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A Tribute to Robert W. Hansen:
Commemorating 30 Years of Service and
Celebrating a Life Devoted to Herpetology

Bob Hansen searching for amphibians in Washoe County, Nevada in June
2016.
In honor of the retirement of the longtime editor of Herpetological Review, Robert W. Hansen, we have put together a special tribute
document as part of our “BobFest” celebration at the 2022 Joint Meeting of Ichthyologists and Herpetologists in Spokane, Washington. This tribute issue is a collection of short articles, notes, and literary musings written by herpetologists that want to convey their
respect and appreciation for all that Bob has done for them personally, for Herpetological Review as a leading journal, for SSAR as
a professional organization, and for the larger herpetological community. During his amazing 30 years as editor of Herpetological
Review, Bob transformed the publication from a small society newsletter to SSAR’s flagship publication, pioneered changes in format and structure that have increased the visual appeal of the journal, added new themes to increase the scope and relevance of the
journal, and provided a platform for individuals from different disciplines and diverse backgrounds to publish notes and articles on
a wide range of topics. Under Bob’s editorial leadership and direction, the cover of Herpetological Review metamorphosed into a fullcolor photographic image depicting herpetofauna from across the globe, which also provided photographers and researchers from
all over the world an opportunity to showcase their artistry and highlight aspects of the natural history, evolution and conservation of
particular taxa. These efforts were no trivial feat, and we have all benefited from Bob's vision, hard work, and dedication in the role.
Bob’s contributions to herpetology are not limited to his accomplishments as editor. Outside of his editorial duties, Bob is a skilled
writer, a talented photographer, a well-verse natural historian, a public educator, a mentor, and herpetological scholar that has codescribed three plethodontid salamander species endemic to California. Now that his editorial torch has been passed, Bob can enjoy
spending his much deserved retirement chasing amphibians and reptiles across California, the western USA, and Mexico. And we all
wish him only the best.
Please enjoy reading this tribute to Bob, and join us in thanking him for his service and celebrating his accomplishments. Cheers!
DREW R. DAVIS
Editor, Herpetological Review
The University of Texas Rio Grande Valley
JACKSON D. SHEDD
Reno, Nevada, USA
EMILY N. TAYLOR
California Polytechnic State University
CHRIS R. FELDMAN
University of Nevada, Reno
25 July 2022 (updated 1 September 2022)
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A Short Verse in Appreciation of Robert W. Hansen,
Editor (Emeritus), Herpetological Review
Tonight we honor Bob Hansen, accomplished editor and dear friend
As we acknowledge his Herp Review tenure has reached its end
Through Bob’s vision Herp Review has achieved an exalted status today
As a respected journal, valued news source, and herpetological mainstay
In its early days Herp Review was little more than a newsletter
But Editor Hansen and his team envisaged a journal far better
The core: short notes like descriptions of the sex lives of snakes
And herp range extensions from far-flung mountains and lakes
But as the content broadened and the readership expanded
Bob pressed Herp Review further, but not just single handed
He recruited new contributors, photographers, and editors
Leaving similar journals in the dust as hopeful competitors
Over time we ditched the staples, added binding, and more pages
And with donor help filled HR with color photos and other changes
Now ornamented with stunning covers of newts, toads, and serpents
Adding elements like historical perspectives and topics most current
With each issue an idea fount for developing new investigations
All based on preliminary data or even anecdotal observations
And known for its nurturing of first-time authors, mostly students
As well as supporting our international colleagues less than fluent
Through controversies and “prickly” authors Bob retained his composure
Although having us AEs make publication decisions reduced his exposure
In sum, following more than 25 years at the helm of Herp Review
Bob and team HR have effectively reconstituted the journal anew
To say this was his life’s calling is probably an understatement
As herpetology and editing seem more a form of entertainment
Bob’s influence in herpetology has been nothing short of distinguished
Your HR family will miss your leadership and devotion now relinquished
So we thank you dear Bob, for your many years of loyal service
And we welcome Drew aboard—thanks, and no need to be nervous
Although Bob’s reign at Herp Review was long enduring
The call of fieldwork and photography is now more alluring
So enjoy this well-deserved retirement from SSAR service
We can think of no one who more sincerely deserves this

ROBERT E. ESPINOZA
Department of Biology, California State University, Northridge,
Northridge, California 91330-8303, USA
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ARTICLES
The Man, The Myth, The Legend: Personal Reflections
to Celebrate Bob Hansen

JACKSON D. SHEDD
Reno, Nevada USA

digital (and hardcopy) herpetological library, archiving as many
herp publications related to California or other specific regional
or taxonomic interests as I could find available via JSTOR, the
university library, and other usual outlets. Often Bob would have
what I needed if I could not find it myself and would happily
send a PDF copy if available. Before long, Bob would forward
newly published “hot off the press” papers to me on a regular
basis, whether focused on California endemic species conservation or the latest phylogenetic work completed on a given group
of Mexican endemic Sceloporus. While the sharing of recently
published papers continues today, even now when I send one
his way, 99% of the time he already has it.
In 2009 Bob brought me on as a section editor for Herpetological Review. Enough time and correspondence had passed
at this point that my having a reasonable grasp on grammar
and spelling was apparent to Bob, as well as a keen interest in
lizards and knowledge of the (Western Hemisphere) literature.
A spot had opened up for editorial duties fielding submissions
for Natural History Notes involving lizards, crocodilians, and
Sphenodon. I volunteered countless hours to this position for
five years before shifting to my current role as Herpetological
Art & Illustration Coordinator, all of which has provided some
incredible perspective as to how much of Bob’s time has been
invested in and dedicated to this journal over the course of
three full decades!
PHOTO BY J. D. SHEDD

I first met Bob in 2006 when he ventured north to meet me in
my hometown of Chico, California after some online correspondence and a couple of phone conversations. I had offered to play
tour guide and show him a region within Butte County where the
southern Cascades merge with the northern Sierra Nevada. The
herp targets were such taxa as Southern Long-toed Salamander
(Ambystoma macrodactylum sigillatum) and Sierra Gartersnake
(Thamnophis couchii). These targets were to be photographed, a
common trend among amateur field herpers and herpetologists,
as well as authors working on herpetological books. Between
Bob, myself, and two other field herpers Bob had brought along
with him that day, Brad Alexander and David Tobler, we collectively happened to be all of the above. I have since gotten to
know these fellow herp enthusiasts better, but that day we were
essentially strangers caravanning eastward into the foothills. My
Toyota pickup made it about five miles out of town up the highway before breaking down—I think I blew a head gasket, or it
might have been a spark plug issue. I don’t recall. In any event, I
hopped in the other vehicle, and we continued on.
After finding our targets, it was time to record them by taking photos that afternoon. I had been using a digital “point-andshoot” camera to photo herpetofauna in the field for a little over
a year at this point. This day was an immersion into field herp
photography with new tips and tricks, flash diffusion, and skills
that I had not yet attained with some guys who had been doing
this for quite a bit longer than myself, especially Bob. I distinctly
remember this being the day that I learned if you wish to lift the
photo subject’s head up off the substrate for a more “alert” pose,
a stick is far more effective than using your finger or hand accompanied by a hominid scent. Game changer! One of Brad’s
photos from this day of a bright green Sierra Alligator Lizard
(Elgaria coerulea palmeri) ended up in Jones and Lovich (2009),
a Southern Long-toed Salamander photo by Bob from this day
was used to depict this taxon in Thomson et al. (2016), and a less
than satisfactory example of my early photography from this day
is represented by a Sierra Gartersnake (Thamnophis couchii) on
www.californiaherps.com.
After getting to know Bob a bit more in my mid-20’s, it became clear to me that he did not mind regularly corresponding
(read: open to being pestered with literature inquiries via email). Nor did he mind chatting all things herpetology, especially
if it had to do with California. In grad school I began building a

Fig. 1. Bob photographing a Sierra Gartersnake (Thamnophis couchii)
in Butte County, California in June 2006.
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Fig. 2. Field-mode Bob at Grasshopper Flat, Siskiyou County, California with GPS and camera at the ready in July 2014.

Fig. 3. Bob with a beaded lizard (Heloderma) in Alamos, Sonora, Mexico in August 2015.

