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The benefits of education and of 
useful knowledge, generally dlllused 
through a community, are essential 
to the preservation of a free gov· 
ernment. 

Sam Houston. 

Cultivated mind is the guardian 
genius of democracy. • . . It is the 
only dictator that freemen acknowl· 
edge and the only security that free
men desire. 

Mirabeau B. Lamar. 



IDEALS OF THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS DEPART
MENT OF EDUCATION* 

Many people, even some who are well informed upon matters 
pertaining to education, are laboring under the delusion that the 
professional education of teachers is a distinctively modern no
tion. While the actual operation of departments of education 
was begun less than fifty years ago, the doctrine of specialized 
instruction for teachers is by no means new. Richard Mulcaster, 
·who was born in 1532, and who, for twenty years, was the suc
cessful headmast~r of the Merchant Taylors' School in London, 
was the author of two pedagogic works that even yet may be read 
with profit, for they are rich in ideas and prolific with pro
gressive suggestions. One of these books was published. in 1581. 
It \Vas dedicated to Queen Elizabeth, its title being, Positions 
wherein those Primitive Circttmstances be examined, which are 
necessarie for the Traineing up of Children, either for skill in 
their Books or Health in their Bodie. ji[any very interesting 
positions are taken by this quaint, but wise, author of ye olden 
time. What may especially interest us upon this occasion, is 
the extended and vigorous discussion of the university training 
of teachers, a discussion which may well be considered prophetic. 
He advocated the establishment of seven great colleges, as integral 
parts of the university, and "bearing names of the things which 
they professe-colledges for Toungues, for Mathematickes, for 
Traine, for Philosophic, for Physicke, for Lawe, and for 
Diuinitie ''. 

In setting forth his ideas about the college for Traine, which is 
the college for teachers, he declared : ''Some difficultie there 
will be to winne a colledge for such as shall afterward passe to 
teach iu schooles ". Again, he adds: "He that will not allow 
of this careful provision for such a seminarie of maisters, is most 
unworthy either to have had a good maister for him selfe, o:r 
hereafter to haue a good one for his [own children]". And then 
he asks the pertinent question, ''Why should not teachers be well 

*Address delivered October 7, 1915, at the Autumn Convocation of 
the Department of Education of The University of Texas by William 
Seneca Sutton, Dean of the Department. 



6 Bulletin of the University of Texas 

the University of Glasgow. To-day in nearly every one of the 
large colleges and universities in our country and in many of the 
smaller ones, there are from one to twenty or more professors and 
instructors who devote their time and talents to pedagogical in
struction and training. In view of this wonderful growth in 
less than forty years, it seems reasonable to conclude that the 
world has about made up its mind to accept without question this 
fourth contention of Mulcaster. 

Viewed from another standpoint, the same conclusion is easily 
reached. While law is concerned with the life and property oi 
men, and while medicine devotes itself chiefly to man's physical 
ills, and whilethe ministry is to a large degree interested in the 
moral and spiritual development of people, education, in it& 
largest sense, is to exercise continuous and zealous care in the 
development of man's entire being. 

Even in modern times we may, therefore, consider as thoroughly 
sound Mulcaster 's four reasons for the professional study of edu
cation, and it follows that it is the business of every student in 
the Department of Education in The University of Texas, as 
well as the pleasure and duty of every one of its staff of instruc
tion, to contend earnestly and faithfully for the . faith delivered 
unto us by this queer old scholar and schoolmaster of the Six-
teenth Century. 

But, while it should ever be our delight, as well as our reason
able professional obligation, to manifest, if necessary, a militant 
spirit in behalf of the principles upon which the life and develop
ment of the Department of Education in our university are de
pendent, we should never forget that every teacher, whether 
prospective or actually engaged in the service, ought to be a lover 
of learning, the apostle and the priest of the knowledges that 
have, through the long centuries, established themselves in the 
republic of letters. If it be not the teacher's business to preserve, 
to propagate, and to extend human learning among the sons of 
men, pray tell me of whom the discharge of these great duties 
should · be demanded? 

The students and the faculty of the Department of Educa
tion should, however, be greatly concerning in matters other 
than mere learning. We should all be more or less interested in 
all the important phases of university life. The truth is that, 
insofar as university life leads toward social efficiency in the 
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life of the world, is residence at a university worth while. It 
was because of his belief in this truth that Lord Macaulay, in 
describing the educational system of ancient Athens, paid this 
tribute to education in that famous city: 

"Books, however, were the least part of the education of an Athe
nian citizen. Let us for a moment transport ourselves, in thought, 
to that glorious city. Let us imagine that we are entering its gates 
in the time of its power and glory. A crowd is assembled around 
a portico. All are gazing with delight at the entablature, for Phidias 
is putting up the frieze. We turn into another street; a rhapsodist 
is reciting there; men, women, children are thonging around him; 
the tears are running down their · cheeks; their eyes are fixed; their 
very breath is still, for he is telling how Priam fell at the feet of 
Achilles, and kissed those hands,-the terrible,-the murderous,
which had slain so many of his sons. We enter the public place; 
there is a ring of youths, all leaning forward, with sparkling eyes 
and gestures of expectation. Socrates is pitted against the famous 
atheist from Iona, and has just brought him to a contradiction in 
terms. But we are interrupted. The Herald is crying-'Room for 
the Prytanes.' The general assembly is to meet. The people are 
swarming in on every side. Proclamation is made-'Who wishes 
to speak?' There is a shout, and a clapping of hands; Pericles is 
mounting the stand. Then for a play of Sophocles; and away to 
sup with Aspasia. I know of no modern university which has so 
excellent a system of education." 

But above all things,-above our love for the Department of 
Education, and above our loyalty to the University of Texas as a 
whole, and above our regard for the preservation, and dissemina
tion and extension of learning, there should be clearly defined in 
our minds and enthroned in our hearts the fundamental prin
ciple of human life, that \Vhat a man is, is of far more importance 
than what he knows or what he does, what he knows and what he 
does deriving their real importance from their relation to what he 
is. What the world needs, and what is wanting in America, and 
especially in the nations of Europe, where is now being enacted 
the greatest tragedy in all history, is men possessing such charac
ter as was ascribed by Xenophon to his master, Socrates. Con
cerning that reforme~, the first great martyr to intellectual free
dom, the author Df the Anabasis declared that Socrates was 'so 
pious that he did nothing ·without the sanction of the gods; so 
just that he wronged no man, even in the most trifling affair, but 
was of service in most important matters to those who enjo:ved his 
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society; and so temperate that he never preferred pleasure to 

virtue'. 
These, then, are the ideals which the faculty would have you 

set up in your consciousness and to which you should give ob

jective reality in your lives: 
1. The worth and the necessity of the professional education 

of teachers. 
2. The great value of scholarship. 
3. The wisdom manifested by rational interest in the several 

phases of university life. 
4. The supreme importance of the development of character 

that will endure when school life is over and when the world is 

burned up. 
To the work demanded for the development of these ideals, the 

faculty welcomes all of you, the freshmen who are just now be
ginning their professional studies, as well as the upper classmen 

who have already shared in the disappointments and the triumphs 
of the University's Department of Education. 




