital committee decided to receive bids from the stores for

a year's order of medicine, and to accept the lowest bid. On

June 8, the bid was awarded to B. Ward, to furnish the hospital

with medicine for the year 1875-1876 at 24 cents per prescrip

tion.149 The only other expense not mentioned before was for

144Minutes of the City Council, I, November 10, 1874, p. 629.

145Ibid., I, April 1, 1875, p. 684.

146Ibid.. I, March 23, 1875, p. 68l.

147Ibid., I, October 8, 1874, p. 619.

148Ibid., I, March 24, 1874, p. 383.

149Ibid., II, June 8, 1875, p. 3.
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the hospital steward, the only paid and steady employee of the

hospital beside Health Officer Cornelius. The steward was paid

$25.00 a month.150

Complaints on the condition of the hospital began not

six months after the building had been completed. Citizens

were demanding, if nothing but a shack, at least a nice-looking

one. The results were that in May, 1874, the health officer had

the premises whitewashed and in December repairs were made on

the place.151 The real complaint was, however, that the city was

not sufficiently accommodating its sick; and the mayor recog

nized this. On April 13, 1875, he wrote to the council:

I would respectfully state to your honorable body,
that our Hospital owing to the increase in our popu

lation is not sufficient to accommodate all the sick,
as they should be, that the City Health Officer is

compelled at times to admit. I would therefore recom

mend a Committee on Hospitals be created and that they

take into consideration whether or not the Hospital be

enlarged, as well as the general control of the Hospi
tal receipts and expenditures.

This same Committee could also take into consideration,

the Sanitary condition of the City and should be com

posed of the Mayor and two Aldermen from different

Minutes of the City Council, I, May 26, 1874, p. 43*.

11
Ibid.. I, December 15, 187*, p. 642.
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sections of the City, and the Health Officer.152

The recommendations were accepted and the council appointed

Mayor W. L. Cabell, Aldermen D. E. Grove, J. W. Crowdus, and

Health Officer Cornelius to form the hospital committee.153

The suggestion of Mayor Cabell for enlargement of the hospital

was not to be carried out until 1879.

Proposals for a Pest House

Although there was no home for smallpox cases until af

ter 1875, there were, between 1873 and 1875, preliminary activi

ties concerning the building or renting of a pest house. In

March, 1873, the newly approved code of ordinances provided for

a pest house by stating that the health officer, when he heard

of any contagious, infectious, or pestilential disease, might

cause the person affected to be taken to a place selected by

the officer for treatment. This place "shall be and become a

pest house."154 Nothing had been done before this time, because

152Minutes of the City Council, I, April 13, 1875, p. 700.

There had been temporary hospital committees before. This was

to be a permanent one.

153Minutes of the City Council, I, April 13, 1875, p. 701,

154Barksdale, Ault, and Field, Charter and Ordinances,

Chapter XVI, section 130, p. 219.
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in February the minutes record an impatient mayor suggesting

that "the Council had better consider and provide some safe way

to take care of Small Pox cases." The same day the board of

physicians, which had been appointed in reference to a city hos

pital, were asked to build a pest house at once.155 Instead,

the committee decided to use a previously constructed building

and asked Aldermen Bryan and Dr. Ewell to secure a house.156

Nothing had been done by March, as the ordinance reveals. One

case was even kept in the county jail house, until the city coun

cil interfered, ordering "that the Marshal be directed to call

upon the Sheriff and request that the Small Pox case now in the

County Jail, be removed from the limits of the City or to a

place of safety to the citizens, and to see that this request

be carried out by the Sheriff."157 The comfort and welfare of

the patient was apparently not the concern of the city; and for

lack of medical attention, he died a few days later.

Nothing more was mentioned about smallpox until June,

1875. Another case had appeared and the health officer was

155Minutes of the City Council, I, February 13, 1873, p.

188.

156Ibid., I, February 13, 1873, p. 189.

157Ibid., I, March 12, 1873, p. 198.
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ordered to purchase supplies from the hospital fund "to secure

the comfort of Small Pox patient, he now has under treatment,

and to prevent spread of the disease."158 The result of this

case seems to have been another feeble and failing attempt at

a pest house. In July the health officer was instructed to in

vestigate the possible cost and location of a pest house, super

vise its construction, and report to the council. As usual,

the plan was postponed, this time by the health officer.159

Luckily, Dallas dodged smallpox enough so that the possibility

of an epidemic never haunted the city; for it if had, with no

innoculations and no pest house, the city medically might have

suffered a blow from which it would have been difficult to re

cover .

Dallas' First Private Hospital Dallas Medical Institute

Attempts of practicing doctors to supplement public hos

pital planning with clinics and hospitals of their own began

about 1875. Two free clinics were recorded in the Dallas Herald

^Minutes of the City Council, II, June 29, 1875, p. 12.

'ibid.. II, July 6, 1875, p. 15.
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as early as November, 1875. Dr. T. G. Peyton and a Dr. Munday

offered medicines, consultation, and treatment gratuitously to

those unable to pay a physician. They held an open office

every morning from 9 to 10 at Williams and Tolliver's Drug

Store across from Le Grand Hotel. On December 1, 1875, the

Dallas Herald advertised the opening of another clinic, that

of Drs. F. E. Hughes and H. K. Leake. This was a dispensary

at 937 Elm Street, opened daily from 9 a.m. to 10 p.m., where

the two doctors offered free service and medicine to the poor.160

The first private, paying hospital, the Dallas Medical

Institute, was begun about the same time. This spectacular new

institution, that specialized in surgical cases and chronic dis

orders, was established by Dr. Hughes and his nephew, Dr. Leake,

and Dr. Alexander C. Graham. It was situated in a three -story

brick building, at 739-7*1 Elm Street. The first floor had

twelve furnished and equipped rooms for day patients. The

second floor consisted of two wards, one for men and the other

for women, divided by a flower garden "to help the patients re

cover."161 On the third floor were the convalescent rooms. The

WPA, Safeguarding the Public Health, p. 15.

Ibid., pp. 15-16.
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cost of the equipment in the building was estimated at $7,800.00.

The charge for a single room with complete board and medical

and nursing service was $4.50 per day and for a double room was

$3.50 per day. Similar service was offered cheaper in a ward,

at $2.50 per day. An attached dispensary for day patients was

opened from 10 to 12 , where only a minimum charge was made for

services and supplies. Linked to the hospital building was a

medical training center. Here, not only were nurses' training

courses offered for men and women with awards of certificates

on their completion, but also classes were held for a limited

number of medical students. This impressive institution was

directed by the cream of Dallas medical men: F. E. Hughes,

president and physician-in-chief; H. K. Leake, surgeon and gyne

cologist; A. C. Graham, surgeon and gynecologist; Godfrey Beau

mont, senior oculist and aurist; and a visiting board of twelve

other physicians .

162
How long the Dallas Medical Institute con

tinued to function is not certain.

Famous Physicians. 1875-1875

There was a group of dentists and doctors, who through

WPA, Safeguarding the Public Health, p. 16.
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their private practice helped to stimulate the progress of

medicine in Dallas. First, however, mention will be made of

Mrs. M. A. Martin and Mrs. F. Thomas, the first woman nurse and

the first woman doctor recorded in Dallas directories. Although

Mrs. Martin was listed in the 1875 directory as a nurse with a

residence at 47 Swiss,163 there is seme doubt that she was a

graduate nurse. Graduate nurses were rare and, according to

Mrs. George F. Carlisle and Dr. John G. McLaurin, the first

graduate nurse was not brought to Dallas until some time later.

The doctor, Mrs. F. Thomas, listed herself in the 1875 directory

as a "magnetic physician," residing at 207 Pacific Avenue.164

She, too, probably hung out her shingle, as many did, without

having a medical degree.

A dentist worthy of record was Dr. William Thomas. Born

in Butler County, Ohio, son of a physician and dentist, Thomas

came to Dallas in the early seventies.165 He advertised in the

1878-1879 directory as a surgeon dentist with dental "parlors"

at 701 Elm Street166 and commenced a career in Dallas which was

^3Butterfield and Rundlett
'
s Directory for 1875. p. 115.

164Ibid., p. 13*.

165Memorial and Biographical History, p . 413 .

166Morrison and Company
'
s Directory for 1878-1879. ad

vertisement, p. v.
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to continue through 1900. After 1892 Thomas was in partnership

with his son, Dr. Harry Sawyer Thomas.167

Dr. John C. Storey, who was both an M.D. and a dentist,

was born in Greene County, Alabama, May 12, 1836, son of Dr.

John and Jane C. (Holland) Storey. In 1855 he began a year and

a half's study with Dr. Charles P. Sanders of Clinton, Alabama;

and after taking an M.D. degree at Alabama Medical College in

1857, he began a three -year practice in Greene County . Then he

moved to Louisiana. Storey enlisted in the Tenth Louisiana In

fantry, Company C, as a hospital steward, at the beginning of

the Civil War. He was discharged in July, 1862, only to re-

enlist in October as an assistant surgeon. Following the war,

Storey, practiced two years in Alabama. Deciding to become a

dentist, he entered the Baltimore College of Dental Surgery;

and after his graduation in 1869, he began a practice of one

year in Virginia, four years with Dr. R. E. Watkins in Eutaw,

Greene County, Alabama, and one year there alone . In 1875 Storey

came to Dallas.168 He opened an office at 6l0 Main Street, with

a residence at 312 Live Oak,169 continuing his practice alone

167Memorial and Biographical History, p. 413.

168Ibid^ pp. 538-539.

169Morrison and Company
'
s Directory for 1878-1879. p. 172.

-i
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until 1883 when he took Dr. Silas Newman into his office for a

year.170 From 1884 to 1895 Storey practiced by himself and in

1896 he became for one year editor of the Texas Dental Journal.171

He was a charter member of the 1876-1877 Dallas County Medical

Society172 and was president of the Southern Dental and the

Texas Dental Associations. Dr. Storey was married to Miss

Margaret Wiley, born February 9, l8l0, daughter of Dr. E. E.

Wiley of Emery, Virginia. She died June 27, 1891, and was buried

173

in Greenwood Cemetery, Dallas.

Though little is recorded about him, Dr. Daniel W. Mo-

mand (Mormand, Mormon) was an interesting doctor. He came to

Dallas in 1871 or 1872 and opened an office at 84 Elm Street

with a residence on Ross Avenue north of Elm.174 He remained

on Elm Street for years, practicing until 1897. Momand ran for

17Morrison and Fourmy's Directory, 1883-1884, p. 213.

17directory of the City of Dallas. 1896, p. 598.

172Minutes of Medical Society, frontispiece.

173Carlisle, Old Cemeteries of Dallas County (manuscript

records), n.p. The discrepancy in dates here (unless Mrs. Storey

was 26 years older than her husband) has not been cleared. The

birth dates of Mrs. Storey, l8l0, and Dr. Storey, 1836, were ob

tained from different sources and one of them is probably incorrect

l74Lawson and Edmondson's Directory , 1873, p. 76.
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health officer on April 11, 1876, but was defeated by Cornelius.175

As a charter member of the 1876-1877 Dallas County Medical So

ciety, though his name was later taken off the roster, Dr. Mo-

mand created quite a cyclone. He was accused on May 23, 1876, at

a society meeting of having committed a successful operation on

a horse. A body of three was appointed to talk with Dr. Momand

about what they were certain must be a "false impression." They

weighed the case for the next four meetings, and finally on

July 25 the censors reported to the society that it might un-

wrinkle its brow. "Dr. Momand made an explanation which was ac

cepted by the Society and farther proceedings against him [were]

arrested.""176 No more records on Momand have been found.

A physician who practiced from 1873 to 1900 in Dallas was

Dr. Jacob A. Ewing. Born in Callaway County, Missouri, July 12,

1847, son of William N., and Lucy (Maupin) Ewing, Dr. Ewing re

ceived his medical education with Dr. E. M. Kerr of Fulton,

Missouri, and at Bellevue Medical College, New York, graduating

in 1873.
177

He came immediately to Dallas, opening an office178 at

175Minutes of the City Council, II, April 11, 1876, p. 137.

176Minutes of Medical Society, July 25, 1876, p. 33-

L77Memorial and Biographical History, p. 907.

178Lawson and Edmondson's Directory , 1873, pp. 27, 55-
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the corner of Main and Jefferson with the already well-known

Dr. Richard Wisdom Allen. From 1875 to 1900 he practiced

alone, building up a reputation which has not yet been forgot.

He moved in 1880 into a large home north of the fair grounds,

on Swiss Avenue, corner of Washington.179 Ewing ran for

health officer on May 12, 1890. With six men in the race, he

was chosen second only to Dr. William R. Wilson.180 Ewing was

married in 1874 to Mrs. Susan (Miller) Robberson, daughter of

William B. and Elizabeth (Waddy) Miller.
l8x

She died in Dallas

in November, 1892. Ewing Street was named after the doctor.182

The doctor's death date has not been located.

Dr. Robert R. Jones deserves mention as a physician who

came to Dallas before 1873- He joined the important Dr. Stephen

D. Thruston in practice for a year on the north side of Elm

Street between Austin and Market.183 Though he was not listed

l79Mrs. Leslie B. Clark to Marie Giles, May 10, 1950,
conference .

18Minutes of the City Council (manuscript records in

office of the city secretary), City of Dallas, Vols. I-XXVI,

September 19, 1868 - March 11, 1901, XII, March 13, I89O -

July 3, 1890, May 12, 1890, p. 317.

181Memorial and Biographical History, p. 365.

182
Carlisle, Origin of Dallas Street Names (manuscript

records) .

183Lawson and Edmondson's Directory. 1873, p. 67.
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in the directories again until 1886, he is mentioned in the

minutes of the city council in 1875 and again in 1877. The

reason for the omission of his name from the directories is

perhaps that Jones lived at a home in the country, two miles

north of the courthouse. Jones ran for health officer in May,

1890, but was defeated by Dr. W. R. Wilson.184

A polypharmacist and a physician of good education, ac

cording to his medical contemporaries, was Dr. Alexander C.

Graham. Born in Alleghany City, Pennsylvania, in 1845, Graham

studied medicine while teaching in California and then entered

Bellevue Hospital Medical College, New York. After graduation

he interned there for three years and then three years in the

Woman's Hospital, New York.185 Graham came to Dallas some

time before 1876 and set up an office at Hoyt and Coffin's Drug

store, 7^3 Elm Street, where he remained for years.186 Along

with Drs. Hughes and Leake, Dr. Graham founded the previously

1S4Minutes of the City Council, XII, May 12, 1890, p. 317.

185Red, Medicine Man, p. 166.

186Morrison and Company
'
s Directory for 1878-1879. p. 93.

Red, Medicine Man, says he came to Dallas in 1865; but since
the census of 1870 and the directories of 1873 and 1875 do not

list him, he probably did not come until later.
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discussed Dallas Medical Institute. Graham retired in 1915

and died in Dallas April 2, 1930. He was married to Annie

Roberts and they had two sons and two daughters.18'

Dr. J. Knox McQueen was practicing medicine in Dallas

by 1875 in an office at 601 Elm Street.188 On April 11, 1876,

he ran for health officer but lost to Dr. M. A. Cornelius;
18y

and on August 17, 1878, he was appointed quarantine physician

by the city council at $150.00 a month.190 Dr. McQueen is not

mentioned in the records after 1880.

Dallas Druggists. 1875-1875

Druggists and drugstores formed an essential part of

the medical profession in Dallas. A few doctors kept their

own drugstores; but most relied on the dependable service of

Dallas pharmacists. One of the better druggists was Henry C.

Hoskins, who advertised in the 1873 directory:

137.

187Red, Medicine Man, p. 166.

188Butterfield and Rundlett
'
s Directory for 1875, p . 117

189Minutes of the City Council, II, April 11, 1876, p.

19Ibid., II, August 16, 1878, p. 48l.
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This gentleman, wholesale and retail Druggist, has

one of the largest and best selected stocks of

drugs and medicines to be found in the state of

Texas. In addition, he keeps a large stock of

paints, oils, glass, . . . also Patent Medicines

of every description. Mr. Hoskins is not a man of

Narrow, contracted views but believes in doing
business on a liberal basis, hence his success.

Prescriptions carefully compounded.191

This "liberal basis" was selling on credit, a common offer of

merchants during the days when money was hard to find and

business was slow. Hoskins kept his drugstore on Elm Street,

between Lamar and Poydras. He lived on the corner of Masten

and San Jacinto. In 1873 he was furnishing the city hospital

with medicine, for which he was paid $l8.75.192 In 1875 he

was joined by William H. Howell, who was to become an enter

prising druggist in Dallas, in a store at 607 Elm Street.193

He was alone again by 1880, and remained in business until

1885 when his store disappears from the directory.

Two who kept a joint drugstore were Thomas Walker and

W. C. Conner. Their drugstore was functioning as a wholesale

191Lawson and Edmondson
'
s Directory, 1873, p. 21.

192Minutes of the City Council, I, June 27, 1873, p. 216

193Butterfield and Rundlett
'
s Directory for 1875. pp .

90, 107.
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drug company as early as 1873 at the corner of Main and Austin

and continued to exist until 1880.194 In that year Walker be

gan working alone. From l88l to 1882 he was with the well-

known druggists Jacob L. Williams and Zac Tolliver in the firm

of Williams, Tolliver, and Walker. Conner, on the other hand,

stopped business entirely in 1880. From 1875 to 1879, beside

his drug business, Conner was vice-president of the First Na

tional Bank, on the Board of Directors of Lawrence's Commercial

College,195 and on the committee of appeals of the Dallas board

of trade.196 He was also mayor of Dallas, serving from April,

1887, to April, 1889.
197

Conner and Walker's Drugstore furnished

$63.05 worth of medicine to the city hospital in December, 1873,

and supplied the institution with the first instruments they

ever purchased. The purchase was made in November, 1878, at a

price of only $28.50.198

194Lawson and Edmondson
'
s Directory, 1873, pp. 47, 93.

195Morrison and Company
'
s Directory for 1878-1879, pp.

67, 182, advertisement xvi.

196Butterfield and Rundlett
'
s Directory for 1875, p . 17 .

197Brown, History of Dallas County, p. 60.

198Minutes of the City Council, II, November 5, 1878,
p. 517.
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L. Jfyers Conner and George C. Beeler were proprietors

of the National Drugstore in 1875. It was located at 202 South

Houston Street, on the northwest corner of the public square,

and was stocked with "all articles found in a drugstore."199

Beeler is listed only in 1875; but Conner is listed in 1873 as

a clerk at Conner and Walker's Drugstore, boarding at Dr. Cor

nelius' home, and from 1878 to 1879 as a proprietor and chemist

with Henry S. Ervay of Ervay and Conner's Drugstore at 502 Main

corner of Austin.200

Jacob L. Williams kept a drugstore in 1873 with Dr.

Crowdus. They worked at the corner of Jefferson and Main; and

Williams boarded at the Commercial Hotel.2"1 In 1875 he had his

own drugstore and in 1878 he was joined by Zac Tolliver in the

same store, at 409 Main. They were wholesale and retail drug

gists and sold photographic and dental materials, oils, paints,

glass, and fancy goods. Williams was living in 1879 at 1207

Jackson Street.202

199Butterfield and Rundlett's Directory for 1875. pp. 77,

83, 100.

2QOMorrison and Company
'
s Directory for 1878-1879, pp.

67, 81.

201Lawson and Edmondson
'
s Directory . 1873, pp. 93, 94.

202Morrison and Company's Directory for 1878-1879. p . 188
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Ben Ward appeared in Dallas as a druggist in 1873. He

opened a store at 413 Elm Street between Market and Austin; and

by 1875 he had decided to advertise in the city directory, say

ing:

One of [the] most elegant gentlemen and accomplished

druggists who ever came to this State, is Mr. Ben

Ward. . . . Employs none but experienced compounders,
uses none but the purest and freshest of drugs.203

He was a dealer in pure drugs, fine chemicals, all in new prepa

rations, patent medicines, perfumes, and fancy goods. Ben Ward

received the first sizable contract ever awarded by the city to

furnish drugs to the city hospital. His bid was accepted by

the council on June 8, 1875, to supply the hospital for the year

1875-1876 with all medicines, at the sum of 24 cents per prescrip

tion.204

By 1875, then, immense changes had occurred in medicine.

The number of dentists, doctors, and druggists had increased ap

preciably. A private hospital now served the wealthier citizens,

and free clinics and a city hospital cared for the poor. Above

<eo3Butterfield and Rundlett
'
s Directory for 1875. pp .

76-77.

24Minutes of the City Council, II, June 8, 1875, p. 3.
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all, sanitation and the supervision of public health had now

been systematized under a specialized branch of the city gov

ernment, the department of public health; and a health officer

and board of health had been appointed to preside over the

health and welfare of a town which by 1875 was numbering 12,000.



CHAPTER V

DEVELOPMENTS IN PRIVATE PRACTICE,

1876-1879

Preliminaries to and Organization of the

1876-1877 Dallas County Medical Society
(to August. 1876K Peyton. Wilev.

Walton. Boswell. Hendrix

The developments in private practice, if at first not

fruitful, at least Ten* excellent foundation for future physi

cians. The attempt to establish a medical society in 1870 and

1871 was unsuccessful. In 1875, another society, the Dallas

City Medical and Surgical Association, opened its doors. This

organization was intended only for the doctors in the city of

Dallas and convened once a week at the offices of different

members, usually over drugstores or dry goods stores. Some

members were S. D. Thruston, R. W. Allen, LaBaume Elliott,

W. H. Sutton, Matthias Cornelius, A. C. Graham, and William

Hora Armstrong.1 The society was still in existence on

August 6, 1876, because the Dallas County Medical Society

""Dr. W. W. Fowler, "A Brief History of Organized Medi

cine in Dallas County,
"

in Dallas Medical Journal. January 20,
1920, Vol. 7, No. 1 (copied from Dallas Historical Society Ar

chives).
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conferred with it concerning a uniform fee bill for doctors.2

It must have been disbanded by 1878 because no mention of it

was made in the city directory of that year.

The Dallas County Medical Society of 1876-1877 had a

longer life, existing from April, 1876, until at least 1879.

It opened on April 1, 1876, when "in response to a General Call,

the following physicians of the city of Dallas, met in Dr.

[Thomas or John Wj Wiley's office." Those present were A. A.

Johnston, M. M. Newsom, J. B. Childers, J. W. Gibbs, Wiley, L.

Elliott, M. A. Cornelius, John W. Crowdus, F. B. Walton, God

frey Beaumont, Isaac A. McCarty, F. E. Hughes, D. W. Momand,

J. C. Storey, John H. Morton, J. W. Jones, J. A. Nash, and

T. G. Peyton.3 A conaittee of three was appointed to prepare

the constitution and bylaws of the society; but instead, a

"Motion to adopt the Constitution and bylaws of the old Dallas

City Society was put to vote and carried."4 According to the

constitution, the society was to "be composed of Physicians

and Surgeons only having Diplomas from a regularly Constituted

2Minutes of Medical Society, August 8, 1876, p. 35 -

3Ibid., April 1, 1876, p. 15.

4Ibid.. April 1, 1876, p. 16.
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Medical College, recognized as such by the American Medical As

sociation."5 Meetings were to be held once a week in Dr. Wiley's

office, and the fine for an unexcused absence was one dollar.

Dr. F. E. Hughes took the chair as temporary president. He an

nounced that the object of the meeting was the organization of

a medical society for both the city and county if Dallas and

called for the election of officers. Dr. Albert A. Johnston was

elected president for the ensuing year; Marshall M. Newsom,

first vice-president; Jabez V. Childers, second vice-president;

T. G. Peyton, recording secretary; Thomas W. Wiley, correspond

ing secretary; and LaBaume Elliott, treasurer. The three cen

sors were Matthias Cornelius, John Crowdus, and Franklin B.

Walton.6

Three of the men, Peyton, Wiley, and Walton, will be

discussed now because they appear nowhere else in Dallas medi

cal history. T. G. Peyton came to Dallas between 1873 and 1875.

He opened an office at 5l6 Main Street and boarded at the San

Constitution and Bylaws of the Dallas County Medical

Society, April 1, 1876, Article 3. Original handwritten docu

ment in possession of Dallas County Medical Society.

6Minutes of Medical Society, April 1, 1876, p. 16.
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Jacinto Hotel;7 and in 1875 he advertised in the newspaper a

clinic for the poor, open every day from 9 a.m. to 10 p.m., in

which he offered medicine and treatment gratuitously.8 Though

he was elected recording secretary of the medical society, he

did not appear and the position was given -to someone else.9

His name is found in no other records. Dr. (Thomas, John) W.

Wiley is listed in no directories. The society meetings were

held in his office on the corner of Ervay and Park Streets from

April 1, 1876, to March 6, 1877, and he was corresponding secre

tary of the organization.10 Wiley was appointed to the Dallas

board of health on April 25, 1876.11 Franklin B. Walton was in

Dallas longer than Peyton and Wiley, from 1875 to l88l. He had

an office on Main Street until 1880 and a residence on Young

Street near Browder.12 From 1880 to l88l his office was at

7Butterfield and Rundlett's Directory for 1875, p. 123.

3WPA, Dallas Guide and History, p. 00426.

9Minutes of Medical Society, April 3, 1876, p. 17.

1QIbid., April 1, 1876, p. 15 . The society records list

Wiley's name once as Thomas and once as John.

^Minutes of the City Council, II, April 25, 1876, p. 146.

12Morrison and Company's Directory for 1878-1879, p. 182.
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6l4 Elm.13 Walton was elected a censor of the society in 1876

and was re-elected on March 27, 1877.14 Nothing more of him is

known.

At the second meeting of the society on April 3, 1876,

at 10 aim., the members elected a new corresponding secretary,

J. W. Gibbs, since Dr. Peyton had never appeared. They also

elected delegates to the meeting of the State Medical Society

to be held at Marshall and provided them with "appropriate cre

dentials to seek and obtain admittance for the Dallas County

Medical Society in said State Medical Society."15 The society

was received into the state association on April 10. A big

event for the little group was the arrival in Dallas of Dr. M.

Yandell of Louisville, Kentucky. An emergency meeting was

called on April 13 and a committee appointed to confer with

the "Dallas City Surgical and Medical Society" to arrange a

program for the "reception and proper entertainment" of the

guest.16

13MorrjLson and Fourmv
'
s Directory for l880-l88l . p. 214.

14Minutes of Medical Society, March 27, 1877, p. 47.

15Minutes of Medical Society, April 3, 1876, pp. 17-18.

16Minutes of Medical Society, April 13, 1876, p. 19.
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On April 25, a motion was made but not carried to have

the meetings monthly or at least bi-weekly instead of every

week, a sign perhaps of the fading interest in the society.

At the same meeting, Dr. N. R. Boswell was admitted by unani

mous vote into the association.17 Nothing is known about him

except that on September 13, 1876, he was requested to make a

mortuary report on Dallas for the society for the year ending

July 31, 1876.
18

It is possible that he never lived in the city

of Dallas because his name does not appear in any directory.

On May 23, Dr. T. B. McCurdy was admitted and on May 30, the

society considered accepting Dr. Peter Hendrix. He was born

in Kentucky in 1826 and was living in Dallas County by 1870

with his wife Bettie and two children, Georgia and Peter.19

Hendrix was probably never a citizen of Dallas. There is no

record of his admittance into the society, and he is listed in

no city directories. At the same meeting, on May 30, the society

decided to have its constitution and bylaws printed. Dr. Newsom

20

guaranteed that the job could be done for six dollars.

17Minutes of Medical Society, April 25, 1876, p. 21.

18Ibid., September 13, 1876, p. 40.

19Dallas County Census for 1870, No. 933.

2Minutes of Medical Society, May 30, 1876, p. 26.
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Dallas County Medical and Surgical Society.

1876-1877 . Gibbs, Morton, and Beaumont

The meetings continued just as before, once every week

at Dr. Wiley's office; but on August 8, 1876, an important

change occurred. On motion of Dr. Hughes, seconded by Dr. John

Storey, the name of the Dallas County Medical Society was al

tered to the Dallas County Medical and Surgical Society. It

was known by that name from that day, until the society was

disbanded in 1879 or early 1880. At the same meeting the com

mittee on conference reported that it had had a meeting with

the Dallas City Medical and Surgical Association concerning a

uniform fee bill for doctors.21 The fee bill was an assurance

of fair play among doctors, as well as a guarantee to citizens

against excessive charges. On September 5, fifty fee bill

cards were printed for distribution among doctors and were paid

for by the society.22 The society was concerned not only with

private practice, but also with public health. On September 13,

Dr. Boswell was requested to make a mortuary report from the

health officer's list of those who had died in Dallas during

2xMinutes of Medical Society, August 8, 1876, p. 35.

22Ibid.. September 5, 1876, p. 39.
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the year, with the names of the attending physicians and the

diseases from which they had died.23 Through this report, the

doctors hoped to learn more about the prevalent diseases and

how to cure them. The welfare of individual physicians was

also the concern of the society. On January 16, 1877, Dr. Hughes

offered a motion to president pro tempore Newsom that "in con

sideration of the esteem we entertain for Dr. that a

committee of three be appointed to wait on him and request and

urge him to abandon his unfortunate habit of excessive indulgence

in alcoholic drink."24 The motion was unanimously carried, and

Drs. Hughes, Beaumont, and Cornelius were appointed.

In the spring of 1877, the members decided to re-elect

officers. On March 6 they requested the city paper to publish

a notice informing the society members of the necessity of attend

ing the next meeting when important business was to be transacted.

On March 27, with Dr. Newsom presiding, the election was held.

Dr. F. E. Hughes was named president; Dr. John H. Gibbs, first

vice-president; Dr. J. H. Morton, second vice-president; Godfrey

Beaumont, secretary; LaBaume Elliott, treasurer; Dr. Jabez V.

23Minutes of Medical Society, September 13, 1876, p. 40.

24Ibid., January 16, 1877, p. ^3-



163

Childers, corresponding secretary; and M. M. Newsom, F. B. Wal

ton, and Matthias Cornelius, censors.25 Marshall Newsom will

be discussed as Dallas' fourth health officer. The biographies

of Gibbs, Morton, and Beaumont will be given now.

Dr, John H. Gibbs, Dallas' first eye doctor (though

Robert Chilton came in 1880, as Dallas' first real eye special

ist) was born in North Carolina in 1828 and came to Dallas be

tween 1870 and 1873. He established himself first in the Crutch-

field House, later setting up an office over 6l4 Elm. By 1878

he was known as an oculist and surgeon (possibly an eye surgeon),

and was residing at 126 Masten.26 In 1880 Gibbs moved four

miles northwest of the city on the Denton Road, though he still

practiced in town at 407 Main, upstairs.27 By 1890 he had moved

nearer town, locating on Cedar Springs Road near North Harwood .

Gibbs was corresponding secretary for the medical society, and

in 1877 was elected first vice-president. He practiced in Dallas

until his death on September 17, 1897.28

25Minutes of Medical Society, March 27, 1877, p. 47.

26Morrison and Company's Directory for 1878-1879. p . 90 .

27Morrison and Fourmy
*
s Directory for l880-l88l, p. 156.

28Records of Deaths, City of Dallas, l887-l>l, manu

script records in Bureau of Vital Statistics, Dallas, Vol. 2,

p. 19, line 12.
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Dr. John H. Morton was not only important in the 1876-

1877 medical society; he also helped form the 1884 society

(the one which exists today) and was elected its first presi

dent. Born in Rutherford County, Tennessee, in 1831, Morton

graduated from the University of Pennsylvania, taking addi

tional work at the College of Surgeons, Paris, France. He

served in the Russian Army as assistant surgeon during the

Crimean War and for his service was knighted by the emperor

and awarded the decoration of the Order of Saint Andrew. In

the Civil War he served as chief surgeon of the Twentieth

Tennessee Infantry. Morton moved to Dallas in l87529 He

opened an office over 602 Main Street which he kept as long as

he lived.30 He was elected vice-president of the Dallas County

Medical Society in 1877 and was still in office in 1879- On

April 12, 1884, at the second meeting, he was elected first

president of the permanent Dallas County Medical Society.31

Dr. Morton died in Dallas, July 18, 1887, "from the same form

of cancer that caused General Grant's death."32 The medical

29Lindsley, History of Greater Dallas, I, pp. 159-160.

3Morrison and Company's Directory for 1878-1879, p. 137.

31WPA, Dallas Guide and History, p. 00426.

32Lindsley, History of Greater Dallas , I, p. 159.
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society passed resolutions to express its sorrow, saying that:

... in the death of our fellow Dr. John H. Morton,
the first president of the society, we have lost one

of our brightest and most laborious members, our city
one of its best citizens and society one of her most

polished members .... we extend to his widow our

sincerest condolence in this her deep affliction.33

Dr. Godfrey Beaumont was born on the Atlantic Ocean, of

English parents who were bound for America.34 After graduating

from the University of Louisville, Medical Department, Louis

ville, Kentucky, in 1865, he began practicing medicine35 and

came to Dallas between 1873 and 1875. He set up an office at

111 South Lamar with a residence on North Lamar.36 Within a

few years he had a lucrative practice (calling himself a physi

cian, oculist, and aurist) and in 1884 built a $6,000 home on

the corner of Harwood and Commerce.37 He gradually relinquished

his regular practice and, from 189^ on, was known only as an eye,

33Memorial and Biographical History, pp. 207-208.

34Mrs. Leslie B. Clark to Marie Giles, April 22, 1950,
conference .

35Polk's Medical Register. 1902, p. 1871.

36Butterfield and Rundlett
'
s Directory for 1875, p. 83.

37Morrison and Fourmy
'
s Directory . 1884-188*5. p. 51.
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ear, nose, and throat specialist. He was a charter member of

the 1876-1877 Dallas County Medical Society and, in 1877, was

elected secretary.38 Beaumont Street was named after the doctor

in 1882.
39

Beaumont's wife, Jennie, died at the age of 74 and

was buried at Greenwood Cemetery. The inscription reads, "My

wife for 54 years, 9 months."40

After the election in the spring of 1877, the Dallas

County Medical Society met once in Dr. Newsom' s office and from

then on at Dr. Childers' office at 407 Main Street. It con

tinued to function as the Dallas County Medical and Surgical

Society through 1879. By that year, the society had dwindled

to a membership of 13; but the meetings were still regular, be

ing held every Tuesday evening. Dr. F. E. Hughes was still

president; John Morton, vice-president; and Godfrey Beaumont,

secretary.41 The society was disbanded late in 1879 or early

in 1880, and there is no mention of it in the city directory

after that date.

38Morrison and Company
'
s Directory for 1878-1879. p . 33 .

39Carlisle, Origin of Dallas Street Names (manuscript
records) .

4Carlisle, Old Cemeteries of Dallas County (manuscript
records), n. p.

41Morrison and Company
'
s Directory for 1878-1879. p. 33.
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Medical Research and Findings of the Medical Society,

1876-1877

When the physicians met in Dr. Wiley's office every week,

they discussed not only the business of the organization, but

also their own business, which was medicine. The bylaws of the

organization stated that physicians should debate interesting

cases they had treated and periodically submit essays to be

read before the society. It was not until April 18, 1876, how

ever, that the first subject was brought out, a case of purpura,

hemorrhagic rash, discussed by Dr. Hughes. Apparently, the

time was short, because on May 30, Dr. Hughes again gave a re

port on the case and heard the society's full opinion of his

treatment.42 After the legalities of Momand' s "horse opera

tion had finally been cleared up, which took a month, Dr. New

som was given the floor. He submitted his case of a combined

curvature of the spine and diseased lung; but "the society did

not altogether accept his diagnosis of the case and attributed

the falling of the shoulder, inclination of head, and perverted

back motion to diseased condition of lung and sequela of

curviture of spine."43

42Minutes of Medical Society, May 30, 1876, p. 26.