Bob is known to some as an authority on the herpetofauna of
the Sierra Nevada, but he is also quite knowledgeable about the
other fauna, as well as flora, of this mountain range. A walking
encyclopedia of sorts, Bob cannot only tell you a little something
about that plant over there or the biogeographical explanation of
this salamander’s relationship with a given region here, but he also
carries with him a cerebral rolodex of American herpetologists.
He often can tell you what university they’re affiliated with, what
taxon was studied while earning their M.S. or Ph.D., and can rattle
of their respective grad students like a consummate Crotalus as
well. Among Bob’s other talents are those associated with food
consumption; Bob is the only person I know who had a meal in

Fig. 4. Bob looking for amphibian photo subjects in Washoe County,
Nevada in June 2016.

the United States before getting sick from said meal in Mexico! In
2015 we made a trip to Alamos, Sonora. It had been a few decades
since Bob had been to that part of Mexico and he was excited to
revisit the tropical deciduous forest to look for Rio Fuerte Beaded
Lizards (Heloderma exasperatum) and various snakes such as
Mexican Cantil (Agkistrodon bilineatus), West Mexican Milksnake
(Lampropeltis polyzona), Pacific Coast Parrot Snake (Leptophis
diplotropis), Mexican Short-tailed Snake (Sympholis lippiens), and
so on. Personally, I was primarily after seeing and photographing
only one species: the Black Banded Gecko (Coleonyx fasciatus;
not successful on this trip to Sonora). Before driving south out
of Nogales in Arizona, we stopped and had a burger. If memory
serves, we both ordered the same burger on the menu, save for
the avocado Bob had added to his. Unfortunately, he had a long
night in our hotel room at El Pedregal in Alamos and was out of
commission for the first night of herping on the trip. DO visit El
Pedregal in Alamos. DO NOT add avocado to your burger before
crossing the border heading south on a herp trip.
Herpetologically speaking, Bob is first and foremost a snake
and salamander guy, whereas I have been a lizard guy since falling
in love with geckos at the age of six. As such, some time would pass
before the two of us actually collaborated on anything as coauthors
with the goal of publication. It has been fun and enlightening to
work on a few things here and there, including some longer-term
data collection in progress. During the COVID-19 pandemic in
late 2020 or early 2021, Bob and I began collaborating on a new
project. I think this current project we are working on together
will be an appealing and attractive contribution to the literature;
I’m sure Bob would agree that we are both very eager and excited
to share it with the world! And with that, I will end this here in
order to get back to that very project—I know Bob would prefer
me placing my attention on it in order to meet our goal!
Literature Cited
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Why Robert W. Hansen, Emeritus Editor of Herpetological
Review, Should Receive the First Nobel Prize in Herpetology
Two backstories to the bold claim in my title go way
back. First, I joined the Ohio Herpetological Society as an
undergraduate in the mid-1960s and marveled as it become
the Society for the Study of Amphibians and Reptiles (SSAR)
in 1967—a transformation that immediately included SSAR’s
publication of the first issue of Herpetological Review (HR).
Second, soon after moving to California in 1978, I met Robert
Hansen when he visited the Museum of Vertebrate Zoology to
talk salamanders with Robert Stebbins and David Wake. In 1981,
with Roy McDiarmid, we traveled by car from Berkeley to a herp
meeting in Corvallis, Oregon, which afforded the chance for
dozens of hours of conversation about all things herpetological.
Since then, I’ve had countless encounters with this remarkable
man, in person and through correspondence, about diverse topics,
and never failed to gain from his labors and insights. Thanks to
Bob’s editorship, HR is now my favorite scientific periodical, the
only one which I still insist on receiving as hard copy and savoring
as soon as each new issue arrives.
That inaugural issue of HR included this from editor Corson
Jay Hirschfeld: “Herpetological Review incorporates the Ohio
Herpetological Society Newsletter. Its primary function, as the
name states, will be to review herpetology, past and present,
in terms of the individuals, institutions, literature and other
components of the field. Perhaps equally important, the Review
will provide a unique means of communication among persons
interested in amphibians and reptiles. We believe it will be of
interest to both the amateur and professional and we hope all
members will find it informative and entertaining. Future issues
will contain, in addition to the type of material in this first number,
letters from members and commercial advertising. We anticipate
articles on history, biography, and the status of herpetology in
various countries. Other features will be added as indicated by
your interest.” The contents of HR 1(1) included Society Life,
Contributing, and Sustaining members, Treasurer’s Report,
Titles and Selected Abstracts of Papers Presented at the First
Herpetological Conference of the USSR, News from Institutional
Members, Member Ads, The Literature, a book review of “Natural
History of Cottonmouth Moccasin, Agkistrodon piscivorus
(Reptilia)”, and Recent Titles. That entire issue of HR was 14 pages
long and retained the overall look of a newsletter.
Hirschfield’s preamble was prescient, such that Bob’s
innovations could build on the original model in spectacular
fashion—indeed, the founding vision was explicitly open-ended,
but even so, beginning in 1991, Hansen took HR to heights I
dare say no one imagined. Within four years he revolutionized
the format, most dramatically with consistently stunning color
covers. Over time some things were eliminated, like classified
ads; many new aspects were incorporated, including topics that
were inconceivable in 1967. The latest issue, now subtitled Official
HARRY W. GREENE
Biodiversity Center and Department of Integrative Biology,
University of Texas at Austin, Austin Texas, USA; Museum of Vertebrates
and Department of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology, Cornell
University, Ithaca New York 14853, USA; P.O. Box 178,
Pontotoc, Texas 76869, USA; e-mail: harry.greene@austin.utexas.edu

Bulletin of the Society for the Study of Amphibians and Reptiles,
runs to almost 200 pages; its contents are summarized under the
headings Articles, Amphibian and Reptile Diseases, Nomenclature,
Herpetological History, Herpetoculture, Geographic Distribution,
Herpetocultural Notes, Geographic Distribution Notes, Natural
History Notes, Book Reviews, Zoo View, Art in Herpetology, About
our cover, SSAR Business, Newsnotes, Meetings, Obituaries, and
Current Research.
More than any of us could have imagined at its inception,
HR now delivers an attractive, quarterly, truly comprehensive
review of herpetology. From issue to issue one literally can watch
the growth of knowledge about where herps are found and what
they do, note by note. One can stay generally current with what’s
happening, what’s controversial, and so forth in our discipline.
And I dare say as we peruse the contents and thumb through the
pages, academics have learned more than they otherwise would
have about those in other sectors who care about and work with
herps, and vice versa. As Hirschfield had predicted, thanks to Bob
Hansen’s inspiring, dedicated editorship HR appeals across the
breadth of herpetology, encompassing not only academics but
also agency folks, zoo people, and amateurs of various stripes.
What kind of person made happen this amazing phenomenon
that is HR today? The Bob Hansen I know is genuinely thoughtful,
generous, and perceptive—just the traits one cherishes in a friend.
Anything but a braggart, Bob leads by example, in a somewhat
quiet, self-confident manner. Professionally he’s a scholar, with an
amazingly broad and deep knowledge of herpetology, as well as an
astonishing grasp of the natural history of western North America
more generally. He’s the author of important peer-reviewed
literature (my personal favorite being his recent systematic
revision, with Gerry Salmon, of the Lampropeltis mexicana
complex). He’s an exceptionally talented photographer and a fine
writer. He’s a helluva good guy. And if one only knew Bob through
HR and meetings, it might not be obvious that he’s had a rich
career in public education. I consider it a personal treasure to
have known him for more than four decades.
Of course, the field of contenders for a first Nobel Prize in
Herpetology is immense. Stretching back into history, among
my all-time favorites is Joan Proctor of the London Zoo, author
of such classics as a developmental-evolutionary study of the
Pancake Tortoise. Certainly, Henry Fitch and Carl Gans deserve
consideration as fathers of snake biology; Howard Reinert and
David Cundall merit consideration for discovering a feasible
implantation technique for snake telemetry. Karen Lipps, Joe
Mendelson, and David Wake might share the Prize for their roles
in conserving amphibians. Robin Andrews for foraging ecology
and life history evolution, Marvalee Wake for her devotion to
a previously obscure group of amphibians and phenomenal
leadership skills, Marty Crump for herpetological literature…
on and on, but with boundless admiration for the remarkable
contributions of those folks, I’m saving this first nomination for
Robert W. Hansen. During his 30-year tenure as editor of HR, Bob
may well have done more than any other single person else to
unify, diversify, and energize herpetology.
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Thank the Great Lizard it’s not an Obituary!
It’s hard to know where to begin a tribute to Bob Hansen.
For the last 8 years, I have served as Book Review editor
for Herpetological Review (HR). Bob is keenly interested in
herpetological literature and was always ready with suggestions
for new books that he thought would be good to review. He
even occasionally took it on himself to write a “Publications
Received” notice. Bob was exceedingly patient with last minute
editorial changes (e.g., “Uh, Bob, the author of the review on
the Amphibians and Reptiles of Lower Illinois wants to change
three words in the next to last sentence of the third paragraph,
right after ‘this was a really crappy book.’ I realize the deadline
was three weeks ago, but can it be fixed? Apparently one of the
authors is on her tenure committee.”). Somehow the changes
got done. HR became a superb publication under Bob’s
leadership, a journal we all look forward to and has contributed
largely to making SSAR a truly international society. HR is not
just about facts or opinions (lots of them, though), but about
people—who they are or were, what they are doing, their
accomplishments and achievements. And that is because Bob
is interested in the people of herpetology and their legacy.
Bob’s legacy is this journal—there is no picking it up without

