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(,(1lav :t IhIvse liearills. We feel privileged that yol are Iere, Con-
gresswoiari Chisholm.

I nii lit Ibrili von 111) to date :is to tlie two little prolv1ims we face.
Oiie is the responsibility of the subcommittee chairman to see to the
siilwommiitee and tlie otlier is to tr to recognize tile conflicting
responsibility N to fhe full ,Judiciary committeete, where we are now
prparvd to vote out a Sulpreme Court Justice of the U.S. Supreme
( ,mli. Iniasni iv l as I lhave itil( great ilit Crest ill this area over tile
past 2 months I may be compelled to leave rather haslily. I hope
we can coiellide witl .vollr testimony. I know how busy you are.leh,:se proceed.

STATEMENT OF HON. SHIRLEY CHISHOLM, A REPRESENTATIVE
IN CONGRESS FROM THE 12TH DISTRICT OF THE STATE OF
NEW YORK
,Mrs. Cit Is I ioLM. ''hak voul verv muih.
.lr. ('hairnalil. I had n'liiost decided to forego the opportumitv to

testify in behalf of Senate ,Joint Resolution No. 61. There is futility
111id trustlrtat ion ill testif%-i,v- for an amneniment that has been pro-
loSed somt, 20 ti na's il t'he iast 50 years. auid that has passed in tile
Senate at least 1wice. onlv to hiavl my ,st emevd colleagues on the
other side of the Capitol rebut it.

Tlhe frilstration. the fli lit v is hardlv akin to that encountered by
Black Americans over the ctenturies aIs they watched amendments
and civil rights bills swept illter tle comnlittee's table time after
time, its t hiey vat ched the deliheratv and often successful efforts to
water down'mthose tieasmpes that reach the floor, watch the deliberate
ciremunvent ion of those that became law.

Tlhe iaill 1ers. th NA XAC'P. and other Black organizations have
lie saitiw f(ristrations that have created tile National Organization

of W1oilhii t le l omen's Liberation Iove ineit, anl other women's
orgatIizat ions. The feeling of futility that causes the Republic of
New A\ frica to stale that thy ev ant five. States which all Black Am-
cricalus lav vollntarilh nile" themselves. thus sel)arating from the
Nat iii is tio dlifferent ithan that which causes a (race Atkinson to
refuse to appear vith .a man except as a matter of class confronta-
tion and to sa'---"a woiall saving mlen are the enemy with a boy-
frienll siting next to her is Ihot I humiliating mi1d (tragic."

Mr. (lvai rman. colored minority group Americans are not the only
second! class citizens in this colilitv. h'le largvst single gro p of
second ciss cit izemis is tile majority of Americans. Amnericun women.

Senator l If the lady would yield just a moment. I appreei-
ate tie fact that I-oil y hade thatl observation. I was about to inteiject
it.

()lit history has been replete. unfortunately it. is nothing to be
proill of, vi'lIi orc,.asions in which we have (iscriminated agair.st
minority groups of one kind or another. This is tile first example
I know of where we have discriminated against the majority, and I
think to lie extnIl that the majority will get u) on its--ell, rise
to l1v 4 wclsi l. \\. e can . l I his im-1, lit Iv e ;rc vI .

.\lIs. ('ii , %;11 . A\c.ording to the 1960 census there were 3U, mil-
lion 11ore females than nales. llowever. when one examines-their



	
  

repr~iesenitat ion inl tite va rinuus walks (if life we flit(d that theyv are niot
adequately repi'eseitted. More t hani half of fitu popillat il of the4
Uniited States is fe'male. butf woiiet W4ccii1 011oy 2 percent of t lie
mnagerial p~osit ions. Tlhey have riot even reac1hedf thle level of token-
ism vet. No women sit oil tie( AFL[- C IO ) Coutuil or the Supr-emei
Comrt. TIhlene have heeen olyv two wvoitueli who have livid ('Thiluet.
rank and1 at present t here a-e none1c. Only t wo wvonuie now hold aim-
bassadoial anlk ini tilt, dhiplomtic corps. Ill Colugress we art, (town
to Senator anid to) Rep~resenutat ives.

Tlhe issue be fore its todayl . while if sevems riot to call for thle im-
muediate at tent ion that. I resi(1ent. Ni xot's new war on C amfbodhia
call,, for, does inl fact v'a 11fot' ifiuuue(iat e re esof a s"itnat ion t hat
ha"s halpeed thiiis country fw1or- 19.1* yea us too bung. While the (Con-
situnat ion muentionied11 da('k Amner'ican"; only inl thle fne'itive terml of
thiuee- fouu'tlis of a man, at least it did refer to t lirt. It does niot refer
to tOle. iniherent r'ighits ofC %V'onuei at atl1

People, have off en asked fine why I fe'el thlat Amierican Ilbicks; andI
AilleI'i(al NV omIteui have- received 511(11 1reai en~t . I have. a I vs hadI
to resp~ond( thait. I bet iev'e it, is because A nevrica mu inst itttions were
Created 1)w white males aind that the( iedotia. eqlal it.'. "111d justice
that tile%, mnentijoned and fought for' was jut ('Id('(. albeit ('0rii1sly',
for them~ and t hemn alone.