43Ibid., July 11, 1876, p. 31.
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The first paper to be given by any physician was an es

say read by Dr. Boswell on the value of abdominal symptoms in

the diagnosis of typhoid fever. It was discussed and filed in

the archives of the society. At the same meeting, Dr. Cornelius

reported his case of sunstroke, "successfully treated with

Quinine and Serum hypadermically."44 A modern physician ex

pressed the opinion that this treatment was completely inappro

priate, if not harmful, and thought nature probably saved the

patient . Sunstroke was not the only problem during the hot

summer months. The society also discussed dysentery, known

to the layman as "summer complaint," and a mysterious fever

prevalent in the city during August. Nothing was said about

a remedy.

Although the physicians had abandoned the requirement of

essays in late August and early September due to the heat, they

began again on September 13 with Dr. Beaumont's paper on the

beneficial drug, varatrum viride. The medicine was highly recom

mended by Beaumont for many uses and,45 for that matter, is

still used today as a cardiac and muscular sedative. Two cases

Minutes of Medical Society, August 22, 1876, p. 37.

Ibid. , September 13, 1876, p. 40.
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appeared the following week: Dr. Hughes* example of phthisis

pulmonata (tuberculosis), complicated by an ulceration of the

tongue, and a case of cancer that was of general interest.46

The next week Dr. Hughes read his first essay, "the displace

ments of the uterus, their predisposing causes and preventive

and curative treatment." The physicians were pleased with the

paper and said it was a "comprehensive and well-digested re

vision of the subject."47 Dr. Childers followed at the next

two meetings with two interesting cases. The first was an

abscess of the liver, in which an abscess had discharged just

above the peak of the ilium, leaving "a sinus and slight

chronic discharge." The case brought on a discussion of all

abscesses in the groin, groin muscles, and liver.48 The second

case of Childers was a common wound or as he called it, "a case

of Vulvus selopticus of thigh lower third." His treatment, the

old-fashioned remedy for all open wounds, was one dram of car

bolic acid to a pint of water. It was successful and infection

4.9

was averted.

46Minutes of Medical Society, September 19, 1876, p. 41.

47Ibid . . September 26, 1876, p. 42.

48Jbid., January 30, 1877, p. 44.

49Ibid., February 6, 1877, p. 45.
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Following the elections in March, Dr. Hughes, the new

president, suggested that more and better essays could be ex

pected of members if they were given more time to prepare them.

He proposed that each member be notified two weeks before he was

to read his essay. The result was an increase in essays and

discussions. On April 10, Dr. Gibbs reported a case of hemorrhage

of the lungs following measles, thinking it "rather singular be

ing the first case of the kind that ever came under his observa

tion."50 Childers, Morton, and Beaumont reported other hemorrhage

cases they had known and then Beaumont read a short essay on ca

tarrhal ophthalmic, inflammation of the membrane in the nose pas

sages. The main object in the treatment of this type of influen

za was "to avoid doing to much ...."51 Childers, on May 1, read

a written report on congestion of the uterus with displacement,

which he treated by a local use of equal parts of carbolic acid

and glycerine, along with tonics and iron. The remedy was suc

cessful,52 though today treatment would be by surgery.

The remainder of the society's minutes recorded the un

happy occurrence of epidemics in April and May. Measles, whooping

5Minutes of Medical Society, April 10, 1877, p. 48.

51Ibid., April 10, 1877, p. 48.

52Ibid.. May 1, 1877, p. 50.
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cough, and malarial fevers were in epidemic form. A light case

of scarlet fever was reported to the society, though there were

so few cases jn the city that the members were not alarmed. Be

cause of the prevalence of children's diseases, however, the

society was uneasy about the use of condensed milk as food for

infants. The question of its value as a food was not settled,

and the society adjourned.03 By May 1, the epidemics of whoop

ing cough, malaria, and scarlet fever had disappeared. Measles

was not only present, but was on the increase.54 Luckily, the

disease never did develop into a frightening epidemic. The

society continued to meet, read essays, and discuss cases for

several years afterward. The minutes have been lost, however,

and, with them, a valuable record of medical history.

Notable Physicians between 1876 and 1879

An interesting occurrence in 1878 was the appearance in

the directory of three midwives and the first 'cancer doctor."

Mrs. M. Becker, Maria Hoffman, and Mary Ruedy lived on Main and

53Minutes of Medical Society, April 17, 1877, p. 49.

54Ibid., May 1, 1877, p. 50.
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Elm Streets. They advertised this old and rather specialized

form of nursing in the directory, though they never claimed to

be nurses.55 The "cancer doctor," Dr. Robert Smith, is the

first and one of the last ever to appear in the directories.

He lived in Dallas from 1878 to 1887 on the south side of

Columbia east of South Harwood56 and indulged in a specialized

practice of which general practitioners probably did not ap

prove. What his treatments were for cancer have not been re

corded .

Other doctors were known for their general practice. Dr.

John W. Jones lived and worked in Dallas from 1873 to after 1900.

He lived at 2l4 Pearl near San Jacinto and kept an office at

Patterson's Drugstore.57 Jones was a charter member of the 1876-

1877 county medical society58 and in l88l ran for health officer

against Field.59 Jones lost by only two votes. The doctor was

still practicing in Dallas in 1900.60

55Morrison and Company
'
s Directory for 1878-1879. pp.

103, 157.

56Ibid.. p. 167.

57Ibid., p. 111.

58Minutes of Medical Society, frontispiece.

59Minutes of the City Council, III, April 21, l88l, p. 375

6Dallas Directory for 1900, p. 505.
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Dr. Francis (Franz) Keller was a homeopathic physician

who came to Dallas before 1878. He joined William States Lee

in an office at 515 Main Street, upstairs, and took a residence

at a home on the southeast corner of Pacific Avenue and South

Sycamore.61 Lee and Keller practiced together as homeopathic

physicians and surgeons until 1883, when they separated.62

Keller practiced alone until 1887, after which time his name

is not recorded.

Dr. William States Lee was the more prominent of the

Lee and Keller partnership. Born in 1828,63 he came to Dallas

between 1873 and 1875, setting up a practice at 939 Elm Street.64

He joined Keller in 1878; and after the partnership was liqui

dated in 1883, he practiced alone as a homeopathic physician

and surgeon at an office above 6l2 Main Street.65 Lee died in

61Morrison and Company's Directory for 1878-1879. pp.

114, 120.

62Morrison and Fourmy's Directory, 1883-1884, p. 219 .

63Carlisle, Old Cemeteries of Dallas County (manuscript
records), n. p.

64Butterfield and Rundlett's Directory for 1875, p. 111.

65Morrison and Fourmy
'
s General Directory of the City

of Dallas, 1886-1887, p. 221.
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1889 and was buried at Greenwood Cemetery with his wife Cora

Jane, born 1824, died 1901 .66

It is not known whether Dr. Leonard Evans Locke and Dr.

Charles F. Locke were brothers. They probably were. Dr. L. E.

Locke, better known than Charles, was born December 17, 1832.

He came to Dallas about 1875, setting up an office at 515 Main

and a residence at the San Jacinto Hotel.67 On January 30,

1877, he was invited to sit in on a meeting of the Dallas Coun

ty Medical Society;7 and on April 17, he was again a guest .oi7

Dr. Locke practiced alone on Main Street until 1883, when he

joined the noted Ewing L. ("Shirt Front") Thompson in an office

at 707 Main Street.70 He remained there until his death on

February 9, 1884. He was buried at Greenwood Cemetery.71 Dr.

Charles F. Locke remained in Dallas only during 1878 and 1879.

He had an office above 409 Main Street, and he lived at

66Carlisle, Old Cemeteries of Dallas County (manuscript

records), n. p.

67Butterfield and Rundlett
'
s Directory for 1875. p. 113-

68Minutes of Medical Society, January 30, 1877, p. 44.

69Ibid., April 17, 1877, p. 49-

7oMorrison and Fourmy's Directory, 1883-1884, p. 201.

71Carlisle, Old Cemeteries of Dallas County (manuscript

records), n. p. Another source, Lindsley, History of Greater

Dallas , I, p. 136, says he died on February 18, 1884.
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his office.72 On August 16, 1878, he was made assistant quaran

tine physician under Dr. Knox McQueen.73

Dr. Gustavus Schiff, Dallas doctor from 1878 to 1895,

was born of Berghaus and Ethel Schiff in Lippe-Detmold, Germany,

August 30, 1833. He took his M.D. degree in January, 1856, from

Julio-Maximilian University, Wurzburg, Bavaria, and later worked

in the hospitals of Prague and Vienna. Schiff arrived in New

York in May, 1857. He practiced there for a time, then in Chi

cago until November, 1859, when he went to Memphis, Tennessee.

In December, 1859, he moved to Nashville; and, except for a

period during the Civil War when he served as an assistant

surgeon for the United States Army, he practiced in Nashville

until I878. Schiff moved to Dallas in January, 1878,74 and

took an office at 6l0 Main Street. The next year he ran for

health officer but lost to Dr. J. L. Carter.75 He was also

appointed to the Dallas board of health in January, 1880,76

72Morrison and Company's Directory for 1878-1879. p .

122, advertisement xii.

73Minutes of the City Council, II, August 16, 1878, p.
481.

74Memorial and Biographical History, pp. 492-493.

75Minutes of the City Council, III, April 29, 1879, p. 14

76Ibid., January 20, 1880, p. 147.
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and to the National Board of Pension Examiners under President

Arthur. He was reappointed by President Harrison and in 1892

was secretary of the board.77 Schiff is recorded as practicing

until 1895. He probably died in this year, though no records

of his burial have been found.

Druggists and Drugstores from 1876 to 1879

The firm of Hoyt and Coffin was perhaps the most im

portant during this period. The retail store was organized in

1878 by Arthur Coffin and Benjamin A. Hoyt and continued to

exist until only a few years after Coffin's death in 1884. It

was located at 743 Elm Street between Sycamore and College

Streets. Arthur Coffin was in Dallas by 1878 and was residing

at 448 Pacific Avenue.78 He died in 1884, but his estate con

tinued to function in partnership with Hoyt until 1886. Ben

jamin A. Hoyt was living at 748 Pacific Avenue in 1878.79 He

was in partnership from that time until 1886; but from 1886

to 1887 he kept his store alone.80

77Memorial and Biographical History, pp. 492-493.

78Morrison and Company's Directory for 1878-1879, p. 66.

79Morrison and Company's Directory for 1878-1879. p. 106.

8Morrison and Fourmy
'
s Directory, 1886-1887, p. 186.
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The wholesale and retail firm of Williams and Tolliver,

mentioned in the 1873-1875 period, continued to flourish in

the period from 1876 to 1879. Located at 409 Main, it offered

for sale photographic and dental supplies, oils, paints, glass,

and fancy goods.81 On March 18, 1879, the company won a con

tract with the city over the firm of Gale and Bright to sell to

the city hospital drugs at 20 cents per prescription.82 Zac

Tolliver, who was the proprietor along with Jacob Williams,

came to Dallas about 1878 and took a residence at the Windsor

Hotel.83 He married a Miss Rainey before 1880.84 More will

be said of the druggist later.

Although little is known of the druggist George T. At

kins, he did own a store in Dallas for many years, from 1878

to 1896. The wholesale and retail drug company was established

in 1878 at 577 Elm Street85 and its most famous commodity was

aiMorrison and Company's Directory for 1878-1879. p. 188.

82Minutes of the City Council, II, March 18, 1879, p. 577.

83Morrison and Company's Directory for 1878-1879. p. 178.

84Mrs. Leslie B. Clark to Marie Giles, February 22,
1950, conference .

85Morrison and Company's Directory for 1878-1879. p . 42 .
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rattlesnake oil.86 The owner of the company lived with the

well-known druggist, Henry C. Hoskins, of Hoskins and Howell

Drug Company87

The increase in the number of doctors and druggists in

Dallas from 1876 to 1879 was encouraging, as were the attempts

at founding a medical society. The most encouraging aspect,

however, was that private practice kept pace with the develop

ments in public health during the same period. Private prac

tice, designed to cure, had progressed to a more organized

medical service. At the same time, public health, designed to

prevent, was being developed by city authorities into a more

unified and coordinated benefit to the people of Dallas.

86Mrs. Leslie B. Clark to Marie Giles, February 22, 1950,

conference .

87Morrison and Company's Directory for 1878-1879. p . 42 .



CHAPTER VI

DEVELOPMENTS IN PUBLIC HEALTH

1876 - 1879

Sanitation and the City Health Department

The city's responsibility over public health and sani

tation was steadily increasing. On April 25, 1876, the coun

cil appointed a new board of health: Drs. H. K. Leake, chair

man;1 Stephen D. Thruston; T. W. Wiley; LaBaume Elliott; and

Health Officer Cornelius. The men were to serve until further

notice. They were not paid for their services and their duties

were to be like those of boards in other cities.2 According to

the city charter of 1876, however, their duties were more spe

cific. They and the city council were sovereign over the en

forcement of quarantine measures in case of contagious diseases,

the inspection of private premises for sanitary purposes, and

the necessary and healthful improvement of private homes. In

cidentally, the owners had to pay for the improvements by at

taching a first lien mortgage on the property.3

'"Red, Medicine Man, p. 170.

2Minutes of the City Council, II, April 25, 1876, p. 146.

3WPA, Safeguarding the Public Health, pp. 11-12.

179



180

Before governing private property, however, the city

had to take care of its own property, its streets and gutters.

On July 18, 1876, the council decided to levy a tax of l/4 of

1 per cent for the sole purpose of repairing streets and re

pairing and cleaning the drainage system.4 Later, Health Of

ficer Cornelius petitioned the council for a team of horses

and hands to clean up the streets and disinfect all thorough

fares and alleyways.5 Although the request was granted, Health

Officer Cornelius realized that an occasional cleaning was not

enough; so he asked the council that the Main Street sewer, if

nothing else, be cleaned and disinfected twice a week. He also

demanded that the holes of water on Ross Avenue and Camp and

Griffin Streets be cleared away.6 His request was granted. On

August 1, 1878, when the second yellow fever scare was at its

peak, Cornelius had to demand even more action from the city.

He asked that the city stop the excavating of all streets, that

gutters be cleaned, and that the entire street force be employed

to cleanse and disinfect the city.7

4Minutes of the City Council, II, July 18, 1876, p. 192.

5Ibid., II, April 20, 1878, p. 431.

6Ibid., II, May 7, 1878, p. 44l.

7Ibid . . II, August 1, I878, p. 473-
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The council and board of health controlled not only the

condition of streets and gutters, but also the supervision of

all public nuisances. All stock, dead or alive, was a part of

that control. An account of $5.00 against the city for the

burial of a dead horse found on the city street had to be

acknowledged and paid.8 Hogs were still the concern of the

city. The ordinance forbidding hogs within the city limits

was replaced by a law in 1876 allowing them in the city only

if they were penned. The ruling, however, was not sufficiently

enforced, because the local paper remarked, "The hogs who have

taken the contract to scavenge the streets have their mouths

full."9 Citizens were complaining and even Alderman Crowdus

urged the council to see that the "Hog Ordinance" be enforced.10

On the other side of the fence were those who felt the hogs

should again run loose in the city. A petition of citizens was

heard by the council on May 9, 1876, stating that hogs were

sMinutes of the City Council, II, June 13, 1876, pp. 175-
176.

9As quoted in WPA, Dallas Guide and History, pp. 00440-

00441.

10Minutes of the City Council, II, May 9, 1876, pp. 154-
155.
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useful as scavengers and should be released.11 Still more

amazing was the health officer's advice to release the hogs,

though for a different reason. During the yellow fever scare

of 1878, Cornelius stated that it would be wise to suspend the

hog ordinance in regard to penning hogs within the city limits,

because hog pens, when not kept clean, were a worse nuisance

than the hogs themselves.12 Another nuisance controlled by the

city was the stockyards. On August 20, 1878, a group of citi

zens petitioned the council for the removal of the stockyards

located on the main thoroughfare, Elm Street. The city stub

bornly sent an inspector out there, declared the yards in a

"good sanitary condition," and rejected the petition.13 With

in a year, however, the citizens won their way; and on June 17,

1879, stockyards were forbidden forever on Elm Street.14

October 10, 1879, saw the declaration by the city of a

new ordinance on nuisances. Any person carrying on any trade,

155.

i;LMinutes of the City Council, II, May 9, 1876, pp. 154-

12Ibid., II, August 1, 1878, p. 473-

13Ibid., II, August 20, 1878, p. 486.

14Ibid.. Ill, June 17, 1879, p. 55.
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business, or occupation injurious to the health of those resid

ing in the vicinity would be fined no less than $10.00 nor

more than $100.00. A fine of no less than $5.00 nor more than.

$100.00 would also be imposed on anyone who left a dead carcass

of any animal or deposited filth in any street or alley, ex

cept in places designated by the health officer.15 This ordi

nance was a necessity and a Messing in a town that by 1879 num

bered 14, 392.
16

The city also had control over the sale of fresh meats

and vegetables. To protect the citizens' health, the city coun

cil had previously closed all markets selling fresh foods, or

dering the proprietors to sell only at the city market, to be

established. On June 13, 1876, a group of the citizens peti

tioned the council against closing private markets when no other

market had been opened.17 The council acted quickly, however,

and on the same day passed an ordinance creating the city market.

The office of market master was also established, with the duty

of inspecting all meats and vegetables offered for sale at the

market. Upon discovering any to be "tainted or unsound," he had

'Ordinance Records, I, October 10, 1879, p. 385.

^Morrison and Fourmv
'
s Directory. 1883-1884, p. 29.

'Minutes of the City Council, II, June 13, 1876, p. 177 .
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to condemn it, have it removed or destroyed, and must arrest

the vender "and turn him or her over to the City Marshal."18

Quarantining was also a duty of the city and an impor

tant part of the sanitation laws. The yellow fever scare of

1873 was not the last. On August 1, 1878, an emergency coun

cil meeting was called by the mayor, in which he asked for "Ex

traordinary powers" to preserve the city against the yellow

fever epidemic then existing in New Orleans. Health Officer

Cornelius, the mayor said, had written that there were cases

in New Orleans, Shreveport, and Houston, and that something

should be done to stop the spread of the disease. The health

officer acted quickly. He ordered that all excavating of streets

must stop, gutters must be cleaned, a scavenger cart must be

built, and the whole street force must be employed to clean up

the city. He also advised the suspension of the ordinance

penning hogs within the city, because dirty hog pens were worse

than dirty hogs.19 Rigid quarantine was established; and all

areas infected with yellow fever were isolated from Dallas.20

18Ordinance Records, I, June 13, 1876, p. 293.

19Minutes of the City Council, II, August 1, 1878, p. 473.

2Ibid.. II, August 16, I878, p. 480.
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Citizens of Dallas were to report all transients in their homes

or hotels, who had come from infected areas.21 The quick action

of the council and the health officer again saved the city.

Changes in the City Hospital

Although the city hospital, on the northeast corner of

Columbia and South Lamar (6l6 South Lamar), was only three years

old in 1876, it had already become a blot on the city record.

It was a two-room frame shack (kitchen and one ward, with ad

joining privy), where cooking was done and into which men, women

and children were crowded. The location was ill-adapted to hos

pital purpose, being close to the flood area of the Trinity

River, in the midst of the South Lamar redlight district, and

surrounded by shabby cabins and residences . Only paupers and

emergency cases dared to seek help there;22 and any physician

who had to treat patients in the hospital displayed his medical

bag when he entered the district, to protect himself and his

reputation.23

2xMinutes of the City Council, II, August 16, 1878, p. 48l.

22WPA, Safeguarding the Public Health, pp. 12-13.

23WPA, Dallas Guide and History, p. 00426.
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The equipment of the hospital was very poor. Only

eighteen beds and scanty bedding were provided, along with a

table and benches where the patients ate. The diet consisted

of "tea, coffee, meat, baker's bread, soup, molasses, potatoes,

and such other vegetables as the grasshoppers have left in the

market."24 Operating facilities were primitive. There were

no instruments, except what the doctor brought with him, and

operations were performed under a swinging lamp before other

patients. Since screens on the windows were not supplied, flies

and mosquitoes swarmed about the damp and soggy grounds and

through the building. Sewage outlets were always choked with

filth and refuse, which was usually cleared only when a back

wash from the river flooded the hospital. Yet, even this hos

pital filled a need, serving 169 patients between April, 1875,

and April, 1876, with a mortality rate of only 7 per cent;25

and the health officer did do everything possible to keep the

place clean.

Some time after Drs. J. W. Crowdus and Marshall M. New

som were appointed to the standing committee on hospital on

24As quoted in WPA, Safeguarding the Public Health, p.

13.

2t>WPA, Safeguarding the Public Health, p. 13-
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April 10, 1876, they reported to the city council that the "Hos

pital is managed with regard for the comfort of the patients."26

The council was apparently happy with the report, for it re

appointed them to the committee the next year.27 The mayor,

however, was not so easily pleased. On April 23, 1877, he de

livered a special message to the council, in which he said:

I would respectfully state that owing to the increase

of our population the Hospital is not sufficient to ac

commodate all the sick, as they should be admitted

by the health officer, especially should we have con

tagious or infectious diseases of any kind. I would

therefore recommend that this matter be referred to

the Committee on Hospitals and that the Sanitary con

dition of the city be considered at all times by this

committee in conjunction with the Mayor.28

Another complaint, this one by the Dallas Herald for all the

city to read, appeared on May 28, 1876. The paper asserted that

the hospital was uncomfortably small and in a poor location, and

recommended that the building be sold and that the city and

county together purchase a thirty-acre lot "in a healthy loca

tion with plenty of fresh air and good water, within a couple of

26Minutes of the City Council, II, October 17, 1876, p. 2l8.

27Ibid., II, April 16, 1877, p. 283.

28Ibid., II, April 23, 1877, PP. 294-295.
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miles of the city."29 The hope was for a brick building, with

an adjoining farm to make the institution partially self-

supporting .

The mayor's aims were more reasonable; and, as a result,

they were soon carried out. On December 11, 1877, after de

liberation, the committee on hospital recommended that an in

credibly small wooden building, 18 feet square, be added to the

present hospital for the use of female patients. The report

was adopted and it was declared that the contract for building

would go to the lowest bidder.30 On January 3, 1878, J. L.

Loggins was paid $106.45 Hfor building addition to Hospital,"31

but the date is too early and the amount too small for this to

have been the women's addition. It was two years later before

the city opened bids for the building of an addition for women.

On October 7, 1879, the bid of James Frazier was accepted and a

contract was entered into.32 The addition was probably finished

late in 1879-

387.

29WPA, Safeguarding the Public Health, pp. 13-14.

3Minutes of the City Council, II, December 11, 1877, p.

31Ibid., II, January 3, 1878, p. 395.

^Ibid., Ill, October 7, 1879, p. 90.



189

Other improvements were granted between 1876 and 1879.

On November 5, 1878, the city purchased for $28.50 the first

surgical instruments the hospital ever owned.33 In December,

ice was first bought for the hospital.34 The most helpful de

velopment of all was through a resolution by the city council.

The mayor and health officer were ordered to make contracts

with a nurse or nurses at stipulated prices, whenever nursing

was needed for the sick or wounded at the city hospital. The

city was to pay for it.35 Instead of using convalescents or

paupers as nurses whenever the city was pressed for money, the

health officer now could hire healthy and qualified nurses as

he needed them.

Building of Dallas' First City-Owned Pest House

Early in 1876 there was a rumor that smallpox had broken

out in Dallas. Along the highways, placards nailed to trees

were found declaring that sixteen victims had died in one day

33Minutes of the City Council, II, November 5, 1878, p.
517.

34Ibid., II, December 3, 1878, p. 526.

35Ibid., II, September 5, 1876, p. 205.
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and that the disease had only begun its sweep. The Dallas

Herald snorted that there was a greater chance of catching small

pox on an open prairie than in Dallas, and threatened to horse

whip the rumor-mongers if they were ever caught.36

Even if the originators of the rumor were malicious, at

least they stirred the city to action. There are no records on

lands deeded or contracts let to build the pest house; however,

whenever it is mentioned in the council minutes, it is called

the Main Street pest house. By February 29, 1876, the committee

on hospitals was able to report that the pest house building

was in the process of construction, and on the same day, the

council instructed the city secretary to issue Cox and Carter a

treasury warrant of $125.00 to pay for the materials used in

the building.38 Finally, on March 7, 1876, the hospital commit

tee reported happily that the long -hoped-for pest house was

finished.39

118.

36WPA, Safeguarding the Public Health, pp. 17-18.

37Minutes of the City Council, II, February 29, 1876, p.

38Ibid., II, February 29, 1876, p. 119.

39Ibid.. II, March 7, 1876, p. 122.
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City Health Officers; Cornelius (1875-1879)

and Carter (l879-l88l)

From 1876 to 1879 Health Officer Cornelius continued in

office just as he had for three years; he had won another year's

term on April 11, 1876, over R. W. Allen, Childers, Beaumont,

McQueen, Campbell, and Momand.40 His duties and responsibili

ties were increasing. An ordinance was passed on November 12,

1877,
41

and dated on November 29, 1877, by the council which

stated that Cornelius must discover any public nuisances, stop

them with the help of the police department, and bring charges

where unsanitary conditions were found to exist. He might hire

a horse, cart, and scavenger for the purpose. He must report

to the council every two months on the general state of public

health and of the two hospitals, and suggest any additional

sanitary measures. It was also his duty to attend all sick

prisoners, patients in the city hospital and pest house, and

anyone found ill or wounded on the streets and taken in charge

by the police.42 Quarantining of individuals was another duty

4Minutes of the City Council, II, April 11, 1876, p. 137 .

41Ebid., II, November 12, 1877, p. 372.

42WPA, Safeguarding the Public Health, p. 12.
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of the health officer; and it meant that Cornelius often had to

direct and perform the police work of quarantining personally.43

Other duties were the supervision of the burial grounds, disposi

tion of deceased persons, and death certificates. On May 1,

1877, the health officer and the hospital committee were in

structed to investigate the public burial grounds to see if they

must be removed outside the city limits.44 An ordinance regulat

ing the burial of the dead was passed on August 27, 1879, which

gave the health officer more duties. It stated that every prac

ticing physician was required, whenever a patient under his care

died, to furnish a certificate of the death and its cause to the

undertaker. The certificate should include the age, sex, color,

residence, and occupation of the deceased, and whether married

or single, when, however, no physician attended the patient at

his death, the health officer must furnish the certificate as

complete as possible. Immediately after burial the undertaker

should deliver the certificate to the city sexton for registra

tion. The city sexton, in turn, must report all burials occurring

43WPA, Dallas Guide and History, p. 00441.

44Minutesof the City Council, II, May 1, 1877, p. 324.
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in the last week every Saturday evening to the health officer.45

A restriction laid on the health officer was recorded

in the minutes. The council resolved that "the Health Officer

is not authorized to furnish provisions or medicines to any

persons except those afflicted with contagious diseases or in

mates of the hospital."46 The resolution was clearly unfair to

the indigent residing at home and afflicted with, say, a heart

ailment or cancer. Cornelius probably did not take the restric

tion too seriously, because on October 17, he visited the sick

and destitute Jackson family at home and furnished them sup

plies.47

After re-election in April, 1876, Dr. Cornelius served

three more terms as health officer. He was re-elected on April 17,

1877, and again on April 16, 1878, the vote being San Field 1,

Thruston 2, and Cornelius 5.48 In 1879, the year that the posi

tion of state health officer was created, another election

for health officer was held in the city council. Cornelius, Dr.

45Ordinance Records, I, August 27, 1879, p. 377.

46Minutes of the City Council, II, April 18, 1876, p. 142.

47Ibid., II, October 17, 1876, p. 219.

48Ibid., II, April l6, 1878, p. 425.
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Paul Carrington, Dr. Gustavus Schiff, and Dr. J. L. Carter op

posed one another; and on April 29, 1879, Carter was elected.49

He was to be paid $300.00 per year, instead of the $600.00 Cor

nelius had received.50

Dr. John L. Carter, former city physician of Jackson,

Mississippi, and superintendent of the Mississippi Deaf and Dumb

Institute, served as health officer from April 29, 1879, to

April 25, l88l, and later a long term, from May 6, 1884, to

May 12, 1890. Carter was born on September 3, 1833, at Scooby Post

Office, Kemper County, Mississippi. He attended the University of

Virginia, transferring to the University of Pennsylvania School of

Medicine to receive his degree in 1857. The subject of his thesis

was "Anaesthesia." Shortly after his marriage to Miss Lucy Cope

Lewis of New Orleans, Carter joined the Confederate Army in April,

l86l. He was in the field service, first with the Twelfth Missis

sippi Regiment, later the Fifty-First Virginia Infantry. From

1863 to 1865 he served as a surgeon; and by the time the war was

over, he had become surgeon- in-charge of the general hospital,

Jackson, Mississippi.51

49Minutes of the City Council, III, April 29, 1879, p. 14.

5Ibid.. Ill, April 29, 1879* p. 17
v

51WPA, Safeguarding the Public Health (The Men), pp. 3-4.
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With his wife and family of girls, Dr. Carter moved to

Dallas in I876.52 He began the practice of medicine and within

three years had been elected Dallas' second health officer. He

finished his term on April 25, l88l, and renewed the practice

of medicine, only to be re-elected health officer on May 6, 1884.

During the second term he wrote an essay on "Portable Water,"

which was published. Also he served seven years as pension

examiner in Dallas for the United States Army.53 Carter's offices

were at the city hall, city hospital, and 739 Main corner of

Murphy,54 until May 12, 1890, when he was defeated in a city

council election by Dr. William Reid Wilson.55 He continued

the practice of medicine until 1895, a year before his death

in April, 1896.56 Carter was buried in Greenwood Cemetery with

his wife, born l84l, died l882.57

52WPA, Safeguarding the Public Health (The Men), p. 4.

Red, Medicine Man, p. 171, says he came to Dallas in 1878.

53WPA, Safeguarding the Public Health (The Men), p. 4.

54Morrison and Fourmy's Directory, 1889-1890, p. 89.

55Minutes of the City Council, XII, May 12, 1890, p. 317-

56WPA, Safeguarding the Public Health (The Men), p. 4.

57Carlisle, Old Cemeteries of Dallas County (manuscript

records), n. p.
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Short History of the Office of City Chemist.

1878-1896

The office of city chemist was declared established by

the city council on May 8, 1878.58 Two days later, the ordi

nance officially establishing the office and defining its func

tion was passed. The city chemist was to be selected by the

city council each May and was to serve a one-year term. His

chief duty was the chemical analysis of all food and drink which

he thought to be adulterated or which any member of the city

council or board of health asked him to examine. He must also

analyze all milk, vinegar molasses, or liquors on request of

any buyer or seller, the mayor, or the city council; and, at the

request of the health officer, examine the air and water of the

city. He was to report to the city council once every six months.

Against anyone who sold or exposed for sale any adulterated or

injurious food or drink, he was allowed to impose a fine, not

to exceed $50.00.59 Another duty, which was given to the chemist

by resolution on August 4, l88l, was the inspection of coal tar

so

for medicinal purposes.

58Minutes of the City Council, II, May 8, 1878, p. 442.

59Ordinance Records, I, May 10, 1878, pp. 352-353-

soMinutes of the City Council, III, August 4, l88l, p. 324.
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The pay of the city chemist varied. An ordinance of

December 21, l88l, declared it was to be $120.00 per annum.

At that time, the health officer was getting the meager salary

of $720.00; yet, compared to the chemist, he was overpaid.61

The chemist's pay was raised by ordinance on February 6, 1893,

to $600.00 a year, still not sufficient, but a great improve

ment over his former salary.62

Who was first appointed city chemist is not certain; it

was probably the druggist, L. Myers Conner. On December 2, 1879,

the city chemist appeared before the city council with a peti

tion, although the contents of the petition were not mentioned,

nor was the name of the chemist.63 The first mention of the

name of the city chemist was on August 4, l88l, when L. Myers

Conner was elected city chemist by the council.64 He served for

a year and on July 6, 1882, was replaced by Gustav A. Eisenlohr.65

Oi0rdinance Records, I, December 21, l88l, p. 486.

620rdinance Records of the City of Dallas (manuscript
records in office of the city secretary), VII, March 5, 189 -

July 8, 1893, February 6, 1893, p. 339.

63Minutes of the City Council, III, December 2, 1879, p.
125.

64Ibid., Ill, August 4, l88l, p. 327.

65Minutes of the City Council (manuscript records in the
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How long Eisenlohr remained chemist is not known. From 1891 to

1894 Dr. G. W. Grove, druggist and physician, filled the office;

and from 1894 to 1896 Conner was again the chemist.66 The posi

tion of city chemist was abolished forever by ordinance on De

cember 5, 1896, and the duties were from then on discharged by

the health officer.67

Establishment of the City-County Hospital System.

1875-1879

The modern Dallas city-county hospital system had its

origins in the early history of the city. There was always a

strong desire for cooperation between city and county authori

ties in caring for the indigent sick; but the cooperation was

not easily achieved. The main reason for this was that the

city resented the casualness with which the county shoved coun

ty paupers into the city hospital, and as a result, on December 4,

1873, ordered the hospital committee to confer with the county

office of the city secretary), City of Dallas, Vols. I-XXVI,

September 19, 1868March 11, 1901, IV, June 14, 1882 - November 4,

1884, July 6, 1882, p. 14.

66Jack6on, Sixty Years in Texas , p. 226.

67Committee on Codification, Code of the City of Dallas,

November 7, 1898, Article 166, pp. 142-143.
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commissioners' court about the city's free treatment of county

paupers. The city demanded that the county pay for the serv

ice.68 On February 11, 1874, the council ordered the health

officer to "make out an Account against the County for care and

board of sick Paupers."69 Not much was done by the end of 1874,

however; for on December 15, the mayor in desperation wrote a

letter to the council urging it to promote the organization of

a benevolent society.70 Something had to be done for the des

titute, and the city was not qualified to accept the entire

burden. The county finally did respond, however, by agreeing

to pay for county patients in the city hospital; but this was

still not enough. On August 1, 1876, Health Officer Cornelius

reported that Dallas was suffering from the selfishness of

neighboring towns and the railroad, both of which were sending

their sick to the city hospital to be cured at the expense of

the city.71 Immediately, the members passed a resolution that

the use of the city hospital and all its conveniences was to be

68Minutes of the City Council, I, December 4, 1873, PP.

318-319.

69Ibid., I, February 11, 1874, p. 36O.

7Ibid., I, December 15, 1874, p. 642.

71Ibid., II, August 1, 1876, p. 195.
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only for the city and county and ordered that the resolution be

put in the Daily Commercial for three months.72 This was not

directed at the county, since it had for some time been paying

for its patients in the city hospital.

The first assuring sign of cooperation between the city

and county came on September 16, 1876, when the city council

appointed a committee to confer with a similar committee of the

county. Together, they were to purchase a farm and hospital

outside Dallas, to be used as a poor house.73 Unfortunately,

the plan was regarded as impractical, and the committee was

discharged.74 The county, meantime, continued to pay dues to

the city hospital for the care of its sick.

On November 1, 1877, however, the council decided that

there was no longer room in the hospital for any except the

sick of the city. It instructed the health officer not to ac

cept anyone in the hospital living out of the city limits, or who

was living out of the corporate limits at the time of becoming

sick. At the same time, the city asked the commissioners' court

72Minutes of the City Council, II, August 15, 1876, p.
201.

73Ibid., II, September 19, 1876, p. 210.

74Ibid., II, October 3, 1876, p. 214.
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to see what arrangement it could make for the care of sick

county paupers.75 In the latter part of 1877, the county pur

chased from William J. Keller 339 acres of land near Hutchins.

A small red-brick, one-story building was erected as an infirmary

(which was torn down only in 19^1), and was opened to all

paupers, prisoners, and mental cases of the county.76 Sick

paupers were treated; and prisoners were put to work repairing

roads and raising cotton and cattle. A physician, who was

later called "physician to the lunatics," was put in charge.77

This county convalescent home near Hutchins lifted much of the

burden from the city hospital and provided the foundation on

which the city-county hospital system was established.

75Minutes of the City Council, II, November 1, 1877, p.

363.

76Walsh, Report of A Survey of the Dallas City-County

Hospital System (mimeographed report), p. 2.