our brain files popping open with the name Hansen. Of course,
Bob’s activities are far from over, as he pursues field trips and
preparing his book on the California herpetofauna. We look
forward to seeing him at future meetings or in e-mail exchanges
for a long time, and hope that he finally can get some rest and
relaxation in the beautiful West. A Blackfoot Nation saying
goes: “What is life? It is the flash of a firefly in the night. It is
the breath of a buffalo in the wintertime. It is the little shadow
which runs across the grass and loses itself in the sunset.” And,
importantly, life is knowing and interacting with guys like Bob
Hansen. A little-known fact: Bob is a founding and charter
member of the WGC, an organization devoted to recognizing
admiration for past colleagues and their significant others. I’ll
let Bob explain that at the social at the JMIH in Spokane when
Aaron Bauer, myself, and a few others are not around!

KEN DODD
Gainesville, Florida, USA

Fig. 2. Bob receiving the SSAR Presidential Award for Lifetime
Achievement in Herpetology from Aaron Bauer, JMIH 2015, University of Kansas.

Fig. 3. Bob and Dave Wake, JMIH 2015, University of Kansas.

Fig. 1. Bob at the banquet with auctioneer Joe Mendelson in the
background, JMIH 2015, University of Kansas.
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Bob Hansen: Herpetologist Extraordinaire
My life has been enriched by knowing Bob. Every time I interact
with him, I come away with a new perspective on herpetology, or
a new idea of something to target. Bob is always there to lend
a patient ear and hear out any wild herp theories I may have,
either fueling or totally shutting them down, depending on how
far out they are! He must have seen something in the pimplefaced 16-year-old I was when we met, because he went out of his
way to get into contact with me and talk herps. The rest is history!
I could never forget the time I found my first California
Mountain Kingsnake. We were doing a long-term road cruising
survey in the eastern Sierra Nevada back in June 2019 and had
time to kill during the day, so we drove up to the Kern Plateau
to look for snakes. Bob regaled me with herp tales from decades
past and sage advice on finding certain species, the most relevant
of which was that mountain kingsnakes can be found on warm,
overcast summer afternoons. Seeing as it was a warm, overcast
summer afternoon, we headed to an outcrop where he’d seen
them in the past. Not thirty seconds out of the car we walked
around a rock and I heard Bob say “Look!” as he pointed towards
a huge zonata basking in front of the outcrop. I was too stunned
to move and as it began to crawl away Bob got the grab on it!
It was a huge gravid female that gave his gloved fingers a few
good chomps. I have seen many species in the field with Bob,
including more mountain kingsnakes, but this day will always
stand out to me as a formative herp experience.
Being fairly new to herping when I met Bob I didn’t know
if any of my finds were of note. Thankfully, I had the editor of
Herpetological Review right there to go to with questions, or to
help write a note that needed publishing. I’ve always loved herps
and being in the field, but I do believe that Bob gave me the
motivation to actually pursue it as a career instead of a hobby,
and to go above and beyond and publish interesting things that I
found just herping around on my own time.
Bob is an absolute wealth of knowledge. He can recall
seemingly any herp fact or person even tangentially related to
some interesting behavior or distribution record that he heard
about at some point. Seriously, give him a minute and he can
tell you the name, hometown, and occupation of the person who
NOAH MORALES
Arcata, California, USA

Hansen Haiku by Emily Taylor
Amphibian friend
A gentleman herper
Thank you, Bob Hansen

Fig. 1. A satisfied Bob with his quarry: a large Lampropeltis zonata
from the southern Sierra Nevada.

found X species at Y location in the 1950s, and how the species
has never been seen there since. And his stories, don’t even get
me started! He has a lifetime’s worth of incredible stories from
his trips to Mexico, the Southwest, and back home in California,
discovering and describing new species! The field of herpetology
would not be the same without Bob Hansen around, and his
legacy will carry on for a long, long time. I can only dream of being
a herpetologist as great as he is. Someone name a Batrachoseps
after this guy already!

Ode to Bob Hansen by Carol Spencer
I’m a Herp-collecting kind of fella
I like to catch Batrachoseps and Anniella
My favorite herps don’t have much in the way of legs
But I’ll stop if there’s some beer kegs
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In 1996, my professional relationship with Bob Hansen
began in earnest as he asked me to become an Associate Editor for Herpetological Review. Having reviewed papers for him
before this, I wonder how he knew I might work out as part of
his team? He patiently taught me the editorial angle of journal
submissions, which I am sure helped my own productivity as an
unanticipated side effect, as well as aiding my herpetological social network of colleagues which grew with the coauthors and
reviewers of each submission. I initially took on an assortment
of amphibian methods and ecology articles, then in 2007, our alliance took a new turn as he enthusiastically agreed to my suggestion to establish a new herpetofaunal disease section in HR. I
remember his reply e-mail to me, coming fast with no hesitation:
“yes, let’s do it!”
My initial aim with the HR diseases section was to accommodate the growing need for peer-reviewed reports of amphibian
chytrid fungus (Batchrachochytrium dendrobatidis, Bd) detections from field sites around the world. I had compiled a map of
Bd detections and no detections for a presentation at the First
International Conference on Bd in November 2007, and it was
woefully apparent that although many reports included valuable occurrence information, they were only locally known and
had not been formally reviewed or published. Raising the bar
on the scientific integrity and availability of those data for this
pathogen tied to an emerging infectious disease which spanned
several amphibian taxa across continents seemed of paramount
importance. A rapid review for occurrence data could be easily
accommodated and would help scientists and managers with
local decisions for amphibian conservation, if needed. In this
new role, Bob became both my mentor and partner as together
we navigated the parameters of this new HR section through a
series of phases, such as: accommodation of a growing suite of
both microparasites and pathogens; and standardized phrasing
when disease studies warranted publication yet included uncertainties. Additional Associate Editors have helped immensely as
this work grew, and I saw Bob’s deft hand at finessed mentoring secondhand as I observed him teach four other disease AEs
the ropes. As of 2022, there have been >200 disease articles by
>600 authors and coauthors on 10 disease-causing agents in >40
countries. Together, I believe Bob and I have helped to establish a new subdiscipline of herpetological disease ecology. Over
30,000 Bd data records have been compiled globally across all
sources (Olson et al. 2021), with HR articles being a well-known
outlet for these studies. Some more significant contributions and
syntheses have helped to frame the ecological × epidemiological intersection, for example pathogen case studies and reviews
(B. salamandrivorans chytridiomycosis: White et al. 2016; snake
ophidiomycosis: Baker et al. 2018; Haynes and Allender 2021)
and pathogen biosecurity approaches (Gray et al. 2017; Julian et
al. 2020; Olson 2021; Haman et al. 2021).
I would like to thank Bob for his infectious passion for amphibians and reptiles, for his dedication to HR leadership, his collegiality and mentoring, and our friendship over 26+ years grown
from all three. Despite our years of online communication, I
DEDE OLSON
U.S. Department of Agriculture, Pacific Northwest Research Station,
Corvallis, Oregon 97331, USA; e-mail: deanna.olson@usda.gov
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Bob Hansen: Leader, Mentor, Colleague, Friend

Fig. 1. Oregon Slender Salamanders (Batrachoseps wrighti) with eggs
in down wood in a moist coniferous forest of the western Oregon
Cascade Range.

remember him most readily from an outing a couple of years ago
to photograph the elusive Oregon endemic plethodontid, the Oregon Slender Salamander Batrachoseps wrighti (Fig. 1), followed
by his evening talk with the Oregon State University Herpetology
Club in Corvallis, with pizza. Bob was adept at blending work,
teaching, and camaraderie. I am still learning this juggle as I reflect on his good works now. Thanks Bob!
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Commemorating Robert W. Hansen and Taking
the Reins of Herpetological Review