'lis is the reasoni thait. f bel iev'e that, anl aiefllmflet siich as the
onec pri'C(it lY under(1 C'onidieratio iuns not hwe'i p)assed( by the mlale-
(lominafedl Conigress iii thie past. It is also t hei i'('aioi that I feel
so terribly f~t ii' and fn'ist rat ed inl appearing hieie t oda v. So mayl~
I ,;-,V that liiom'e anud niore w~onmen. beca mwe of the ftilt ii :111da frius'
t ratfi, are begrinmning to realize that 1l'rederi('k I otigtas' words
"4powet' coiumdes nthlung wit hout a st ruggle." ar :u' s apropos for
womlenl as the N. are. foi' black Ami'Icalls today.

May' I also rem Hind vN1, gent lenten, youj a re thle pow-r. andi( as
suh-oil are, then thle focal p)oinit of the( si niggle. It is riot tie( ill-

tenltioni of Anwmricanl wVomlen to become a. tit dionl ofC A rizoru;. I%,(
will riot, longer. however', be deniedd our rights as human 1 liings equal
in alt respects to males.

Let. fine trmy to refute two of tile. conmimntest a'gmunemits that are
offered agaiinst thle amtemidinent. One is that women arme already' pro-
tected ti1((1 thfie law ando dto niot lied( legislation. Ex istiung laws are
riot. adlequate to secure equal irighuts foi' women.

Sl"li1cienit proof of this is the consent rat ion of women ini lower
paying menial utnrew'arding Jobs. and~ their inicredilble scalrcity ill
the tipper- level jobs. It is obvious that, (disc'riminat ion exists. 11omen01
do riot have the opportunities that, mnui (to. and wvomeii that (t0 niot
confor-m to the sy-stem, who trv' to break with the excepted pattern
amre stigmatized ais odd( and umfeminine. 'Fle fact is that a woman
who aspires to lbe chairman of a board or -Memnber of thre House
(does so exactly for' the same, reasons as any roan. basically because
she thinks she call (d0 the job andi~ she wants to tryv.

A second argument, often heard againist- t(lie equial rights fluendl-
ment. is that. it would eliminate legislat ion that uuany St ates and
thre, Federal Government have enacted giving special 'rotection to
women, and( that it would throw the mai'riage an1 divorcee laws
into Chaos. As for the marriage Jaws, they arc duet for sweeping



	
  

change. and art excellent beginning would he wiping the existing
ones oil' tie books.

Regarding special protection for working women, I cannot under-
sta(dwhy it should be needed. Women need no protection that men
do not need. What we nieed are laws to protect working people, to
guaItrantee them fair pay, safe working conditions, protection against
sickness and layoffs. ,en and women need these things equally.
That one sex needs protection more than the other is male supre-
inrcisni and as ridiculous and utworthy of respect as the white
sipretnacism that society is trying to cure itself of at this time.

Senator iBAYI. I agree with everything you said.
We appreciate your taking the time to be with us. I might have

one reservation wvith your remarks, which is that although I really
Cannot blame you for' feeling frustrated relative to the task before
us. I hope it will not be a futile effort..

'f'hank you very much.
(The prepared 'test imony follows:)

'I'VASJMoNy DF.LIVFRm nY ItEPRESENTATIVE SI IRLEY CISllOLM

Mr. Chairman: I had almost decided to forego this opportunity to testify In
behalf of Senate Joint Resolution #61. 'I'hiere Is a buiilt-in futility and frustra-
tion in testifying for an amendment that has been proposed some twenty timem
In the last fifty years and( that has lpss(ed in the Senate at least twice only to
have my esteemed colleagues on the other side of the Capitol rebuff It.

The frustrallon, the futility is highly akin to that encountered by black
Amorlenris over the centuries as they watched amendments and civil rights
bills swept under the comntittee table time after time--as they watched the
delilerate and often silecessfil efforts tO water down those measures that
reached the floor-as they watched the deliberate circumvention of those that
became law.

'ihe fruitrations that led to the creation of the Panthers, the NAACP, and
other black organizations are the same frustrations that have created the
National Organization of Women, the Women's Liberation Movement and
other wonien's organizations.

The feeling of futility that eauses the Rlel)ublie of New Africa to state that
they want five states to which nil black Americans may volntarily remove
themlvos, thus separating front the nation, is no different than that which
causes a (;race Atkinson to refuse to appear with a man except as a matter
of "class confrontation" and to say "a woman saying men are the enemy with
a boyfriend sitting next to her is both humiliating and tragic."

Mr. Chairman. colored1 minority-group Americans are not the only second-class
eltizens in this country. The largest single group of second-class citizens Is the
nmajority of Americans-Amerlean women. According to the 1W60 census there
were three and one-half million more females than ninles. However, when one
exattilnt's their representation in the various iialks of life we find that they
are not nearly adequately represented.

More than half of the iopittion of the Urnited States Is female. But women
occupy only 2 iertent of inanacerial positio:,.% 'f'hoy have not even reached the
level of tokenisin yet. No wonten sit. on the AFI,-CIO Council or Supreme
Court. There have been only two women who have held Cabinet rank, and
at lprtsent there are none. Only two women now hold amlassadorial rank In
the diplomatic corps. In Congress., we are down to one Senator and 10 Repre-
se I I ti t ies.

''le issnie before um today, while It seems not to call for the Immediate
attention !hat Mr. Nixon's new war on Cambodia calls for, does, in fact, call
for immediate redress of a situation that lis hanilmred thls country for 194
years too long. While the Constitution mentioned black Anerlcans only In
the negative terms of %9's of a man at least It did refer to them; it does not
refer to the inherent rights of women at all.

People have often asked mn why I feel that American blacks and American
women have received such treatment. I have always had to respond that I