77As quoted in WPA, Safeguarding the Public Health, p. 14.



CHAPTER VII

PROMINENT PHYSICIANS IN DALLAS

FROM 1880 TO 1900

Medical Practice and Cultisms

in the Eighties and Nineties

According to one source, there were sixty-five physi

cians practicing in Dallas in 1885.1 The practice of these

physicians was still somewhat primitive. In their diagnosis

they did not yet accept the germ theory of disease, nor in treat

ment did they use asepsis as a precaution against infection. The

erroneous theory of "laudable pus" was in common practice;2 and

quinine, the cupping glass, and strong emetics were considered

invaluable in solving any medical problem.

The education of the early doctor was meager. He first

read medicine under a "qualified preceptor," who had to have a

diploma from some medical college. The next step was an appli

cation for admission to a medical school, the only prerequisites

for which were a high school diploma or the equivalent, and a

certificate "signed by any reputable doctor that the student had,

XWPA, Dallas Guide and History, p. 00427.

2Loc. cit.
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under his directions as a preceptor, given reasonable study to

it3

fundamental branches of the sciences. Instead of the four

years now required, medical school then lasted only two years.

The student took a smattering of almost every science the first

year, only to repeat it in more detail the second year. Lectures

on anatomy, physiology, chemistry, the practice of medicine, ob

stetrics, and surgery constituted the curriculum. The all-

important course in human anatomy consisted of lectures and the

dissection of unclaimed bodies snatched on the sly before or im

mediately after they were buried in paupers* grounds.4 Following

graduation, the new doctor was ready for practice, with none of

the modern internships and residencies to delay him. With a medi

cal degree, perhaps even from a medical school of questionable re

putation, he was exempt from examination by the district board, so

he merely registered his diploma with the county clerk and hung

out his shingle. The important difference between early and mod

ern requirements, however, is that the doctor did not have to have

his degree to practice. He could practice without ever having at

tended any medical college. All that was required was that he

3Charles McDaniel Rosser, Doctors and Doctors , p. 57.

4Ibid.. pp. 57-59.
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pass an examination before a district board and receive a cer

tificate.5 Dr. C. M. Rosser, who practiced in Dallas until his

death in the 1940s, attended the University of Louisville Medi

cal College from 1884 to 1885, obtained his certificate, prac

ticed for two years in Texas, then returned to finish medical

college from 1887 to 1888. It was more common than not for a

medical student to finance his medical career by practicing medi

cine while still in school.

The district examining boards, one in each district, were

the only reviewers of the doctors' qualifications. Under the

state law of 1879, each district board was composed of three

doctors appointed by the district judge.6 One of the doctors

was usually the judge1 s family physician, the second perhaps had

aided in his candidacy, and the third might give similar help in

the next election. Whether or not they were appointed on po

litical grounds, however, their examinations were undoubtedly

influenced at times by personal consideration. An imaginary il

lustration of the personal character of the examinations is sup

plied by Rosser:

5Rosser, Doctors and Doctors, pp. 67-68.

6Reyised Statutes of Texas (1879), Articles 3625-3638,

pp. 515-516.
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"John, how long did you go to medical college
at Memphis?"

"Well, doctor, I went four months; no, four and

a half months, countin' goin* and comin'."

"All right, I've asked you four questions and

you haven't answered but one of them correctly."

"Which one is that, Doc?"

"The time you said you didn't know. It was

pretty hard on your old man to get up the money to

send you to school, and I want you to pass. Now,

tell me something you do know and I'll ask you that.

"You might try this one: What are rabies and

what would you do for them?"

"Babies, Doctor, are Jewish priests. I wouldn't

do a darn thing for them."'

When the doctor reached Dallas, his only requirement to prac

tice was to register his name with the health officer in com

pliance with an ordinance saying, "No physician or midwife

shall practice his or her profession in the City of Dallas be

fore calling on the City Health Officer and registering his

or her name in a book to be kept for that purpose."8 There

were no other legal restrictions on the doctor's practice.

7Rosser, Doctors and Doctors, pp. 67-69.

8Committee on Codification, Code of the City of Dal

las, Part II, Chapter II, Ordinance 258, June 11, 1892, p.

377.
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A tyro in the practice of medicine had much to learn.

If he wished to accumulate money, he followed the advice of one

of Rosser1 s professors:

It will be your first business to decide on a loca

tion. My advice is, go where there are people and

money and stay there as long as there is either. Get

you an office and remember the wise words of Franklin,
"Keep thy shop and it will keep thee." Wait patient
ly for some damn fool to send for you. Go without

standing on the order of going, else you may be pre
ceded by a less competent competitor. When you get
there, the first thing is to find out what is the mat

ter. This too often you will be totally unable to do.
In the meantime, give them a little more quinine
I thank you, gentlemen.9

The new doctor also had to learn what were the ethical restric

tions on his practice. If he was reputable, he was usually asked

to join the city, county, state, or national medical associations.

If he joined, he automatically restricted his own practice, be

cause the society members watched him closely for any word or

deed which might be unbecoming to a physician or in violation of

the accepted code of ethics. Dr. Daniel W. Momand was severely

reprimanded for attempting an operation on a horse. Dr. Godfrey

Beaumont, following an accepted method, once wrote a prescrip

tion in pencil. Someone erased his writing and supplanted it

9Rosser, Doctors and Doctors, pp. 91-92.
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with a prescription of poison, and as a result, Beaumont was

called before the medical society. After his explanation was

heard, the society ordered all prescriptions from then on to be

written in ink.10 A third phase of the young physician's educa

tion was in learning what fees he might charge. The average was

$1.00 for an office visit or curbstone prescription, $2.00 for a

home visit, and $10.00 for a case of confinement, which some

times involved bathing and dressing babies of ailing mothers.

Fifty cents was added to the bill for every mile traveled out

of the corporate limits.11 A fourth and most important lesson

the young doctor had to learn was how to compete with other

doctors. A reputation for few fatalities and painless child-

births, the last achieved by chloroform, was of course the best

salesmanship. Next to that was rated a handsome, dignified ap

pearance and an elegant dress. In smaller towns the silk top

hat and Prince Albert coat were Sunday wear; but in Dallas they

became the professional uniform of the doctor. "All [physicians]

wore Prince Albert coats and top hats regardless of time and

10Mrs. Leslie B. Clark to Marie Giles, May 10, 1950, con

ference .

1
'""Dallas Doctor Will Describe Distinguished 59-Year

Career," in Times Herald , June 5, 19^7.
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weather,
Mx2

and many grew beards and whiskers to add age and

dignity to their appearance. Another method of competition

among doctors was "in the matter of elegant carriages, tall

teams, and liveried drivers who opened the doors for the busy

doctors they were hauling about."13 Dr. C. M. Rosser went into

debt during his first days in Dallas so that he might replace his

"nag and rig" with "an elegant horse and a window-glassed piano -

box buggy."14 The rivalry for elegance even extended to hiring

colored boys to hold the whips and groom the horses. If a doc

tor was unable to compete through medical superiority or elegant

appearance, he advertised. Dr. William Reynaud, a native of

Louisiana, who held consultations in French and English, sug

gested that everyone come to him because "This gentleman is a

physician of large experience, and one of the most successful

practitioners in the city . . . ."15 He left Dallas after a

year's practice. Another practitioner with a short-lived career

in Dallas advertised:

Rosser, Doctors and Doctors , p. 111.

13Loc. cit.

14Ibid., p. 101.

15Lawson and Sdmondson's Directory. 1873, pp. 19, 36.
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One of the greatest misfortunes that befall a man is

for him to become so addicted to strong drink that

it is impossible for him to control his appetite.
... In walking about the streets of the city one

daily meets dozens of men who would barter half they

possess for a remedy that they feel sure would re

lieve them forever of their insatiable craving for

stimulants. That such a remedy has been found there

can no longer be a doubt. Dr. T. G. Hammer, who is

at present in the city and stopping at the St. James

Hotel, has for several years been performing cures

all over Texas that have been a surprise not only to

the friends of the parties relieved, but even to the

parties themselves. There are over 600 men in the

State who willingly testify to his ability to do what

he claims. Call on or write to him if you are suffer

ing from the effects of too much whisky.16

Although the methods of competition among the early doc

tors were liberal in comparison with modern standards, they were

limited even then by the doctors' code of ethics. The code, ob

served by most reputable physicians, was described by Dr. C. M.

Rosser:

While protesting against noisy notoriety as unbecom

ing, it regards reputation as an asset not to be dis

turbed. It objects to flagrant and charlatan methods

of advertisement, but understands that continuously

correct living and deserved success entitles a pre

eminence for which there need be neither explanation

'Advertisement in Dallas News. October 1, 1885, p. 8.
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nor apology, [it requires] modesty with merit,

conscience with competency, and candor with cour-

age.17

Most doctors observed the code. There were, however, cults and

pseudo-scientific systems of practice which were regarded as

disreputable by many doctors. The most important of these were

homeopathy, allopathy, and eclecticism. The first, according

to Dr. Rosser, was based on the "nonsensical theory that a medi

cine, which given in sufficient doses for apparent results, would

be the best treatment and more potent for cure when in broken

doses infinitesimmally small or diluted to the extent that there

would be no appreciable reaction."18 Homeopathic physicians at

tempted to cure by administering drugs which might produce ef

fects similar to the symptoms of the patient. Opposing the

homeopaths were the allopathic physicians, who hoped to cure by

administering drugs to produce effects different from the pa

tient 's symptoms. The third group of practitioners, the eclectic

physicians, advocated the botanical and herb remedies, though

they never prescribed calomel or any other mineral. Their name

originated from their claim to choose the best from all symptoms.

Rosser, Doctors and Doctors . p. 233.

*Ibid.. p. 124.
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All these members of the "medical underworld" were practi

tioners "turned loose by pseudo-scientific medical institu

tions," and because they did not assume the obligations placed

on physicians by the code of ethics, they practiced freely and

lucratively for many years, until their popularity died i.* the

1920s. It must be remembered, however, that the pseudo-scientific

practitioners were no more poorly trained than regular physicians.

They were merely general practitioners who supported a different

system of cures and ones which were opposed by regular doctors.

These were graduates of medical schools and were well qualified,

although their cures have long since become antiquated. It was

the specialists who were more in danger of breaking the doctor's

code of ethics by incompetency and ignorance of medicine. The

reason for this was that some of the specialists were not spe

cialists at all but general practitioners who had become burdened

by a general practice and cast it aside in order to specialize in

some particular field. They deceived the public by bruiting it

about that they were more qualified in a particular field than

the non-specialist, though they might have had less experience and

training in the field. There were, however, Dallas doctors who

were well qualified to specialize and who were above any possible

19Rosser, Doctors and Doctors, pp. 124, 284-287.
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criticism. In fact, it is to them and to the qualified non-

specialists, who incidentally were far in the majority, that

Dallas owes the progress of private practice.

Dentists Arriving between 1880 and 1900

^>

Among the dentists to settle in Dallas before 1900 was

V

Charles Franklin Barham. A doctor of dental surgery, he was

born in Arkansas in September, 1853, as the son of J. M. and

Lucy J. (Greer) Barham. He entered Vanderbilt University in

1878, graduating as a doctor of dental surgery in 1885.20 Be

ginning his practice first in Hope, Arkansas, he moved in 1886

to Terrell, Texas, and in 1887 to Dallas. Barham practiced in

Dallas from 1887 to after 1900, and in 1896 was a partner in

the practice of dentistry with Dr. Calvin S. Bingham.21 His

death date has not been found.

Another dentist was Dr. Robert H. Blair, son of Thomas H.

and Mary J. (Colvin) Blair. Born in Alabama in 1865, he entered

the University of Alabama at fourteen, graduating when he was

eighteen. He moved first to Terrell, Texas, and in 1884 to

Polk*s Dental Register of the United States and Canada.

1900-1901, p. 598.

21Memorial and Biographical History, p. 366.
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Dallas. After studying dentistry in Dallas with Dr. John C.

Storey, he registered in the Baltimore College of Dentistry.

He was graduated in 1888 and returned to Dallas for a year and

a half's practice with his preceptor.22 In February, 1889, he

opened an office of his own on the third floor of the North

Texas Bank Building, in which he practiced until after 1900.23

The date of his death is not known.

Dr. Price 0. Cheaney, who was both a physician and a

dentist, was born May 2, 1859. He came to Dallas in l88l to

practice dentistry but left soon to enter the Baltimore College

of Dental Surgery. In 1884 he was graduated and returned to

Dallas . He practiced in Dallas for eight years but left again

to attend the Haskell Post-Graduate School of Prosthetic Den

tistry in Chicago. After finishing in 1893, he remained in

Chicago where the following year he is listed as graduating from

two schools, Northwestern College of Dental Surgery24 and the

National Medical University of Chicago as a regular physician.25

Memorial and Biographical History, pp. 658-659.

23Directory of Dallas. 1891-1892, p. 632.

24Polk's Dental Register. 1900-1901, pp. 598-599.

25Polk's Medical Register. 1902, p. 1872.
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He also attended the Chicago School of Science in 1896 and Dun

ham Medical College in Chicago in 1900. Although Cheaney spent

time out of Dallas, he is listed in the directories from l88l

to 1900 as a practicing dentist except from 1892 to 1897, when

his name is absent. He opened a dental school in Dallas, the

Southwestern Post-Graduate School of Prosthetic Dentistry,

which was in operation in 1900. His wife, Porah, born in i860,

died in 1896 and was buried at Greenwood Cemetery. Cheaney

died November 18, 1928, and was also buried there.26

Two other important dentists were Dr. Josiah G. Fife and

Dr. James W. Gurley, who both came to Dallas in 1890. Fife was

a graduate of the Baltimore College of Dental Surgery. After

his arrival in Dallas, he became secretary and treasurer of the

Texas Dental Association and in 1900 was editor of the Texas

Dental Journal.27 Gurley, a doctor and dentist, is listed as

practicing in Dallas from 1890 to 1896. He was born in South

Carolina September 18, 1840, as the son of Martin a. and Isa

bella (Youngblood) Gurley. In January, 1852, at the age of

26Carlisle, Old Cemeteries of Dallas County (manuscript
records), n.p.

27Polk's Dental Register, 1900-1901, p. 599.
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twelve, he accompanied a group of gold miners to California. He

worked as a miner and a clerk in San Francisco and Sacramento

and in 1864, with no dental college training, began to practice

dentistry. On September 21, 1866, he left the West to enter

Pennsylvania Dental College, Philadelphia. He was graduated in

1867 and after practicing in New Jersey and Pennsylvania for a

year, he moved to Anderson, South Carolina, in 1868. There he

married Miss Julia Fant. From 1872 to 1874 Gurley attended

Maryland University Medical College to obtain an M.D. degree.

After graduation he practiced in Atlanta, Georgia, and Nashville,

Tennessee, and in 189O he came to Dallas. He gained a reputation

here from 1890 to 1896 as a dentist and specialist in operations

on the eye, ear, nose, and throat, and in 1896 was practicing

dentistry with Drs. H. Frank Dickerson and Ernest T. Cox.28

Gurley 's death date is not recorded.

Dr. Creighton Ruxton Skelton, son of Elizabeth (Ruxton)

Skelton, was born in Pennsylvania October 9, 1852. He studied

dentistry under a preceptor, Dr. A. B. Bell, and at the Univer

sity of Michigan, Ann Arbor. He is not listed as graduating

from any medical school, however, only as a registered dentist.

'Memorial and Biographical History, pp. 777-780.
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He practiced first in Minnesota and in 1888 moved to Dallas,

practicing here until after 1900.29 With a residence in Dallas

of 56 years, Skelton died in Dallas, February 6, 1944, and was

buried at Greenwood Cemetery.30

Two dentists to come to Dallas in the late l880s were

Dr. Harry Sawyer Thomas, son of the early Dallas physician and

dentist, Dr. William Thomas, and Dr. George Wilkins. Thomas

attended the Chicago College of Dental Surgery,31 though he is

not listed as graduating. He practiced in Dallas from 1886 to after

1900 with his father. His death date has not been located. Dr.

George Wilkins, son of George and Elizabeth (Cranfield) Wilkins,

was born in North Carolina in about 1853. He first moved to In

diana and later began the study of dentistry in Chicago under a

preceptor. In May, l88l, he married a i4iss Reavis of North Caro

lina. Wilkins is not registered as having attended a dental school.

In 1878 he came to Texas, moving from city to city as a traveling

dentist, and in about 1888 he came to Dallas.32 He practiced

here until after 1900 and as a dental surgeon advertised:

2aMemorial and Biographical History, p. 4l8.

3Records of Deaths, City of Dallas, 1887-1951, manu

script records in Bureau of Vital Statistics, 34 MF 471.

31Memorial and Biographical History, p. 4l3.
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Solicits different cases in dentistry, especially

those that have proved failures at the hands of

other dentists.3

Wilkins died in Dallas January 20, 1917; and was buried in Court-

ney, North Carolina.

Homeopathic and Allopathic Physicians

and Surgeons before 1900

Homeopathy and allopathy, two opposed systems of medi

cine, though disapproved of by regular physicians and special

ists, were very popular methods of practice. They were liked

by laymen, and many doctors who had graduated from regular

medical colleges were convinced enough of their merit to attend

homeopathic or allopathic medical schools to learn the system.

Homeopathy was the preferred system in the eighties and nine

ties, though after the turn of the century, both cults disap

peared .

^Memorial and Biographical History, pp . 801-802 .

33The Evans and Worley Directory of the City of Dallas ,

1897, p. 440.

34Records of Deaths, City of Dallas, 1887-1951, manu

script records in Bureau of Vital Statistics, Dallas, Volume 6,

registered number 110.
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The most respected group of homeopaths in Dallas was a

family trio of a father and two sons. The father, Dr. Andrew P.

Davis, was born in Allegheny County, New York, March 10, 1835,

as the son of Dr. George W. and Jane (Harwood) Davis. After

attending Wabash College in Indiana, he began the study of eclec

ticism in l86l, changing to the study of allopathy at Rush Medi

cal College, Chicago. He graduated in 1866 and for eleven years

practiced allopathy in Indiana and Illinois.35 Turning to homeo

pathy, he registered at the Pulte Homeopathic Medical College,

Cincinnati, where he graduated in 1877, after studying both

homeopathy and ophthalmology. He practiced then in Terre Haute,

Indiana, and a short time in Corsicana, Texas, where he became

the town's first homeopathic physician. In 1879 Davis returned

north for a six-months' course at the New York Ophthalmic Col

lege , and in 1880 he settled permanently in Dallas . Upon arrival

he advertised:

Treats all forms of Acute and Chronic Diseases of the

Eye and Ear. Furnishes Medicines, Tests, Refractions

and prescribes the proper glasses.36

'Memorial and Biographical History, pp. 381-382.

'Gillespie and Work's Directory, l88l-l882, p. 12.
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He called himself a homeopathic physician and an oculist and

aurist, though in the nineties he did mostly orificial surgery.37

Dr. Davis is not mentioned in any records after 1896. Edward E.

Davis, son of Andrew P. and Iva J. (Elkins) Davis, was a graduate

in 1883 of Hahnemann Medical College and Hospital, Chicago, a

homeopathic college. He came to Dallas the same year and from

1884 to I885 practiced homeopathy with his brother, Fergus S.

Davis. From 1886 on, he officed alone until 1894 when he joined

Dr. Isaac West. After 1898 he practiced homeopathy alone.30 Dr.

Fergus S. Davis, the other son of Dr. A. P. and Iva J. (Elkins)

Davis, was born October 25, 1858, in Clay County, Indiana. After

graduating from Hahnemann Medical College in 1883, he came to

Dallas where he studied under his father for a year and then

joined his brother in a homeopathic practice. The brothers ad-

vertised:

Homeopathic Physicians and Surgeons. General Practi

tioners, Chronic Diseases and Diseases of Women and

Children. Also of Eye and Ear. Hemorrhoids (Piles)
Cured in 10 to 15 Days Without the Use of a Knife, a

Cure Guaranteed. We Have Telephone Connection. Office

Hours. 8-12 a.m.: 2-5 p.m.: 7-8 p.m.3

3yHill (ed.), History of Greater Dallas. II, p. 238.

38Polk's Medical Register, 1902, p. 1872.

39Morrison and Fourmy's Directory, 1884-1885, p. 118.
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After 1887 Davis practiced alone. On November 10, 1887, he

married Mary Hill, daughter of "Waid Hill, and they had one

child, Raymond Hill Davis.40 Davis was still practicing homeo

pathy in 1900.

Another family of homeopaths, the Thatcher brothers,

were well known in Dallas. The older, Dr. Wilbur F. Thatcher,

son of William and Rebecca (Craig) Thatcher, was born near To

ledo, Ohio, March 28, 1846. In 1863 he enlisted in the United

States Army in the Third Ohio Cavalry, Company L. After re

ceiving a diploma from the homeopathic college at Detroit,

Michigan, he took graduate courses in gynecology at several hos

pitals in Chicago. Thatcher married Margaret J. Craig in 1876.

In 1882 he moved to Texas, settling in Paris, and in 1887, he

came to Dallas. He practiced first with his younger brother,

John E. Thatcher, then with Dr. Frank Hines and later with Dr.

Thomas J. Crow. By 1900 he was with his brother again.41

Thatcher died in Dallas December 24, 1917, and was buried in

Oakland Cemetery.42 Dr. John E. Thatcher, son of William and

Lavinia F. (Lantz) Thatcher, was born in Centerville, Appanoose

4
Hill (ed.), History of Greater Dallas. II, p. 238.

41Memorial and Biographical History, p. 606.

42Records of Deaths, City of Dallas, 1887-1951, manuscript
records in Bureau of Vital Statistics, Dallas, Vol. 7, reg. no.

1724.
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County, Iowa. After graduating in 1880 from Neosho Collegiate

Institute in Iowa, he began reading medicine under his brother.

From 1886 to 1889 he attended Homeopathic Medical College of

Missouri, St. Louis, and upon finishing he took an eight months'

course in the Hahnemann Homeopathic Hospital, Rochester, New

York.43 Thatcher came in 1889 to Dallas. He practiced with his

brother from 1889 to 1890, 1893 to 1895, and 1897 to 1900. In

1896 he practiced alone.44

The last three successful homeopathic physicians to be

discussed are Drs. Thomas J. Crowe, Finis J. Dickey, and Isaac

C. West. Born in Wayne County, New York, Dr. Crowe came from

Hartford, Connecticut, to Austin, Texas, in I883.45 He studied

medicine privately and by 1887 had graduated from the Homeopathic

Medical College of Missouri, St. Louis. In 1894 he attended the

Philadelphia Post-Graduate School of Homeopathy, and from 1894

to 1895, the Philadelphia Polyclinic, the College of Graduates

in Medicine, and the Philadelphia Lying-in Charity Hospital.

In March, 1895, he located permanently in Dallas . He was a

43Memorial and Biographical History, pp. 503-504.

44Dallas Directory for 1900, p. 506.

45fiill (ed.), History of Greater Dallas. II, pp. 117-118.
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partner of Wilbur F. Thatcher in 1896, but after that he prac

ticed alone.46 Nothing more about him has been found. Dr.

Finis Jackson Dickey, son of Finis E. and Lucy Ann (Jackson)

Dickey, was born May 4, 1854, in Ridgway, Gallatin County, Il

linois. He began the study of homeopathy under a preceptor in

May, 1876, and on March 4, 1879, he graduated from Pulte Medi

cal College in Cincinnati. Dickey practiced homeopathy in

Booneville, Indiana. He left there to take a course in orifi-

cial surgery in Chicago, and shortly afterward, in January, 1885,

he came to Dallas. He was in partnership with Dr. Archie D.

Scobey from 1889 to 1890, but from 1891 through 1900 he prac

ticed homeopathic proctology alone. Dickey was married to Miss

A. E. Melvin on August 24, 1876, and they had one child, Ernest,

in 1880.
47

He died in Dallas, February l4, 1924.
48

The last

homeopathic physician to be discussed is Dr. Isaac C. West.

Son of Isaac C. and Nancy H. (Derickson) West, he was born in

1843 in Delaware. After graduation from Dickinson College,

46Polk's Medical Register, 1902, p. 1872.

47Memorial and Biographical History , p. 730.

48Records of Deaths, City of Dallas, 1887-1951, manuscript
records in Bureau of Vital Statistics, Dallas, Vol. 18, reg. no.

348.
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Carlisle, Pennsylvania, he entered a law course at Jefferson

Medical College, Philadelphia, obtaining a law degree in 1868 .

In 1870 in Philadelphia he married Miss Mary E. Slay of Dela

ware. They lived in Baltimore, Maryland, until 1877 when they

located in Ellis County, Texas. West soon turned to homeopathy.

He attended Hahnemann Medical College, Chicago, and after finish

ing in about 1889, though his name is not listed as a graduate,

he moved to Dallas. He practiced alone until 1894 when he joined

Edward E. Davis for a four -year partnership.49 West died in

Dallas, June 30, 1913.
5

Oculists and Aurists of

the Eighties and Nineties

The most popular specialization in the eighties and

nineties was the practice of otology and ophthalmology. There

were three outstanding oculists and aurists in Dallas in the

l880s, although only one of them, Dr. Robert Henry Chilton,

limited his practice exclusively to the treatment of the eye,

49Memorial and Biographical History, pp. 450-451, says
he was born in Maryland but the death records list him as a

native of Delaware.

5Death Records, City of Dallas, 1887-1951, manuscript
records in Bureau of Vital Statistics, Dallas, Vol. 3, p. 235,
line 138.
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nose and throat. Dr. Joseph H. Smith did general medicine as

well as his specialty and Dr. John Roy Briggs included chronic

diseases in his practice. True specialists were rare and as

Rosser says,

During the period . . . , there were perhaps not half

a dozen men in the state limiting their work to any

line of practice. Dr. R. H. Chilton of Dallas was

the one man who confined his medical service to the

eye, ear, nose, and throat.51

Chilton, Dallas' first eye, ear, nose, and throat spe

cialist, was born in Cumberland County, Kentucky, in 1844, as

the son of J. Lewis and Martha (Freeman) Chilton. Before he

was 21 he was practicing general medicine and in 1870 he gradu

ated in regular medicine from Miami Medical College in Cincin

nati.52 He began the special study of the eye, ear, nose, and

throat in Louisville, Kentucky, where for a time he served on

the staff of the city hospital. Chilton came to Dallas in 1880.

For four years he practiced alone, but from 1884 to 1887 he

practiced with Dr. Joseph H. Smith at an office on Main near

Akard. After that he was alone again until 1893 when he

51Rosser, Doctors and Doctors , p. 110.

52Polk's Medical Register, 1902, p. 1872.
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accepted Dr. John 0. McReynolds, Jr., as his partner. From

1897- on, he practiced his specialty alone. Chilton owned one of

the largest business buildings in Dallas, the Chilton Building.

He was married in 1874 to Miss S. A. Harrison and they had one

child, Bessie, born in August, 1878.53 Chilton died in Dallas

June 6, 1901, and was buried at Oakland Cemetery.54

The other eminent oculists and aurist s of the l880s were

Dr. Joseph H. Smith and Dr. John Roy Briggs. Dr. Smith was in

Dallas only a short time. From l88l to 1884 he practiced medi

cine alone at 409 Main Street and from 1884 to 1887 Chilton

joined him in his office . The first meeting of the permanent

Dallas County Medical Society was held at their office on April 3,

1884. At the meeting, Smith was appointed to the committee on

membership and was elected treasurer of the society.55 No more

records on him have been found. Dr. Briggs, son of James W.

and Polly Briggs, was born in Tennessee March 3, 1851. He first

attended the medical college in Nashville, Tennessee, in 1873

and in 1880 graduated from Missouri Medical College, St. Louis.

53Memorial and Biographical History, p. 720.

54Inscription obtained from grave marker of Dr. R. H.

Chilton, Oakland Cemetery.

55WPA, Dallas Guide and History, p. 00426.
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He practiced first in Savoy, Texas, then in Gainesville and

Fort Worth. In 1889 he came to Dallas and in the same year

founded the Texas Health Journal and established the Briggs

Sanatorium for Tuberculosis Diseases, also called Texas Private

Sanatorium, at Oak Bluff four miles from Dallas. Briggs left

Dallas in 1894 to take courses at the Post -Graduate School of

Medicine, New York, at the New York Polyclinic, and post

graduate work in eye, ear, nose, and throat in London, Edin

burgh, Glasgow, and Paris. He then returned to Dallas and in

1896 became a partner of Dr. Marshall Ketchem in Oak Cliff, as

well as assistant surgeon at the city hospital, Parkland. Be

sides being founder and editor from 1891 to 1895 of the Texas

Health Journal, he was also editor and publisher of a periodical

for oculists and aurists, The Specialist.56 Briggs was married

in 1887 to Miss Annie Carson Cooke of Tennessee.57 He died in

Dallas December 28, 1907, and was buried at Oak Cliff Cemetery.51

In the nineties, a greater number of oculists and aurists

came to Dallas. Although Dr. Edward Henry Cary did most of his

56Polk's Medical Register, 1902, p. 1872.

57Memorial and Biographical History, p . 497 .

5BCarlisle, Old Cemeteries of Dallas County (manuscript
records), n. p.
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practice between 1900 and 1950, he deserves mention as one of

the earlier specialists. Born on a plantation at Union Springs,

Alabama, February 28, 1872, he first came to Dallas in 1890.

For five years he was a traveling salesman for his brother in

the A. P. Cary Dental Supplies Company, but in 1895, deciding

to become a doctor, he entered Bellevue Hospital Medical Col

lege.59 After graduation in 1898 he interned and instructed

at Bellevue and at the New York Eye and Ear Infirmary and taught

ophthalmology at New York University and the New York Polyclinic.

At the same time he maintained a private practice in ophthal

mology. On his brother's death in 1901, Cary returned to Dallas.

He reorganized his brother's business into a corporation of

which he became policy manager and accepted the professorship

of diseases of the eye, ear, nose, and throat at the University

of Dallas, which in 1903 became Baylor University Medical De

partment. In 1902 he was appointed dean of faculty.60 Cary was

a past president of the American Medical Association. He was

still in active practice in Dallas in April, 1951.

Dr. Tilley Fowlkes, son of J. S. Fowlkes, was born in

59Hill (ed.), History of Greater Dallas, II, pp. 321-322.

6Polk's Medical Register. 1902, p. 1872.
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Texas in 1868. From 1886 to 1889 he attended Jefferson Medical

College, Philadelphia. After receiving his diploma, he began

the study of eye, ear, nose, and throat at Kaiser William's Uni

versity, Berlin, and later in New York. He was, in fact, the

only foreign-educated specialist in Dallas before 1900.61 Fowlkes

came to Dallas in 1896. He was first a partner of Dr. D. R. P.

McDermett, but from 1897 to 1898 practiced alone.62 Dr. Fowlkes'

death date is not known.

Dr. James A. Hunter, son of Edwin and Eliza (Hosmer)

Hunter, was born in Canada July 24, 1842. He came to Dallas in

1891, and in 1892 martied Martha Lavinia
, who had

come to Dallas in 1891 from Richmond, Virginia. Hunter spe

cialized from 1891 to after 1900 not only in eye, ear, nose, and

throat, but also in treatment of the lungs and heart.63 He died

in Dallas, April 27, 1922, and was buried at Greenwood Cemetery.64

Dr. Samuel W. McJunkin, born in Union, South Carolina,

in 1854, was a graduate of Charleston Medical College. He

61Memorial and Biographical History, pp. 818-819.

62Worley's Directory, 1898, p. 488.

63"Woman's Forum Organizer Fought for Food Law," in Times

Herald, August 28, 1949, sec. E, col. 2, p. 10.

64Death Records, City of Dallas, 1887-1951, manuscript
records in Bureau of Vital Statistics, Dallas, Vol. 15, reg. no.

827.
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practiced two years in Charleston, two years in the navy as

physician on the U. S. S. Blake, and four years in Anderson,

Texas. After completing a graduate course in the eye, ear,

nose, and throat at Tulane University, Louisiana, he came to

Dallas in about 1891. By 1898 he was an assistant surgeon at

Parkland. McJunkin died in Terrell, Texas, March 8, 1903, while

serving as physician at the state insane asylum.65

A notable thirty-two year partnership that was formed in

1897 was that of Arnold and Taber, eye, ear, nose, and throat

specialists. The older physician, Dr. Theodore Leonard Erwin Ar

nold, was born in Soleur, Switzerland, September 28, 1848, as the

son of Dr. Leonard Gustave and Alice (Huygi) Arnold.66 He gradu

ated in general medicine from the University of Berne in 1875 and

from the University of Zurich, Switzerland, in 1887. Between

1871 and 1880 he also attended the Universities of Munich, Stras-

burg, and Prague ,67 Arnold emigrated directly from Switzerland

to Dallas in September, 1891. He opened an office on the third

65Memorial and Biographical History, p . 174 .

66Charles Erwin Arnold to Marie Giles, March 1, 1951, con

ference .

67Polk's Medical Register. 1902, p. 1871.
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floor of the Cockrell Building to practice otology and ophthal

mology, and obtained a residence at 395 Swiss Avenue. In 1897

he took in Dr. M. E. Taber as a partner. They remained to

gether for thirty- two years, until Arnold retired in 1929. Ar

nold in 1900 was made professor of ophthalmology, otology, and

laryngology at the University of Dallas. He died February 25,

1937, and was buried at Grove Hill Cemetery.68 Dr. Martin

Emerald Taber, son of Samuel and Julia (O'Leary) Taber, was born

January 14, 1875, in Cincinnati, Ohio. At ten years of age he

moved with his family to Dallas, where his father opened the

first wholesale jewelry store in North Texas. His interest in

medicine stemmed from his habit, while periodically cleaning

Dr. J. R. Briggs' office, of reading the doctor's medical books.

After attending schools in Dallas and Fort Worth, he entered

medical school at Marian Sims Medical College (later Washington

University), St . Louis. Following graduation in about 1896, he

came to Dallas, joining Arnold in 1897 in an office in the Cock

rell Building. The two doctors practiced together as oculists

and aurists until 1929. Taber was living in Dallas in April, 1951.69

^Charles Erwin Arnold to Marie Giles, March 1, 19^1, con

ference .

6yMrs. Warren Collins to Marie Giles, February 10, 1950,
conference .
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The other three eminent oculists and aurists of the

nineties were McReynolds, Titterington, and Wandless. Dr. John 0.

McReynolds, son of Richard Bell and Victoria (Boone) McReynolds,

was born in Kentucky July 3, 1865. He obtained his B.S. and

M.S. degrees from Transylvania University, now the University of

Kentucky. First he taught mathematics and the natural sciences

at Burritt College, Tennessee, and on arriving in Dallas in 1887,

he instructed high school mathematics and astronomy. McReynolds

left Dallas for his medical education, graduating from Baltimore

Medical College in 1891, and serving as a resident physician at

the Baltimore City Hospital from 1891 to 1892. In 1892 he returned

to Dallas.70 Until 1896 he was an oculist and aurist with R. H.

Chilton, but after that time he practiced alone. He was the

editor in 1897 of the Texas Courier Record of Medicine and was

later dean of the Southwestern Medical College, absorbed by South

western University at Georgetown. McReynolds married Katherine

Seay in 1895 in Dallas and they had one child, Mary Victoria.

He died in Highland Park July 7, 19*1-2, and was buried at Hill-

crest Cemetery,71 Dr. Jesse Benton Titterington, son of Daniel

7oHill (ed.), History of Greater Dallas. II, p. 304.

^Information on Dr. J. 0. McReynolds obtained from city

secretary, Highland Park.