DREW R. DAVIS
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Austin, Texas 78758, USA;
e-mail: drew.davis@utrgv.edu

praise from both SSAR and the international herpetological
community.
How does one follow in the footsteps of Bob Hansen and
all his accomplishments? This is a question I pondered when
Bob asked me to replace him as the future editor of HR. It is
clear that this task is next to impossible to do. It’s like seeing
a phenomenal performance and then expressing pity on the
person that has to follow their act. Given the current stunning
visual appeal and high-quality content published in HR, all
attributable to Bob’s time as the editor, the position of trying to
improve the journal is untenable. It is challenging to improve a
journal that already stands out from all others.
While others have shared memorable experiences of Bob
the field herper, I have never had the pleasure of spending
time with Bob in the field. Bob manifests an abundance of
knowledge on the natural history of western amphibians and
reptiles, herpetological history, and literature, and as a result,
he has become a pillar in the community. I hope to one day
walk a rock cut with Bob in west Texas, donned in our reflective
vests, and finally find my lifer Lampropeltis alterna, as he shares
his wealth of knowledge on this species. So far, my interactions
have almost solely been with Bob the editor. I worked with Bob
on HR for 8 years before taking on his mantle. Over this time
Bob has shared advice on numerous logistical and procedural
tasks related to the production of HR. Working with him
helped shape the way I carry out my own editorial duties and
influenced my main goal for the journal: to maintain the appeal
and renown that HR has achieved under Bob’s leadership.
Though he taught me much about editing and style over
this time, I am still learning in this position and occasionally
find myself with questions or situations that are new to me,
all of which Bob has been happy to answer. Though he is
enjoying his well-deserved retirement, spending time chasing
and photographing amphibians and reptiles where he can,
I am truly honored that Bob chose me as his successor at HR
and to have had the privilege of Bob’s mentorship. Though this
is a personal essay, it is clear that Bob has made significant,
meaningful, long-lasting contributions to numerous other
individuals, both within and outside his role as HR editor,
and also to SSAR and the herpetological community at large.
Congratulations on a truly amazing 30-year tenure at the helm!
PHOTO BY ROBERT GOODMAN

Any long-time reader of Herpetological Review has seen
the remarkable changes of this journal over the past three
decades under the editorship of Robert W. Hansen. For younger
members, including myself, the current look and feel of HR
makes it hard to imagine that the journal existed in a much
different format previously, and as a result, the numerous
contributions of Bob might be overlooked. However, a simple
examination of past issues of HR (all freely posted online)
provides the needed evidence. This transformation heralded by
Bob has helped make HR the “crown jewel” of SSAR (as others
have stated, and I whole-heartedly agree with).
I joined SSAR as an undergraduate student at The University
of Texas at Austin in 2007 at the encouragement of mentors
citing the importance of society membership and access to
two quarterly journals, one being HR. I would eagerly await my
physical copy of HR and was excited to see what fascinating
photo graced the cover and what unique aspect of species’
natural history was detailed within. Though I did not personally
know Bob at that time, his time as editor of HR helped shape me
as a budding herpetologist and young scientist. I still remember
receiving the first issue in 2011 (Volume 42[1]), featuring a new
layout, full color throughout, and new sections. These changes
put in place by Bob further cemented my love of HR as it likely
did for so many others.
I first met Bob (through e-mail) after I was recommended
as a HR Copy Editor by Cameron Siler following the 2013 JMIH
Meeting in Albuquerque, New Mexico. I began reviewing
portions of each issue prior to printing and looking for
formatting and grammatical errors. I consider myself detail
oriented, and I enjoyed the opportunity to proof these sections
and the ability to make contributions that hopefully improved
each issue. As time went on, I raised concerns with Bob about
issues with trying to edit notes so late in the production
timeline (usually a week or so before an issue was finalized). I
still remember Bob responding with a cautionary e-mail along
the lines of “be careful with what questions you ask, as you’ll
end up being the next editor!”
Little did I know that Bob’s cautionary words were going to
come true. My involvement with HR continued in this scope
for several years until 2019 when Bob asked me to become the
Managing Editor, a position that had been unfilled since 2007.
A little over a year after accepting this position, Bob sent me an
e-mail wanting to schedule a call, and in June 2020, Bob told me
he was going to step down in a year (June 2021) and formally
asked me to replace him as editor. Serving as editor for 30 years
(120 issues!) and overseeing the transformation of HR into
the society’s crown jewel was no trivial feat, and Bob deserves

Bob Hansen doing what he does best, Eastern Slope Sierra Nevada,
June 2014.
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Description of an Extraordinary New Species of
Herpetologist From the Foothills of the Sierra Nevada
in California, Known From Only a Single Exemplar
Species Description
Herpetologus extraordinarius sp. nov.
Suggested common name: Bob Hansen Figures 1–2
Holotype.—RWH001, an adult male from Hansen Ranch, 0.7
map mi. SE of jct of Hwy 168 and Sample Rd., Fresno Co., California,
USA. 36.89650, -119.51178; elev. 234 m. Last seen by the describer
on May 7, 2022. Although this individual is no longer providing parental care to juveniles and has retired from 30+ years of dedicated
service as editor of Herpetological Review, as well as a full teaching
career in which it attained the rank of middle school principal, it
is anticipated that many future contributions of the holotype to
the herpetological community will greatly outweigh the value of a
preserved specimen in this case. As only a single individual of this
species has ever been observed, it is thus necessary to designate this
living specimen as the holotype.
Paratypes.—None.
Referred Specimens.—None
Diagnosis. Distinguished from all other members of the genus
Herpetologus by its depth and breadth of knowledge of the herps
of California, especially those of the Sierra Nevada, unsurpassed
proofreading abilities, high degree of photographic craftsmanship,
and ability to spot and foster talent in those who are not (yet) on
the track of becoming a professional herpetologist. Distinguished
from all but five other species in the genus by an inordinate fondness for the salamander genus Batrachoseps. Further distinguished
from most other species in the genus by the lack of a PhD in zoology (or related field), illustrating the shortsightedness of a graduate
program that will remain nameless.
Description.—Posture is upright, rather than sprawling; tail
absent; tongue protrusion limited, making the tongue useless in
sensing the world or obtaining prey; head usually unadorned by the
keratinous projections found in many members of the genus; skin
devoid of scales and granular glands; skin somewhat wrinkled, especially around the eyes; impish smile reveals strikingly heterodont
dentition. Like many other members of the genus, this species
seems willing to go almost anywhere to find interesting specimens
in the field and to perform hard physical labor for many hours with
limited rewards. Other notable traits include extreme bibliophilia,
an excellent memory for both people and herps, unbelievably
speedy responses to electronic messages, well developed interpersonal skill, and an exceptional ability to connect people with shared
interests.
Measurement of Holotype (in mm).—Head length 257; maximum head circumference 617; medial rim of orbit to chin 122;
horizontal orbital diameter 37; interorbital distance 25; chin to
forelimb insertion 226; distance separating external nares 7; nose
projection beyond chin 27; height (including legs, given bipedal
habit) 1828; tail length 0 mm; forelimb length 739; hind limb length
ELIZABETH L. JOCKUSCH
Department of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology,
University of Connecticut, 75 N Eagleville Road, Storrs,
Connecticut 02629, USA; e-mail: elizabeth.jockusch@uconn.edu

1154; maximum width of right palm 91; maximum width of right
foot 125; length of right hand 192; length of right foot 277; length
of third finger 93; fingers in descending order of length: 3-2-4-5-1;
body width at armpits 391. There are 4 premaxillary, 10 maxillary,
and 14 dentary teeth; there are no teeth on the roof of the mouth.
No external costal grooves are visible. [NOTE: as the holotype was
not available for measurement, these values represent reasonable
estimates based on the laws of scaling.]
Coloration of the Holotype (in life).—Facial skin pale, without
distinctive markings; eye color unknown. Always covered in protective armor of blue jeans, long-sleeved shirt that varies in color,
baseball cap with a flap covering the sides and back neck, and heavy
boots; usually further protected by gloves and dark sunglasses, so
other coloration data are not available.
Habitat and Distribution.—Herpetologus extraordinarius appears to be a habitat generalist and can be found in a wide array of
habitats, including chaparral, desert scrub, oak woodland, and coniferous forest. Elevational range is 0 m – 3000 m. The only feature
shared by all habitats is the presence of at least one species of amphibian or reptile. During the day, this species has been observed
to range widely across the state of California; it can occasionally be
found out of state and even out of the country. Although the species is not tracked (other than by Google), some estimate of how it
spends its time comes from the 1000+ specimens it has collected
across a 45-year period and deposited at the Museum of Vertebrate
Zoology (Fig. 2). These reveal that field activity is concentrated in
the southern Sierra Nevada. Sampling is especially dense within the
range of Batrachoseps robustus on the Kern Plateau, and B. relictus,
B. simatus, and B. bramei in the Kern River Canyon. At earlier life
stages, more time was also spent in the Coast Ranges. Not revealed
by these data is the very large number of nights spent driving up
and down Ninemile Canyon Rd., which has resulted in an expansive, long-running observational dataset on snake movement.
Most evenings, this species retreats to a herpetological lair, hidden within an adobe-style house in a blue oak woodland, where
spadefoot toads can be heard calling at night. The house is protected by four very sweet guard dogs, whose barks are definitely
worse than their bites. The herpetological lair is shared with ca. 100
kingsnakes (genus Lampropeltis), ca. 6 rattlesnakes (genus Crotalus), and a wine refrigerator occupied by a motley assortment of
salamanders (often genus Batrachoseps), including some destined
to become snake food. Other features of this nocturnal habitat include thousands of volumes about herpetology and a state-of-the
art photography system.
Etymology.—Herpetologus, from the Greek root herpeton,
meaning creeping thing; extraordinarius, from the Latin word extraordinarius meaning out of the common order. Named in honor
of the extraordinary contributions of the type of this species, Bob
Hansen, to herpetology, including as an indefatigable field explorer,
as a mentor, especially to young people interested in herpetology,
and as the hub connecting seemingly all of the spokes in the California herpetological community. (Note: ‘extraordinarius’ is to be
understood as exceptional, rather than out of order or irregular.).
Natural History.—A characteristic of this species is to declare
habitat “juicy.” In juicy habitat, this species is observed to be a ha-
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Fig. 1. Photographs of the holotype (in life) in (left) Inyo County (left) and Fresno County (right), California, USA.

