


Source:  Texas Department of Family and 
Protective Services, Renewal Initiatives  
http://www.dfps.state.tx.us/about/
Renewal/CPS/disproportionality.asp 

Data from 2007 shows African-American children in 
Texas were almost twice as likely as Anglo or 
Hispanic children to be reported as victims of child 
abuse or neglect. 



Senator Jane Nelson at the Press Conference, surrounded by Lieutenant Governor David 
Dewhurst, Senators Van de Putte, Janek and Shapleigh 

Source: Homepage of Texas State Senator Jane Nelson, R-Lewisville, 
District 12. 
http://www.nelson.senate.state.tx.us/pr04/p120804a.htm. 



Child Protection Provisions of Senate Bill  6: 

  Improve technology and require law enforcement-style training for CPS.  
  Give law enforcement a leading role and require CPS and law enforcement to co-locate in counties of 

75,000 population or greater.  
  Enhance prevention and early intervention efforts by partnering with Child Advocacy Centers, community 

and faith-based services.  
  Reiterate legislative intent that cases must be resolved within 12 months.  
  Foster Care, Adoption and Psychotropic Drug Provisions of SB 6: 

  Contract all foster home recruitment and management, along with adoptive home recruitment services 
and case management for children in permanent managing conservatorship. 

  Quarterly performance measures for safety, permanency, and well-being.  
  Performance measures for foster family recruitment and retention.  
  Collaborate with faith-based and community organizations, and utilize foster grandparent programs.  
  Require foster care providers to undergo drug testing and criminal background checks, including a review 

of registries in other states.  
  Clarify the individual authorized to provide informed consent for psychotropic medications for foster 

children.  
  Use multi-disciplinary teams to review certain cases in which foster children are receiving three or more 

psychotropic medications.  
  Adult Protective Services Provisions of SB 6: 

  Use multi-disciplinary teams to coordinate service delivery for elderly with multi-agency needs who 
require protective services.  

  Develop an memorandum of understanding to provide temporary emergency homes for elderly persons 
while APS works on a long-term protective services solution.  

  Ensure investigations with criminal allegations are referred to law enforcement immediately. 
  Provide better training to caseworkers.  
  Contract all guardianship services to community providers. 

Source: Homepage of Texas State Senator Jane Nelson, R-Lewisville, District 12 
http://www.nelson.senate.state.tx.us/pr04/p120804a.htm 



*American Indian/Alaska Native category does not include youth in Tribal Custody 
Sources: Census Data (2000); AFCARS Data (September 30, 2000) 
From: “Addressing Disproportionality in Texas : A Committed Community Collaboration.” Presented by Carolyne Rodriguez, Director of 
Texas State Strategy,  Casey Family Programs & Deborah Green, Texas Child Protective Services  Disproportionality Initiative Lead.  

Race/Ethnicity Number of 
Youth in U.S. 
Population 

Percent of 
Population 

Number of 
Youth in 

Foster Care 

Percent in 
Foster Care 

White / 
Caucasian 

44,027,087 61% 208,632 38% 

Black / African 
American 

10,610,264 15% 220,660 40% 

Hispanic 12,342,259 17% 81,890 15% 

American 
Indian / Alaska 

Native 

685,911 1% 10,994 2% 

Asian / Pacific 
Islander 

2,529,773 3% 5,978 1% 

Other / Two or 
More Races 

2,098,518 3% 27,846 5% 

TOTAL 72,293,812 100% 556,000 100% 



Source: “Addressing Disproportionality in Texas : A Committed Community Collaboration.” presented 
by Carolyne Rodriguez, Director of Texas State Strategy,  Casey Family Programs  & Deborah Green, 
Texas Child Protective Services  Disproportionality Initiative Lead 
www.hunter.cuny.edu/socwork/nrcfcpp/downloads/teleconferences/
Addressing_Disproportionality_Texas.ppt 



Source: Texas Youth Commission 
http://www.tyc.state.tx.us/research/commit_male.html  

** Classifying Offenses may be qualified as Attempted, Conspiracy, Probation for, or Solicitation of the offense.  



Source: Texas Youth Commission  
http://www.tyc.state.tx.us/research/commit_female.html  



Parents of children who have been committed to the care, custody, or control of the Texas Youth 
Commission have the following rights:  

  As a parent, you have the right to know that you and your child will be treated fairly regardless 
of race, religion, national origin, language, economic status, disability, gender, sexual 
orientation, or age and that each child will be treated as an individual. 

  As a parent, you have the right to expect the agency to provide a safe, secure, and sanitary 
environment for your child.   