232

and Katherine (Bentley) Titterington, was born on a farra in Dal

las County in 1869. After graduating from Center College, Ken

tucky, he interned at Bellevue Hospital, New York, and took

post-graduate work in eye, ear, nose, and throat in London. He

came to Dallas in 1898, practicing first with H. W. Wandless,

and later alone. By 1900 he was dean and professor of anatomy

and eye, ear, nose, and throat diseases at the newly-established

University of Dallas Medical Department. At mid-term of the

first session, Drs. Titterington, Lawrence Ashton, and Samuel

Milliken decided to reorganize the school without the knowledge

of the physicians of the university board. They renamed the

school the Dallas Polyclinic Medical College or the Dallas Medi

cal College. Their plan failed, however, and Titterington was

replaced as dean by Dr. C. M. Rosser, and as professors by Drs.

Arnold and Taber. Titterington married Olive Word in Dallas on

June 29, 1905. He died in Dallas in 1940 and was buried at

Greenwood Cemetery.72 The last oculist and aurist, Henry Wetzell

Wandless, was born in Virginia as the son of David Wandless. He

graduated in 1885 from Baltimore Medical College, and after

special courses in operative surgery, in ophthalmology and

'^Mrs. Olive Word Titterington to Marie Giles, February 19,

1951, conference.
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otology at the Eye and Ear Infirmary, Chicago, and a practice

in West Virginia, he came to Dallas in 1890 or 1891. He prac

ticed as an oculist and aurist and in 1897 was assistant surgeon

at Parkland Hospital and chief surgeon for the eye and ear hos

pital, Dallas Charitable Institution/3 Wandless left for New

York after 1898 and never returned to Dallas.74

Surgery and Anesthesia Dr. Henry Keirn Leake

Before 1900, every general practitioner in Dallas did

surgery and was ordinarily known as a "physician and surgeon."

As Dr. C. M. Rosser said, "it was the custom . . . for the more

ambitious men . . . whose mothers-in-law suggested surgery as

more promising financially to operate upon all patients
"7

It was only after Dr. Henry Keirn Leake began to specialize that

surgery developed into a field separate from general medicine.

Before discussing Leake as Dallas' first surgeon-specialist, how

ever, it will be necessary to survey the condition of surgery in

Dallas before the turn of the century. Primitive conditions still

73Memorial and Biographical History, pp. 831-832.

74Mrs. Olive Word Titterington to Marie Giles, February 19,

1951, conference.

7bRosser, Doctors and Doctors . p. 110.
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prevailed. Precautions for the exclusion of germs in surgery

were not observed, nor were surgeons aware that unclean hands

and instruments caused "childbed fever" and other fatal infec

tions. In fact, they usually went from one operation to another

without even washing their hands. They also followed the er

roneous theory that it was dangerous to perform operations in

hot weather. For the setting of broken limbs, splints were used

until after 1884. About that time, Dr. George T. Veale, a physi

cian and surgeon, adopted the use of plaster of paris bandages,

and from that time on, plaster of paris replaced the crude splints .

Chloroform was the only anesthetic in wide use. The controlled

application of ether was not popular until after 1900.
7S

With

the specialization of Leake, however, surgery began to develop

from a primitive into a popular and more scientific field.

Dr. Henry Keirn Leake, son of William Josiah and Martha

(Hughes) Leake, was born in Yazoo City, Yazoo County, Mississip

pi, June 8, 18V7.* During the Civil War he served in the Confed

erate Army in Alabama and after the war in 1865, he attended Ken

tucky Military Institute, Frankfort, from which he graduated

with an M.A. degree. In 1867 he entered Louisville Medical

Red, Medicine Man, p. 172.
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College. Graduating with highest honors in 1869, he accepted

the position as quarantine officer of Matagorda Bay, Texas . He

moved to Indianola, Calhoun County, where his uncle, Dr. F. E.

Hughes?was living, and although he left in October, 1869, to marry

Lydia Montgomery in Bloomfield, Kentucky, he returned to serve as

quarantine officer until l873 As a result of a hurricane that

destroyed Indianola on September 16, 1875, Leake moved to Dallas.

At first he did general medicine at Hoyt and Coffirfs Drugstore,

but soon he began to specialize in surgery. Though he never prac

ticedii partnership with anyone, he did invite the assistance of

other doctors on surgery cases. Dr. Rufus Whitis, Dallas' first

anesthetist, was with Leake many years as physician in charge of

the chloroform applications. Leake performed one of the first

appendectomies and the first hysterectomy in the Southwest, and

for a later hysterectomy for cancer, was assisted by Dr. C. M.

Rosser. It must be remembered that all surgery at this time was

done in the home of the patient. Between 1885 and I89O Leake left

Dallas to do post-graduate work in Birmingham, England, under

Lawsom Tait, the eminent surgeon. He also studied in Berlin,

and later in New York, Philadelphia, and at the Mayo Clinic in

Rochester, Minnesota. He returned to Dallas in 1890 or 1891 and

within a few years had become the head surgeon at St . Paul
'
s



236

Hospital. He also opened Leake's Sanitarium for surgical cases

which operated from the early nineties to 191^, when he retired

from active practice . Leake held many prominent positions in

city and state organizations . He was a member of Dallas
'
first

board of health, appointed April 25, 1876, was elected the firs^t

vice-president of the permanent Dallas County Medical Society on

April 12, iQQk, and was editor of the Texas Medical Record,

president of the State Medical Society, and first president of

the Tri-State Medical Society. Dr. Leake died in Dallas, Octo

ber 30, 1916, and was buried at Greenwood Cemetery.77 The im

portance of Leake as a surgeon cannot be over-emphasized. He

was famous not only in Dallas but throughout the Southwest as a

pioneer surgeon-specialist. His strong and sometimes impatient

character brought him enemies among the doctors, but even his

enemies honored him with the title, "Dean of the Medical Pro

fession."78 Through the opening of his hospital, he helped to

increase the surgical facilities in Dallas and do away with the

antiquated practice of operating in homes. Above all, his

Manuscript records on Dr. H. K. Leake. Obtained from

Mrs. Leake McCauley and Miss Louise Leake, Dallas.

dosser, Doctors and Doctors, p. 2^3.
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unquestionable skill became the standard by which future sur

geons might test their ability.

Other surgeons of the eighties and nineties were Drs.

Samuel E. Milliken, Edwin J. Reeves, and James H. Smart. Dr.

Milliken was born December 2, 1866, in Mansfield, Texas. He

graduated from the medical department of the University of

Louisville, Kentucky, in 1887 and for a year following worked

in a hospital in Louisville. From 1889 to 1897 he did post

graduate and clinical work in New York, mostly at the New York

Polyclinic, and also engaged in private practice of surgery and

general medicine. In 1897 he came to Dallas.
7a

He was in part

nership at first with Dr. C. M. Rosser at an office on Elm and St.

Paul Streets, between two tombstone factories. He and Rosser

were directors of the Hermitage Hospital, located at kk$ Elm

Street, but from 1898 to 1900 Milliken directed the hospital

alone. There was, in addition, the Polyclinic Infirmary, estab

lished in 1897, at 228 South Ervay, of which Milliken was pro

prietor from 1897 to at least 1902 .80 Milliken also helped to

found the medical department of the University of Dallas in

7yHill (ed.), History of Greater Dallas, II, p. '291*.

soPolk's Medical Register, 1902, p. 1851.



238

1900. He was appointed to the chair of surgery the first year,

but at mid-term, because he, Titterington, and Lawrence Ashton

had attempted to reorganize the college, he was replaced by Dr.

T. B. Fisher. He was a member not only of the Dallas County

Medical Society, but also of the American Medical Association.

He was also a fellow in the American College of Surgeons. Milli

ken retired in lAl and died in Dallas September 18, 19^9.
81

Dr.

Edwin Joseph Reeves, son of Joseph A. and Elizabeth (Parker)

Reeves, was born in March, I869, in Camden, Arkansas. He gradu

ated from the medical department of Tulane University, New Or

leans, and after interning at Tulane and at the Charity Hospital

in New Orleans, he came to Dallas in 189^. He practiced for

many years with an older doctor, Dr. Jesse M. Pace, in general

medicine and surgery. In 1896 he was assistant surgeon at Park

land Hospital and was also elected vice-president of the Dallas

Medical and Surgical association organized in 18^-. Under Mayor

Henry Lindsley he served on the Dallas board of health. On

July 12, 1911, in Dallas, Reeves married Annie Gaston, and they

had two children, Edwin J., Jr., and Earbara Gaston. Reeves re

tired in 192*4-, and with his family he moved in 1926 to Princeton,

8J-"Retired Dallas Physician Dies, Burial Monday," in Dal

las News, September 19, 19^9, sec. 2, p. 1.
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New Jersey, where he lived for the remainder of his life. He

died in Princeton in November, 1931, and was buried at West

minster of America in Princeton.8^ Dr. James H. Smart, the

last of the surgeon-specialists, was born May 5, 1867, in Pine

Bluff, Arkansas. He graduated with a B.S. degree from Howard

College, Marion, Alabama, and in 1891 took his M.D. degree from

the College of Physicians and Surgeons, Columbia University,

New York. After interning for two years at St. Francis Hospi

tal, New York, and practicing medicine in Pine Bluff, Arkansas,

he moved to Dallas in 1895- At first he practiced both general

medicine and surgery, later just surgery.83 Smart died in Dal

las September 17, 193^, and was buried at Oakland Cemetery.84

Dr. Rufus Whitis, Dallas' first anesthetist, was born in

Lockhart, Texas, December 26, 1859, as the son of Charles and

Florence Whitis. He was reared in Austin and was a graduate in

1880 or 1881 of Jefferson Medical College, Philadelphia. In 1885

he came to Dallas and opening an office at 8l0 Main Street, he

*^Mrs. Edwin J. Reeves to Marie Giles, March 10, 1951,

conference .

a3Hill (ed.), History of Greater Dallas. II, p. 386.

84Records obtained from inscription on grave marker of

Dr. J. H. Smart, Oakland Cemetery.
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began a general medical and surgical practice. Whitis never

officed with anyone, though he was associated with Leake on

many of his surgical cases. On February 3, 1892, he married

Frances Emelie Weischsel in Oak Cliff. He died in Dallas Febru

ary 22, 19^9, and was buried in the Oak Cliff Cemetery.85

Non-Specializing Physicians and Surgeons. 1880-1880

The general practitioners far exceeded the specialists

in numbers during the eighties and nineties. Of the many who

practiced in Dallas before 1886, ten physicians have been chosen

as outstanding.

Dr. William Hora Armstrong, son of S. and Eliza Arm

strong, was born in Tuskegee, Alabama, February 11, 1849. Al

though his mother died in Dallas May 25, 1877, Armstrong is not

recorded as coming to Dallas until l88l. He practiced in Dallas

from l88l until 1884, with a residence three miles west of the

city. Armstrong died in Dallas July 25, 1884, and was buried

at the Masonic Cemetery on Akard Street. The inscription on

his marker read:

aaMrs. Rufus Whitis to Marie Giles, April 10, 1950, con

ference .
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The physicians of Dallas met on the occasion [of his

death] and adopted the following resolutions. That

in his death the South has lost one of its most valued

members, and the medical profession one of its bright

est ornaments.

He fell in the path of duty without a stain upon his

character .86

Dr. James Drury Boyce, son of Dr. James Monroe and Bettie

(Patterson) Boyce, was born in De Soto County, Mississippi, No

vember 1*4-, 1855. After graduating from the University of Missis

sippi in 1872, he read medicine under his father and then entered

Vanderbilt University, Nashville, Tennessee. He graduated in

1876 and began practice in Byhalia, Mississippi, remaining there

until 1885, when he moved to Dallas. He practiced in Dallas un

til 1897 when his name no longer appears in the directory. Boyce

married Miss Lena Wilson, who died August 8, 189O.8' His death

date has not been determined.

A physician about whom little is known was Dr. Isaac A.

McCarty. Although he was listed on the original roll of the

I876-1877 Dallas County Medical Society, his name was crossed

86Records obtained from inscription on grave marker of

Dr. W. H. Armstrong, Masonic Cemetery, Akard Street.

87Memorial and Biographical History, pp . 913- 911*-
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out and it is presumed he lived out of town. He is first listed

in the city directory in lS8k with an office over 72k Main

Street. He moved his office the next year and remained to prac

tice at the second location until 1892 when his name disappears

from the directory.88 His death date is not recorded.

Dr. James H. Mitchell, son of Pleasant and Sarah A. (Hunt)

Mitchell, was born in Summer County, Tennessee, September 6,

183^. In 1847 his family moved to Polk County, Missouri, where

Mitchell received his early education at Humansville Academy.

From 1857 to 1859 he lived in California and in l86l he graduated

from the Eclectic Medical Institute, Cincinnati. He practiced

from March to July, l86l, in Dallas County, Missouri, stopping

his practice to serve in the Confederate Army as an assistant

surgeon under General Stirling Price. From the fall of 1862 to

1866, he practiced in Rockwall, Texas, then six months in

Alexandria, Louisiana, from 1866 to 1871 in Nashville, Illinois,

and from 1871 to 1884 in Sweetsprings, Missouri. In 1884 he

located in Dallas. He practiced general medicine from 1884 to

1885 and from 1891 to after 1900. He was married in l86> to Mrs.

Sarah (Dye) Vassallo. Mitchell died in Dallas September 30, 1923,

directory of Dallas. 1891-1892, p. 304.
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and was buried at Oak Cliff Cemetery.89

Dr. Henry Arthur Moseley was born April 6, 18^3, in

Fairfield, Tennessee. He graduated from medical school in Nash

ville, Tennessee, and then served in the Confederate Army in

General Nathan B. Forrest's Division under General Joseph

Wheeler. On December 21, 1869, he was married to Miss Emily

Dickerson and they had eleven children. Moseley came to Dallas

in 1882 and opened an office at 601 Main Street.90 He prac

ticed until after 1900 and died in Dallas December 9, 1921. He

was buried at Oakland Cemetery.91 Moseley was present at the

organizational meeting of the permanent Dallas County Medical

Society on April 3, 1884.

Dr. Jesse M. Pace, son of William and Sarah (Yarbrough)

Pace, was born in Marengo County, Alabama, April 19, 1836.

After graduating from the University of Louisiana in 1858, he

took post-graduate work in New York and practiced from 1858 to

1878 in Camden, Arkansas. In 1877 he studied for three months

8bRecords of Deaths, City of Dallas, 1887-1951, manu

script records in Bureau of Vital Statistics, Dallas, Vol. 18,
reg. no. 1772.

9Red, Medicine Man, p. 175.

9iRecords from inscription on grave marker of Dr. H. A.

Moseley, Oakland Cemetery.
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under Lawson Tait at Queen's College, England. Although Pace

came to Dallas in 1878, he is better known for his practice

in the eighties and nineties. He was in partnership first with

Dr. E. L. Thompson, then alone from 1880 to 1884, with Thompson

from 1884 to 1892, and alone again from 1893 to after 1900. In

addition, Pace sponsored the younger Dr. E. J. Reeves through

many years of practice, although the directories never list them

as partners. Pace was married on January 1, i860, to Miss Anna J.

Woodland, and they had six children, one of whom was James M. Pace,

Jr., a druggist.
dcl

The doctor died in Dallas January 28, 1913,

and was buried at Greenwood Cemetery.
3

Dr. Benjamin L. Rawlins, son of Roderick D. and Henrietta C.

(Jacobs) Rawlins, was born in Dallas County, Texas, July 30, 1867.

He read medicine under Dr. John H. Morton of Dallas94 and then

entered the University of Pennsylvania medical school. After

graduation in May, 1889, he returned to Dallas. He practiced

general medicine alone until 189^, when he left Dallas permanently

92Memorial and Biographical History, pp . 387-388 .

93Records obtained from inscription on grave marker of

Dr. J. M. Pace, Greenwood Cemetery.

94Morrison and Fourmy
'
s Directory, l8o%-l885, p. 221.
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to reside, it is believed, in Chicago.

Dr. James Gustave Saims (Sims), son of Sweip and Mary

(Vance) Saims, was born in Belfast, Ireland, in 1838. He came

to America in lS*l-0, settling in Pennsylvania until 1856, when

he moved to Asheville, North Carolina. Educated at Sand Hill

Academy near Asheville and Northwood College in Asheville, he

received his medical training in Atlanta, Georgia, and at Jef

ferson Medical College, Philadelphia. In August, 1863, he aided

in organizing the Tenth Tennessee Volunteer Regiment for service

in the Confederate Army. He was chief surgeon for the regiment

until his discharge in April, 1865. Saims practiced medicine

in Scottsborough, Alabama, and Jasper, Dunlap, and Chattanooga,

Tennessee, until 1876. From 1876 to 1878 he practiced in Al-

varado, Texas, then in Lancaster for a year, and two years in

Arkansas. He came to Dallas in about l88l. From 1886 to 1887

he practiced and conducted a drug business with Elihu H. Ayers,

and from 1891 to after 1900 he practiced alone. Saims first mar

ried Miss Minerva A. Larkin,and on January 23,1880, he married

Mrs. (Howell) Wallers. Saims served in two political positions,

as representative from Franklin County, Tennessee, in the state

(J-5John A. Rawlins to Marie Giles, March k, 1951, confer

ence.
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legislature for one term in 186% and in 1892 as a member of the

federal board of pension examiners for the Dallas district.
c,e>

His death date has not been located.

The last and perhaps most prominent physician of the ear

ly,eighties was Dr. Ewing L. Thompson. A number of settlers re

member him as a very stout man who always wore a plum-colored

frock coat with long tails and a great white shirt to cover his

massive front. From this peculiarity in dress, he received the

name, "Shirt Front" Thompson. He was born in 1840 in Limestone

County, Alabama, and received his education from Jefferson Medi

cal College, Philadelphia, from 1859 to i860. In March, l86l,

he graduated from Tulane University, New Orleans. Within eleven

days he joined the Fourth Alabama Infantry in Richmond, Virginia,

later entering the Ninth Alabama Infantry as a surgeon, where he

remained until the end of the war. Coming to Texas in 1867,

Thompson practiced two years in Rusk County, two years in Wash

ington County, and in 1880 he located permanently in Dallas.

His practice flourished with a partnership from 1883 to 188^

with Dr. Leonard E. Locke and from iQQk to 1892 with Dr. Jesse

M. Pace at the corner of Main and Lamar Streets. From 1893 to

96Memorial and Biographical History , pp. 791-792, calls

him Saims but the directories list him as Sims.
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after 1900 he practiced alone. He was a member of the per

manent Dallas County Medical Society and was appointed at the

second meeting a member of the membership and judiciary commit

tees.97 Thompson's sense of humor and his love of the outdoor

life endeared him to his associates. He helped to form the

"Sunday School," a group of men who gathered every Sunday in

the back of William Apperson's Drugstore to talk and to avoid

church. Once a year the social and sports club retired to Van

Zandt County for a two -weeks' vacation of hunting and fishing.

Thompson died in Dallas June 17, 1903.98

Non-Specializing Physicians and Surgeons. 1886-1890

Two Oak Cliff doctors who were outstanding in their pro

fession were Drs. Daniel DuPre (Dupree) and Adolphus P. Keever.

DuPre was born on April 25, 1822 . He came to Dallas in 1889,

locating in an office on the east side of Lancaster Street in

Oak Cliff. He practiced steadily from 1889 until 1898 and in

1896 was located at the Patton Inn in Oak Cliff. DuPre died

97Red, Medicine Man, p. 168.

^8Mrs. Leslie B. Clark to Marie Giles, February Ik, 1950,
conference .
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in Dallas November 28, 1898, and was buried at Oak Cliff Ceme

tery. His wife, Neva Oliver, was buried there in 1909.99

Keever, son of James and F. C. (Goodson) Keever, was born Octo

ber 22, 185k, in Lincoln County, North Carolina. He first at

tended Rutherford College, North Carolina, and in 1882 graduated

from Jefferson Medical College, Philadelphia. After a practice

of about six years in Lincoln and Catawba Counties, North Caro

lina, he came to Dallas in 1888, settling in Oak Cliff. From

1889 to 189O he practiced with Dr. D. Henry Hoover, from 1891 to

1895 alone, and from 1896 to after 1900 with his less known

brother, Dr. James H. Keever.100 Adolphus Keever was chief

examiner in Oak Cliff for the Equitable Insurance Company of

Oak Cliff. He was married in 1886 to Miss S. Warlick of North

Carolina, and they had three children.
ioi

Keever' s death date

has not been found, although his brother died in Dallas in 1906

and was buried in Oak Cliff Cemetery.

Two doctors who came to Dallas in about 1886 were Drs.

Godwin (Goodwin) E. Peters and Hugh Love McLaurin. Peters was

"Carlisle, Old Cemeteries of Dallas County (manuscript

records), n. p.

x00Directory of Dallas, 1896, pp. 528-529-

io-LMemorial and Biographical History, p . 867 .
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born in Wabash, Indiana, September l8, 1852. After his medi

cal education in Cleveland, Ohio, was completed, he settled

in 1878 in Wabash, moving in 1882 to Storm Lake, Iowa. Peters

is first listed in the directories in 1886, though another

source (Red, Medicine Man, pp. 175-176) says he came to Dallas

in 1884. He was not only visiting physician for Buckner's

Orphan Home, but also in March, 1889, was appointed examining

surgeon for the United States Pension Bureau.
x2

Peters prac

ticed in Dallas until his death on February 28, 1892. He was

buried in Greenwood Cemetery. His wife, Mary Eleanor Peters,

was also buried there in 1920.xoa Dr. Hugh Love McLaurin, one

of Dallas' most popular doctors, was born in Brandon, Missis

sippi, August 13, l86l, as the son of Hugh Catchings and Emily

(Love) McLaurin. Graduating in 1882 from the University of

Mississippi, he entered the University of Louisiana (now Tulane

University), New Orleans, from which he graduated in 1884. For

two years he served as superintendent of the Mississippi State

Insane Asylum at Vicksburg and in 1886 he located in Dallas.

He practiced general medicine alone for ten years and in 1896

i02Red, Medicine Man, pp. 175-176.

103Records obtained from inscription on grave marker of

Dr. G. E. Peters, Greenwood Cemetery.
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invited a less prominent doctor, Sydney Johnston Gano, into a

partnership. The partnership was dissolved by 1898. In 1896

McLaurin served as treasurer of the Dallas Medical and Surgical

Association. Later in life he encouraged gynecological surgery

as a specialty, though he never relinquished his general prac

tice. He is remembered for the time that, while waiting for an

ambulance, he performed an operation under the shade of a

tree. Dr. McLaurin died in Dallas April 11, 1916, and was

buried at Oakland Cemetery. He was married to Kate Gano and

they had two sons, Hugh and John Gano, both physicians.104

A prominent physician who came in 1887 was Dr. David

Rittenhouse Porter McDermett. He was born September 28, l84l,

in Fort Gibson, Indian Territory, as the son of Joseph Brinkley

and Margaretta MacLean (Hadden) McDermett. In 1845 the family

moved to Fort English in Bonham, Texas, locating a year later

in Dallas. McDermett first attended Hanover College, Indiana,

for four years, and after serving in the Confederate Army in

the Nineteenth Cavalry, he entered the University of Louisiana

(now Tulane), New Orleans, graduating in 1869. He practiced in

Weatherford, in Pilot Grove, Grayson County, and after 1887 in

Dr. John Gano McLaurin to Marie Giles, January 10,
1951, conference .
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Dallas. McDermett officed with Drs. A. C. Graham and R. W.

Allen, though they were never partners. In 1896 he was in part

nership with Tilley Fowlkes. He was a candidate for health of

ficer on May 12, 1890, but lost to Dr. W. R. Wilson. McDermett

was married in 1871 in Pilot Grove to Telitha Record Smith and

they had one child, Margaret McDermett. He retired from prac

tice in 1915, and died in Dallas May 10, 1925 . He was buried

at Grove Hill Cemetery.105

The last group of doctors in the eighties came to Dallas

in 1889. Dr. Alexander M. Elmore was born in November, 1837, in

Mississippi. Hscame to Pilot Grove, Texas, in 1852, leaving to

attend Missouri Medical College, St. Louis, graduating in 1862,106

and to serve in the Confederate Army.107 Arriving in Dallas in

1889, he opened an office for general practice at 903 Elm corner

of Akard Street. From 1891 to 1895 he served as business manager

of the Texas Health Journal, and in 1897 was editor and proprie

tor of the Texas Medical Practitioner . Also, from 1896 to 1897,

io5Mrs. Paul Gerhart (Margaret McDermett) to Marie Giles,

February 22, 1951, conference.

106Polk's Medical Register, 1902, p. 1872.

107Red, Medicine Man, pp . I6V165 .
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he was the assistant surgeon at Parkland Hospital. Elmore

died in Dallas May 20, 1908.109 Dr. William A. McCoy, son of

Louis and Rebecca (Hester) McCoy, was born in Clark County,

Indiana, September 1, 1844. After his education at Franklin

College, Indiana, and at Indiana State University, Bloomington,

he entered Jefferson Medical College, Philadelphia, graduating

in 1884. He began practice in Decatur County, Indiana, and ac

cording to one source (Memorial and Biographical History), he

left after two years to come in 1887 to Dallas. The directories,

however, do not list him until 1889. McCoy practiced from 1889

to after 1900. He was married in 1880 to Miss Lizzie McCain

and they had two children.110 He died in Dallas April 25, 1905-1

Dr. David Graham Hall, of Irish descent, was born June 5, 1858,

in Auburn, New Hampshire. After finishing school in Boston, he

attended Harvard Medical School, where Dr. Oliver Wendell Holmes

108Evans and Worley Directory, 1897, p. 6l.

lo9Records of Deaths, City of Dallas, 1887-1951, manuscript

records in Bureau of Vital Statistics, Dallas, Vol. 2, p. 235,

line 23.

110Memorial and Biographical History, pp . 876-877 .

li:LRecords of Deaths, City of Dallas, 1887-1951, manuscript
records in Bureau of Vital Statistics, Dallas, Vol. 2, p. 140,

line 22.
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instructed him in anatomy. He took one year of graduate work

in Paris, and then began the practice of medicine in the White

Mountains of New Hampshire. Coming to Dallas in 1888 or 1889,

he located in West Dallas, his practice including mostly the

remnants of the La Reunion settlers. Hall left Dallas to go to

South America for a year because, according to a news article,

"word got around that I was the only Yankee doctor here . . .

and some of my patients began blaming me for the Civil War."112

From 1893 to after 1900 Hall was superintendent and proprietor

of the Dallas Maternity Hospital. He retired in 1927 because a

fall from a buggy had caused paralysis of both his legs. The

accident had resulted in confinement in bed for two years and

eventual retirement. He died June 28, 19^9, and was buried at

Hillcrest Cemetery.113 The last of the emient physicians of

the eighties was Dr. John Bragg Smoot. Son of Walter B. and

Elizabeth (Bozarth) Smoot, he was born in Collin County, Texas,

February 20, 1868. He attended school at Carlton College, and

in Bonham, Texas, and while studying at Christian College, Canton,

112
"Dallas Doctor Will Describe Distinguished 59-Year

Career," in Times Herald. June 5, 19^7, clipping.

113Records from inscription on grave marker of Dr. D. G.

Hall, Hillcrest Cemetery.
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Missouri, he was instructed in medicine by Dr. M. A. Atkinson.

His medical diploma was obtained from Beaumont Hospital Medi

cal College, St. Louis, in March, 1888. He remained at Beau

mont Hospital from March until November as physician-in-charge

of the medical clinic. In November he came to Dallas, though

he did not begin to practice until 1889*114 Smoot was president

in 1897 of the Dallas Medical and Surgical Association. He

practiced in Dallas until after 1900, but died and was buried

in Piano, Texas, February 2, 1928.115

Non-Specializing Physicians and Surgeons

of the Nineties

There were twelve representative non-specializing physi

cians who came to Dallas in the nineties. The first group,

Drs. Hallum, Holt, and Means settled in Oak Cliff. Dr. Edward J.

Hallum, son of Colonel Richard A. R. and Margaret (Martin) Hal

lum, was born April 2, 1849, in Fairfield District, South Caro

lina. In 1856 he moved with his family to ^nderson County, Texas.

After attending school in Dallas and graduating from Woodland

114Memorial and Biographical History, p. 386.

115Dallas County Death Records (manuscript records in

county clerk's office), XI, p. 284.
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College, Texas, in 1864, he read medicine under his brother,

Richard Hallum. In 187^ he graduated from the medical depart

ment of the University of Pennsylvania. Hallum practiced four

years in Kickapoo, Anderson County, Texas, some time in Tehua-

cana, Texas, eight years in Brownwood, and one year on the

coast. In 1892 he came to Dallas. He had served as county

physician for the duration of his stay in Brownwood, and in

Dallas had been an examiner for several life insurance com

panies. He was married February l4, 1875, to Miss Floretta E.

Erwin and they had seven children.116 No record on his death has

been found. Dr. Pink Holt, son of L. E. and Elizabeth (Parker)

Holt, was born in Upshur County, Texas. After schooling in Fort

Worth and Birdville, Texas, he entered medical college in Cincin

nati, Ohio. Upon graduation he commenced a nine -year practice

in the mid-west, during which time on October 3, 1877, he mar

ried Miss Fannie Campbell of Louisiana, Missouri. A second mar

riage was to Miss Ellen Bumpas. In 1884 Holt entered the Physio-

Medical College of Indiana in Indianapolis, graduating in 1885.

He practiced one year in Bedford, Texas, three years in Chico,

three years in Weatherford, and in April, 1892, he came to Oak

'Memorial and Biographical History, pp . 533-53^ .
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Cliff. He opened the Holt Sanitarium at Eighth and Lancaster

Streets in Oak Cliff for the treatment of all except contagious

diseases and began the practice of general medicine. In 1897

he was a partner of Dr. James Massie and from 1898 to at least

1900, he was a partner of Dr. R. B. Wright. Holt was a member

of the American Association of Physio -Medical Physicians and

Surgeons, and made contributions to the Physio -Medical Journal

of Indianpolis and Sanative Medicine of Westerville, Ohio.117

His date of death has not been determined. Dr. Edwin A. Means,

son of F. L. C. and Annette (Wells) Means, was born February 27,

1869, in Mexia, Limestone County, Texas.118 After graduation

from Mexia High School, he entered Princeton University, New

Jersey, receiving his degree in iQSk. Later he attended the

University of Pennsylvania. He spent two years at St. Anthony's

Hospital, Denver, and in 1896 located in Oak Cliff. After a

practice of thirty-eight years, Means retired in August, 193^.

He died in Dallas October 11, 193^, and was buried October 13

at Oak Cliff Cemetery.119

117Memorial and Biographical History, pp. 789-790.

118Hill (ed.), History of Greater Dallas, II, pp. 376-377,
states that his parents' names were T. L. C. and Annette (Wills)
Means.

119Records of Deaths, City of Dallas, 1887-1951, manu

script records in Bureau of Vital Statistics, Dallas, Vol. 4l, reg.
no. 2644.
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There were five non-special!zing physicians of importance

who came to Dallas between 1890 and 1896. The most famous and

distinguished of them all was Dr. Lawrence Ashton, who was born

in King George County, Virginia, August 29, 1849, as the son of

Dr. Horace D. and Martha (Thornton) Ashton. He attended the

University of Virginia and in 1872 received his medical degree

from Columbia Medical College, Washington, D.C. Settling in

Falmouth, Virginia, to practice, he was made in 187^ a member

of the Virginia State Medical Society and for eight years was

its vice-president. From 1876 to 1877 he was president. He

also helped organize the Virginia State Medical Examining Board,

serving as its president from the time of its inception in 1884

to his departure for Texas in 1890. In 1885 he attended the

medical department of the University of New York for a special

degree. Ashton practiced in Fredericksburg, Virginia, for two

years, and while there formulated the law regulating the prac

tice of medicine in Virginia. He was an active member of the

American Medical Association and in 1887 was elected vice-president

of the organization. Additional education he received was at

the New York Polyclinic in 1890, in 1897 at the Pasteur Institute,

Paris, and at Brompton Hospital, London. Ashton came to Dallas

in 189O. From 1894 to 1895 he was the physician at St. Mary's
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Institute and in 1900 he was one of the organizers of Dallas

Medical College. He was the professor there of the theory and

practice of medicine and was president of the faculty and board

of directors until his death in 1902. In 1901 he was professor

of theory and practice at Trinity College near Dallas. Ashton

was married to Miss Nannie Green in Falmouth, Virginia, in 1887,

and they had one adopted child, Virginia Ann Green. Ashton

died March 6, 1902, of pneumonia, and was buried in Dallas.120

Dr. James Thomas Baker, son of Milton and Minerva C.

(Hodge) Baker, was born in Yalobusha County, Mississippi, Febru

ary 14, 1844. With his family, he moved to Tennessee and on

their death in 1857, he was taken to Shelby County, Illinois, to

live with John M. Friedley. Baker was educated at Southern Illi

nois College, Carbondale, and in 1878 he entered the American

Medical College, St. Louis, graduating in 1879- He practiced

in Fairfield, Illinois, for a few years, then in Clay City and

in St. Louis. In 1890 he came to Dallas. He practiced with most

attention given to chronic diseases, although he also accepted

general medicine.121 Baker died in Dallas April 20, 1901.122

12In Memoriam, March 6, 1902, collection of clippings in

possession of Mrs. F. E. Glenn, Dallas.

121Memorial and Biographical History, p . 5^2 .

122Records of Deaths, City of Dallas, 1887-1951, manuscript
records in Bureau of Vital Statistics, Dallas, Vol. 2, p. 23, line
11.
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Dr. Harry L. Kyle, son of Dr. James W. and Sarah (Bantz)

Kyle, was born in Madison, Jefferson County, Indiana, August 16,

1846. After studying in the schools of North Vernon and at

Hanover Seminary and Franklin College, he began reading medicine

with his father. Four years later, he entered the Cincinnati

College of Medicine and Surgery. He graduated in 1866 and be

gan the practice of medicine in Madison, but within three years

he had moved to Edgefield Junction, Tennessee. Kyle came to

Dallas County, January 24, 1871. He practiced in Frankfort,

Dallas County, until 1890 when he came to Dallas. Kyle Is

listed as practicing in Dallas from 1891 to 189^.
123

His death

date is not listed either in the city or the county death records,

and there is no record of his burial in Dallas.

The last physician to come in 1890 was Dr. Walter Ralph

Stovall. He was born in Carroll County, Mississippi, March 10,

1853, as the son of David G. and Mary (McNeal) Stovall. After

graduating from Winona College, Mississippi, he began the study

of medicine in about 1871. His medical education was continued

at Atlanta Medical College from lQ7k to 1875, after which time

he practiced in Mississippi for a year. In 1878 he graduated

^Memorial and Biographical History, pp. 779-780.
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from the University of Louisiana (now Tulane) in New Orleans.124

Stovall came to Grand Prairie, Texas, in February, 1882. He

remained there until December 3, 1890, when he moved permanently

to Dallas. On December 16, 1890, he married Miss Mattie A. Wat

son. Stovall practiced in Dallas from 1890 until after 1900.

He died in Dallas November 8, 1931, and was buried on November 9

at Watson Cemetery, Tarrant County, Texas.125

A physician who came in 1896 was Dr. William Clack Burke,

son of William Erwin and (Clack) Burke. Born Novem

ber 3, 185^, in Marshall, Missouri, he graduated in 1884 from

the University of Louisiana (now Tulane) in New Orleans. He came

to Dallas in 1896 and established a practice in regular medicine

that was to last long after 1900. Because he always stood every

day at the foot of the steps of Kirby's drugstore, Burke was once

asked by Dr. E. J. Reeves what time he set apart for reading.

His answer was, "I haven't yet practiced up what I've already

read."126 Burke died in Dallas March 22, 1930, and was buried

124Memorial and Biographical History, pp . 651-652 .

12s

ds ii

2780.

125Records of Deaths, City of Dallas, 1887-1951, manuscript
records in Bureau of Vital Statistics, Dallas, Vol. 3k, reg. no.

126Dr. J. T. Wells to Marie Giles, January 23, 1950, con

ference .
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at Oakland Cemetery.127

Five non-specializing physicians who came in 1897 and

1898 were Drs. Harral, Lively, Deatherage, Bourland, and Dunlap.