pronged device which it uses to turn over rocks and logs and harvest what is found beneath them. Observations it makes out in the
field are frequently reported in the form of natural history notes.
Although this species’ focus is almost always on the herpetological
task at hand, it has been known to get distracted by the desire to
photograph exceptional landscapes. At the end of a strenuous day
of field work, this species has been observed to consume the following: a strong IPA, a tasty green salad with fruit and onions, some
perfectly roasted meat, and a glass or two of fine red wine.
Reproductive patterns appear to be typical of those of close relatives. Given the rarity or lack of conspecifics, it is not surprising that
the descendants, of which there are two known, are hybrids. They
have both found success in the world; however, neither appears to
have inherited the tendency towards herpetological obsession.
Although the absence of a tail would seem to be a major handicap when attacked by enemies, no alternative defensive features
or behaviors have been observed. Instead, this species appears to
defend itself via the unusual (but for it highly successful) strategy of
always making friends, and never making enemies.
One noted characteristic unrelated to herpetology is the species’
apparent loyalty to the San Francisco Giants, which is evidenced by
a large collection of bobblehead dolls.
Comments.—I had the immense good fortune to encounter this
species for the first time on May 2, 1995, when I was a graduate student,. The meeting was prearranged by David Wake, who joined the
trip. We spent an unpleasantly windy night camping together in the
lower Kern River Canyon. The next day, we headed up to the Kern
Plateau, where this species introduced me to my first Batrachoseps
robustus Wake, Yanev and Hansen 2002 (then still known as B. sp.),
on which it was, and remains, the world’s expert. Since then, this
species has become a good friend and valued collaborator which
has shared its slender salamander acumen with me in many other
ways. The extremely gracious hospitality of this species, together
with wife Kim, has enlivened many a California field trip. The ‘ripe’
condition of herpetologists arriving fresh from the field is not remarked upon, although they are directed to the shower and laundry
before being offered a cold beer. I am eagerly anticipating our next
planned field adventure, to Baja California.
Special contributions include collecting many difficult-to-get
specimens, convincing others that Batrachoseps is worthy of further exploration, repeated field trips to Calaveras County, despite
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Fig. 2. Distribution of the 1040 voucher specimens collected by the
holotype and accessioned in the Museum of Vertebrate Zoology, University of California, Berkeley; inset shows sampling around the Kern
River Canyon.

completion several works that had very extended gestations. For
example, it humored the very long path from its belief that it had
rediscovered B. relictus (in 1979) through many twists and turns
(e.g., B. sp. nov. “breckenridgensis”) to my eventual realization that
it was right that it had rediscovered B. relictus and that what needed
describing was B. altasierrae Jockusch, Hansen, Martínez-Solano,
and Wake 2012.
Because this species has been found guilty of committing multiple taxonomic acts, caution is advised when handling it, despite
its enticing herpetological storytelling ability.

ARTICLES

12

On the Sphincter-Faced Caecilians: Taylor had them
Backwards
Using techniques from Anatomical Investigation (AI) to test parameters of Anatomical Ambiguity (AA) in the frequently misunderstood clade Gymnophiona, it is here evidenced that the taxonomic
predecessors in our field were anisotropically challenged in the face
of the enigma presented by the appearance of a most unorthodox
vertebrate morphology thought to characterize all living caecilians.
Perusal of the literature has led to a profound, if simple, reversal of
all considerations regarding the group. I present a new next-generation modelling software, “Flip ‘n’ Align” (F’n A), as computational
rectifier of graphical errors. Readers should be warned that the following pages contain graphical evidence of poor copyediting. Using F’n A technology, I here rectify a foundational error unwittingly
published by E. H. Taylor (1968). This error shall be known as Taylor’s Editorial Folly (TEF), and it has misled a generation of herpetologists and sunk many otherwise fine careers.
An egregious comedy of errors has recently come to light that
are certain to cause a drastic reach-around in all manners of our
profession. Recent AI elucidations on the evident AA in the enigmatic caecilians have far-reaching implications on caecilian evolution and taxonomy that will unleash far-breaking winds of change
upon all herpetologists. The new paradigm shall require all investigators of caecilian biology to flip them over and reconsider their
endeavors. Our esteemed colleague E. H. Taylor evidently was afield
when proofs of his seminal monograph (Taylor 1968) arrived at The
University of Kansas. Printed without the attentions of a copyeditor, a basic graphical error was committed that has contributed to
a fundamentally flawed impression of the anatomy of caecilians for
the ensuing decades. A typesetter evidently inverted one of Taylor’s
intended figures, disorienting the viewer into thinking that caecilians are sphincter-faced creatures with large vents featuring an
impressively complex anatomy. Application of F’n A algorithms has
reoriented caecilians (Fig. 1) for the modern herpetologist.
The downwind influence of Taylor’s (1968) magnificent monograph has been substantial, so the pervasive influence of TEF has
ensued at a comparable scale. Simply put, every publication on any
aspect of caecilians biology since 1968 is anatomically unfounded
and should be retracted. Duellman and Trueb (1994) must be completely revised. Anatomical realizations must be considered and incorporated into future considerations of amphibian biology. For example, ingestion of prey through a sphincter-endowed mouth has
never been properly reconciled—nor even actually documented. I
posit here that the phenomenon does not exist. The mystery of welldocumented cloacal ingestion, and indeed the existence of seemingly functionless cloacal teeth (e.g., Mendelson 2012), can now be
explained. Retrograde locomotion in caecilians, long thought to be
unique among Tetrapoda, is now known not to exist.
In light of these new realizations, the perfect pairing of the team
of M. Wake and D. B. Wake (in press) has revisited the purported ballistic tongue in caecilians. Unlike salamanders, they have shown
that no caecilian in fact has a ballistic tongue. The protrusible structure misinterpreted by all investigators since 1968 is, in fact, a protrusible copulatory organ. This discovery handily dismisses the frequently cited, but never documented, scenario in which unwitting
JOSEPH R. MENDELSON III
Zoo Atlanta, Atlanta, Georgia 30315, USA

Fig. 1. A) Reproduction of Taylor (1940, fig. 1) showing the essential
bauplan of a caecilian; B) digital modification of Taylor’s graphical
device, created using next-generation modelling software Flip ‘n’
Align, indicating new evidence presented here regarding the actual
location of the cranial and not-cranial somatic poles.

