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he Late Classic Maya polity of Hiix Witz, or “Jaguar Hill”, 
centered at the site of Zapote Bobal, Guatemala1, has long been 
associated with endemic warfare, captives, and (perhaps 

reticent) brides in the inscriptions of Usumacinta sites like Piedras 
Negras and Yaxchilan (Figure 1).  Some of these women appear to have 
risen to prominence in foreign royal courts, such as Ix Mut Balam of Hiix 
Witz, a secondary wife to Bird Jaguar IV of Yaxchilan (Mathews 1997).  
But the overall impression has been, and continues to be, that the Hiix 
Witz polity was not a major player in dynastic geopolitics. Likewise, the 
lords of Hiix Witz have remained marginal in discussions of Classic 
Maya history.  In part, this is due to the fact that the majority of names 
associated with Hiix Witz are not connected to specific archaeological 
sites.  
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	   For example, as David Stuart has observed (2003), the toponym 
Hiix Witz appears on looted polychrome, stone, and monochrome 
vessels in connection with names like Yukul K’awiil (yu-ku-la K’AWIIL-
la; see Robiscek and Hales 1981: Table 2a), and ?-ni TI’ K’AWIIL (see 
K2803; Figure 2), but such names are not tied to other inscriptions in 
situ.  They, like all names attached to Hiix Witz, are vaguely referred to 
as ajaw ‘lord’; they are never, unfortunately, given the appellative k’uhul 
which would unambiguously enable us to determine which of the Hiix 
Witz lords were kings, which were not, and which sites they actually 
ruled over.
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FIGURE 1: ZAPOTE BOBAL AND ITS REGIONAL CONTEXT, 
SHOWING EL PAJARAL (ALSO HIIX WITZ) AND THE RELATED 

SITE OF LA JOYANCA



! The overall picture of Hiix Witz is changing, however.  First, it is 

becoming increasingly evident that Hiix Witz was an important center

—if but for a brief period—and its rulers more influential than the 

Usumacinta dynasts would have us believe.  Likewise, using 

unprovenienced texts as well as those from the site of Zapote Bobal 

itself, it is now possible to provide the name of a major figure at Hiix 

Witz (via Zapote Bobal) previously lost to us: Janaab Ti’ O’ (literally 

‘Shield in [his] Mouth’), a lord who appears to have ruled the kingdom 

of Hiix Witz in the 660s.  The picture provided by these changes allows 

a view of Zapote Bobal as a thriving center in the Late Classic that, for a 

brief time, played a significant role in the Tikal-Calakmul conflicts of the 

7th and early 8th centuries.

! The first part of the story of Janaab Ti’ O’ comes from a series of 

unprovenienced vessels.  The name “Janaab Ti’ O’” (JANAAB-TI’-O), 

appears several times on a number of looted vessels, presumably from 
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FIGURE	  2:	  K2803, SHOWING ? TI’ K’AWIIL OF HIIX WITZ 
PLAYING THE CLASSIC MAYA BALLGAME



the general region of the Northwest Petén (Stuart 2003; Martin and 

Reents-Budet 2010): K1387, K5646, K8665, and K8722.  Only two of 

these vessels have noteworthy iconography.  K1387 has a repeating 

pattern of a young Maize God perhaps fused with Itzamnaaj, whereas 

K8665 displays a ruler from the late eighth or early ninth century (13 

Ajaw 8 Kej; 798 or, somewhat more unlikely, 848 AD) engaged in 

autosacrifice.2  The name “Janaab Ti’ O’” has likewise been observed in 

unprovenienced sculpture:  as Simon Martin and Dorie Reents-Budet 

(2010) have noted, one of the most powerful kings of Calakmul, 

Yuknoom Ch’een, appears to have ‘overseen’ an event involving a lord 

of Hiix Witz, Janaab Ti’ O’, at some point between 680 and 685.  As such, 

there is some evidence to suggest that there were at least two 

individuals—one circa 680 AD and the other in the Epiclassic—named 

Janaab Ti’ O’ who were lords of Hiix Witz.  The second part of the story, 

albeit somewhat tangential, comes from a well-known alabaster vessel, 

K4692, published in The Maya Vase Book, Vol. 4 (p. 594; see Figure 3).  