Dr. Whitfield Harral, son of Theophilus Eugene and Martha Mil

dred (Littlefield) Harral, was born February 27, 1871, in Gonza

les, Texas. He moved to Austin at nine years of age to live

with his uncle, G. W. Littlefield, and there he received his edu

cation. He graduated from The University of Texas, and then left

for New York where he attended the College of Physicians and

Surgeons, Columbia University, finishing in 1895. From 1895 to

1896 he was house surgeon at St. John's Hospital, Lowell, Massa

chusetts.128 Harral came to Dallas in 1897 and in 1898 he was

treasurer of the Dallas Medical and Surgical Association. He

practiced medicine steadily in Dallas until his retirement in

1926. He died April 12, 1938, and was buried at Grove Hill Ceme

tery.129 Dr. William McCain Lively, son of John M. and Mary

lii7Records of Deaths, City of Dallas, 1887-1951, manuscript
records in Bureau of Vital Statistics, Dallas, Vol. 30, reg. no.

1331.

12SHill (ed.), History of Greater Dallas, II, pp. 10-11.

^^ecords of Deaths, City of Dallas, 1887-1951, manuscript
records in Bureau of Vital Statistics, Dallas, Vol. 52, reg. no.

1107.
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(Richert) Lively, was born in Tate County, Mississippi, March 26,

1864. At twelve years of age he moved with his family to Searcy,

White County, Arkansas. He attended Quitman College, Arkansas,

Center College in Sulphur Springs, Texas, and obtained his medi

cal degree from the medical department of the University of Ar

kansas in 1892. Lively practiced two years in Arkansas, five

years in Detroit, Lamar County, Texas, and in 1897 located in

Dallas. In 1897 he also attended the Post-Graduate Medical

School of New York. He practiced in Oak Cliff for a year with

Dr. J. J. Vaughn, but by 1900 he was located in his own office.

Dr. Lively retired the day before his death on December 27, 1936,

and was buried in Laurel Land Cemetery.131 Dr. William Deather

age, son of John E. and Hannah (Campbell) Deatherage, was born in

Fannin County, Texas, August 8, i860. He attended school in

Savoy, and in 1886 he graduated from the Eclectic Medical Insti

tute, Cincinnati. He came to Dallas temporarily in about 1892,

and on January 3, 1893, in Dallas married Miss May Wightman Cole.

The following day they moved to Bells, Grayson County, Texas.

After two or three years in Bells they returned to Dallas, only

to leave again for St. Louis. There, Deatherage received a

13Hill (ed.), History of Greater Dallas . II, p. 2l6.

131Records of Deaths, City of Dallas, 1887-1951, manuscript
records in Bureau of Vital Statistics, Dallas, Vol. 47, reg. no.

3803.
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diploma in 1895 from Marian Sims Medical College. He returned

to Dallas in 1897 to begin a practice that was to continue for

many years. In fact, in April, 1951, at ninety-one years of

age, he was still receiving an occasional patient.132 Dr. Joseph

Wilbur Bourland, son of Hillen Armour and Pricilla Frances (How-

land) Bourland, was born October 21, 1872, in Hannibal, Missouri.

His family first came to Dallas in 1877, but after four years,

they left to move about Texas, first to Sherman, then to George

town, Belton, Waco, Abilene, Cleburne, Waxahachie, back to Bel-

ton, and finally to Dallas . From 1892 to 1893 Bourland attended

Vanderbilt University, Nashville, and in 1895 he graduated from

the College of Physicians and Surgeons, Columbia University. His

internship lasted a year and a half, first in the Elizabeth Gen

eral Hospital, New Jersey, and then six months in the New York

Infant Asylum. He returned to Dallas in 1897 and commenced the

general practice of medicine, which in April, 1951, was still

flourishing.

Dr. Elbert Dunlap came to Dallas in 1898. He was born

132Mrs. William Deatherage to Marie Giles, April 1, 1951?

conference .

133Dr. J. W. Bourland to Marie Giles, November 2, 19^9,
conference .



264

in Miami, Saline County, Missouri, October 2, 1872, as the son

of Dr. John North and Maria (Mitchell) Dunlap. In 1896 he

graduated in general medicine from St. Louis' Beaumont Medical

College, which was later united into Washington University, and

in February, 1898, he settled in Dallas. Dr. Dunlap was still

practicing medicine in Dallas in April, 1951, though he had re

linquished much of his practice to his two sons, John E. and

Hudson.134

The last group of doctors, Campbell, Spann, Baird, and

Wells, came to Dallas in 1899* Dr. Peyton Law Campbell, son

of Edwin C. and Elizabeth (Law) Campbell, was born April 25,

1866, in Alvarado, Texas. He lived in Alvarado, until he en

tered medical school, the University of Louisiana, New Orleans,

and after graduating in 189^, he began the practice of medicine

in Pleasant Point, Johnson County, Texas. Later he moved to

Files, Hill County, and in 1899 he moved to Dallas. Campbell

was appointed in 1900 professor of obstetrics, pediatrics, and

intestinal diseases at Dallas Medical College.135 After years

of practice, he retired in September, 1936. Campbell died in

134Dr. Elbert Dunlap to Marie Giles, March 4, 1950, con

ference .

13::>Polk's Medical Register, 1902, p. 1872.
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Dallas October 1, 1936, and was buried at Oakland Cemetery.-136

The second non-specialist of 1899 was Dr. Robert Lee Spann, who

was born in Monticello, Wayne County, Kentucky. He came to

Texas early in life, locating first in McKinney and then in De

catur. In 1891*- he graduated from the Physio -Medical College of

Indianapolis. He practiced a year in Toledo, Ohio, and in 1898

settled in Denison, Texas. After graduating from Barnes Medical

College, St. Louis, in 1899, he returned to Denison for a short

time, and late in 1899 he settled in Dallas. In addition to

his previous training, he also took courses in Chicago and New

York and studied electro-therapeutics in the National College

of Electro -Therapeutics in Indianapolis. Spann is listed in

1900 as a proprietor with Dr. James M. Massie of the Physio-

Medical Institute in Dallas. He also built Spann Park in Oak

Cliff, which in 1906 was converted to a public amusement park.13

His death date is not registered in the city or county records.

Another physician, Dr. Raleigh William Baird, son of William

Leroy and Mary Ealnor (Lull) Baird, was born April 9, 1870, in

136Records of Deaths, City of Dallas, 1887-1951, manuscript
records in Bureau of Vital Statistics, Dallas, Vol. 46, reg. no.

2890.

137Hill (ed.), History of Greater Dallas. II, pp. 397-398.
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Shreveport, Louisiana. He spent his youth in Cleburne, Texas,

and after graduating from Southwestern University, Georgetown,

he entered Bellevue Hospital Medical College, New York. He

graduated in 1896 and after three years internship there, he

came to Dallas . During his first year in Dallas, he was ap

pointed visiting gynecologist for St. Paul's Hospital.138

Baird died in Preston Hollow, now a part of Dallas, on July 13,

19^1, and was buried at the Hillcrest Mausoleum.139

The last important physician of the nineties was Dr. J. T.

Wells, son of George Robert and Melissa (Lloyd) Wells. He was

born in Maysville, Kentucky, January 29, 1869, and entered the

University of Louisville in 1888, graduating in 1891. Locating

in 1891 at Brandenburg, Kentucky, he began the practice of medi

cine, but after eight years there, he left for Texas, arriving

in Dallas in l899 Beginning as an associate, though not a part

ner, of Dr. Lawrence Ashton, he practiced at the old Windsor

Hotel, later moving into Britton's Drugstore at the corner of

Elm and Akard streets. Wells married Addie Jenkins in Louisville,

Kentucky, July 14, 1891. He was in active practice in Dallas in

138Polk's Medical Register, 1902, p. 1871.

139Dallas County Death Records (manuscript records in

county clerk's office), Vol. XV, p. 607.
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April, 1951, with an office in the Southwestern Life Building.140

The physicians of the eighties and nineties contributed

more to medical science than those of the seventies. Because

there were many more physicians in the later period and because

they were paid more, each doctor was able to spend more time

studying and diagnosing individual cases. Most of them also had

better educations than their predecessors and were able to prac

tice more on the basis of knowledge than experience. The most

notable contribution, however, was in the trend toward specializa

tion. Whether the specialists were a benefit to medicine as a

science cannot be determined by laymen. They did, however, begin

a trend which has continued for fifty years to form the founda

tion of all modern professional medicine.

14Dr. J. T. Wells to Marie Giles, January 23, 1950, con

ference .



CHAPTER VTII

THE DRUGGIST, HIS DRUGSTORE, AND HIS PROFESSION

1880 - 1900

Character of the Drug Profession

1800-1900

Although physicians and their profession formed the es

sential part in the story of medicine, no history would be com

plete without attention to the druggist, whose knowledge of and

experience in handling drugs proved invaluable. Physicians and

druggists were dependent partners in the business of healing,

and without one, the other was handicapped. The doctors' part

was to supply the druggists their main source of income, the

revenue from prescriptions. The druggists, in exchange, gladly

offered office space and telephone service gratis for that pros

pective patronage. Also, they advertised frequently their will

ingness to fill orders with such words as:

We pay special attention to physicians' prescriptions
and use the very best materials in compounding them.

Hickox and Hearne, The Leading Druggists.1

Druggists supplied doctors with medicine by importing it in

Advertisement in Dallas News, October 1, 1885, p. 8.
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sizeable quantities for retail sale. They saved the physicians

money and the trouble of ordering it themselves from New York

or New Orleans. They kept on shelves great jars filled with any

items the doctors might order, leeches, sponges, mineral rocks,

surgical supplies, and all types of drugs, serums, and vaccines.

It was through the sale of these that druggists first made their

money. Their heavily ornamented stores contained large quanti

ties of the two most popular drugs, calomel and quinine. Nitrate

of silver was sold as a cure for sore throats, and lard, when

melted, was used to counteract internal burns and poison. Opium,

morphine, and cocaine were sold freely without the written per

mission of a physician, as was another pain reliever, liquor.

Only druggists had for sale the anesthetic, chloroform, and after

1885 they were able to supply surgeons with the new anesthetic,

ether. They also sold carbolic acid and copperas, which were

used not only by individuals but also in large quantities by the

city for disinfecting purposes.2

After a time, however, druggists found that the sale of

drugs and medicines was not sufficient to return any profit, so

they expanded their merchandise to include other commodities.

2Minutes of the City Council, II, August l6, 1878, p. 48l.
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Many pharmacies combined groceries and feed with the sale of

drugs, while others sold dental goods and photographic materials.

In addition, they became agents for many manufacturers through

out the country. In 1883 W. H. Hickox, a retail druggist, was

the agent for John Wyeth and Brothers' pharmaceutical prepara

tions and Squibb Company's prepared prescriptions. He adver

tised that he sold "Odontikos for Beautifying the Teeth," mos

quito lotion, and a fine line of French, American, and English

hair brushes, toilet soaps, and perfumes. He also kept a soda

fountain and advertised "Soda, Vichy, Kissengen, Seltzer, and

Saratoga Waters on Draught."3 W. H. Howell and Brother, whole

sale and retail druggists, had more to offer. They sold not

only wholesale and retail drugs, but "Pure Oils, Window Glass

and Putty," painters' supplies and ready-mixed paints, stationery,

liver pads, "Garden Seed of every Variety," and fine perfumes,

soaps, combs, and brushes. They even kept on hand "Violin

Strings, best quality."4 By selling an assortment of commodi

ties to customers, druggists hoped to meet expenses.

3Morrison and Fourmy's Directory, 1883-1884, pp. 137, l4l,
143, 149, 151.

4Morrison and Fourmy's Directory for 1880 and l88l, pp .

66, 80, 88, 112, 116, 120, 140, 180, 260.
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They soon discovered that the sale of patent medicines

brought them the best revenue. As a result, there was a scramble

among druggists to secure the rights as sole agents of patent

medicines and in many cases, to manufacture the nostrums for sale

to their customers. Patterson's Peach Stone Liniment, made from

the crushed seed of a peach, was manufactured in Dallas by William

H. Patterson and was reputed to cure by external application every

form of skin ailment. Other liniments for skin diseases were

electric eel oil and D. M. Bye's combination oil cure. Patent

medicines for internal use were even more common. Mineral waters,

such as Wooten Wells Water, were popular, as was the product of

the Alpine Herb Bitters Company. Coca-Cola, a health tonic, was

manufactured in Dallas between 189^ and 1896 by a company under

the management of D. B. Chandler. E. H. Pratt and Company made

Pratt's compound blood purifier and tonic, and a doctor, W. C.

Gillespie, was known for his "Extract of 13 Roots," which he sold

to local drugstores. Druggists also profited from the sale of

the patented products of the Atlantic Chemical Company in West

Dallas, "Ayers' Safety Soap, Sassaparine, Sure Chill Cure, [and]

Alternative Pills."5 The Mi-Cro-Line Medicine Company sold to

5Morrison and Fourmy's Directory, 1889-1890, p. 87.
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druggists the "Mi-Cro-Line Bladder and Kidney Cure," the catarrh

cure for instant relief, and a rheumatism cure which promised

to bring results.6 Electric cures were popular among laymen.

Electric Immediate Relief was sold to druggists by R. P. Rose

and J. M. Reagan. The H. S. Ervay Drug Company was the only

representative in Dallas for the Electro-Magnetic Pad Company

and, as distributors, advertised:

If troubled with Headaches or Dyspepsia, try

Electro-Magnetic Pad.

Most powerful Remedy for all Diseases is

Electro-Magnetic Pad.

Weak nerves, languid system, cured by

Electro-Magnetic Pad.

Rheumatism, Bilious Fever, cured by

Electro-Magnetic Pad.

Restore yourself to perfect health with

Electro -Magnetic Pad.7

Through the handling of doctors' prescriptions, the development

of drugstores into variety stores, and the manufacture and dis

tribution of patent medicines, druggists were able to endure the

strain of competition in their business.

gDallas Directory for 1900, pp. 6, 14, 500.

7Morrison and Fourmy's Directory for l880-l88l, pp. 234,
238, 248, 242, 250.
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Outstanding Pharmacies

between 1880 and 1900

The competition that characterized the drug business

during the eighties and nineties is most easily seen through

enumeration of the most popular retail stores, for there were

many. Two stores that were founded about 1880 or earlier were

Eisenlohr' s Drugstore and the City Drugstore. Founded by

Rudolph F. Eisenlohr, the first store was located at 8l6 Main,

corner of Field Street. It offered for sale at first just

drugs, later including groceries, then "Fancy and Toilet Ar

ticles" in its merchandise.8 In 1883 Eisenlohr took in his

brother Gustav A. Eisenlohr as a partner and a year later the

brothers built two stone drugstores at the cost of $12,000.

One was located on the old drugstore lot, 816 Main, corner of

Field, and the other was at 952-95**- Elm between Ervay and Stone

Streets. The following year the Eisenlohr Brothers took in

August Schneider as a partner, though the partnership was dis

solved by 1888 and one of the stores was sold to Francis Weich

sel. Weichsel kept the name of Eisenlohr from 1888 to 1890 and

by 1891 was proprietor of the Market Drugstore at 350 Elm Street.

8Morrison and Fourmy's Directory, 1886-1887, p. 133.
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He died in 1892.9 In the meantime, after the Eisenlohr brothers

had sold their drugstores, they returned to their native Ger

many. In 1390 Rudolph Eisenlohr returned to Dallas and became

manager of the Trinity Drugstore, incorporated in May, 1890. He

remained in Dallas until 1898 when he was president of the Dallas

Pharmaceutical Association.10 After that his name disappears

from the directory. The other partner in the Eisenlohr Drug

stores, August Schneider, is listed from 1886 to 1887, from 1889

to 1890, and from 1898 to 1900 as a druggist. The City Drug

store, founded in 1875 by Frank Beaumont, was located at 1118

Elm between Harwood and Cabell Streets. Its proprietor was Beau

mont until 1880 when Alexander T. Hensley joined him in partner

ship. Hensley, who had been in 1880 a cashier in the Dallas Ex

change Bank, remained with Beaumont until the store was closed

in 1882.11

Three drugstores that were established between 1883 and

1885 were the Central Drugstore, the Dallas Pharmacy, and the

Prescription Drugstore. The Central Drugstore, located at 933

9Mrs. Rufus Whitis (Frances Emelie Weichsel) to Marie

Giles, February 2, 1950, conference.

10Worley's Directory. 1898, p. 62.

11Gillespie and Work's Directory, l88l-l882, p. 16.
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Elm Street, was opened in 1883 by Max H. Starke and Company,

the company being Starke and Thomas M. Simpson.12 By 1889 the

store had changed ownership to John W. Evans and Augustus F.

Slater. They were proprietors for several years. In 1896 Miss

Lizzie Bates and Mrs. Ruth B. Foy were proprietors and managers

of the store. After 1896 the store is no longer listed in the

directory. The Dallas Pharmacy had a short life, existing only

from 1884 to 1885. It was located at 711 Elm Street and was

owned by a druggist, John W. Turner.13 A drugstore with a

longer existence was the Prescription Drugstore. It was estab

lished by James H. Bumpas in 1884 at 306 Main, corner of Jeffer

son, and remained under the proprietorship of Bumpas until 1897

when Walter F. Foy bought it. From 1897 until after 1900 Foy

was the sole owner.14

A popular year for the founding of drugstores was 1889.

In that year, among others, three important stores were opened.

All Kinds Drugs was established by Wilbur R. Shook and Walter H.

Boykin on the northwest corner of Main and Murphy Streets. In

12Morrison and Fourmy
'
s Directory, 1883-1884, p. 203.

13Morrison and Fourmy's Directory, 1884-1885, p. 257.

14Evans and Worley Directory, 1897, p. W.
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189^ Shook closed the store to become part owner of the Palace

Drugstore. The Courthouse Drugstore was established by two

doctors, Dr. John I. Fort and Dr. Robert E. McClenny. It was

located at 207 Main Street. In 1891 McClenny sold his share of

the partnership to a druggist, John Henry Haley, and Haley and

Fort operated the store until after 1900. The Post Office Drug

store, located at 333 Elm, corner of North Akard Street, existed

from 1889 to at least 189^. It was owned and operated by the

druggist, William R. Allen.15

In 1891 several pharmacies were established, some of them

with closely linked histories. The Market Drugstore was opened

in 1891 by Francis Weichsel, who also owned Eisenlohr 's Drugstore.

It was located at 350 Elm Street . Weichsel died in 1892 and the

store was operated at least until 1896 by his wife, Ella (Schaper)

Weichsel. Kirby's Drugstore existed from 1891 until after 1900.

It was owned by Wilson S. Kirby and James H. Bumpas, who also

from 1884 to 1900 owned the Prescription Drugstore located at

117 Main Street, corner of Lamar.16 Kirby remained in partner

ship with Bumpas until 1894, when Bumpas sold out to him. From

15Morrison and Fourmy
'
s General Directory of the City of

Dallas, 1883-1884, p. 568.

16Dr. Joseph Wilbur Bourland to Marie Giles, November 2,

1949, conference.
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1891* to after 1900 Kirby was sole owner. There were in 1900

about twenty-five doctors officing at his store.17 The El

Merito Pharmacy, City Park Pharmacy, and Oriental Drugstore

were closely linked through their proprietors. The first was

opened in 1891 by Albert De Lorenzi and Richard Schweickhardt

and was located in the Middleton Building near the post of

fice. From 1893 to after 1900 De Lorenzi was the sole owner.

The City Park Pharmacy, opened in 1893 by De Lorenzi and Schweick

hardt, was located at 435 South Ervay. Robert C. Kopisch was

manager. In 1894 the proprietorship changed to Emil Rhe inlander,

who owned it until after 1900. Kopisch, meanwhile, gave up the

managership of the City Park Pharmacy in 189k to become the pro

prietor of the Oriental Drugstore, located at the southeast

corner of Commerce and South Akard. He was still the owner in

1900. De Lorenzi and Schweickhardt had other interests besides

their drugstore. From 1891 to 1892 they were owners of the

Southern Drug and Chemical Company, and from 1893 to 1894 aside

from their proprietorship of the City Park Pharmacy, De Lorenzi

was vice-president of the Dallas Pharmaceutical Association.18

17Dr. J. T. Wells to Marie Giles, January 23, 1950, con

ference .

18Morrison and Fourmy's Directory, 1893-1891*-, pp. 64, 568.
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From 1894 to 1896 several drugstores of importance were

opened. The Encinal Pharmacy, located at 107 South Akard, was

opened in 1894 by J. I. Carter. In 1896 the pharmacy became

the property of E. Dudley Foy and Walter F. Foy, who held it un

til 1897. Walter F. Foy was owner of the Prescription Drugstore

from 1897 to 1900. E. Dudley Foy, however, continued the pro

prietorship of the Encinal Pharmacy from 1897 until after 1900.11

The McFarland brothers, James R. and John C, owned the Union

Depot Drugstore, situated at 598 Elm Street. They owned the

drugstore until long after 1900.20 The last drugstore, the East

Dallas Pharmacy, was opened in 1896 at 950 Main Street, corner

of Exposition Avenue. The first year the proprietors were Mar

vin G. Vaughan and Thomas C. Haley and from 1897 until after

1898 the owner was Jefferson D. Aldredge, who was also president

of the Palace Drug Company.21 The store is not listed in the

1900 directory. Because there were so many drugstores opening

between 1880 and 1900, there is little chance of including them

all. Most of them had short existences or had their names and

directory of Dallas, 1896, p. 507-

2Jackson, Sixty Years in Texas , p . 50.

2
^orley's Directory, 1898, p. 471.
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proprietorships altered so many times that they became lost

among other names in the directories; but the fact remains that

the increase in the number of stores and druggists paralleled

not only the increase in population but also the increase in

the number of physicians. The more doctors there were, the more

demand there was for drugstores to assist the medical profession.

Wholesale and Retail Drug Companies

The smaller drugstores and drug companies supplied in

dividual needs; the larger wholesale and retail firms supplied

the needs not only of individuals but also of other companies as

well. The William Henry Patterson and Company, retail druggists,

existed from 1880 until at least 1892. Patterson was first in

the drug business in 1878 as a drug clerk with H. Ervay and L. M.

Conner. In 1880 he established his own company with Zac Tolli

ver, and in an office and laboratory at 206 Market Street, they

manufactured a patent medicine, Patterson's Peach Stone Liniment.

The Company was called the Peach Stone Medicine Company. Pat

terson, with Henry F. Underwood, also opened a drugstore in 1880

at 111 Lamar Street.2^ In l88l the drugstore and the medicine

2^Morrison and Fourmy
'
s Directory for 1880 and l88l. pp.

186-187, 228, 230.
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company were consolidated into the W. H. Patterson and Company

with Patterson and Tolliver as proprietors. The partnership

was dissolved in 1884, but the W. H. Patterson and Company con

tinued with Patterson and Milton H. Hickox as partners, drug

gists, chemists, and manufacturers of Patterson's Peach Stone

Liniment. In 1886 Patterson replaced Hickox with his own

brother, Thomas H. Patterson, and the W. H. Patterson and Com

pany became proprietor of The Peoples' Druggists at 700 Main

corner of Poydras Street.^3 In the same year Patterson sold

his Peach Stone Medicine Company to Milton H. Hickox and John

R. Hearne. Patterson died between 1887 and 1889, because the

W. H. Patterson and Company in 1889 was under the proprietor

ship of his widow, Mrs. Nancy P. Patterson, whose residence was

in Holly Grove, Arkansas, and Samuel M. Stephenson, who lived

in Dallas. Thomas H. Patterson directed the company from 1891

to 1892 and by 1893 the company had disappeared. W. P. Tread-

well purchased The Peoples' Druggists, renamed it Peoples'

Pharmacy, and managed it at least until 1898.24 Because Tolli

ver was at one time part proprietor of the W. H. Patterson and

23Morrison and Fourmy's Directory, 1886-1887, p. 246.

^4Morrison and Fourmy
'
s Directory, 1889-1890, p. 576.
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Company, his drug concern of Williams and Tolliver was linked

in name with Patterson's. Zac Tolliver, who was mentioned as

a druggist with Jacob L. Williams from 1875 to 1879, joined

W. H. Patterson and Company in 1880 to manufacture Patterson's

Peach Stone Liniment. He also maintained his drugstore at 409

Main Street with Williams, and they sold drugs, photographers'

materials, and dental goods. From l88l to 1882 he and Williams

included Thomas Walker, who had from 1873 to 1880 been with

W. C. Conner, in their partnership. The firm of Williams,

Tolliver, and Walker, retail druggists, lasted only until 1884

when Tolliver disappeared from the directory. Williams, who

had joined Tolliver in 1875, remained with him until the firm

closed in 1884. From 1883 to 1884 he was also in the firm of

Crowdus, Baldwin, and Williams, with John William Crowdus and

William H. Baldwin. It was located at 828-832 Elm Street.25

After the firm of Williams, Tolliver, and Walker closed in 1884,

Williams formed his own company, the Jacob L. Williams and Com

pany, with Samuel L. May. The firm existed until 1897 when

Williams' name disappears from the directory. Williams was in

1892 one of the directors of the Texas College of Pharmacy, and

'Morrison and Fourmy
'
s Directory. 1883-1884, p. 105 .
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in 1896 was not only a partner of James H. Bumpas, agent of

Wooten Wells Water and druggists, but also vice-president of

the Dallas Pharmaceutical Association.^6

Three drug firms that existed in the seventies continued

to thrive in the eighties. L. Myers Conner, who had been in

1873 a clerk in W. C. Conner and T. Walker's Drugstore, in 1875

a partner of George C. Beeler, and from 1878 to 1879 a partner of

Henry S. Ervay, opened a drugstore of his own in 1880. His

store, at one time known as the Belt Line Drugstore, was located

at the corner of Elm and Harwood Streets and existed at least

until 1892. Conner was one of the outstanding druggists in

Dallas before the turn of the century. He was graduated from

the St. Louis College of Pharmacy, Missouri, in 1874, and before

1892 was elected a fellow of the Royal Chemical Society of Eng

land and a member of the American Pharmaceutical Association.

In I89O he was the representative from Texas at the state asso

ciation and in 1892 represented the southern states at the phar

maceutical section of the American Medical Association. He not

only served as city chemist of Dallas, but also in 1889 organized

and was president of the first pharmaceutical association in

28Directory of Dallas. 1896, pp. 70-72.
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Texas, the Dallas Pharmaceutical Association. In 1892 he in

stituted and chartered the Texas College of Pharmacy in Dallas.

He was on its board of directors and was director and instructor

in the chemical laboratory.^7 Conner had probably died in 1897

because Conner's Pharmacy was then owned by G. C. Lewis. Milton

H. Hickox, another important druggist, was in partnership with

several men during his career. From 1878 to 1879 he was pro

prietor with George T. Atkins of a drugstore at 577 Elm Street,

and from 1880 to 1882 he was proprietor with Jefferson M. House

of a drugstore at 605 Main Street . Hickox kept his store alone

from 1883 to 1884 and in the last year joined William H. Patter

son and Company of Peach Stone fame. Hickox and John R. Hearne

became partners in 1885 and by 1886 had purchased the Peach

Stone Medicine Company. Hickox is mentioned in no directories

after 1887. Jefferson M. House was first a prescription clerk

with Jacob L. Williams and Zac Tolliver from 1878 to 1879 and

by 1880 had joined Hickox. From 1883 to after 1900 he was pro

prietor of his own drugstore at 715 Main Street. John R. Hearne

is listed only in the years 1886 to 1887 when he and Hickox were

manufacturers of Peach Stone Liniment at 601 Main Street corner

27Memorial and Biographical History , pp. 312-313.
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of Lamar.28 The last important wholesale and retail firm of

the period was William H. Howell and Brother. In 1875 Howell

was with H. C. Hoskins, wholesale and retail druggist at 607

Elm Street. By 1878 Howell and his brother, Robert H. Howell,

who resided in Shreveport, Louisiana, owned the company at 607

Elm.29 W. H. Howell and Brother Company continued to exist at

the same address and under the same proprietors, from 1878 to

1896, when the name disappears from the directory. Howell was not

only in the drug business, but also was the county chemist in

l88l, with a contract to fill prescriptions at 14 cents each.30

Incorporated Drug Firms of

the Eighties and Uineties

Perhaps the most important drug firm in all Dallas medi

cal history was the J. W. Crowdus Drug Company, incorporated in

1882. Dr. Crowdus, already mentioned among the druggists of the

l870s, was in the drug business with J. L. Williams in 1873. By

l88l he and his son, Eugene H. Crowdus, organized their own

28Morrison and Fourmy's Directory. 1886-1887, p . 172 .

29Morrison and Company's Directory for 1878-1879. p. 106.

3WPA, Dallas Guide and History, p. 00485.
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company, though the location is not listed; and a year later in

1882 the company was incorporated. Meanwhile, Crowdus was

elected mayor of Dallas on May 17, l88l, and after remaining in

office two terms, he returned to his drug business in I883.31

For a year he was with W. H. Baldwin and Jacob L. Williams at

828-832 Elm Street, and in 1884, after building a large ware

house and store for $20,000, he established and became presi

dent of the wholesale firm, J. W. Crowdus Drug Company, on the

southeast corner of Main and Field Streets.32 By 1889 the com

pany was located at 252-254 Commerce. Its capital surplus in

1891 amounted to $146,000 and in 1893 to $158,238. The other

officers in the company in 1893 beside Crowdus were James H.

Henry, vice-president; Eugene H. Crowdus, treasurer; John T.

Berry, secretary) and a board of directors composed of these

men with the addition of Crowdus' son-in-law, T. L. Marsalis.

By 1896 the capital surplus had grown to $168,238. Dr. Crowdus

died in Dallas September 11, 1895, and was buried with his wife,

Fanny (Ball) Crowdus, at the Masonic Cemetery on Akard Street.33

-Vackson, Sixty Years in Texas , p. 217.

32Morrison and Fourmy's Directory, 1884-1885, p . 51 .

33Records obtained from inscription on grave marker of

Dr. J. W. Crowdus, Masonic Cemetery.
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The company, however, continued to exist long after his death

under the guidance of President James H. Henry until 1898 and

President Eugene H. Crowdus from 1898 until after 1900. In 1898

the capital surplus was listed as $l8l,601.34

Four important drug companies were incorporated between

1889 and 1890. The Meyer Brothers Drugstore, a wholesale im

porting and exporting company, was incorporated March 29, 1889,

by Christian F. G. Meyer. It was located at 305-307 Elm between

Jefferson and Market and at the time of its organization had a

capital stock of $1,750,000. The officers were C. F. G. Meyer,

president; Theodore F. Meyer, first vice-president; Henry J.

Meyer, second vice-president; John F. W. Meyer, treasurer; and

Gustave J. Meyer, assistant secretary.35 The company is not

listed in the directory after 1892. Another incorporated com

pany, Dallas Medicine Manufacturing Company, was made into a

legal corporation with $10,000 capital surplus in June, 1889,

by Dr. Jabez V. Childers. It was located at 805 Main Street

with a laboratory on the southwest corner of Cabell and Preston

Road and was established for the manufacture of Dr. Gillespie's

34Dallas Directory for 1900. p. 43.

35Directory of Dallas. 1891-1892, p. 7^.
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Extract of 13 Roots. The president was Childers and the vice-

president was Dr. W. C. Gillespie. H. G. Randall and Paul

Furst were secretary and treasurer, respectively.36 The Trinity

Drugstore, already mentioned in connection with R. F. Eisenlohr,

was incorporated May 3, 189O, with a capital surplus of $7,000.

William Clemens of New Braunfels was the president and R. F.

Eisenlohr was manager of the store. The store is not mentioned

after 1896. The last company to be incorporated by the end of

I89O was the G. F. Floyd Medicine Company. It was established

by Floyd with a capital stock of $20,000 and was located at 1009

Ross Avenue. Floyd was president and secretary and T. E. Van

Landingham of Lone Oak, Texas, was treasurer. The company was

still in existence in 1897.37

Five companies were incorporated between 1891 and 1892.

The Southern Germicide Manufacturing Company was made into a

corporation in June, 1891, with offices at 28l Elm and 111 South

Lamar. It is not listed after 1892. The Saxet Medicine Company

was incorporated with a capital surplus of $50,000 in October,

1891. Its location was not recorded. John T. Gillett was

'Morrison and Fourmy
*
s Directory . 1889-1890, p . 172 .

Evans and Worley Directory, 1897, p. 58.
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president, manager, and treasurer; H. D. Markham was first vice-

president; T.J. Murphy was second vice-president; and Simon F.

Murphy was secretary. From 1894 to 1896 the officers were the

same, except for the addition of E. L. Trimble as manager.

The Lone Star Medicine Company, manufacturers of proprietary

medicines, was incorporated by Frank M. Faught in December, 1891.

Its capital stock was $30,000, and it was located at 532 Main

Street, though in 189k the location was changed to 3L4 Commerce.

The president was Frank Faught; vice-president, William D. Trent;

secretary, J. Willie Faught; and treasurer, J. W. Buries. In

1894 the president was B. F. Crowley.39 The company is not

listed after 1895. The Texas Ammonia and Chemical Company was

incorporated in 1891 with a capital stock of $20,000. It was

located at 115 Carondelet, corner of Houston, and was directed

by Edward Mallinckrodt . Its manager was William Enfield.40

The last company to be noticed was chartered in 1691 and in

corporated with $50,000 capital stock in 1892. It was called

38Morrison and Fourmy's General Directory of the City of

Dallas, 189A-1895, PP- ^2-43.

39Ibid.

40Memorial and Biographical History , pp. 303-306.
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Thurmond Medicine Company until its incorporation in 1892 when

it became the Thurmond Chemical Company. The company was lo

cated on the northeast corner of Beckley and Jefferson Avenues

in Oak Cliff41 and was still listed at the same address in 1900.

The drug companies incorporated between 189^ and 1895

were the Texas Drug Company, the McDowell Medicine Manufactur

ing Company, and the Palace Drug Company. The Texas Drug Com

pany, with a capital surplus of $100,000, was incorporated

July 1, 189**-, by Guy Sumpter. Its location is not recorded,

though it existed at least until 1900. Guy Sumpter was presi

dent until 1898 when Y. Bartholow replaced him. The McDowell

Medicine Manufacturing Company with a capital stock of $10,000,

was incorporated on April 10, 1895, by W. W. McDowell. In 1896

Jesse W. Rankin was president and in 1897 W. W. McDowell was

president, R. B. Fox was vice-president, R. W. Hannaway was

secretary, and J. T. Howard was treasurer.42 The Palace Drug

Company, which was functioning in 189^ as a store under the

proprietorship of Wilbur F. Shook and Commodore P. Cooper, was

incorporated in 1895 by J. D. Aldredge. It had a capital surplus

4
directory of Dallas, 1891-1892, p. 77.

42Evans and Worley Directory, 1897, p. 58.
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of $30,000 and existed at least until 1900 when Russell V.

Rogers became the proprietor. The location of the drugstore

was not recorded.43

The last incorporated drugstore of importance was formed

on December 13, 1897, with a capital stock of $5,000. It was

located on the southwest corner of Lancaster and Jefferson

Avenues in Oak Cliff and was functioning as early as 1891 with

Mrs. Laura E. Cormick as proprietor. She was in charge of the

store until its incorporation when her husband, Dr. J. W. Cor

mick, became president. She was secretary and J. A. Barnard was

treasurer. In 1900 Mrs. Cormick and Garland P. Tarrant were

proprietors ,44

Periodicals and Organizations for Druggists

Because associations and periodicals for druggists did

not appear in Dallas before the 1890s, there is no opportunity

to discuss their growth or development over any length of time.

By 1900 only one association, one college, two periodicals,

and one social club for pharmacists had been organized in Dallas.

43Dallas Directory for 1900, p. 485.

44Ibid., p. 484.
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The association was the Dallas Pharmaceutical Associatinn, or

ganized in May, 1889, by L. Myers Conner. At first there were

forty members and they held meetings in the city courtroom,

changing to an office at 213 Main Street in 1893. In 1896 the

membership had increased to forty-four and in 1898 to fifty,

and their meetings were held at the Elk's Hall. The officers

from 1891 to 1892 were Conner, president; John A. Rippetoe,

who was proprietor of the Metropolitan Drugstore, treasurer;

and James M. Pace, who was son of Dr. Jesse M. Pace, secretary.