Fig. 2. This is not a tongue projection in a caecilian; it’s just
happy to see you. We suggest you Flip ‘n’ Align (F‘n A) the specimen and reconsider your bearings. Modified from Duellman
and Trueb (1994) and reprinted from Wake and Wake (in press).

blindsnakes are used to carry sperm between males and females. It
turns out the caecilians simply were eating the blindsnakes and no
sperm was involved. As we consider the intellectual damage done
to herpetology by a type-setters error in 1968, we might shudder to
learn that a similarly egregious error mars the otherwise fine effort
by Wake and Wake (2022). A typo in the published title of Wake and
Wake (2022) certainly suggests that the caecilians may continue to
be among the least understood or appreciated tetrapods. The title
was originally intended to be titled “On the fallacy of the ballistic
tongue in caecilians” but unfortunately was published as “On the
phallusy of the ballistic tongue in caecilians.” This error may well
mislead future herpetologists.
As documenters of new knowledge, academics should be aware
of the dangers of poor typesetting and copyediting. Publishing
practitioners in our field should be grateful for the army of topnotch editors we enjoy. This article is submitted in honor of Robert
W. Hansen, upon his honorable discharge as editor of Herpetological Review.
Literature Cited
Duellman, W. E. and L. Trueb. 1994. Biology of Amphibians. Johns Hopkins University Press, Baltimore, Maryland. 670 pp.
Mendelson III, J. R. 2012. It’s not a worm: a new species of caecilian
from Guatemala, with comments on cloacal teeth. Proceedings of
the National Academy of Herpetology 2112:167–1145.
Taylor, E. H. 1968. Caecilians of the World: a Taxonomic Review. University of Kansas Press, Lawrence, Kansas. 848 pp.
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NATURAL HISTORY NOTES
ROBERT HANSENI (Bob). MULTIGENERATIONAL MENTORSHIP. Here we report on the long-term herpetological mentoring and overall field tomfoolery by Robert hanseni on Jeff lemmi
and his male offspring, particularly the eldest F1, Matthias (Fig.
1). Numerous instances of field and publication assistance as
well as “that-would-be-a-good-HR-note” pressure by Robert
hanseni were documented by both lemmi generations from the
late 1990s through the present. These behaviors were greatly enhanced over time by friendship. The authors wish to thank Robert hanseni for many years of his mentorship, for always having a
PDF of anything we needed, and for just plain being cool. Enjoy
your retirement, Bob!

conferences is very nice and always smiling, most interested in
talking about interesting critters, eyes get sparkly when talking
about a new species of Hydromantes.
NANCY STAUB

BOBHANSENUS MUYGRANDIS (Very Grand Bob Hansen). ACTIVITY PATTERN. Bobhansenus muygrandis is a sturdy, longlived, actively foraging omnivore that frequents the deserts of
North America. As far as is known, only a single individual of this
species has ever been observed, even though that single individual has been widely reported geographically, in biomes from
office to forest and conferences to sand dunes (Hansen 1923.
Dopeia 1923:93–102; Hansen 1974. Dopeia 30:120–123). Because
of such a broad range of sightings across time and space, the notion that this is a single individual has been questioned. Based
on the editorial activity alone, it appears the individual has edited Herpetological Review (HR) for 127.5 years. Given the growth
in quality and importance of HR, it has become the single journal in existence that is actually read cover to cover by scientists
and child herpers worldwide. Such output and longevity surely
means there is more than one specimen of Bobhansenus muygrandis. A remark on the English name: There has been debate
on whether the English name should be Very Great or Very Grand
and whether or not it should be spelled Bobhansen, BobHansen,
or Bob Hansen. Because Very Grand Bob Hansen was accepted
by HR, then that must be the official English name.
IAN I. OTHER, Department of Herpetology, University of Earth, Lemuria.

Fig. 1. Bob Hansen and Matthias Lemm with a Gilbert’s Skink (Plestiodon gilberti) from Tejon Ranch in 2013.
JEFF LEMM and MATTHIAS LEMM, San Diego, California, USA.

ROBERT HANSEN (Bob). BEHAVIOR. In my experience observing Bob I have noticed the following combination of characteristics: most helpful in his role as editor, responds to e-mails
at lightning speed, generous with his time, when observed at

ROBERT HANSEN. KINDNESS and COLLEGIALITY. Some years
ago, I encountered an individual of Elaphe quadrivirgata preying
on a Rana tagoi on Kinkasan Island, Japan. The snake was kind
enough to allow me to approach closely, crouch to eye level, and
photograph the feeding sequence. Convinced that I finally had
a chance to get a photo on the cover of Herpetological Review, I
carefully composed a number of photos in vertical format, following what I imagined to be the ideals of good composition.
When I returned from the field, I sent what I considered to be my
best shot to Bob, who promptly rejected it, noting that everyone
has photos they think are worthy of the cover. Not wishing to offend, however, Bob very modestly put himself in the category of
good—but not great—herpetological photographers. Along with
his gentle rejection, he attached a copy of a spectacular photo of
a rattlesnake that he had taken and, by implication, nonetheless
deemed unworthy of one of his own covers! It was a thoughtful gesture that softened the blow for me. Bob elevated Herpetological Review from a valuable but modest newsletter to an invaluable, world-class journal, with rich, peer-reviewed content,
outstanding photos, compelling layout, and production values
that are the envy of other publications in our field. The herpetological community owes Bob a tremendous debt of gratitude.
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In addition, I owe him thanks for his thoughtfulness, collegiality, and friendship across more years than I care to count. Thank
you, Bob!
ALAN H. SAVITZKY, Department of Biology, Utah State University,
Logan, Utah 84321, USA; e-mail: savitzky@usu.edu.

HANSENIA HERPETOPHILIUS (Western Herpdork). STARTLE
RESPONSE. Relatively little is known about the natural history
of the various species of the Hansenia complex. The Western
Herpdork, in particular, is uncommon and seldom seen in urban or “civilized” environments, seeming to prefer less disturbed
settings in the Western U.S. and Mexico with diverse microhabitats and various cover objects that might promote local reptile
and amphibian abundance, known as “herptacious tat” to the
Herpdork (Schmebbins 2003. A Field Guide to Western Science
Geeks, Nerds, and Other Dorks. Lonely Person Press, Clovis, California. 6.0221 × 1023 pp.). In these habitats, the Western Herpdork
is generally clad in jeans (or worse, jorts) and gaudy tee, usually
with the pattern of some real or fictional reptile or amphibian,
or perhaps leftover schwag obtained during previous migratory
events where Herpdorks seem to gather. The purpose of Herpdork integumentary coverings remains contentious, and might
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function in crypsis, species identification, or social signaling—
for example, such fugly attire seems to prevent any sexual attraction, and may thus serve as a signal that mating advances are
unwelcome. Despite these observations of habitat use and phenotypic variation, we still lack knowledge of Herpdork behavior,
especially in natural settings. This natural history account is
noteworthy because it is the first to document a deimatic display
(or startle response) in a Western Herpdork and includes observations of vocalizations and possible tool use.
On 12 June 2018, in the Sierra Buttes of Plumas County,
California (39.72467°N, 121.81539°W), I observed an adult, presumably male (sex remains undetermined because cloaca not
probed), Western Herpdork. The individual was clearly foraging
for a difficult to locate caudate, flipping debris and other cover
objects, and making odd vocalizations of “Plethodontidae, limestone, Hydromantes, allopatric speciation, biogeography, beer,
my feet hurt”. These seemed unintelligible, and the oscillation
between Latin and other languages, along with the groaning
when bending over may indicate senility. Other vocalizations
included “Stebbins, Wake, Greene, Papenfuss”, and were spoken in a reverential manner that suggests some form of social
structure or even hierarchy among Herpdorks. During these
foraging bouts, the old Herpdork chanced upon a Hydromantes platycephalus (Mount Lyell Salamander), and gasped, then
quickly shielded its eyes using some apparatus that had been
stuck around its neck, possibly a tool or perhaps a parasite. The
Herpdork then slowly arched its back, drawing up its head and
tail, until a vibrant underbelly was exposed. The Herpdork then
let out a wild yelp of “HYDROMANTES!!!”, followed by a string of
potty-mouth words worse than the climaxing five minutes of a
Tarantino movie. The bizarre sequence of behaviors in response
to a native herp in the field are consistent with the “Herpdork
reflex”, whereupon a Herpdork meets a “life lister” or other reptile or amphibian (especially one of great phylogenetic distance
from other local species). Because this response is unique to the
clade Hansenia, and clearly distinct from the behaviors of that
degenerate lineage of bird lovers (Ornitholoserpants sp.), I herein
term this startle response the “Hansen pose”.
I collected the specimen a deposited it in the Museum of Vertebrate Zoology at U.C. Berkeley (MVZ 158275).

PHOTO BY KEITH CONDON

CHRIS R. FELDMAN, Department of Biology, University of Nevada,
Reno, Nevada 89557, USA; e-mail: ophis@unr.edu.

Fig. 1. Adult (male?) Hansenia herpetophilius displaying a classic
“Herpdork reflex” upon encounter with Hydromantes platycephalus.
This startle response can also be referred to as flashing the “Hansen
pose”.