  As a parent, you have the right not to be judged, blamed or labeled because of your child’s 
incarceration. 

  As a parent, you have the right to be a vocal and active advocate on behalf of your child.   
  As a parent, you have the right to be an active participant when decisions are made about your 

child. 
  As a parent, you have the right to be informed about matters related to your child’s welfare.  
  As a parent, you have the right to access your child’s records. 
  As a parent, you have the right to meaningful participation in your child’s treatment, including 

medical treatment, behavioral health treatment, and education. 
  As a parent, you have the right to communicate with your child, including visitation, telephone, 

and mail.   
  As a parent, you have the right to be assured that all TYC staff are professional, courteous, and 

respectful. 
  As a parent, you have the right to know that TYC will take immediate corrective action to protect 

the rights of parents and youth.  
  As a parent, you have the right to meaningful participation in your child’s transition-planning — 

from intake through release, parole, and eventual discharge. 

Source: Texas Youth Commission 
http://www.tyc.state.tx.us/programs/parents_billof_rights.html 



Source: McClathy Washington Bureau  
http://www.mcclatchydc.com/homepage/story/20067.html 



There are 738,000 adults under supervision (prisons, jails, 
probation, and parole) and the rate of supervision (number of 
offenders supervised per 100,000) is 34.87% higher than the 

national average. Currently, 106 prison units and state jail 
facilities comprise the Texas Department of Criminal Justice 

(TDCJ). Additionally,Texas has 254 counties and 268 jail 
facilities with a combined rated capacity of 71,962. 

 Source: : American Civil  Liberties 
Union of Texas 
http://www.aclutx.org/projects/
prisons.php 



Source:  Death Penalty Information Center, Texas Department of Criminal Justice 
http://www.tdcj.state.tx.us/stat/drowfacts.htm 



Source: Texas Department of Justice 
http://www.tdcj.state.tx.us  



Media Credit: Wally McNamee/Documentary Standard RM/Corbis 



Floridians for Alternatives to the Death Penalty 
http://fadp.org/news/20080202(3) 
Media Credit: Jessica Stacey via Creative Commons 

Photo Caption:  University of Miami  researchers say execution by lethal injection could violate the Eighth Amendment. 



  The Texas Civil Rights Project (TCRP) promotes racial, 
social, and economic justice through education and 
litigation. TCRP strives to foster equality, secure justice, 
ensure diversity, and strengthen communities. TCRP was 
founded in 1990 as part of Oficina Legal del Pueblo Unido, 
a non-profit community-based foundation located in 
South Texas. We have offices in San Juan (in the Rio 
Grande Valley) and Austin, as well as VAWA staff in El 
Paso and Midland/Odessa. 

  Since its beginning, TCRP has achieved substantial system 
gains in ensuring justice for all Texans. TCRP uses 
education and litigation to make structural change in 
areas such as voting rights, police and border patrol 
misconduct, sex discrimination, employment bias, 
privacy, disability rights, grand jury discrimination, 
traditional civil liberties (i.e. free speech), and Title IX in 
secondary education. TCRP also conducts a program 
under the Violence Against Women Act (VAWA). 

Source: Texas Civl Rights Project   
 http://www.texascivilrightsproject.org/?cat=37 



  Our first goal is to listen carefully, respectfully, empathetically and without judgment to 
people who have lost loved ones, or other significant people in their lives, to violent crime 
or state execution. We also want to listen to the many other people whose work, or other 
circumstances, have brought them into close contact with the investigation, prosecution, 
defense, appeals, or other aspects of capital punishment. We believe that these voices, 
and these stories, deserve our close attention. That is why we are conducting oral history 
interviews.  

  Our second goal is to create a public archive so that everyone may learn from the 
experiences of people most directly affected by violent crime and the death penalty. We 
believe that if we spend more time listening to these experiences, we will be able to have 
deeper and more constructive  conversations about how to best prevent and respond to 
violence in our communities. 

  A third goal is to creatively develop resources that prevent violence (of all kinds) in Texas 
and promote individual and social healing from its effects. 

  Fourth, we try to open ourselves to new ideas and ways of thinking about the future as 
we work.  

  While we envision and seek a future substantially different from our present, the Texas 
After Violence Project is not an advocacy project; we do not have a specific agenda; we 
do not possess any "answers."  

  What is the overall purpose of this work? The project promotes movement toward a more 
just and less violent Texas: a society that recognizes and affirms the dignity and value of 
every human being. We invite you to join us. 

Source:  Texas After Violence 
http://www.texasafterviolence.org/?q=%3Fq%3Dpurpose 



Source: Women’s Aide 
http://www.womensaid.org 