From 1893 to 189^ the officers were altered to Pace, president;

Richard Schweickhardt, vice-president; Rippetoe, secretary; and

J. M. Klauber, treasurer. Wilbur Shook was president and Jacob

Williams was vice-president in 1896 and in 1898 R. F. Eisenlohr

was president, William Apperson was vice-president, and E. G.

Eberle was secretary and treasurer.43 The organization is not

listed in the directory of 1900.

The only college for pharmacists before 1900, the Texas

College of Pharmacy, was chartered in Dallas in 1892 by L. Myers

Conner, assisted by the manager of the Queen City Drugstore,

Hudson D. Rice. A group of druggists, Conner, W. F. Shook,

'Worley's Directory, 1898, p. 62.
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C. K. Klauber, Jacob Williams, John A. Rippetoe, and R. Cotter,

composed the board of directors, and Conner was to fill the

chair of chemistry. The curriculum covered courses in chemis

try, pharmacy, materia medica, and microscopic botany.46 There

is no record of the college in the city directories, so it

probably did not exist for more than a few years.

There were two periodicals published in Dallas before

1900 for the benefit of druggists. The Southwestern Druggist,

a newspaper issued the fifteenth of each month, was owned by

the Ford Brothers, editors, publishers, and proprietors. It

was first opened in 1891 at 172 Elm Street47 but by 1897 the

office was moved to 296 Main Street. The periodical was still

functioning in 1900. The other periodical, the Texas Druggist,

was first published in 1898 in an office at 240-242 Commerce.

It was issued the fifteenth of each month by the Texas Druggist

Publishing Company and was under the supervision of the editor,

Felix Parsons. In 1900 the office was located at 212-214 Com

merce Street .48

'Memorial and Biographical History, pp. 312-313.

Directory of Dallas , I89I-I892, p. 8l.

'Dallas Directory for 1900, p. 51.
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The only social organization for the druggists in the

nineties was the "Sunday School," already mentioned in connec

tion with Dallas physicians. William Apperson, a druggist, or

ganized the club in the early nineties in the back of his store,

which had been opened in 1891 at 232 Main, corner of Poydras.

Druggists, physicians, and other prominent citizens gathered

there every Sunday morning to avoid church, spin yarns, and

listen to red-headed "Will" Apperson play the violin. Several

of the men were violinists and later formed the "Fiddlers' Club"

to which no man under fifty years of age might belong. Once a

year the members of the "Sunday School," about twenty-five in

number, spent two weeks hunting and fishing in Van Zandt County.

The social club existed long after 1900, probably as long as

Apperson held an open house to the members . The social club,

periodicals, the college, and the association, all emphasized

the growing importance of the drug profession.

As has already been shown, the character of the profes

sion, unlike that of the medical profession, was at first spe

cialized. Later, druggists expanded their businesses to include

not only groceries, feed, toilet goods, and hardware, but the

manufacture and distribution of patent medicines as well. The

number of pharmacies increased considerably in the l880s and
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l890s over the number during the previous decade, and each phar

macy expanded within itself to meet the growing flood of compe

tition. Also, druggists, to help meet expenses, began to cater

less to physicians and more to lay clientele. They paved the

way for the modern pharmacy, which not only renders assistance

to the physician but also provides every citizen with many fa

cilities for comfortable living.



CHAPTER IX

HISTORY OF PUBLIC HEALTH AND THE CITY HOSPITAL

1880 - 1890

City Health Officers:

Carter, l879-l88l;

Field, 1881-1882;

Sewsom, 1882-1884;

Carter, 1884-1890

Although the peak in public health developments was

reached in the period from 1873 to 1875, progress did continue

through the l880s. The chief difference between the two periods

was that developments during the second period were at a much

slower pace and were marked by constant struggling between the

health officer and the city council. In spite of the difficul

ties, the condition of public health and sanitation was con

siderably improved in 1882 by the creation of the office of

city scavenger and in 1885 by the addition of a building to the

city hospital.

The city health officers were the aggressive crusaders

for these improvements. Dr. John L. Carter, who had been

elected health physician on April 30, 1879, continued to serve

until April 25, l88l. On April 21, an election was held in the

city council, and the vote was recorded as follows: Dr. Samuel W.

Field, four votes; Dr. John W. Jones, two votes; Dr. James L.

295
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Adams, one vote; and Dr. J. B. Childers, one vote. Field was

declared elected"1" and entered office on April 25 to serve one

year.

Dr. Samuel W. Field, son of Samuel and Martha W. Field,

was born in Atlanta, Georgia, August 5, 1839. After gradua

tion from Tulane University, New Orleans, he entered the Con

federate Army as a medical officer with the Georgia Volunteers.

In 1866 he moved to Dallas with his widowed mother, three

brothers, and four sisters, and even before his mother's death

on December 11, 1869, he was practicing medicine. On January 9,

1869, he advertised in the Dallas Herald that as a physician

in general medicine, obstetrics, and surgery, he offered his

services to the citizens of Dallas and hoped that they would

rely on him particularly for cases of surgery and chronic

diseases of the eye.2 Field was elected recording secretary

of the 1870-1871 medical society, and by 1878 he was practicing

in an office at 603 Main Street with a residence at 88 Bryan

between North Harwood and Masten. He became health officer on

Smites of the City Council, III, April 21, l88l, p.
375.

2WPA, Safeguarding the Public Health (The Men), p. 5.
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April 25, l88l, and eight months later by ordinance he was

granted the meager salary of $720 per year. The most important

development in public health during Field's administration was

the creation in March, 1882, of the office of city scavenger.

Before that time the health physician had to perform the duties

of a scavenger and slop contractor, but now with the appointment

of a city scavenger, his duties were altered. The health physi

cian was no longer a sanitary enforcement officer, but an ad

ministrative officer. Also, with the sanitation taken care of,

he was now free to spend more time aiding the indigent sick and

making improvements on the city hospital and pest house. After

serving one term as health officer, Field resigned on May 2, 1882,

to become the surgeon for the Gould Railroads in Texas. In 1898

he was appointed state inspector at Beaumont during the city's

yellow fever epidemic. Later, he moved to Houston where he

lived until 1910, when he returned to Dallas. He died in Dallas,

May lo, 1912, and was buried at the Masonic Cemetery on Akard

Street. Field was married twice. His first wife, Vienna John

son, of Fort Worth, died in Dallas in 1882. His second wife was

Miss Margaret Parker, daughter of Colonel Robert H. Parker of

Abilene.3

3Carlisle, History of the Old Cemetery, p. 9.
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Dr. Marshall M. Newsom, Dallas' fourth health physician,

assumed office May 2, 1882. Very few records have been found

on his activities outside the state of Texas. A native of

Tennessee, either of Lebanon or Bellbuckle,4 he was graduated

from the University of Nashville in 1856. He came to Dallas

between 1873 and 1875, opening an office at 503 Elm with a

residence at 319 Canton, and by October 2, 1875, he had become

the jail physician for Dallas County. In 1876 he was elected

first vice-president and on March 27, 1877, was named one of

the censors of the 1876-1877 medical society. He was also

elected alderman from the fourth ward for three consecutive

terms, from April 4, 1876, to April, 1879, though he retired

on December 3, 1878, before his last term was completed. The

city council presented him with a gold-headed cane in appre

ciation of his service.5 Newsom served two terms as health

officer, from 1882 to May 6, 1884. He was absent from duty

beginning July 24, 1882, when the city council granted him a

4WPA, Safeguarding the Public Health (The Men), pp. 7-8,

says that while in college Newsom listed his home town as

Lebanon, and later when in Dallas, he listed his home town in

the medical register as both Dallas and Bellbuckle.

5Minutes of the City Council, II, December 3, 1878, p.

527.
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month's leave to visit Bellbuckle, Tennessee, with his wife.

Dr. J. L. Carter acted as health officer until his return. Dr.

Newsom continued the practice of medicine along with his public

services. During the l880s he kept an office first over 603

Main, later at 601 and 700 Main Street. During the nineties

his office was on the corner of Main and Akard, on the main

route to- one of the cemeteries. He often sat outside his of

fice and whenever a funeral procession passed, he would say,

"Well, it serves them right, they knew I was in town."6 Ac

cording to an early settler, he was a short man with a black

beard and was possessed with a most winning quality, a sense

of humor. He once told a prim and delicate young lady that

the only way to avoid smallpox was to smoke cigars. Newsom

ran again for health officer on May 12, 1890, but was defeated

by Dr. W. R. Wilson. He practiced medicine all through the

l890s and in 1898 was the assistant surgeon at Parkland, the

city hospital. By 1899 he had left his home on Junius Street

to return to Bellbuckle, Tennessee, where he later died. His

only son, A. B. Newsom, was also buried in Tennessee, though

6Dr. J. T. Wells to Marie Giles, January 23, 1950, con

ference .
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neither of their death dates is known.7

The health officer to succeed Newsom was Dr. John L.

Carter, whose history has already been given in connection with

his term as health officer from 1879 to l88l. His second term

was much longer, lasting from May 6, 1884, to May 12, 1890, and

it was during his term, rather than the rest of the decade,

that most of the progress, in public health was made. When Car

ter retired in l88l, the Dallas Herald said:

It affords us pleasure to bear testimony to the effi

ciency, the zeal and energy of Dr. Carter during the

two terms that he filled the position of health of

ficer in Dallas. He was faithful to the trust re

posed in him, prompt in all his duties, able in their

performances and earnest in his endeavors for the

sanitary improvement of the city, doing all that could

be done with facilities and assistance given him by
the city authorities.8

It was with this same faith in his abilities that the city coun

cil elected him health officer again in 1884 and re-elected him

five terms thereafter. It was during his term of office in

1885 that another building was added to the city hospital and

improvements made in sanitation and sewage disposal. It was

7Mrs. Leslie B. Clark to Marie Giles, October 24, 1949,
conference .

8As quoted in WPA, Safeguarding the Public Health (The
Men), p. 19.
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also during his administration that the status of the health

officer was improved in certain respects. By an ordinance of

1889, the health physician was ordered to devote a part of each

day to service in the city hospital. He must visit the pa

tients at least once a day and prepare or direct to be pre

pared all medicines prescribed. He must also discharge and re

ceive patients.
a

Now the health officer had become less of an

impersonal overseer and more of a family physician to the in

digent sick. Another improvement in the office was an appre

ciable raise in salary. On September 12, 1885, the health of

ficer's pay was raised from $720 per year to $75 per month, and

in May, 1888, it became $100 a month, a total yearly increase

of $480.
xo

Developments in the Department of Sanitation

To the new board of health, Drs. J. W. Crowdus, G. Schiff,

R. W. Allen, and LaBaume Elliott, appointed on January 20, 1880,

the objectives of primary concern were in regard to cleanliness

Revised Ordinances of the City of Dallas . 1889, Chapter

VII, p. 172.

100rdinance Records of the City of Dallas (manuscript
records in office of the city secretary), III, March 25, 1885-

August 12, 1886, September 12, 1885, p. 158.
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of the city. On June 21, 1880, an ordinance was passed on

their recommendation prohibiting the deposit of filth, loose

paper, or trash on sidewalks and streets. The disposal of

trash was to be in covered boxes or barrels placed on the out

side of the sidewalk, which were to be removed as soon as the

street cleaner had emptied them. Any violation of the ordinance

incurred a fine of not less than $5.00 nor more than $100.
1X

Less than a year later, in April, l88l, the Dallas Herald

stressed the necessity of cleaning up the streets and the city

in general. With the increase in the number of cases of meningi

tis, tuberculosis, typhoid fever, and dysentery, urgent pleas

were made that the city council take immediate action to rid the

city of filth. Apparently the ordinance of 1880 had not been

enforced; but later, In 1882, with the appointment of the first

city scavenger, some results were achieved. The disappointing

timidity of the city council in regard to improvements even ex

tended to refusing a new invention, an "oderless excavating Ap

paratus for emptying vaults cesspools etc." Their excuse for

refusal was depleted funds.12 Perhaps the most important improvement

1
Ordinance Records, I, June 21, 1880, p. 432.

12Minutes of the City Council, III, June 21, l88l, p. 4l7.
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in sanitation during the entire decade was the establishment

in 1884 of the first system of sewers and drains for the city of

Dallas. The ordinance ruled that sewers were to be built only

of "earthen ware-vitrified clay pipes of the best quality

joined with fresh strong cement mortar-laid at least two feet

deep." Above that depth the vertical pipes were to be of cast

iron, and all pipes had to be at least four inches in diameter

at every point. The main sewer of the city was to be built on

Murphy Street between Elm and the south side of Commerce.13 Al

though the sewerage system was an important innovation in sani

tary methods, and although it solved the difficulty of divert

ing refuse, it did not provide for the disihtegration of the sewage.

On May 20, 1884, Health Officer Carter recommended the securing

of two dumping grounds, one for the burial of dead animals and

the other for the disposal of privy filth, to be located at the

end of the Main Street sewer. Not only the health officer but

also the mayor was dissatisfied with existing conditions, for on

June 3 he wrote to the council that the city was "in a much worse

condition than I have known it for a long time. Owing to wet

130rdinance Records of the City of Dallas (manuscript
records in office of the city secretary), II, February 9, 1882 -

March 25, 1885, January 13, 1883, pp. 40-47.
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weather and insufficient police arrangements, steps must be

taken at once." His recommendation was that the entire street

force be employed and two hundred barrels of lime be used to clean

up the gutters, alleys, and low places.14 Both the recommenda

tion of the health officer and that of the mayor were executed,

but the health physician's recommendation backfired three years

later. He wrote to the council:

I have the honor to inform you that the City Dumping
Ground is the worst disgrace to the City and is the

worst nuisance that I have ever seen. Its condition

is indescribable. It is impossible to live in less

than half a mile of it in its present condition.15

The unbearable condition must have been remedied, because by the

time of the health officer's annual report in 1888, there was no

hint of dissatisfaction with the dumping ground. At that time,

according to the health physician, there was a sanitary force of

two wagons and teams with drivers, one cart with a driver, one

sewer inspector, and one special police officer. The sanitary

14Minutes of the City Council, IV, June 3, 1884, p. 456.

15Minutes of the City Council (manuscript records in of

fice of the city secretary), City of Dallas, Vols. I-XXVI, Sep

tember 19, 1868 - March 11, 1901, VII, June 21, 1887 - April l4,

1888, September 10, 1887, p. 135-
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force was praised highly by the health physician and his only

request was for a raise in pay for the special police officer.

The general sanitary condition of the city was good. About the

city's water supply, he said, "Taking the water as it is now we

are on equal footing with most other cities and far better than

some." About cleanliness of streets, he said, "Nothing adds

more to purifying surface soil than good streets, paved with

durable wood or stone, impervious to water. On the removal of

night soil from the city nothing does it so quickly and so eco

nomically as the Waring sewer system, which we have here." He

added that the best sanitary measure was to pave the streets and

extend the sewer system. To improve the existing sewers he sug

gested more flush tanks to wash them out, more manholes through

which to clean and inspect them, and more catch-basins to clear

them of silt. The garbage, he said, was now being handled satis

factorily by the sanitation department. All dead animals and

"night soil" were being removed to the dumping ground and burned.

His last request was for a garbage furnace, costing $5,000,16

which was not to be granted until the l890s.

The problem of livestock in the city limits had been a

Committee on Codification, Code of the City of Dallas .

pp. 163-166, 168-169.
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point of contention for years. To insure a cleaner city, how

ever, the city council on February 23, 1880, finally decided

to forbid stock in the city. An ordinance was passed making it

unlawful for anyone to allow any horses, mules, or cattle to

run at large on the streets. The one exception was milk cows,

which were allowed on the streets between 8 A.M. and 6 P.M.17

Stray dogs also worried the city authorities so much that in

l88l the sanitary force was ordered to purchase once a week one

hundred strychnine -poisoned sausages to kill stray dogs. "As

there is no cure for rabies accessible to people, the remedy is

prevention. A well kept unemployed dog is a dangerous animal."

Since bites from vicious dogs were one of the city's commonest

injuries, according to the health officer, it was recommended

that all dogs be penned or closely watched.18

The cleanliness of the city and the restrictions on ani

mals were only two aspects of the sanitation department's

duties. It also had to maintain healthy standards in regard to

food, particularly milk. Before the l880s, milk was inspected

by the city chemist only when it was thought to be adulterated,

170rdinance Records, I, February 23, 1880, p. 412.

18Committee on Codification, Code of the City of Dallas .

p. 169.
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but in 1880 when milk dealers themselves urged the city coun

cil to inspect their products, conditions began to improve.

On December 9, 1880, it became unlawful to sell any milk, ex

cept buttermilk, which had a specific gravity of less than

1 029/100. All milk was to be inspected by the city chemist

at least twice a month or as often as he chose. Another important

regulation imposed by the ordinance was that all milk dealers must

register with the city chemist and must be licensed by him in

order to sell.19 The sale of meat was also to be supervised. On

August 12, 1886, an ordinance was passed which forbade the selling

of any fresh meat and sausages except in bulk outside a regularly

licensed butcher shop. All butchers and dealers in fresh meats

or fresh salted meats must buy a license, the cost of which was

to be determined by the amount of meat they sold. For selling

meat without a license or peddling it "outside his regularly

licensed stall," a vendor was fined $100 ,20

The prevention of all epidemics was one of the most im

portant duties of the department of health and sanitation.

Fever scares of all sorts continued during the l880s, with armed

190rdinance Records, I, December 9, 1880, p. 462.

2QIbid., Ill, August 12, 1886, p. 156.
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posses often stationed at the edge of town to prevent the entry

of travelers from infected areas. At one time, city authori

ties rejected an entire train at Mesquite, a few miles east of

Dallas, because of the fear that the passengers carried small

pox.21 There was, however, during the eighties not one danger

ous epidemic. In May, 1884, Health Officer Newsom reported to

the city council that the state of the public health was fairly

good. During the previous year the total number of deaths was

359, the largest mortality being among children under ten years

of age. In 1885 Carter reported, "The health of the city is

good, no epidemic of any sort."22 By 1888 the general health

was even better. No diseases were prevalent enough to be la

beled epidemic, and the total number of deaths for the year was

only 348, eleven deaths to every 1,000 people. Health Officer

Carter had only two suggestions, that all buildings be con

structed with a better view toward ventilation and that during

the summer all food or liquid, to be purified, be boiled for one

hour. Later, in fear of smallpox, he suggested to the council

21WPA, Dallas Guide and History, p. 00440.

22Minutes of the City Council (manuscript records in of

fice of the city secretary), City of Dallas, I-XXVI, September

19, 1868 - March 11, 1901, V, November, l884-July, 1886, July
10, 1885, p. 222.
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that the entire populace be vaccinated with bovine virus, but

the council rejected his proposal, since smallpox had not been

prevalent enough to justify it.23 The only disease of epidemic

proportions during the entire decade was a smalL one of measles .

During February and March, 1889, many cases developed, but they

were mild. Fifty deaths occurred in March but none of them

was from measles . By March the measles had entirely disappeared

and the health of the city was good.24

Creation of the Office of City Scavenger, 1882

Closely allied to the affairs of sanitation and health

was the establishment in 1882 of the office of city scavenger.

The history of the city scavenger began in May, 1879, when

Health Officer Carter stated the necessity of cleaning the sewers

and gutters promptly. Because the council was unable to think

of a proper and frugal method of executing his wishes, he suggested

that the city enter into a contract with "some responsible parties

Minutes of the City Council (manuscript records in of

fice of city secretary), City of Dallas, I-XXVT, September 19,
1868 - March 11, 1901, IX, October 20, 1888 - May 15, 1889,
February 2, 1889, pp. 293-29**.

Minutes of the City Council, IX, April 6, 1889, p. 46l.
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to do the night scavenger work and removal of slops and such

filth from the city."25 Without delay the city attorney drafted

an ordinance, which was passed on July 15, l879 It stated that

six or more persons were to be selected in August of each year

to fill the offices of city scavenger. They were to pay $20.00

per year for a license and were required to clean all privies

and dispose of all refuse. Their right was to have a monopoly

on the scavenger job and to receive as compensation any pay the

council decided. In all cases, the money must be paid by the

person having the work done. Failure of any scavenger to fulfil

his duty might cost him a fine of not more than $50.00.26 The

scheme proved satisfactory for a time, but. in 1882, the council,

deciding one scavenger might supervise all collection of refuse,

created the office of city scavenger, and on March 21, 1882, the

ordinance describing the office and its functions was passed.

The scavenger had the same duties as his predecessors, except

that he was now to supervise the work of his employees and was

to be paid by the city. Later, he was given the duty not only

of cleaning privies, but also of removing garbage and cleaning

25Minutes of the City Council, III, June 17, 1879, p. ^5-

260rdinance Records, I, July 15, 1879, p. 376.
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the gutters and sewers . The first city scavenger appointed

was W. Hadin Fisher, who assumed office on March 21, but re

signed on April 27, l882.27 It is not known who succeeded him.

The Addition to the City Hospital, 1880-1885

The city hospital was still a three -room frame house on

the northwest corner of Columbia and South Lamar. In 1880 dur

ing Carter's first term, an addition was built, a lean-to in the

rear to be used as a kitchen and storeroom and a small one -room

house in the yard for the steward to live in. The improvements

apparently were not sufficient, for on February 21, 1882, the

city council appointed a committee of three to buy ten acres of

land "on which to build a suitable building for a permanent

Hospital and Pest-House. As soon as the committee made the

purchase, the old hospital house and grounds on Lamar Street were

to be sold. The same day the council estimated that for the com

ing year the probable cost for supplies and patients in the hos

pital would be 3,000. This estimate did not include the

Minutes of the City Council, III, April 27, 1882, p. 594.

Ibid.. Ill, February 21, 1882, p. 564.
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unexpected repairs on the hospital, which had to be made in

May, 1882. The repairs were only temporary, however, for a

short time later the old house was destroyed and a small new one

was built on the same lot.29 Meanwhile, the committee of three

asked to be Relieved of their duty of finding a hospital lot be

cause they were unable to locate a suitable one. Failing to

find a better location, the city late in 1882 purchased a lot

50 x 100 feet adjoining the existing hospital from Harriet Thomp

son and Mary McGraw. They paid them the sum of $1,000 in cash.30

By this purchase, the city had doubled the size of its hospital

lot; its next problem was doubling the size of the hospital. On

November 7, 1883, the committee on buildings was ordered to re

move the hospital from its lot within thirty days, because the

lot had been purchased to be used as grounds for a colored pub

lic school. Fortunately, the order was vetoed by the mayor who

was sustained by the council, since "no lot has been Purchased

for the Hospital. And no Hospital erected to remove the Present

Hospital to." Besides, the transaction would incur unnecessary

29"Dallas Has a New Hospital,
"

in Dallas News. May 20,

189^.

3Ibid.

/
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expense, "as neither the Hospital or School has been incon

venienced."31 The council did continue to consider buying a

new hospital lot. On December 18, a recommendation was adopted

to purchase a lot on Good Street from W. H. Prather for $650.

Three weeks later the order to buy the lot was withdrawn because

the council lacked the funds.32 Citizens, and particularly the

health officer, however, wanted more improvements for the exist

ing hospital and persisted in their demands before the council.

On December 16, 1884, Health Officer Carter wrote that he wished

to:

call your attention to the need of the Patients . . .

for More Comfortable Quarters. As the weather gets

Colder, we have more indigent Sick. The present quar
ters are Not Comfortable for those we have Now. In

Cold wet weather it rains into the Womens apartment

through the rotten roof. We have on an average about

17 Patients daily. At Present we have 4 Women and

will have to take more. I would suggest that Some

thing Might be done in the way of repairs to the old

buildings . . . .33

The council took action immediately and by February, 1885, the

committee on hospital was able to report that the premises had

31Minutes of the City Council, IV, November 7, 1883, p.
307.

^Ibid., January 5, 1884, p. 335-

*Ibid., V, December l6, 1884, p. 26.

32-

33n
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been cleaned and whitewashed and that the old hospital was in

a fair sanitary condition.

It was early in 1885 that important changes occurred in

the hospital. Earlier in the decade, part of the land facing

Market Street, which the council had purchased for the hospital,

was sold to the Negro school in the first ward, and on that

property a frame schoolhouse was built. On May 19, 1885, the

council issued the following order:

Portion of Hospital lot sold by City for the colored

school No. 1 is to be transferred back to City for

Hospital purposes and that amount of $197 the cost

of the building is to be used to build another

colored school building.34

Since the building was located on the Thompson-McGraw lot next

door to the hospital, it did not have to be moved and could be

converted fairly easily. The colored school was moved elsewhere,

the building was appropriated by the hospital committee, and

the plans for renovation were put into effect. The building was

divided into two wards, each 25 x 60 feet, with a combined

capacity of 25 beds. It was whitewashed, the rooms cleaned,

'Minutes of the City Council, V, May 19, 1885, p. 172.
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and a separate shack built in the rear for a kitchen. On May 27,

1885, the new building was formally opened to patients.

Dissatisfaction with the City Hospital. 1885-1890

Just after the hospital was finished, reports came to

city authorities that the institution was unsanitary, poorly

equipped, cramped, and in every way as unqualified for a hos

pital as the former building had been. The medical service was

criticized as indifferent and the nursing facilities as totally

absent. Surgery continued to be done in the wards under swing

ing lamps. Ambulance service consisted of a hired police patrol

wagon with only a primitive stretcher to transport patients.36

The first monthly report of Health Officer Carter, however, was

satisfactory. On June 1, 1885, there were nine patients in the

hospital. During June, twenty-five were admitted, making a total

of thirty-four treated, nineteen discharged cured, with fifteen

35WPA, Dallas Guide and History, p. 00427, says this

building replaced the old hospital next door. "Dallas Has a New

Hospital," in Dallas News, May 20, 1894, states that the build

ing was an addition to the old hospital and that the two build

ings continued to serve as the city hospital until 189^.

36Walsh, Report of A Survey of the Dallas City-County

Hospital System (mimeographed report), p. 3.
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still remaining by July. But the health officer was not to be

indefinitely satisfied nor were his reports to continue in

their pleasant optimistic tone. By the end of two years, he

had again lost patience with the city council. In his report

of 1887, he said there was need for an increased capacity for

the hospital, allowing 800 cubic feet of air space to each pa

tient. "We have room enough for 12 patients. We are now com

pelled to keep 20 or 30." Since sick person? required 1,600 cubic

feet of air space, the hospital actually was large enough for

only six patients. Carter requested a room for 24 patients with

800 cubic feet of air space for each patient and enough wards

for some sort of classification. The crowding and promiscuous

mixing of patients had, according to Carter, caused the death

rate to rise from 2 per cent to 6 per cent per month, and the

housing of three patients in the storeroom, separate from the

house, had not solved the problem of overcrowded conditions.

He added that the old house in which cooking was done was a dis

grace. In closing, he said:

The S.ck people of this City have a right to demand

more accommodations. Humanity demands it .... I

shall never tire until something is done in the in

terest of the poor sick people in my care. There is

no human excuse. Economy does Not begin here. What
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we ask for is a Necessity. Not a luxury.37

During the year, Carter treated 336 patients in the

small hospital, and in 1888 he treated 331, most severe and all

bedridden cases. The number, he said, could not be increased

because the hospital was already crowded with sick and injured

to a dangerous degree. In his annual report of 1888 he stressed

the urgent need for a larger hospital; and his last year's re

quests were doubled in 1888 to 50 beds and 1,600 cubic feet of

air space for each patient. Separate wards were a necessity,

because "rheumatics, paralytics, and phthisical cases that are

incurable, yet seldom fatal, should not be kept in the same

ward with the desperately ill and fatally injured." The total

hospital expense for 1888 was $3,500, or a cost of 38 cents a

day per patient, as cheap, Carter stressed, as possible under

any conditions. He recommended that the woman acting as matron

be paid a salary, and that the pay of the steward, cook, and

washerwoman be raised. They were overworked, with an average

of 25 patients in the hospital each day, and deserved more

compensation for their service. In the same report, Carter

Minutes of the City Council, VII, June 25, 1887, p. 3.



318

listed deaths which occurred in the city hospital for 1888:

tuberculosis, 12; malaria, 12; typhoid fever, 6; acute dysen

tery, 6; pneumonia, 4; chronic diarrhea, 3; railroad injuries,

3; and one death from each of the following, abscess of the

liver, acute alcoholism, acute rheumatism, urinary infiltra

tion, and gunshot wound.33

Carter's desire for improvement had not altered by 1889.

In February, he remarked to the council that the spring supply

ing water to the hospital was too far from the building and was

subject to overflow, causing the building to be in water half

the time. In May he recommended that a sewer pipe be laid from

the hospital to the town branch to protect the hospital neigh

bors from the waste water draining from the hospital. He also

asked for a new rear board fence and a bath tub. The bath tub

the steward agreed to build if lumber were supplied by the

city.39 Even as Carter's last term was coming to an end, he was

still requesting improvements. In October, 1889, he asked that

"Committee on Codification, Code of the City of Dallas ,

pp. 161-169.

39Minutes of the City Council (manuscript records in of

fice of the city secretary), City of Dallas, I-XXVT, September

19, 1868 - March 11, 1901, X, May 18, 1889 - October 19, 1889,
August 17, 1889, p. ^13-
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another 20 beds be supplied him to care for the increasing num

ber of patients. During 1889 he had treated 99 patients with

40 beds, and he said it could not be done again. The addition

to make room for the 20 beds would cost $1,000.40 There is no

record that Carter's well-founded criticisms and recommendations

were heeded. It is certain, however, that the city council did

not build a new hospital with adequate facilities until halfway

into the next decade.

Smallpox and the Building of the Second Pest House

The first pest house, located on Main Street in the heart

of Dallas, was founded in 1876. The second was built on Good

Street in 1882, and for some time existed simultaneously with

the earlier one. The first hint of the new pest house was in

February, 1882, when a group of citizens living on Main and Ervay

Streets petitioned the council for the removal of the Main Street

pest house and the construction of a new one on the west side of

the river. Health Officer Newsom was very much in favor of the

proposal and encouraged the council to accept it.41 In the

4oMinutes of the City Council, X, October 2, 1889, p. 588.

41Ibid., Ill, February 7, 1882, p. 55^.
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meantime, to protect the public from smallpox, he offered to

give free vaccinations to indigents from 12 noon to 12 mid

night in his office at 724 Elm Street, and the city council

appropriated $250 to take care of those who already had the

disease.42

Some time in February and March, 1882, the Good Street

pest house was built at a cost of only $424.40. Although it was

also located in the middle of town, it at least provided more

space for the care of smallpox victims. That there were two pest

houses existing simultaneously is certain because on June 7,

1882, the city council recorded all city property in the minutes:

"Hospital 100 x 100 on Lamar Street, $750; Two Pest Houses, $100."

After finding that the property of two pest houses was worth only

$100, it is no wonder the health officer continued to ask for a

new one. In 1884 he urged that a place be secured for smallpox

patients, though his request was ignored. On February 8, 1886, .

however, the health officer and other officials ordered that the

old house in which smallpox cases had been kept should be burned.

This, perhaps, was the end of the Main Street pest house, though

42WPA, Safeguarding the Public Health, p. 20.

43Minutes of the City Council, III, June 7, 1882, p. 629.
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there is no mention of one to take its place. By 1889 Dr.

Carter had evolved a plan to bring an end to the problem of the

pest house. In a message to the council, he recommended the

construction of an additional building on the city hospital

grounds for a man and wife to occupy, who would take care of

the property and with their wagon and team remove all smallpox

cases to the smallpox hospital. They would also cook for the

patients. The idea was economical because the house would cost

only $150 and the couple would live in the house rent free and

would cost the city nothing until smallpox cases arose. The

plan, though financially sound, was too bold for the council

and was rejected.44 Toward the end of the year, however, Car

ter demanded that some sort of small house be built on the pest

house grounds for himself and the keeper "in time of small pox

invasion." He suggested a three-room cottage, though there is

no record that it was built. His demands in October, however,

for repairs on the pest house, which was in a "deplorable condi

tion," were complied with and were carried out before the end of

the decade.45

44Minutes of the City Council, IX, February 2, 1889, pp.

293-294 .

45Ibid., X, October 15, 1889, p. 608.
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The character of public health during the l880s was not

very different from its character during the l870s. The only

contrast was that progress during the seventies had been swifter.

During the eighties developments in public health had been so

slow that they hardly merited praise, nor did they measure up

to the needs of the times. A sewer system had been established

by ordinance but the town needed more sewers than the ordinance

provided. A Negro schoolhouse had been converted into a two-

ward hospital, but the need was for a much larger building with

many wards; and another pest house had been established, but by

the end of the decade it was in a deplorable condition. During

the nineties, however, the pace quickened again, and genuine

progress in public health was realized.



CHAPTER X

ADVANCEMENTS IN PRIVATE PRACTICE

1880-1900

Organization of the Permanent

Dallas County Medical Society, 1884.

Thruston and Veale

Individual efforts during the eighties and particularly

the nineties launched Dallas on a medical expansion which after

fifty years was still in progress. During the first decade, .

the permanent Dallas County Medical Society was organized

through the efforts of Drs. Stephen Thruston and George Veale,

and in the same period, several medical periodicals were estab

lished to follow a greater exchange of medical knowledge among

physicians. No less important was the establishment of a number

of private infirmaries, hospitals, and clinics before 1880 and

1900. Never before had Dallas people benefited by so large a

private medical service as these hospitals gave them, especial

ly in the form of Dallas' first permanent private hospital, St.

Paul's. The climax of the fruitful period was the establish

ment in 1900 of Dallas Medical College, merged in 1903 with

Baylor University to form the present Baylor University Medical

College of Dallas. All these developments undoubtedly consti

tute important factors in modern private practice in Dallas.

323
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The permanent Dallas County Medical Society was started

on Tuesday, April 3, 1884, when a group of physicians met in

Drs. Robert Chilton and Joseph H. Smith's office on the north

side of Main Street near Akard. Their purpose was to establish

a county medical association. Dr. John Morton was appointed tem

porary chairman and Dr. Veale, temporary secretary. Other

physicians present were Drs. Stephen Thruston, Ewing Thompson,

Arthur Moseley, LaBaume Elliott, Henry Leake, Samson Eagon,

William Sutton, Robert Chilton, Joseph Smith, and James Meeks.

Leake, Sutton, and Elliott were appointed to notify all qualified

physicians of the next meeting, to be held at the same place on

Saturday, April 12, at 3 p.m., and then the meeting was adjourned.

At the second meeting, convened to effect the permanent organiza

tion of the society, the members on Dr. Thompson's suggestion

decided to adopt the admission rules of the Texas State Medical

Association, which were, "Every regularly educated man within the

limits of the county who is a graduate of a regular medical col

lege in good standing, and who adopts and conforms to the code

of ethics of the American Medical Association, shall be eligible

to membership in this body."1 A judicial committee of five,

1Memorial and Biographical History, p . 207 .
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Thompson, Sutton, Allen, Smith, and Thruston, was appointed to

pass upon the eligibility of all candidates and accept all ap

plications for membership. After surveying a list of all prac

ticing physicians in the county, the committee announced that

there were thirty- seven eligible candidates for membership in

the society. Thirty of these became members.2 After the declara

tion of qualifications, an election for officers was held. Dr.

Morton was elected president; Leake, first vice-president; Ste

phen Thruston, second vice-president; Joseph Smith, treasurer;

and George Veale, secretary.3

Although he did not hold the most impressive position in

the society, Dr. Stephen Decatur Thruston was, by his unceasing

encouragement, the moving influence in the organization. Son of

Emanuel J. and Catherine P. (Cook) Thruston, he was born in

Gloucester County, Virginia, November 28, 1833. He attended

Stephenville Academy and after three years at the University of

Virginia, he attended the University of Pennsylvania, graduating

from the medical school in 185^. In the spring of 185^, he be

gan the practice of medicine in Wilmington, North Carolina. He

2Fowler, "Brief History of Organized Medicine," Dallas

Medical Journal, January 20, 1920, Vol. 7, No. 1.