Bob Hansen photographing a Desert Tortoise along Coso Road.
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ROBERT HANSENI (Bob). ALTRUISTIC BEHAVIOR. Altruism is
defined as behavior that confers some fitness cost to an organism while conferring a benefit to another individual (Darwin 1859.
Origin of Species. Murray, London). Under gene-centered models
for evolutionary change, we expect altruism to be rare except in
special circumstances (kin groups, etc.). Surprisingly, the type
specimen of the newly described taxon Robert hanseni was seen
to provide extraordinary support to a recent president of SSAR to
whom he does not appear to be closely related. Any inference of
close relatedness between R. hanseni and President Shine is contradicted by dissimilarity in phenotypic traits (notably, accent)
and geographic origins (Laurasian vs Gondwanan). Nonetheless,
R. hanseni was observed by several SSAR colleagues to offer powerful assistance, and occasional offers of free alcoholic beverages,
to the newly installed President (A. Bauer, pers. comm.; M. Crump,
pers. comm.). This support was manifested in numerous conferences, and during daylight and as well as evening meetings, and
hence is unlikely to be attributable to episodic inebriation. Further research is required to elucidate the adaptive significance
of this altruism, but my working hypothesis is that the altruist in
question is a remarkably fine human being.
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fraught environment with aplomb, and more surprisingly, kindness. More than once he went above and beyond to help me or a
colleague with an issue concerning a manuscript submitted for
review for publication in Herpetological Review. On occasion he
directed me or one of my coauthors to a colleague who proved
helpful in future research efforts, including one instance that initiated a collaborative partnership that persists to this day. The
herpetological community at large is a better place for Bob’s efforts; his legacy with Herpetological Review will be lasting.
BRIAN K. SULLIVAN, Arizona State University, Phoenix, Arizona, USA.

HOMO SAPIENS (Human). REALLY, REALLY CRAPPY PHOTOGRAPHY. Old herpetologists are known to have horrible vision
(Feldman and Taylor 2022. Herpetologica 58:429–436) and often
lose their contact lenses while using field lavatories (Nerfelson
2019. Northwest. Nat. 90:55–57) and while consuming alcoholic
beverages (Vindum 2018. Copeia 999: 1200–1234), or while conducting both activities simultaneously. Herein, we provide an

RICHARD SHINE, Macquarie University, Sydney, Australia; e-mail rick.
shine@mq.edu.au.

ROBERT HANSEN (Bob). PHOTOGRAPHIC STYLE PREFERENCE. One of the most notable aspects of the natural history of
R. hanseni is a distinctive photographic style preference. In this
respect, R. hanseni is a specialist: photographs must be in a vertical format, must feature a charismatic amphibian or reptile,
and should often also include the habitat in which the animal
was found in a “herp-in-habitat” or “Grismeresque” style. Many
naturalists believe that this strong preference has been shaped
by selective pressures imposed by the cover format requirements
at Herpetological Review. Here, I report an observation of an additional, understudied aspect of this preference. In a message to
an aspiring amphibian photographer (the author of this note)
with a subpar submission for a cover image, R. hanseni strongly
recommended making sure that the animal is facing toward the
center of the frame and not away from it. Subsequent cover image submissions that followed this recommendation were more
successful, and additional research should more carefully explore the evolutionary origins of the photographic style preferences of R. hanseni.

Fig. 1. An adult Homo sapiens attempting to locate contact lenses
while photographing the last known individual of Rana boylii along
the North Fork Feather River in Butte County, California, USA.

TODD W. PIERSON, Department of Ecology, Evolution, and Organismal Biology, Kennesaw State University, Georgia 30144, USA; e-mail: tpierso3@kennesaw.edu.

ROBERT HANSENI (Bob). EDITORIAL ALTRUISM. Bob is a rare
breed. I used to think that editors in academia should always
serve under strict term limits—Bob’s tenure as editor of Herpetological Review convinced me otherwise. In spite of his youthful
appearance, Bob served as the capable editor of Herpetological
Review for an eon, or at least an era or two. Scanning recent issues of Herpetological Review, it is clear Bob was eminently successful in this position. My purpose here is to draw attention to
his singular approach as editor: one who is exceptionally helpful and patient, seemingly with all the time in the world to assist
authors in myriad ways. When I first encountered editors in the
1970s, to say the least, this was atypical—and who could blame
them? They were universally over-worked, under-appreciated,
and constantly struggling with timelines over which they often
had surprisingly little control. Bob somehow operated in this

Fig. 2. A really, really crappy photograph of the last known Rana boylii
individual taken by the adult human in Fig. 1.

KEVIN D. WISEMAN, Department of Herpetology, California Academy
of Sciences, 55 Music Concourse Drive, Golden Gate Park, San Francisco,
California 94118, USA; e-mail: chickenhurler@gmail.com.

ROBERT HANSENI. ECOLOGICAL AND TAXONOMIC GENERALIST. Robert W. Hansen is one of the most accomplished herpetologists in California, while simultaneously having a career
as a school administrator, and acting as a husband and father.
Such success is something that many strive for and few achieve.
Bob lives among his snakes but shares a special interest in slender salamanders, genus Batrachoseps, for which he co-authored,
with David B. Wake, most of the species accounts appearing in
the 2005 tome on Amphibian Declines and on AmphibiaWeb.
Bob’s dedication to documenting the morphological diversity
of these unassuming salamanders with photos is unmatched, as
evidenced by photos taken of a desert population of B. stebbinsi, while bullets ricocheted over his head from a makeshift gun
range down canyon. Bob’s contribution as Editor of Herpetological Review for 30 years goes far beyond his efficient and steady
hand turning around submissions. In his role as Editor, Bob has
also served as a mentor to many. Encouraging and supporting
others by sharing his knowledge via phone calls, e-mails, field
notes, and visits to his sanctuary in Clovis. I am deeply indebted
to Bob for his friendship and support. He is a credit to our collective mission to study and highlight the wonderful diversity and
amazing biology of amphibians and reptiles. I look forward to
seeing what he accomplishes in his post-editorial career. Thank
you, Bob.
CHRISTOPHER J. EVELYN, Cheadle Center for Biodiversity and Ecological Restoration, University of California Santa Barbara, USA.

HERPETOLOGIST BY DAY, PUPPY RESCUER BY NIGHT. In
April 2020 in Fresno County, rescuer Bob Hansen took in two ca.
5-month-old puppies that were abandoned and left to die in the
Mojave Desert. The two puppies were very close and bonded,
and Bob wanted them to stay together, so the Hansen family
took in the two puppies where they are now loved, cared for, and
can run free on the Hansen property. Not all heroes wear capes.
Congratulations on your retirement and thank you for being you!
BRIAN HINDS

Editors of SSAR publications at the 2007 SSAR 50th Anniversary Meeting in St. Louis, Missouri. Top row (L to R): Bob Hansen, Stephen Tilley, John Wright, Bob Aldridge, Bob Powell; bottom row (L to R): Kraig
Adler, David Dennis, Corson Hirschfeld, Joe T. Collins.
PHOTO BY KEITH CONDON

observation of H. sapiens taking really, really crappy photography
as a result of losing his contact lenses. But even after he found
his contact lenses, the photography remained quite crappy. At
1743 h on 21 August 2019, an adult H. sapiens (ca. 0.0018288 km
total length) named Bob Hansen was observed stumbling and
bumbling around on the North Fork Feather River (38.50729°N,
120.35810°W; NAD 83) in Butte County, California, USA. Following our initial observation, the individual created a loud bout
of extreme flatulation (EF), which caused his contact lenses to
launch off of his eyeballs. The individual then made another EF
and scratched his head. Following this scratching behavior, he
began searching for his contact lenses (Fig. 1). At 1754 h, while
fumbling and noodling around blindly on the cobble bar looking
for his contact lenses, Bob captured by hand the last living specimen of Rana boylii. The specimen was held by the neck and was
photographed during its last 10 seconds of life (Fig. 2). The specimen (MVZ 556684) was deposited at the Museum of Vertebrate
Zoology, University of California, Berkeley.
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Though no longer able to display reproductive colors, Crotaphytus
hansenii is still attempting to defend his territory!
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BOB HANSENI. (That Herp Review GUY). WORLDWIDE: WEBSITES you can find Bob hanseni 7 July 2022. Michelle S. Koo,
Carol L. Spencer, Kevin Wiseman. Verified by Jimmy A. McGuire.
AmphibiaWeb.org. So stealthy that users of the Internet may
not even realize they have had an encounter with “That Herp
Review GUY” because before that common name was applied
when he was That Herp Review Guy, he was also a salamander
expert. We have 131 sightings of Bob hanseni reports on North
American salamanders as chapters from Lannoo (2005). Of note,
many of the important Batrachoseps (https://amphibiaweb.org/
cgi/amphib_query?where-genus=Batrachoseps&account=lann
oo) chapters are authored by Bob hanseni with co-author Dave
wakei. Photographs are a common hallmark of Bob hanseni’s activities (not to be confused with the muddled maps, mutterings
of Sierra Nevada herp anecdotes, offers of Fresno beers); we have
verified sightings of 11 on CalPhotos (https://calphotos.berkeley.
edu/cgi/img_query?where-photographer=Robert+W.+Hansen);
not a lot, but of high quality. We hope to see more in the coming
years (what the hell else is this enigmatic species to do?!). Pro tip:
don’t ever Google “Robert Hansen” (apparently you get a serial
killer, and we won’t take responsibility!).
MICHELLE KOO (e-mail: mkoo@berkeley.edu) and CAROL SPENCER,
Museum of Vertebrate Zoology, University of California Berkeley, Berkeley,
California, USA; KEVIN WISEMAN, Garcia and Associates, San Francisco,
California, USA.