3Memorial and Biographical History, p . 207
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remained there until he enlisted in the Wilmington Light Infan

try on April 13, l86l. Thruston stayed through the entire war

in the Third Brigade, Stonewall Jackson's division, rising in

rank from a private to a colonel. He was wounded at Winchester,

Chancellorsville, and Spottsylvania. After his retirement from

the army in 1865, Thruston practiced in Wilmington before 1872

when he came to Dallas ,4 He practiced first with Robert H .

Jones in an office on the north side of Elm Street between Mar

ket and Austin, but by 1875 he was practicing alone at 507 Main

Street. During the eighties his office was first on Elm, then

on Lamar, and from 1886 on, at 700 Main, corner of Poydras

Street. He was a member of Dallas' first board of health in

1873 and by 1878 he had become the board president. Thruston

was influential in the organization of both the 1876-1877 Dallas

County Medical Society and the permanent one in 1884, being

vice-president in 1884 and president in 1898. He died in Dallas

in 1906 and was buried at Greenwood Cemetery.5 Thruston 's death

"brought a keen sense of loss to citizens." As a physician of

the "old School," he had been a leader in his profession and a

4Red, Medicine Man, pp. 169-17U.

^Records obtained from inscription on grave marker of

Dr. S. D. Thruston, Greenwood Cemetery.
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guide to all those who succeeded him.

Another important charter member and officer of the so

ciety was Dr. George T. Veale. He was born on a plantation

near Jefferson, Marion County, Texas, and was educated at Louis

ville Medical University, Kentucky.7 He came to Dallas in 1884,

opening an office at 711 Main Street, and by 1886 he had become

the chief surgeon for the Texas Trunk Railway with an office at

602 Main Street. Dr. Veale practiced in Dallas for only a decade,

but during that time he gained a reputation in medicine which

after fifty years was still remembered. From 1890 to 1894 he

practiced homeopathy, though there is no record that he ever at

tended a homeopathic medical college. Veale left Dallas in 1894

to settle permanently in Roswell, New Mexico, where he later be

came mayor of the town. His death date has not been found, but

an early settler recalled that he died in Roswell.8

With the officers of the society elected, the members

joined to formulate the purpose of the organization, which was

to "encourage a high standing of professional qualifications and

6Lindsley, History of Greater Dallas , I, p. 300.

7Red, Medicine Man, p . 172 .

sMrs. Leslie B. Clark to Marie Giles, September 10, 1950,

conference .
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ethics and to promote professional brotherhood."9 Not only did

the physicians hope to organize medical practice in Dallas into

a permanent association, but they also hoped to inspire medical

men to a higher degree of learning through the reading and dis

cussion of essays, prepared by the members. The first to be

read before the society were Leake's "Displacement of the Uterus,"

Eagon's "Vesical Calculus," and an article on the "Treatment of

Fracture of Shaft of Femur" by Dr. Alexander C. Graham.10

With the small group of thirty physicians, the society

continued to function, except for a few periods when no meetings

were held. First, the gatherings were in Chilton and Smith's of

fice. Later, members began to meet in the basement of the city

hall, a four-story building on the present site of the Adolphus

Hotel. Morton remained president of the society until his

death in July, 1887. Dr. John D. Parsons replaced him as presi

dent, Benjamin L. Rawlins became treasurer, and George W. Groves,

who was later the city chemist, was secretary. By 1891 the mem

bership had increased from thirty to forty and the meetings were

held the second Saturday of every month. The same officers

presided, and D. H. Tucker and Charles M. Rosser were added as

9Memorial and Biographical History, p . 207 .

10Fowler, "Brief History of Organized Medicine," in Dallas

Medical Journal. January 20, 1920, Vol. 7, No. 1.
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vice-presidents.

By 1896, however, changes had been made. The member

ship had dropped to 36 and the meetings were held on the second

and third Saturdays of each month. Dr. Joseph S. Letcher was

president; Edwin J. Reeves and Emile Aronson were vice-presidents;

Sidney Johnston Gano was secretary; and Hugh L. McLaurin became

treasurer.11 In 1897 the meetings were held every other Satur

day. Dr. J. B. Smoot had become president; S. J. Gano, first

vice-president; Samson Eagon, second vice-president; Dr. B. F.

Church, an oculist and aurist, had become secretary; and John

Hicks Florence was treasurer. The membership in 1898 dropped

to 32, almost the original membership, though it was later in

creased again. Stephen D. Thruston was president in that year.

The secretary was Willis R. Smith and the treasurer was Whit

field Harral.12 Although the society was not listed in the

directory of 1900, it was not disbanded. It continued to func

tion as the only permanent local society which regular physicians

of Dallas might join and to which they might contribute.

Directory of Dallas , 1896, pp . 70-72 .

!Worley ' s Directory. 1898, p . 62 .
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Medical Periodicals, 1884-1900

The first periodical for medical men in Dallas was the

Texas Dental Journal, established in 1884. Dr. Silas Newman?

of the Texas Dental Depot, was founder, editor, publisher, and

proprietor, and he kept his editorial office over 719 Elm Street.

The Journal was issued four times a year. Newman remained pro

prietor and editor until 1891 when A. P. Cary, who was not a

dentist but a retailer in dental and surgical supplies, bought

the periodical.13 Cary remained the publisher, proprietor, and

editor until 1896, when he turned over the editorship to Dr.

John C. Storey. In 1897 T. L. Westerfield was the editor and

from 1900 to 1901 Dr. Josiah G. Fife was editor with an office

at 417 Main Street. A. P. Cary was still the proprietor and

publisher in 1900. The Dental Journal was a quarterly from 1884

to 1892, a weekly in 1892,14 and by 1900 it had become a quarter

ly again.15

The second periodical for medical men was the Texas

Courier Record of Medicine , published in Dallas by the Texas

13Directory of Dallas, 1891-1892, p. 8l.

14Memorial and Biographical History . p. 3l6.

15Polk's Dental Register, 1900-1901, p. 51.



331

Publishing Company, a company owned by Drs. William B. Brooks

and Charles M. Rosser. It was established in 1888 as a month

ly newspaper and was published in an office at 743 Elm Street.16

By 189^ it was being issued the tenth of each month and its

editor was W. B. Brooks, with Oden R. Brooks as the business

manager. By 1897 Dr. John 0. McReynolds was the editor with an

office at 621 South Ervay. Another editor at one time was Dr.

Henry K. Leake. The Texas Medical Publishing Company, which pub

lished the periodical, was incorporated with capital surplus of

$3,000 in May, 1888. The president of the company was Dr. W. B.

Brooks; 0. R. Brooks was vice-president; and Earl M. Brooks was

secretary and treasurer.17 Although the company is not listed

in the directory after 1895, it probably did continue to publish

the newspaper until after 1900, since no other publisher is

named .

The third medical periodical established in Dallas was

the Texas Health Journal . The newspaper was founded in 1889

by Dr. John Roy Briggs, proprietor of the Health Journal Publishing

16Morrison and Fourmy's Directory, 1889-1890, p. 48l.

17Ibid., 1893-189^, p. 70.
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Company, n^ was published monthly from an office at 3^8 Elm

Street. Briggs was the editor and Dr. Alexander Elmore was

the business manager.18 The last listing of the periodical

in the directory was in 1896.

The last two periodicals established before 1900 in Dal

las were the Texas Medical Practitioner and the Texas Clinic .

The first was founded in 1897 as a monthly newspaper by Dr.

A. M. Elmore as editor and proprietor, with an office at 108

North Murphy.18 The newspaper is not listed after that year.

The Texas Clinic was established in 1900 by Bradfield Brothers,

publishers and proprietors. It was issued monthly at 175 Main

Street and Dr. J. B. Shelmire was its editor. How long the

periodical existed is not known.

Private Hospitals and Infirmaries. 1880-1900

Dallas' first private hospital, which has already been

discussed, was the Dallas Medical Institute, established about

1875 During the l880s more infirmaries and institutions were

opened. The Dallas Sanitarium with Carl Murray as proprietor

iaMorrison and Fourmy's Directory, 1894-1895, p. 52.

19Evans and Worley Directory, 1897, p. 6l.

2Dallas Directory for 1900, p. 51, does not list the

first names of the Bradfield brothers.
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existed from l88l to 1882 at 913 Elm Street. From 1884 to 1885

Murray conducted the sanitarium under the name of the Dallas

Medical and Surgical Institution. It is not listed after 1885.

In 1884 two private institutions were opened for pay patients.

The Homeopathic Medical Institute, conducted by Dr. A. M. Smith

at 903 Elm Street over the post office, specialized in the

treatment of chronic disease with "special attention to diseases

of women, Throat Affections and Catarrh, Dyspepsia, Constipation,

Hemorrhoids, and Diseases of the Rectum. Treatment by Mail, and

Medicines sent to Any Address."21 The Dallas Eye and Ear In

firmary also existed only from 1884 to 1885. It was established

at 104l Elm Street by D. T. Morgan and handled not only eye and

ear cases but also a multitude of chronic ailments. Morgan ad

vertised that:

Diseases of the Eye and Ear successfully treated.

Certificates of cure furnished on application. Hernia,

Cancer, Hemorrhoids. Hernia cured in 20 Minutes.22

The last institution for pay patients established in the

eighties was Briggs' sanitarium for tuberculosis diseases, the

Texas Private Sanitarium. It was founded in 1889 at Oak Bluff,

21Morrison and Fourmy's Directory. 1884-1885, p. 31.

22Ibid., p. 27.
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four miles from Dallas, for the treatment of diseases of the

lungs and throat, and it6 proprietor, Dr. John Roy Briggs,

proudly advertised that the buildings on the place were 520

feet long. In 1900 the institution was still located at Oak

Bluff, on the corner of Jefferson and Tyler streets, and was

still owned by J. R. Briggs, with T.N. Briggs as superintendent.

The institution now boasted ambulance service and a capacity of

forty beds.23

During the l890s a number of private institutions were

opened. In April, 1892, the Holt Sanitarium was founded by Dr.

Pink Holt. It was located at the corner of Eighth Street and

Lancaster Avenue in Oak Cliff and "treated every kind of disease

that flesh is heir to, except contagious or infectious diseases.
";

A branch of the Chicago Copeland Medical Institute, the Rocky

Mountain division, was opened in Dallas the same year. It was

located at 206-207 North Texas Bank Building and was managed by

Frank N. Taylor. Consulting physicians were Drs. T. B. Mansfield

and D. K. Noss, and they treated all diseases of the eye, ear,

throat, and lungs. Also founded in 1892 was the Mission Home

and Training School. It was known as the Refuge Maternity

23Polk's Medical Register, 1902, p. 1853.

24Memorial and Biographical History, pp. 789-790.
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Hospital and was situated at 220 Carroll Avenue. The institu

tion with fifty beds was supervised by the ladies of the

Methodist Church South and was managed by Dr. J. W. Bourland.

It was still functioning in 1902. Another hospital was the

Weden and Temple Medical and Surgical Institute, opened in 1893

at 333 Elm corner of North Akard by Drs. Weden Smith and Temple

Smith. The Bellevue Infirmary was also founded in 1893 but it

lasted longer, until 1895. It was established by Dr. W. B.

Brooks and was located at 435-^37 South Ervay. The last to be

founded in 1893, the Dallas Maternity Hospital, existed until at

least 1896. Dr. David Graham Hall was the proprietor. The hos

pital was located first at 191 Canton Street and after 189A at

269 Live Oak.25

During 1894 three healing institutions were opened. The

Texas Female Sanitarium lasted from 1894 to 1895 at 915 Live Oak

under the proprietorship of Mrs. Allie G. Merchant, resident

physician. The Hunter Medical and Surgical Institute also lasted

from 189^ to 1895 with Dr. James A. Hunter as proprietor. It

was located at 313-315 Main Street. The most important of the

'Morrison and Fourmy
'
s Directory, 189^-1895, p. 360.
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three was Leake's Private Hospital, located at 176 South Pearl,

the northeast corner of South Pearl and Polk Streets. Accord

ing to C. M. Rosser, "the only other hospital (besides the city

hospital) was a remodeled frame building privately owned and

operated by Dr. H. K. Leake. It was located in a downtown resi

dence district," in what is now the Pearl Street market dis

trict.^6 What Rosser meant by "the only other hospital" is not

certain, for there were other hospitals in Dallas, as has been

shown. What the statement implied perhaps was that Leake's was

the only general hospital in Dallas at the time and it was also

the only hospital which was open to all physicians.27 Doctors

who previously did their surgery and other treatment in the home

of the patient now were able to place their patient in a well-

staffed hospital and treat him or her there. The institution

had sixteen beds and was staffed with the only graduate nurses

in Dallas. Leake's Private Hospital, which had been founded in

1894, closed its doors in 191^ when Leake retired.^8

An institution which was established later, but was

26Rosser, Doctors and Doctors, p. 112.

27Polk's Medical Register. 1902, p. 1851.

28Manuscript on Dr. H. K. Leake. Obtained from Miss Louise

Leake and Mrs. Leake McCauley, Dallas.
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conducted similarly to Leake's Private Hospital, was the Good

Samaritan Hospital. It was located on the present site of Bay

lor University College of Medicine, on College Street between

Gaston and Junius. Its founder, Dr. Charles M. Rosser, estab

lished the hospital as a privately owned and publicly operated

hospital which would handle general cases and would be open to

all physicians. In 1903 Rosser closed the hospital to give the

building and grounds to Baylor University College of Medicine.29

Two other institutions established about the same time were the

Texas Private Eye, Ear, Nose and Throat Hospital and the Keeley

Institute. The first was listed only in 1896 and was located in

Oak Cliff. It offered a capacity of twenty beds and a private

medical and surgical staff. The Keeley Institute, conducted by

Alex P. Stewart, Jr., was opened for the treatment of "In

ebriety, Morphine, Cocaine, Tobacco Diseases, and Neurasthenia."

The advertisement promised that the treatment of inebriety was

"endorsed by U. S. Government for use in the Regular Army."30

The institute, located at 133 Hughes Circle, existed at least

until 1897.

29Rosser, Doctors and Doctors , p. 139.

3QDirectory of Dallas. 1896, p. 23.
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Three hospitals established in 1897 were the Polyclinic

Infirmary, the Dallas Charitable Institution, and the Hermitage

Hospital. The infirmary was founded by Samuel E. Milliken and

was located at 228 South Ervay. It boasted thirty beds and the

benefits of a private staff. The institution, for the treatment

of the eye and ear, was founded by Dr. H. W. Sandless at 306

Main Street. The assistant surgeons were Drs. Francis Rowley

and F. J. Hall. The best known of the three was the Hermitage

Infirmary. Located at 449 Elm Street, it was directed by Drs.

S. E. Milliken and C. M. Rosser in 189731 and from 1898 on,

Milliken was the director.

The last group of hospitals, clinics, and infirmaries

was established in 1899 and 1900. The Goddard Sanitarium was

founded in 1899 at 151 Grand Avenue by Dr. G. M. Goddard. It

was smaller than the previous hospitals, with only fifteen beds.;

Remer' s Sanitarium at 259 Exposition Avenue was opened in 1900

by Dr. Anton Remer. The last, the Physio-Medical Institute, was

also founded in 1900. Its proprietors were Drs. James M. Massie

and Robert L. Spann.33 Although a majority of the hospitals did

31Evans and Woriey Directory , 1897, pp. 73, 176.

^Polk's Medical Register, 1902, p. 1853-

33Dallas Directory for 1900, p. 49.
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not last for more than a decade, they provided a retreat for pay

patients until the establishment of St. Paul's in 1896.

St. Paul's Hospital,- 1896-1900

Eagon and Letcher

The only private hospital founded before 1900 and still

functioning in 1951 was St. Paul's Hospital. During 1895 a group

of businessmen and physicians, Drs. Samson Eagon, Joseph Letcher,

CM. Rosser, and w. R. Wilson, who had been inspired by Dr.

John Wyeth of the New York Polyclinic Hospital, decided Dallas

must have better hospital facilities. After a consultation with

the Right Reverend Edward Joseph Dunne, bishop of the Dallas

Roman Catholic diocese, a petition was sent to the Sisters of

Charity of Emmitsburg, Maryland, requesting that they open a

general hospital in Dallas. During August, 1896, in answer to

the petition, the Very Reverend R. A. Lemmon, director of the

Sisters of Charity in the United States, visited Dallas to check

upon the advisability of building a hospital there. He was favorably

impressed and appointed Sister Mary Bernard Riordan of Mobile,

Alabama, to take charge of the construction and to become the first

superior of St. Paul's. He also^ secured the Daughters of Charity

of St. Vincent de Paul from Emmitsburg, who under the guidance
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of Sister Mary Bernard became the nurses of St. Paul's Hospi

tal.34 Following the appointment, a fund-raising campaign was

initiated. Within a short time, Dallas citizens had subscribed

$10,000, and with that money, Sister Mary Bernard purchased the

old home site of Dr. Albert A. Johnston, five acres on Bryan

between Pavillion and Hall streets. In July, 1896, the hospital

was chartered. Ground was broken on November 13, 1896, but the

sisters, not waiting for the hospital to be finished, opened on

November 27, a four-room, ten-bed institution in a small frame

building on the same lot. It was called Infant St. Paul's Hos

pital. The first patient was received in February, 1897, and

only ten were cared for during the first year. Meanwhile, con

struction on the main hospital continued, and, .on May 18, 1897,

the cornerstone was laid, with Bishop Dunne presiding. By Janu

ary 11, 1898, the sisters were requesting that the city lend

them the street force to grade the grounds of St. Paul's, and

on June 15, 1898, the hospital was ready for occupancy and was

formally opened.35 The physical structure of St. Paul's was

imposing. It was a red brick building, three-stories high and

34WPA, Dallas Guide and History, p. 00433.

35Jubilaeum Aureum. Published by the Faculty-Student

Council, St. Paul's Hospital School of Nursing, Dallas, 19^6,
p. 1.
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of Doric design. Inside the building, spacious wards and large

private rooms easily accommodated the bed capacity of 110, and

the operating rooms equipped with fine surgical instruments and

strong lighting contributed to the benefits of the hospital.

Even the emergency operating room in the basement merited praise

from the local physicians. By 1900 the hospital advertised in

the directory:

Private Rooms completely appointed. Spacious wards.

Competent Medical & Surgical Staff, experienced Nurses

and every accommodation that could be required of a

first-class institution. Rates $1.00 per day and Up
wards. Neatly furnished. Perfect Sanitation and Ven

tilation. Conducted by Sisters of Charity.36

Dr. Henry Keirn Leake was the first surgeon-in-chief of the hos

pital, and Sister Mary Bernard was the first superior, though

she retired in 1905 .

The physicians who contributed most in time and effort

to the organization of the hospital were Drs. Samson Eagon and

Joseph Letcher. So great were their services, in fact, that

after fifty years, they were still regarded by the hospital

staff as St. Paul's founding fathers. Dr. Eagon, son of Dr.

36Dallas Directory for 1900. p . 13 .
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John and Mildred (Yancey) Eagon, was born in Staunton, Virginia,

May 2, 1835. After graduation from the University of Virginia

medical department, Charlottesville, in 1856, he began the

practice of medicine, first in the backwoods of Virginia and

then two years on a plantation in Louisiana. He was later made

adjunct professor of anatomy at Tulane University, but at the

beginning of the Civil War, he resigned to become physician-in-

charge of the Trans-Mississippi Convalescent Hospital at Chapel

Hill, Texas. Following the war, he and his wife, Mary Elizabeth

(Smith) Eagon, whom he had married about 1862, drove by team

and wagon to Brownsville, Texas. The first place he located for

practice was at Marshall, where after three months he was made

assistant chief-surgeon of the T. & P. Railroad. Eagon prac

ticed for a time in Jefferson, Texas, from 1875 to 1876 in St.

Louis, and from 1876 to l88l in Sherman, Texas. On June 30,

l88l, he came to Dallas. He opened an office at 711 Main Street,

where he remained for years, and established a residence on the

corner of Live Oak and Orange streets. Although he did general

practice and was known because of his favorite treatment as

"Quinine and Calomel" Eagon, his greatest interest was surgery.

He gained a reputation in the field and soon became one of St.

Paul's chief surgeons. Eagon was in 1897 second vice-president
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of the Dallas Medical and Surgical Association. He died in

Dallas January 30, 1915, and was buried in the Catholic Cal

vary Cemetery on Hall Street.37

The other founding physician of St. Paul's was Dr. Joseph

S. Letcher, son of John D. and Martha A. (Bozeman) Letcher. He

was born in Coosa County, Alabama, and after receiving his early

education at Cross Keys, Alabama, he studied medicine under his

brother, Dr. Francis M. Letcher. Although he entered the medi

cal department of Tulane University in 1870, he was graduated in

1872 from Alabama Medical College. He practiced in Milam County,

Texas, for eleven years and in Lampasas for six years, leaving

periodically during the seventeen years to take post-graduate

work. In 1882 he attended Bellevue Hospital Medical College;

in 1884, Hew York i?ost-Graduate Medical College; and in 1888,

the New York Polyclinic. In 1889 Letcher came to Dallas. He

opened an office in the only building in Dallas which had an

elevator, and "very soon among his many patrons were counted

business and professional men and other comfortable clientele."

His generosity and "his fine physique, superior training and

financial backing, influenced early recognition." And yet, he

37Robert E. Eagon to Marie Giles, October 17, 1950, con

ference .
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had his difficulties, which were recorded by Dr. C. M. Rosser:

One day Dr. Letcher asked me how the doctors of Dal

las were treating me. I said, "they don't seem to

know that I am here." He said, "That's bad. But

they treat me like they think I am a damned inter

loper. Let's get together and show them something.
You ought to have a better office. Move up with me

and we will get along." And we did from that day
on.38

Dr. Letcher's contributions to the organization of St. Paul's

were generous. For all his interest in the hospital, however,

he was never to see the opening of the institution, for he died

late in 1896 before the construction of the hospital had been

completed. It was through his assistance, however, that St.

Paul's was established on such a substantial foundation and was

backed by such influential citizens.

The importance of St. Paul's cannot be overemphasized.

Not only was the hospital of great service to citizens, but in

1900, with the establishment of St. Paul's School of Nursing,

which was registered in 1906, it offered another service for

public benefit. Located on the grounds of St. Paul's in the

main building, the school became the first place in Dallas and

38Rosser, Doctors and Doctors . p. 113 .

39Memorial and Biographical History, pp. 782-783.
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one of the first in the Southwest from which qualified nurses

might be graduated. The greatest service rendered by St. Paul's

establishment, however, was that it offered "to care for the

sick and indigent of all classes, races, and creeds," and to use

its splendid hospital facilities without prejudice for the

general benefit of the community.40 Second only to that was its

innovation of opening its doors to all physicians, of maintain

ing a "Public Medical Staff."41 It was the only private insti

tution in Dallas dedicated to the immense task of caring for the

general public and its establishment was the chief stimulus to

clinical study in Dallas and to the founding of Dallas' first

general medical school.

University of Dallas Medical Department, 1900

The history behind the founding of Dallas' first general

medical school, the Dallas Medical College or University of

Dallas Medical Department, was characterized by harsh disagree

ments and bitter criticisms. It all began on August 15, 1900,

when a mimeographed call, signed by Mayor Ben E. Cabell, Charles

40"lncreased Facilities Needed at St. Paul's," in Dallas

News, November 26, 19^8, sec. 1, p. 9.

41Polk's Medical Register, 1902, p. 1853.
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Steinman, president of the Commercial Club, and W. J. Moroney,

a prominent attorney, - was published in the newspaper, saying:

At the request of a large number of physicians of

Dallas and Oak Cliff we respectfully announce that

a meeting of physicians will be held in the Council

Chamber of the city hall on Thursday, August 16, at

8:30 p.m., for the purpose of taking the necessary

preliminary steps to establish a medical college in

Dallas. All regular physicians in good standing are

invited .... If for any reason some of the physi
cians can not now be of active assistance in the work

it is hoped that they will at least maintain a friend

ly attitude toward the institution.42

The following evening the meeting was held. Over forty physi

cians opposing the movement had gathered there, along with the

smaller group who favored the college. The opposition, led by

Dr. Stephen D. Thruston, who voiced the opinion openly "that

there should be no medical college organized in Dallas," was

backed by the strongest medical influence in Dallas, St. Paul's

Hospital. For some reason, Sister Mary Bernard and the doctors

on the staff of St. Paul's, including Drs. Henry Leake, Samson

Eagon, Ewing Thompson, Jesse M. Pace, and many others, strongly

opposed the college, enough so that they attempted to stop the

movement by organized action. The reasons they gave for their

!As quoted in Rosser, Doctors and Doctors . p. l4l.
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opposition were that there were already too many medical col

leges, that Dallas was not large enough to support a medical col

lege, and that the physicians of Dallas were not capable of in

structing medical students. To the last charge, Dr. Rosser

answered, "May the Lord have mercy upon a sick man who must have

at his bedside a doctor who cannot teach a student how to study."4*

In the minority were those physicians who wanted a medical school.

Drs. C. M. Rosser, S. H. Stout, Samuel Milliken, Lawrence Ashton,

Venie P. Armstrong, J. B. Titterington, and others. Although they

lacked the medical support of many physicians, they had the back

ing of the mayor and councilmen, as well as a group of influen

tial businessmen, who felt that the size of Dallas merited a

medical school and that the city needed one for the education of

its prospective doctors.

Following a heated discussion, the faction opposing the

college departed and the remaining group settled down to plan

the formation of the college. The mayor appointed a committee

headed by Dr. S. H. Stout of five physicians and three laymen

and delegated them the authority to select a board of directors

which would not only supervise the college but also appoint a

*As quoted in Rosser, Doctors and Doctors , p. 146.
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faculty. Later in August, an advisory committee of the mayor,

two former mayors, two bank presidents, and other busines men

was appointed with the power to appoint subcommittees on charter,

building, and faculty. The college was rapidly taking shape now,

for within a short time the state granted a charter to the Uni

versity of Dallas, Medical Department, and the advisory commit

tee secured by lease an abandoned Jewish synagogue across from

the city hall on Commerce Street. On October 1, 1900, the school

was formally opened.44

The first student to enroll in the college was William

T. Dunn of Greenville, Texas. Rosser had heard that Dunn was

passing through Dallas by train on his way to his first year

at Memphis Medical College, and with swift decision he boarded

the train to locate the prospective student. On finding him,

he persuaded him to enroll in the Medical Department, Univer

sity of Dallas. The enticement was that Dunn's entrance fee

would be paid if he would serve as registrar for the university.

A short time later, twenty or more students transferred because

of a controversy from a nearby medical college. They helped to

44Rosser, Doctors and Doctors, p. 147. WPA, Safeguard

ing the Public Health, p. 3*-, says the school was opened on

November 19, 1900.
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swell the enrollment so much that the first school year was a

success. Commencement exercises were held on May 18, 1901, and

since the group that transferred were seniors, they formed the

first graduating class of the university.45

The faculty of the University consisted in the beginning

of Dr. Jesse B. Titterington, dean and professor of anatomy and

eye, ear, nose, and throat diseases; A. F. Beddoe, diseases of

children; Lawrence Ashton, theory of medicine; Venie P. arm-

strong, diseases of women; C. M. Rosser, clinical medicine and

mental and nervous diseases; B. E. Hadra, surgery; Samuel Milli

ken, surgery; and a short time later, Dr. D. Davidson, histology

and physiology.46 The faculty probably would have continued un

changed had it not been for an unfortunate rift which occurred

at mid-term. Three of the executive board, Drs. Ashton, Tit

terington, and Milliken, decided to reorganize the school and

not to employ the services of the other two members of the board,

Armstrong and Rosser. They held an executive meeting of which

Armstrong and Rosser were not aware and the next morning ar

riving students found a stamped canvas strip reading "Dallas

45Rosser, Doctors and Doctors , pp. 157-158.

46WPA, Safeguarding the Public Health, p. 34.
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Polyclinic" nailed over the gold-lettered sign "University of

DallasMedical Department." A policeman was standing guard

to see that no one disturbed the sign. The group informed Dr.

Armstrong that they were now in control and that anyone who

wished to join them would be welcomed. Rosser stopped the group

by a court injunction and before long the management was re

stored to its former status, with the exception, of course, of

the three who had revolted. A reorganizational meeting was held

on January 4, 1901, at which Rosser was named the dean, and

B. E. Hadra and Armstrong members of the executive board. To

insure the approval of the students in the matter, however, Ros

ser suggested that the two factions conduct their classes sepa

rately in two lecture rooms. Whichever class the majority of the

students attended would decide the matter once and for all, with

the losers agreeing to resign. Of the sixty enrolled, fifty-five

joined Armstrong and Rosser, and only five remained with Ashton,

Titterington, and Milliken. The name of the university was al

tered again to the University of Dallas Medical Department and

by urgent call, the vacancies in the faculty were filled. Dr.

J. E. Gilchrist, Gainesville, became the Professor of Gynecology;

Dr. J. M. Inge, Denton, surgical anatomy; Dr. Joe Becton, Green

ville, operative surgery; Dr. J. N. Mendenhall, Piano, clinical
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medicine; Dr. W. E. Crow, demonstrator in anatomy; Dr. J. E.

Wilson, instructor in obstetrics; Dr. T. B. Fisher, instructor

in surgery; Drs. T. L. E. Arnold and Martin Tabor, eye, ear,

nose, and throat; and later, Dr. E. H. Cary, professor of ophthal

mology, otology, and laryngology; and Dr. Elbert Dunlap, pro

fessor of gynecology.47 With the reappointments and additions

to the faculty, the school was established on a broader and more

stable basis.

The greatest need of the university was for clinical fa

cilities, for without them it could never become a first-rate

medical center. The board of trustees realized this and as a

result called on the city council for help. They requested that

the faculty and students of the medical school have access to the

wards and operating room of the city hospital, Parkland, for

teaching purposes. Although their request was immediately

granted,48 the physicians soon found that Parkland was not an

ideal clinic for their students. The seniors had to have "bedside

47Rosser, Doctors and Doctors, pp. 147-148, 156-157.

48Minutes of the City Council (manuscript records in of

fice of the city secretary), City of Dallas, I-XXVT, September

19, 1868 - March 11, 1901, XXVI, April 30, 1900 - March 11, 1901,

September 24, 1900, p. 291.
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and operating-room training, and it was too far to walk."49

Three times a week the students traveled by wagon across the

town to the city hospital for clinical practice and observa

tion. A more satisfactory solution had to be found. St. Paul's,

although private, was by far the best hospital in Dallas, and

it was hoped by Dr. Rosser that the Sisters of Charity would al

low his students to use the hospital as an observation clinic.

Rosser visited Sister Mary Bernard and projected his request in

the form of asking for a picture of St. Paul's to put in the

college catalogue with the caption, "Access for teaching pur

poses." Her reply, the death warrant for the university, was:

"Dr. Rosser, I will be glad for you to bring your patients here

and your students as you would any other visitors, but we can

not officially recognize your college. Our staff opposes it."50

The attitude of St. Paul's Hospital toward the college was the

chief cause of its absorption, because without clinical facili

ties, it was clear that the university could not function. It

was not long, however, before a solution was found. Rosser and

Dr. E. H. Cary, who had succeeded Rosser as dean in 1902,

48Rosser, Doctors and Doctors, pp. 151-152.

5As quoted in Rosser, Doctors and Doctors, pp. 152-153.
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approached the board of trustees of Baylor University at Waco

with the proposal that they absorb the medical college. The

suggestion was approved and Rosser was instructed to secure

suitable grounds for the college . He purchased a block of

property and a house from Judge M. L. Crawford and at the same

time donated his Good Samaritan Hospital to the university. In

1903 Baylor University formally adopted the pioneer medical

college and it became the present Baylor University College of

Medicine in Dallas.

There is no question that the developments in private

medicine during the nineties outweighed those during any pre

ceding decade. The signs of progress were noticeable, it is

true, with the establishment in 1884 of the permanent Dallas

County Medical Society and the founding during the eighties of

a series of medical periodicals and private hospitals. But the

developments that were to open the way for genuine expansion of

medical science occurred during the nineties, with the founding

of St. Paul's Hospital and the University of Dallas Medical De

partment. Although the two were strongly opposed to each other,

they had a common aim and were dedicated to the same ideals, the

healing of the sick and the raising of medical standards enough

to place Dallas among the leaders of medicine in the Southwest.



CHAPTER XI

THE DECADE OF PUBLIC HEALTH AND CITY HOSPITAL REFORMS,

18901900

The Health Officer:

Wilson (1890-1891).

Rosser (1891-1892).

Armstrong (1892-1898).

Florence (1898-1902)

After years of struggling for public health reforms, Dal

las was finally rewarded. Improvements which had been requested,

urged, and pleaded for during the eighties were brought about

during the nineties with a minimum of opposition. The board of

health was reorganized into a more representative body and the

position of health officer was made elective. Reforms in sani

tation were inaugurated through the purchase of the first cre

matory and the extension of the sewer system. Improvements were

also initiated in the fight against contagious diseases. The

one reform, however, which on its merits stood apart from all

others, was the building of a new city hospital, called Parkland.

Its establishment was the best solution the city ever found for

the problem of the Indigent sick.

No other men in the city fought so hard for health re

forms and for the new hospital as the health officers. Follow

ing Carter's long term in the l880s, another election was held

35^
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in the city council on May 12, 1890. The vote was Newsom, 0;

R. H. Jones, 0; Carter, 1; D. R. P. McDermett, 4; J. A. Ewing,

5; and William Reid Wilson, 14. Wilson entered office the

same day and served as health officer for one year.1 He was

born in Wheatland, Mecklenburg County, Virginia, February 22,

1839, as the son of Dr. Goodridge A. and Margaret (Reid) Wil

son and received his education from the Universities of Vir

ginia and Pennsylvania. After serving in the Confederate Army

as a surgeon throughout the Civil War, he began the practice

of medicine in Granville County, North Carolina, where he re

mained until 1885, when he moved to Dallas. During his first

year in Dallas he lost his wife, Josephine Scott (Morton) Wil

son, whom he had married on May 15, 1862, in Virginia. In Janu

ary, 1889, he married Miss Betty Thomas of Williamsboro, North

Carolina. Wilson practiced in Dallas from 1885 until 1897 in

an office at 605 Main Street. He not only served as health

officer, but was also a charter member of the permanent Dallas

County Medical Society, and was one of the important influences

in the founding of St. Paul's Hospital. He died in Dallas

December 8, l897.2

xMinutes of the City Council, XII, May 12, 189O, p. 317-

2WPA, Safeguarding the Public Health (The Men), pp. 9-10.
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Wilson was succeeded as health officer on April 18, 1&91,

by Dr. Charles McDaniel Rosser, who thus described his entrance

into office:

The hour was growing late, when, one night, the message

came that the city health officer had resigned and the

City Council had elected me to fill the vacancy. This

service added to my acquaintance and, as the employ
ment was of part time only, it did not interrupt, but

encouraged, the private practice. As such officer I

was responsible for city sanitation, direction of public-
health measures and had charge of the poorly constructed

and equipped ten-room house called the city hospital.3

Rosser, son of Reverend Moses Franklin and Julia M. (Smith) Rosser,

was born December 27, l86l, in Cuthbert, Randolph County, Georgia.

In 1865 the family moved to Camp County, Texas, settling eight

miles from the town of Pittsburg. Rosser received his early

education at the East Texas Academic Institute in Leesburg, and

began teaching at the Miller Grove Academic Institute, later

studying medicine in Sulphur Springs under Dr. E. P. Becton.

In 1884 he entered the University of Louisville Medical College.

After completing his first year, he obtained his medical certi

ficate and began the practice of medicine in Texas, first at

Donaldson, then at Lone Oak with Dr. Robert B. Sparks, then at

3Rosser, Doctors and Doctors, p. 112.
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Emory in Rains County with Dr. W. A. Duffey. After the first

year, he moved to Reagor Springs in Ellis County, where he

practiced until 1887.4 Rosser returned in 1887 to finish medi

cal school at the University of Louisville, and in March, 1888,

he was graduated with honors. He returned immediately to Texas,

settling in Waxahachie, where he practiced with two physicians.

In 1889 he delivered a paper on yellow fever control at the

State Medical Association in San Antonio, and, as a result, he

was made associate editor of the Texas Courier Record of Medi

cine in Dallas. He moved to Dallas in 1889 to accept the posi

tion and by 1891 he had become the city health officer. In 1892

Rosser retired from the public office and became surgeon for

the Houston and Texas Central Railroad and chairman of the state

medicine section of the Texas State Medical Association. In 1895

he was appointed superintendent of the North Texas Hospital for

the Insane at Terrell, but he retired in 1897 after his friend,

Dr. J. S. Letcher, requested that he return to Dallas because the

city needed him. By 1897 he was a partner of Dr. S. E. Milliken

in private practice. In the same year he served as vice-president

of the Texas State Medical Association, and some time later was

Rosser, Doctors and Doctors, pp. 1-86.
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vice-president of the Texas Sanitary Association. Rosser was

one of the founders of the University of Dallas Medical Depart

ment and at midterm of the first school year, 1900-1901, he was made

dean, serving until 1902 when Dr. E. H. Cary succeeded him. When

Baylor University adopted the college, Rosser became its professor

of surgery, a field of practice which he had gradually assumed in

preference to general medicine.5 Other activities of Rosser be

fore 1900 were vice-president of the Dallas County Medical Society

from 1891 to 1894, consulting physician at Parkland Hospital from

1898 to 1900 and director with Dr. S. E. Milliken of the Hermitage

Infirmary. He was also founder of the Good Samaritan Hospital

which he donated to Baylor University in 1903. Rosser was author

of two books, The Crusading Commoner (1937), a biography of

William Jennings Bryan, and Doctors and Doctors (l94l), his

memoirs of fifty years of practice in Dallas.6 He died January 27,

1945, and was buried at Oakland Cemetery.7 His son, Curtice

Rosser, was practicing medicine in Dallas in 1951.

Rosser' s successor, Dr. Velie P. Armstrong, assumed office

5Rosser, Doctors and Doctors, pp. 85-157.

6WPA, Safeguarding the Public Health (The Men), pp. II-13.

inscription obtained from grave marker of Dr. C M. Rosser,
Oakland Cemetery.
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on May 9, 1892. His administration, 1892-1898, was the most

fruitful because not only did he bring about greater sanitary

and health protection to the citizens, but also he struggled for

hospital reforms until, under his guidance, Parkland Hospital

was built in 1894. Armstrong, son of John W. and Pauline Arm

strong, was born in Davidson County, Tennessee, February 18,

1855. After graduation from Notre Dame University, he entered

the University of Louisville Medical Department, Kentucky. He

was graduated in 1877 in regular medicine, and in the same year

married Miss Tennie Brymer. Armstrong practiced in Caldwell,

Texas, for thirteen years, departing during the period to study

at the Bellevue Hospital, the New York Polyclinic, the Post-

Graduate Hospital of New York, and at universities in Paris,

London, Vienna, and Birmingham, England. He came to Dallas in

1890 and within two years, he had become the city health officer

and examiner for several life insurance companies. It was dur

ing his long administration that the position of health officer

became elective. His enemies, seeking to remove him from office,

declared that because of too short a residence in Dallas, he was

occupying his office illegally and at the same time was encourag

ing graft in the health department. They forced through an ordi

nance making the position of health officer elective and, as a
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result, were able to remove him from office. Regardless of the

criticisms, however, Armstrong's administration saw the most im

portant advances in public health that had occurred since l873

Following his service as health officer, he joined his friend,

Dr. Rosser, in the founding of the University of Dallas Medical

Department in 1900. Armstrong died November 30, 1923, at his

home in Oak Cliff.8

He was succeeded as health officer April 12, 1898, by

Dr. John W. Hicks Florence, who was born at Grand Saline, Van

Zandt County, Texas, June 14, 1868. Florence received his edu

cation at Baylor University, Waco, and at the Louisville Medi

cal College, graduating in 1889. He practiced in West Texas for

a time and after taking post-graduate work at the New York Poly

clinic Hospital, he came to Dallas in 1893 or 189^. Florence

became Dallas' first popularly elected health officer in 1898,

being chosen over five other candidates. He served until May 11,

1902, combining his work with his service as a professor at

Baylor Medical College. In 1922 he was appointed state health

officer by Governor Pat Neff . He resigned in 1923. Florence

died in Houston December 28, 1938, and was buried in Mesquite.9

lWPA, Safeguarding the Public Health (The Men), pp. 14, 29-30.

'ibid., pp. 16-17.
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Florence
'
s administration was important chiefly for the

changes made in the position of health officer. The office was

made elective in 1898 by ordinance and the change was verified

by the charter of 1899, which became effective in 1900. In ad

dition, the health officer was now to give a bond of $500 for

the "faithful performance of his duties," and was to report

every two months and to be accountable to the city council. He

was to remain at the city hospital except between 11 A.M. and

12 noon when he was to be at the city hall. His office and

residence consisted of two rooms at the city hospital for which

he paid, "the City of Dallas not furnishing anything toward the

maintenance of the City Health Officer." His salary was to be

$1,500 per year. The most important change was that after Decem

ber 5, 1898, the health physician assumed the duties of the city

chemist, the inspection of all food and drink with monthly re

ports to the council.10 The position of health officer was un

doubtedly becoming a full-time job.

Reforms in the Board of Health and Sanitation

Changes in the board of health occurred at the same time

10Committee on Codification, Code of the City of Dallas .

Articles 143-166, pp. 24, 140-143.
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as did those in the office of health physician. Becauee the

city council felt that the mayor, the health officer, and sev

eral physicians were not a representative group, on September l8,

1897, it passed an ordinance changing the membership of the board.

It was to be composed of the mayor, the health officer, and three

citizens, two of whom must be practicing physicians. The addi

tion of a layman to the almost strictly medical body helped to

broaden the views of the board of health and make it a more repre

sentative group. An important innovation was that after 1897, the

board was to be appointed by the health officer with the approval

of the city council. It was to function as an advisor on public

health to the council and all members were to serve without com

pensation.11

Changes were made not only in the board of health, but also

in sanitation. The conditions of the streets and sewers were

steadily improving, the main reason being that the city council

was spending more money on their upkeep. In July, 1890, it spent

$1,230, and in August, $1,263. This did not include the addi

tional appropriations granted, such as the $1,000 given the sani

tary department in January, 1893, "to put City in a sanitary

1
'Committee on Codification, Code of the City of Dallas ,

Article 147, pp. 143-144.
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condition."12 During the entire year of 1898, $10,058.36 was

spent for street cleaning and $2,725 for street sprinkling.

According to a statement in the minutes of the city coun

cil in 1890, "Sewerage is the biggest need now in the city of

Dallas."13 The speaker added that the only solution in such a

fast-growing city as Dallas was an extension of the sewer sys

tem. Whether the council took the suggestion is not certain,

but in August, 1891, the health officer appeared before the

council with a petition for water to flush out the gutters, since

there were not enough sewers to remove the accumulated filth.

The problem of accumulating water was also before the council.

On September 9, 1892, Health Officer Armstrong demanded that some

thing be done about the pools of water, ten to twenty feet deep,

that had drained under several old houses near the union depot.

His suggestion was that the houses be condemned and the water be

pumped out. Another problem in connection with the sewer system

12Minutes of the City Council (manuscript records in of

fice of the city secretary), City of Dallas, I-XXVI, September

19, 1868 - March 11, 1901, XVIII, June 29, 1892 - January 3,

1893, January 3, 1893, p. 630.

13Minutes of the City Council (manuscript records in of

fice of the city secretary), City of Dallas, I-XXVI, September 19,

1868 - March 11, 1901, XIII, July 5 - October 25, 1890, July 5,

1890, p. 9.
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was that there was no ordinance requiring residents to connect

their premises to the main sewers. It was not long, however,

before the problem was remedied and the system of sewers was

extended to include a wider area.14 It will be recalled that

during the eighties Health Officer Carter implored the city to

buy two garbage furnaces or crematories, one for dead animals

and the other for refuse and trash. It was not until 1891, how

ever, that something was done. The minutes of the city coun

cil reveal that between March and August, 1891, a crematory was

finally built. A. Brownlee, who had obtained a patent on a gar

bage furnace issued March 10, 1891, was given a contract to build

the crematory. By August 29, 1891, Health Officer Rosser was re

questing $1,096.80 to pay for some coal he had bought for the

garbage furnace, so the furnace must have been built by that

time.15 Satisfaction with the crematory lasted until 1898, but

in that year there were so many complaints that the committee on

hospitals and health requested that a new one be built. By No

vember 7, only a new approach to the furnace had been built at a

^Minutes of the City Council (manuscript records in of

fice of the city secretary), City of Dallas, I-XXVI, September 19,

1868 - March 11, 1901, XXV, March 28, 1899 - April 30, 1900,

March l4, 1900, p. 473-

Minutes of the City Council (manuscript records in of

fice of the city secretary), City of Dallas, I-XXVI, September 19,
1868 - March 11, 1901, XVI, July 25, 1891 - January 9, 1892,
August 29, 1891, pp. 186-187.
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cost of $123.95. In 1899 the committee complained again, say

ing that a new one was necessary since the old one was so small

that it burned only dead animals, while the garbage was left to

rot on the surface. It added that the furnace was too near to

populated areas for the condition to continue. Accumulations

were from three to ten feet deep with daily additions of hundreds

of loads of filth. Since the city in 1898 had agreed to receive

bids to build a new furnace, it was certain by 1899 that some

thing was going to be done as a solution to the problem of "refuse

disposal that had plagued Dallas for more than a quarter century."

Smallpox and the Pest House. 1890-1900

By 189O there was recorded in the minutes of the city

council only one pest house, located on Good Street. There, all

smallpox cases were taken to be treated by the health officer,

for the Main Street pest house had been sold. In 1891, the health

officer vaccinated three hundred persons against smallpox and

quarantined eight others. Although the venture cost the city

$750, and additional money to pay the expenses of those who had

been quarantined and to pay for all contaminated goods destroyed,

16WPA, Safeguarding the Public Health, p. 31.
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it was well worth the money to prevent the disease from spread

ing. To treat those who already had the disease, the health of

ficer in 1891 made beneficial changes by hiring two nurses to

care for pest house patients. He also requested Dr. Benjamin L.

Rawlins to attend the cases and for the service paid him $l60.17

It was not until just before the turn of the century that another

smallpox scare developed. Two cases were reported on February 9,

1899, and, as a result, Health Officer Florence ordered rigid

quarantine established. By February 14, twenty-one cases, these

found in boardinghouses and saloons, were reported, and Florence

was called upon to check them all. Only two of the cases neces

sitated care and were immediately placed under observation. In

one instance, an entire section of the city was terrorized be

cause of an old woman who was thought to have smallpox, and the

people fled the community, leaving their homes open behind them.

Only six genuine cases had developed by this time, however, two

of which proved fatal, and by March the scare had subsided.18

In April, 1899, Florence reported to the city council

17Minutes of the City Council (manuscript records in of

fice of the city secretary), City of Dallas, I-XXVI, September 19,
1868 - March 11, 1901, XIV, October 29, 1890 - March 11, 1891,
February 21, 1891, p. 537-

18WPA, Safeguarding the Public Health, pp. 31-32.
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that the bills incurred during the smallpox epidemic must be

paid. He said:

I will say that these bills, especially for the vac

cine matter were contracted on the spur of the moment.

Had I the time to have waited until vaccine virus

could have arrived from the farms causing a week or

ten days delay, I could have gotten better prices,
but to my judgment the emergency and necessity of

vaccinating the schools quickly demanded and I lost

no time In buying from our local druggists, and since

they have waited from 60 to 90 days for their money

I think the city cannot afford to ask a reduction of

their bills or further delay them from getting their

money .

The fees of the Physicians for vaccinating are reason

able and just and should be paid.19

The council adopted Florence's suggestions without delay. A

year later, in March, 1900, the health officer proposed that the

city take even greater precautions against smallpox. A few

months before, the state authorities had ruled that it was the

duty of every county, regardless of city boundaries, to have

complete control over smallpox measures and over quarantine,

unless a city might choose to exercise its rights and to empower

the city health officer to declare and enforce the measures.

Florence stated that with the prevalence of smallpox, the time

had come for him to exercise his authority and requested that

19Minutes of the City Council, April 27, 1899, p. 79.
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the city council enable him to do so. Without hesitation the

council granted him his request.20 With the added power,

Florence began a cleanup campaign that was to continue through

the turn of the century. He hired more wagons for the street

cleaning force and urged citizens to cooperate in keeping

streets as well as their own premises clean. The sanitary in

spector and his workmen were armed with notices and were in

structed to see that all sanitary measures were enforced. By

May 1, 1899, the work was being increased. Fourteen teams,

twelve additional men, and three inspectors were hired. The

inspectors were ordered to search all premises in back and front

for any signs of accumulated filth, with instructions to report

all violations to the superintendent of the street cleaning

force, who was in turn to see that the conditions were improved.

Four sprinkling wagons were purchased to keep the city clean.

The story, of smallpox ended at the turn of the century with the

city authorities and the health officer in the middle of a clean

up campaign with the intention of stamping out smallpox forever.

'Minutes of the City Council, XXV, March 13, 1900, p. 473.
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Preliminary Hospital Reforms. l890-l893

The city hospital in 189O was still located at Columbia

and South Lamar and was still the brown two-story ten-room

house that it had been during the l880s. On January 29, I89O,

a small addition was made to the place. Health Officer Carter

was allowed to rent a house next to the hospital for $25.00 a

month. The frame house was clean, according to Carter, and in

it there was space enough for sixteen beds. In May the regular

hospital was improved by a complete painting on the inside and

outside. The improvements were at an opportune moment, especial

ly because in July a large number of patients were sent from

out of town for treatment at the city hospital.21 Without the

addition, accommodations for the patients would have been in

sufficient.

The question of employees at the hospital was still not

solved to the satisfaction of the health officer. In June, 1890,

there were only four persons employed at the hospital, the steward,

the matron, and two nurses. Health Officer Wilson asked for a

raise in their pay, so that the steward would receive $35.00, the

matron, $20.00, and the two nurses, $18.00 each. His request was

2Minutes of the City Council, XIII, July 5, 1890, p. 9.
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granted. In October, 1890, he made another and more important

reform. He obtained a regular night nurse. Before, in cases

that needed constant watching, the regular nurses or con

valescents had to do It. With a night nurse steadily employed

at $25.00 per month, the patients at the hospital now would

receive more attention.22 In 1891 Health Officer Rosser at

tempted another reform which was not so easily achieved. He

asked the city council that the matron be dispensed with and

that a resident physician be employed who would be more quali

fied to treat patients . Although the committee recommended

that the proposal be accepted, the city council was not to be

persuaded. In September, 1893, the health officer again made

the request, but there is no record that the council acknowledged

it.23

The capacity of the city hospital, after the small house

was rented next door, was forty- two beds. On January 12, 1892,

Health Officer Rosser reported that during November and Decem

ber 162 patients had been treated at the hospital. He also re

ported that for two months during the previous year, the expenses

22Minutes of the City Council, XIII, October 25, 1890, p. 602.

23Minutes of the City Council (manuscript records in office

of the city secretary), City of Dallas, I-XXVI, September 19,
1868 - March 11, 1901, XX; September 26, 1893, p. 97.
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had been $489.50 and $527.00 for the hospital.24 His report

was aimed primarily at obtaining a new hospital, and it was

with that in mind that he made his recommendations. He said

that Dallas' city hospital capacity when compared to other

cities was noticeably insufficient. Dallas had only forty-

two beds, while San Antonio had 270, Galveston 300, Houston

325, and Fort Worth 230, and those cities had less population

than Dallas. He reviewed the unfruitful attempt in 1891 of the

city authorities to select a new hospital site because they were

unable at the time to purchase the property they wanted, and

stated that now was the time for the city to make the purchase.

If petitions were any sign, the citizens were highly in favor

of it and were willing to pay for it by buying hospital bonds.

Contractors had already offered, he said, to make bids for its

construction ,25

Five months later the committee on hospitals and health

made a similar report. It said, after a visit to the hospital,

24Minutes of the City Council, XVI, July 30, 1891, p.
53.

25Minutes of the City Council (manuscript records in of

fice of the city secretary), City of Dallas, I-XXVI, September 19,
1868 - March 11, 1901, XVII, January 16, 1892 - June 27, 1892,
January 20, 1892, pp. 4l-43.
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that the building was as "clean as possible considering the

wretched bad construction of the building for hospital pur

poses." The premises, especially the privy, were "in a filthy

sodden conditionthere being no sewer connection." They or

dered that it be cleaned and it was. "We found white and Negro

patients were huddled in the same room. Room is flat on the

ground and badly ventilated, this being the room now rented."

The hospital was crowded to the doors with patients, most of

them old chronics and incurables. The doors and windows of the

main building, including the kitchen and dining room, were with

out screens, an encouragement to disease and infection. Above

all, the committee said, "We found the Steward, who is utterly

ignorant of drugs and their effects on human beings filling

prescriptions, which is not only dangerous to the health and

lives of patients but is in strict violation of the State laws

regulating the practice of Pharmacy."26 The conditions were

not only a danger to the 39 patients, 31 men and 8 women, in

the hospital, but were a shame to the city. The recommendations

of the committee were short and to the point: that sewer con

nections be made to the hospital; that Negro and white patients

26Minutes of the City Council, XVII, May 25, 1892, pp. 512-

51^.
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be separated, and if they were overcrowded enough to force mix

ing, that any more patients be rejected; that screens be put on

all doors and windows; and finally, that a legally qualified

pharmacist be hired to fill prescriptions.

One month passed and still nothing had been done. Arm

strong reported to the council on the lack of action and on

the "deplorable condition of the City Hospital .... I pro

test against this condition."27 His greatest concern, however,

was that "there is now employed at the hospital, against my

protest as Steward, a man who in every way is unfit for the

position owing especially to his physical infirmities." He was

not, Armstrong said, ever at the hospital at night when he was

most needed, and was constantly leaving the building against

the health officer's orders. Armstrong discharged him for negli

gence, but after the steward appealed for protection to an alder

man, he was rehired against Armstrong's wishes. Armstrong in

sisted that since he apparently had no control over his employees,

he actually had "no Steward, no druggist, and no medical as

sistance at all." There is no doubt that Armstrong was about to

resign, and he would have, had the council not immediately drawn

27Minutes of the City Council, XVII, June 4, 1892, pp.
548-5^9.
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up an ordinance to give the health officer complete control

over all employees of the hospital.28

With the question of employees solved, Armstrong turned

to other problems. He asked the council for a case of general

operating instruments because there was "not an instrument in

the hospital for use in any emergency." The amount of $60.00

was immediately appropriated.29 He asked that the windows of

the hospital be screened, and they were with little delay.

Finally, he asked for a new hospital. "The necessity [of a

new hospital] has been explicated upon to such an extent that

I do not deem it necessary to go into a full and exhaustive ex

planation." The need, according to Armstrong, had been apparent

to every citizen for at least five years, since the institution

did not even resemble a hospital. Besides being located in a

"bad atmosphere," it had few beds, no reception room, no operat

ing room, no ward for children or for colored people, no wards

for pay patients, no furniture, no sewer connections, no dead

house, no dining hall, and a very poor kitchen. According to

Armstrong, it had nothing that resembled "a modern retreat for

28Minutes of the City Council, XVII, June 4, 1892, p. 549.

29Minutes of the City Council, XVII, June 18, 1392, pp. 594-

596.
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the sick." The building was a fire trap and was so poor in

, 30

every way, that it could not even be sold for $1,000.

Armstrong's bitter denunciation of the hospital was the

final blow to the pride of both city authorities and citizens.

A municipal election was held in April, 1893, and in May the

decision came at last, "Whereas, The Voters of Dallas decided

at the last municipal election that they desired a new hospital."

The amount of $40,000 in hospital bonds was to be issued for

the construction of the building and the committee on hospitals

and health were ordered to see what exchange they could make on

the old building and lot, "for a well-located lot on which to

built a new hospital." The location must be secured before the

bonds were issued.31

The planning for the new hospital was finally in process.

On June 27, bids for the site were opened. The council was

still undecided by the fall, however, because on November 27,

they considered leasing, for five years or longer for $75.00 a

month, one building of sixteen rooms and another of twelve rooms,

both located on a lot on the corner of Good and Swiss streets.

3Minutes of the City Council (manuscript records in of

fice of the city secretary), City of Dallas, I-XXVI, September 19,
1868 - March 11, 1901, XIX, January 10, 1893 -

August 9, 1893,
February 14, 1893, p. 115.

31Minutes of the City Council, XIX, May 23, 1893, p. 399.
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Although the mayor and committee on hospitals and health in

spected the offer, they rejected it, in favor of building a

hospital on a lot which they city already owned. The follow

ing day, the chairman of the special committee on hospital plan

ning reported that they had selected several architects to draw

up the plans and suggested that the council choose one of them to

their own satisfaction. The council immediately chose the bid

of Baker Brothers for $12, 000.
az

Before the end of 1893, more

decisions were made. For the first time, hot water was to be

installed in the hospital and the street to the hospital was to

be paved. The last decision of the year was the most important,

for on December 19, the council decided to award the contract to

build the hospital and install the plumbing to J. S. Thixton

for $13, 900.
33

By the end of 1893, with both the architect and

the contractor selected, the future of the new hospital was

settled.

Building of Parkland Hospital. 1894

A pause will be made here to discuss the hospital lot.

32Minutes of the City Council, XX, November 28, 1893, p.
201.

33Ibid., XX, December 19, 1893, pp. 243-244.
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Although the city council had been trying for years to buy a

hospital lot, it had been unsuccessful. By 1893 a decision was

made which was not recorded in the minutes. The council de

cided to use for the new hospital a lot which it had purchased

in 1887. According to a deed record of April 7, 1887, the

city purchased from 0. P. Bowser, W. H. Lemmon, and others,

thirty-six acres of land, less the road bed of the Wichita

Railroad, located one and one-half miles northwest of the court

house just outside the city limits. It was a part of the James A.

Sylvester 640-acre survey at the southeast corner of a 36-acre

tract of F. Hustead. The city paid for the land $15,000, "to be

paid on order four months after date with interest at 10 per cent

per annum from date."34 There was no indication in the deed of

what the city intended to do with the land. The map of the

tract filed on November 30, 1887, records the sale from Bowser

and Lemmon to the city and a comparison of later maps with the

early ones reveals that this tract is the location of Parkland

Hospital from 1894 to 1951. The city, however, did not use the

entire thirty-six acres for the hospital but in 1893 it decided

340. P. Bowser, W. H. Lemmon, ejfc. si. to the City of Dal

las, Deed Records of the County of Dallas (manuscript records
in the county clerk's office), April 7, 1887, Vol. 83, p. 284.
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that seventeen acres of the land was sufficient.35 The loca

tion was at the intersection of Maple and Oak Lawn avenues.

The hospital was built between January and May of 189^.

Construction was in progress by January 16, because the city

council approved a plan to put extra brick work in the founda

tion of the hospital, since the ground was uneven and had not

been graded. Other activities of the council pertaining to the

hospital were carried on during the winter and spring. On

January 30, the council approved the purchase of a new operating

table "of a character suitable for the new Hospital,"36 and on

March 6, it appropriated $2,000 to furnish the hospital. The

council also made an Important ruling to prevent future over

crowding in the hospital. All patients admitted after March 14

must be bona fide residents of the city of Dallas. Several

recommendations were also considered by the council, that stables

and a dead house be built, that an ambulance be purchased, and

that the hospital be fenced in and screened. On March 15 the

health officer requested an important innovation, that he might

be given the authority to hire a trained nurse for the new

3&Walsh, Report of A Survey of the Dallas City-County

Hospital System (mimeographed report), p. 3.

36Minutes of the City Council, XX, January 30, 1894, ]

3^5.
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hospital at a rate not over $45.00 per month. The recommenda

tion was referred to a committee and by the time the hospital

was opened, the nurse had been hired.

The spring of 189^ was a trying time for the health of

ficer, but his efforts were soon rewarded. On May 15, the hos

pital was finished and Health Officer Armstrong moved his

family to establish his residence in the main building. On May 16,

the hospital was insured for $7,500, which with a previously pur

chased $7,000 policy made a total of $14,500 held on the building.

On May 19 at 1:00 p.m., "the Parkland Hospital, which is the new

city hospital, was formally opened and inspected by the mayor,

city council, and all other city officers." According to a news

paper article written the following day, "the location has all

the requirements of a modern hospital and the building and its

furnishings are spoken of with pride."37 The building faced east,

and was 234 feet long and 72 feet deep. It was two stories high

and was surrounded on the first floor with a veranda from six to

nine feet wide.

The inside of the building was spacious, with a capacity

of 100 beds.38 There were a large number of wards, each separated

37"Dallas Has a New Hospital,
"

in Dallas News. May 20, 1894 .

^Polk's Medical Register. 1902, p. 1851.
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from the other by a wide hallway. Any ward could be reached

directly from the hall without passing through any rooms, a

well-planned convenience to prevent the disturbing of patients

and to provide adequate ventilation. The six public wards were

located on the ground floor, along with the operating room.

There was a separate ward for white women, one for white men,

one for colored women, and another for colored men. The other

two wards were devoted to children and maternity cases. Each

ward was furnished with regulation iron bedsteads and plain oak

chairs. No other furniture was allowed. The walls were of

plaster and the floors and woodwork were finished "in hard oil,

so that there can be no lodgement of germs. Each ward has a

bathroom and closet attached." The operating room had cement

floors that drained to the center. "The drain pipe does not go

directly to the sewer but is arranged so that no sewer gas can

find its way in to contaminate the exposed flesh in surgical

operations .

"39
Not only were there separate wards for white and

colored patients but there were also separate dining rooms. The

third dining room was for the health officer and his family.

The kitchen, located in the back, contained a large cooking

39"Dallas Has a New Hospital,
"

in Dallas News. May 20,

1894.
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range, and a number of china closets and storerooms. To com

plete the lower floor, there was to the right of the front door

a furnished reception room. It was also used by patients for

devotional services and as a library. On the left of the main

door were rooms for the health officer and his family. The

second floor of the hospital was exclusive. It was devoted en

tirely to private rooms for pay patients . Each room was fur

nished similarly to a bedroom in a home and was rented to any

one wanting hospital treatment. The charge for one week was

anywhere from $7.00 to $12.00, and this fee included everything

except the services of a physician. The basement of the hospi

tal contained the laundry, drying rooms, storerooms, steam

furnaces, and coal bins. It had a cement floor which drained

in every direction so that no dampness might accumulate.

The conveniences of the hospital were many. Not only

was there a trained nurse, educated at St. Luke's Hospital, New

York, to attend the patients, but there was also an added con

venience, "a regulation hospital carriage on rubber-tired wheels

by which a patient can be moved to any part of the building with

out undue exertion or excitement."40 Artesian water for cooking,

4"Dallas Has a New Hospital,
"

in Dallas News. May 20,

1894.
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drinking, and bathing was another addition to the new hospital.

It was pumped by a hydraulic ram from a city-owned well near

the waterworks up to a 200-barrel cistern in the back yard of

the hospital. For sprinkling the lawn and for the sinks,

river water was used.

The proudest description of all was that "externally

the Parkland Hospital looks like a big summer hotel." A tre

mendous wooded park surrounded the area, and the yard in front

was laid carefully by landscape artists into walks, drives, and

flower beds. There were also plans for a fountain on a circu

lar flat in front, to be surrounded by a drive. Behind the

hospital the grounds sloped gradually toward the river.41

There can be no doubt that the reception on May 19 was

the happiest day of Armstrong's administration. The newspaper

article described the event as follows:

Dr. Armstrong was prouder than a Spanish hidalgo. He

led the way through the wards and explained the use

and conveniences of the various appliances. The alder

men peeped into every corner, tried the transoms to see

if they would turn, turned on the electric lights to

see if they would burn, and examined the iron bedsteads

and spotless linen. After the tour of inspection, Dr.

Armstrong opened a new room and invited all to enter.42

41"Dallas Has a New Hospital," in Dallas News. May 20,

189^.
42
Ibid.
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It was then that champagne was served and luncheon, cooked un

der Mrs. Armstrong's supervision, was offered to the guests.

Speeches were made, including one by the mayor complimenting

Armstrong on his success in obtaining a modern hospital and

stating that the council had shown its appreciation by support

ing him with a unanimous vote at the previous election. Short

speeches were made by Drs. Stephen Thruston, Archelaus Cochran,

and W. R. Wilson, the former health officer, all of whom had

helped in securing the hospital. The final speech was made by

Dr. Armstrong. He said, after thanking the council for its co

operation, that Parkland Hospital was the city's most distinctive

mark of progress and as a dedication to the public welfare, was

a gift to the charity-minded rich and to the charity-needing

poor ,43

The history of Parkland after May, 1894, was one of fill

ing in the few neglected items. On July 8, 1894, the council

passed an ordinance extending the city limits to include the hos

pital. This insured the city that it might have supervision and

policing of all areas surrounding the new building. In the same

year, the city bought its first ambulance at a cost of $500.

43"Dallas Has a New Hospital,
"

in Dallas News. May 20, 1894 .
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Before that time, all cases had been transported in a police

patrol wagon, and the purchase of a horse-drawn vehicle now al

lowed the quick and efficient delivery of the very ill patients.

Although the ambulance was bought in 189^, the horse was not

purchased until June 2, 1896, at a cost of $100. Three years

later, on March 28, 1899, Health Officer Florence demanded rub

ber tires for the ambulance to render "the conveyance of pa

tients less dangerous to their health," a "necessary act of

humanity."44 On the same day the committee on hospitals and

health seconded his proposal, saying that driving over the rough

and often unpaved streets of the city in the hospital ambulance

was too dangerous for the patients. It recommended not only

rubber tires but complete repairs on the wagon. The council

adopted the proposals and had them carried out.45 Other improve

ments before the turn of the century were effected. A hot water

connection was put in the operating room and in the basement,

and bids for the first time were opened for the purchase of

groceries, bread, and meat. Contracts with grocery stores, the

health officer said, would save up to 25 per cent on a month's

44Minutes of the City Council, XXV, March 28, 1899, p. 14.

45Loc. cit.
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purchases. To save more money, the health officer also pur

chased two cows to cut down on the cost of milk at the hospital.4*

The important addition between 1895 and 1900, the im

provement that shaded all others, was the creation of a visiting

staff of doctors. On January 21, 1896, Armstrong asked the city

council to confirm the nomination of Dr. Charles H. Sherman as

consulting physician. Although the proposal was adopted, Dr.

Sherman's name did not appear in the directory, which listed the

assistants for 1896 as Drs. Alexander Elmore, John Roy Briggs,

Milton M. Edmondson, and Edwin J. Reeves.47 This was the first

time that physicians had been officially appointed by the city

to assist the health officer. This act initiated a tradition

that has continued for over fifty years. To serve the follow

ing year Elmore and Sherman were reappointed, and on September 22,

1896, Armstrong recommended that Dr. Henry Wetzell Wandless be

appointed to the visiting staff, "his services being needed in

the Diseases of the Eye, Ear, Nose, and Throat."48 The consult

ing physicians for 1898 under Health Officer Florence were Drs.

4QMinutes of the City Council (manuscript records in of

fice of the city secretary), City of Dallas, I-XXVI, September 19,
1868 - March 11, 1901, XXIII, January 7, 1896 - December 14, 1897
October 27, 1896, p. 288.

"

47Directory of Dallas. 1896, pp. 70-72.

48Minutes of the City Council, XXIII, September 22, 1896,
p. 262.
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Marshall M. Newsom, Charles M. Rosser, and Samuel McJunkin. By

1900 a difference had been drawn between assistant and consult

ing physicians. Dr. Joseph Wilson was the assistant physician

and Drs. C. M. Rosser and S. H. Stout were the consulting

physicians.49

To abandon all evidence of pre-reform health and hospi

tal conditions, one last step was tsken before the turn of the

century. The old Lamar Street hospital was sold. On February 14,

1899, the city council set the price of the lot and building at

$4,000, and put them up for sale. On June 25, a proposal to pur

chase both of them was voiced to the council by Thomas F. McEnnis,

a legal representative of Sanger Brothers' Department Store.

The offer was accepted, although the price offered was only

$2,500. The mayor was authorized to draw up the deed. On July 9,

1900, the sale became final and Dallas could at last claim free

dom from one of the blots on its medical record.

gumma ry of Medical Progress

The achievements during the l890s in hospital and health

reform were a climax to sixty years of medical expansion. From

49Dallas Directory for 1900, p. 49.

5oMinutes of the City Council, XXVI, July 9, 1900, p. 154.
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the time of the arrival of Dr. Calder in l842, there had been

a repeated rise and fall in medical progress. Although it was

slow, it had been pushing toward the goals which the city final

ly achieved during the l890s. From l84l to 1872 was a period of

lethargic, unguided expansion characterized by the complete ab

sence of organized medicine and public health efforts. Drs.

John Cole, A. A. Johnston, Samuel B. Pryor, Anderson D. Rice,

and many others equally gifted in the practice of medicine, set

tled in Dallas to form the foundation of the profession. The

first dentist, James B. Bryan, and the first druggists, Frank

Sayre, Dr. D. B. Thomas, and the Peak brothers, also contributed

in laying the groundwork for future expansion. Since the medicine

men of this period were concerned chiefly with the struggle for

livelihood, their efforts were aimed primarily at survival, for on

their survival depended the entire medical profession of Dallas.

It was in fulfillment of the law of supply and demand that

medicine expanded between 1873 and 1875. With the tremendous in

flux of population and resultant need for medical attention, the

city realized for the first time the importance of organized

medicine, sanitation, and public health. The first medical

society was organized, the department of health was created, a

health officer appointed, and the first city hospital built. A
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large number of doctors and druggists appeared to take care of

the population, such as Dr. Daniel Momand, Dr. Jacob Ewing,

Dr. Alexander C. Graham, and druggists like Henry C. Hoskins,

Thomas Walker, W. C. Conner, L. Myers Conner, Jacob Williams, and

Dr. J. W. Crowdus. The period from 1873 to 1874 undoubtedly saw

the greatest medical achievements the city had known. This period

was also the heaviest contributor to the heretofore barren record

book of medicine .

Just as there must be a pause in all cycles of growth, so

there came a pause in medical history, when little progress was

made. During the late seventies and the eighties, with the ex

ception of the fruitful efforts of the physicians to organize,

there was remarkably little change in medical history. Progress

was so slow that it faltered and almost stopped. Among the few

developments were the trend toward specialization, the creation of

the offices of city chemist and scavenger, and some additions to

the city hospital; but the period ranked poorly when placed be

tween the high peak of progress during the early seventies and

the climax in medical expansion which occurred in the nineties.

It resembled closely the early period of medical history, when

the profession and science of medicine was struggling for sur

vival, more than for a record of achievements.
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Perhaps without the pause, however, there would not have

been an opportunity to build up momentum for the climactic end

ing to sixty years of medical progress. The culmination was

revealed chiefly in the private efforts of physicians and lay

men to establish St. Paul's Hospital and the University of Dal

las Medical Department, now Baylor University College of Medi

cine. These achievements were so great that after fifty years

they remain unsurpassed, and have only been supplemented. In

public health, the climax was realized in the founding of Park

land Hospital in 189^. Although the building was replaced in

1913 with a brick structure, the effect of its establishment,

not only on the populace but also on the entire progress of

medicine in Dallas, cannot be overemphasized; for its estab

lishment, along with all the improvements during the 1890s,

laid the foundation on which fifty years of medical progress

have been built and by which the entire future progress of Dallas

has been fortified.
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