Limericks for Robert W. Hansen
by Chris Feldman
Hmmmmm, beer!!!!
PHOTO BY ROBERT GOODMAN

There once was a herpetologist named Bob,
Who built such a loyal mob,
Through his leadership, editorship
And just plain good-naturedness.
And now he’s retired, we all sob.
As a naturalist, Bob is the best of all time,
It’s hard to fit his excellence in one rhyme.
For the herps and causes he did support,
Especially young students and those outside his cohort,
His wisdom and encouragement were truly sublime.
As Herp Review editor, I cannot complain,
Bob Hansen had an excellent reign.
But herping we’d go,
And boy, was he slow.
With his new free time, I hope he will train.

Bob Hansen and Robert Goodman on the Eastern Slope of the Sierra
Nevada, April 2018.
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The Amphibians of California

Robert W. Hansen. 2022. Greater Fresno Chamber of Commerce (just
downwind from the stockyards). 820 pp. Hardcover. US $89.95. ISBN
4377-738439-262.
AARON M. BAUER
Department of Biology, Villanova University,
Villanova, Pennsylvania 19085, USA
e-mail aaron.bauer@villanova.edu
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The author of this new book is a well-known researcher of the
California herpetofauna, with decades of experience throughout
large areas of the state. He is perhaps best known to readers
as the long-time editor of Herpetological Review (HR), which
he shepherded through decades of growth and improvement,
ushering in the era of full color and drastically increasing the
size of the journal. Under his direction, HR has become a much
imitated but never equaled model of a herpetological periodical.
So successful has Bob been that HR alone remains a hard copy
quarterly while Journal of Herpetology and other outlets for fulllength papers have gone entirely digital. Indeed, when the great
electromagnetic storm erases the modern world as we know it,
only HR will remain accessible. How did he do it? By usurping
an ever-greater share of the SSAR budget year after year. In Bob’s
last year as editor fully 97.46% of the operating budget went
to HR, not to mention the tithing required of all SSAR board
members and other editors. But it has all been worth it. The
arrival of each issue of HR is anxiously awaited by herpetologists
the world over, many of whom have built their own reputations
on the publication of new county records of Plethodon cinereus,
pictures of spiders eating hapless frogs, or observations of
leucistic snakes.
Bob’s egalitarian running of HR has jump-started the careers
of many young herpetologists, giving them an opportunity
to hone their editing skills and learn the ropes of academic
publishing. They have also given him the opportunity to fine
tune his own grumpy old man skills. Indeed, Bob was born a
middle-aged man and through the frustrations of his day job

as a school principal and constant repetition of his mantra,
“hey, you kids get off my lawn!” has matured into a full-fledged
geezer. Bob knows everyone in North American herpetology
and is among the first to learn of important happenings in our
discipline. His level-headedness, calm and reasoned demeaner,
professionalism and discretion make him one of the most
respected names in herpetology. That, and he knows where all
the bodies are buried.
But enough of the author. What of his new book? California has
long been noted as a hugely diverse state without a comprehensive
modern book length treatment of its herpetofauna. Since the
work of Tracy Storer in 1925 several attempts have been made,
but the definitive work has not yet appeared. Hansen’s book is
no exception. Its hallmark is its uneven treatment of different
taxa. The approximately 30 species of extant, extirpated and
introduced California frogs and toads are all treated on just
three pages, with a single pixelated image of what appears to
be Michigan J. Frog from the Warner Brothers’ Merrie Melodies
series illustrating all anuran diversity. Morphological detail
is limited (e.g., “covered with skin; legs present”) as is natural
history data (e.g., “pees when handled”). Lest readers think
all those years of field trips have contributed nothing to Bob’s
knowledge of herpetology, the salamander section is more
extensive, occupying 814 of the 817 pages in the book. Of this,
fully 811 pages are devoted to Batrachoseps. Whereas Storer
a century ago recognized only four species, today there are 21
and Hansen also recognizes another 214 putative new species of
slender salamanders, 108 from isolated populations in southern
California and an astounding 106 proposed from within the
distribution of Batrachoseps gregarious in Fresno County. Each
species has a minimum eight accompanying photos, all sharp
and high resolution but nonetheless resembling worms with
comically small legs. Does this book fulfill the author’s stated
purpose “to provide users with an in-depth guide to all of the
amphibians of the Golden State”? Hell no! But for his lifetime
contributions to herpetology I think we can all cut him some
slack and buy the book.

Bob Hansen receiving the SSAR Presidential Award for Lifetime
Achievement in Herpetology at the 2015 SSAR Meeting in Lawrence,
Kansas.
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Marion Preest and Treasurers Ann Patterson and John Moriarty,
Bob, as editor of Herpetological Review, could be my mouthpiece
to the membership. And he had my back. Bob was incredibly supportive when I started up the Herpetological Musings column in
HR as a platform to exchange ideas and issues central to herpetology, from student mentoring to increasing diversity and inclusivity
of SSAR. Whenever I had announcements to share with the membership, Bob was there to assist. A more supportive and helpful
editor would be hard to imagine. When Bob told me he planned to
step down as editor, before I could panic, he assured me he would
help identify and train the next HR editor. He did, and we are in
good hands. Thank you, Bob, for all you have done for me personally, for SSAR as a society, and for the field of herpetology.
MARTY CRUMP
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If you are reading this, you no doubt are attending the BobFest in Spokane, Washington, at the 2022 JMIH. Why the BobFest? Why, of course, to celebrate Bob’s retirement from 30 years
of service to the Society for the Study of Amphibians and Reptiles
(SSAR) as Editor of Herpetological Review. We all know that with
Bob’s leadership, HR was transformed from a societal newsletter
and research bulletin into a flagship publication with many new
sections, full-length peer-reviewed research articles, and globally
diverse authors, packaged inside a gorgeous color cover image of
an amphibian or reptile.
But beyond praising and thanking Bob for his dedication and
creativity, I would like to share a personal shout-out to Bob. Two
years of herding cats as President of SSAR taught me that in addition to relying on the indispensable help and support of Secretary

PHOTO BY ROBERT GOODMAN

You know, I think that Gambelia has less hair than I do!!

Bob Hansen at Mountain Rambler Brewery in Bishop, California, 20
June 2022.

Bob Hansen photographing Wildland Fire, Owens Valley, April 2018.
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20

Bob Hansen and John Moriarty at the 2011 JMIH Meeting in Minneapolis, Minnesota.

Field team led by Bob Hansen on a search for the Mt. Lyell Salamander (Hydromantes platycephalus) at the Sierra Buttes, Sierra County,
California, in 2018. L to R: Chris Feldman, Kevin Wiseman, Bob Hansen, Jessica Reimche.

Bob inspecting some interesting creature found in a High Sierra
meadow, with Casey Moss in Sonora Pass, 2022.

PHOTO BY ERIC STITT

Bob Hansen and Robert Goodman hunting for Kern Plateau Slender
Salamanders.

Bob shows a Thamnophis elegans (Placer County, California) to Gordon Stitt (left) and his friend Nate in 2017.
Bob Hansen photographing an adult Foothill Yellow-legged Frog
(Rana boylii) at Indian Creek, Sierra County, California, 2019.
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Bob Hansen in the field searching for Rough-skinned Newt
larvae (Taricha granulosa) near Paradise, Butte County, California,
2018.

Bob Hansen photographing an adult Foothill Yellow-legged Frog
(Rana boylii) along the North Fork Feather River, Butte County, California, 2019.

Bob Hansen attempting to noose a Western Fence Lizard
(Sceloporus occidentalis) near Deanes Valley, Plumas County,
California, 2019.
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Bob Hansen on a search for the Mt. Lyell Salamander (Hydromantes
platycephalus) at the Sierra Buttes, Sierra County, California, 2018.

Bob Hansen with a Western Fence Lizard (Sceloporus occidentalis) he
noosed near Deanes Valley, Plumas County, California, 2019.