The text of the vessel refers to two deaths, separated by over 100 years:

Transcription! ! ! ! ! ! Transliteration

A1:! i-u-ti! ! ! ! ! ! i uht
B1:! 9-CHAN? ! ! ! ! ! bolon chan?
A2:! 18-CHAK-AT! ! ! ! ! waxaklajuun chakat
B2:! ?! ! ! ! ! ! ?
A3:! ti-?-TUUN-nu3!! ! ! ! ti ? tuun
B3:! ITZAMNAAJ-AHK! ! ! ! itzamnaaj ahk
A4:! yi-ta-ji! ! ! ! ! ! yitaaj
B4:! wa-?-AHK! ! ! ! ! ? ahk
A5:! ba-ka-ba!! ! ! ! ! bakab
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B5:! CHAM-mi! ! ! ! ! chami
A6:! ti-?-TUUN-nu! ! ! ! ! ti ? tuun
B6:! ba-wa-WAY-bi! ! ! ! ! bah wayib
C1:! 2-K’IN-8-WINAK-ji-ya! ! ! ka k’in, waxak winakjiiy
D1:! 5-HAAB-ya! ! ! ! ! ho’ haabiiy
C2:! 5-WINIK-HAAB-ya! ! ! ! ho’ winakhaabiiy
D2:! u-ti-ya! ! ! ! ! ! uhtiiy
C3:! 7-AK’BAL?! ! ! ! ! huk ak’bal?
D3:! 16-CHAK-AT! ! ! ! ! waklajuun chakat
C4:! K’A’AY-yi! ! ! ! ! k’a’ay
D4:! u-SAK-?-IK‘! ! ! ! ! u sak ? ik
C5:! u-ti-si! ! ! ! ! ! u tis
D5:! CHAN-AHK! ! ! ! ! chan ahk
C6:! HIIX-WITZ-AJAW! ! ! ! hiix witz ajaw
D6:! ba-ka-ba!! ! ! ! ! bakab
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FIGURE	  3:	  TWO PARTS OF	  K4692 
(drawing by James L. Fitzsimmons)



Although the ‘canoe’ glyph (B2) cannot be read at present4, it likely 

describes a descent of some kind; it is probably not read anything close 

to och ha’, which also describes a journey into the watery Underworld 

(the ‘canoe’ may actually refer to the act of dying or infirmity).  As such, 

a free translation of this text would read: “and then it happened, on 9 

Chikchan 18 Zip (23 April 663 AD)5, Itzamnaaj Ahk6 [began to descend] 

at the ?-Stone-Place.  His companion was ? Ahk,7  first of the world.  

[Itzamnaaj Ahk], first of the wayib, died at the ?-Stone-Place.  It had 

happened [previously], 2 k’ins, 8 winak, 5 tuuns, and 5 katuns [ago, on] 

7 Ak’bal 16 Zip (16 May 559 AD), [that the] flowery breath, the body 

wind8 of Chan Ahk, lord of Hiix Witz, first of the world, [had] ended.”

! Thus what we have here are two statements linking a figure 

named ? Ahk, ‘first of the world’, to two people.  The first of these is 

Itzamnaaj Ahk, while the second is a lord of Hiix Witz whose surname, 

Chan Ahk, matches not only the other figure in the text but also the 

majority of Hiix Witz lords in the entire corpus of Maya hieroglyphic 

inscriptions (indeed, the surname Chan Ahk appears to be a dominant 

appellative for Hiix Witz elites).  By itself, one could take this text and 

make a few observations.

! Firstly, ? Ahk is not referred to here as a lord of Hiix Witz and is 

listed as a bakab (the other bakab in the text is, of course, the 

undesignated Chan Ahk, lord of Hiix Witz in the 6th century).  Second 

Itzamnaaj Ahk is not listed as a lord of Hiix Witz either, and is merely 

accompanied by ? Ahk.  This might lead one to assume that ? Ahk was 

deceased, but we simply do not know.  The text may refer to the idea 

that ? Ahk was present at the death of Itznamnaaj and was linking 

himself to a long dead, perhaps fictitious ancestor.9   Thus, in a single 
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text ? Ahk is linked to a true lord of Hiix Witz and to another individual 

of presumably lesser rank, likely a father or another close relative.  This 

is the same kind of royal posturing and shrewd maneuvering that we 

see at other sites, perhaps most spectacularly and famously with Yaxuun 

Bahlam IV (Bird Jaguar IV) of Yaxchilan (Martin and Grube 2000).  But 

what makes all of this material exciting?  After all, when everything is 

said and done, this is but a single text on a beautiful, albeit 

unprovenienced, alabaster bowl.10  What makes all of this interesting is 

the fact that we have dates at the site of Zapote Bobal which suggest 

that the 660s were a very important time for the kingdom of Hiix Witz.

! Discovered by Ian Graham (1970), the site of Zapote Bobal has 

been repeatedly but intermittently investigated, first by Graham in 1982, 

then by the La Joyanca Project in the 1990s and early 2000s (e.g., Leal 

and Lopez 1993; Arnauld 2004), the Proyecto Petén Noroccidente-Hiix 

Witz from 2004-2006, and finally a series of salvage efforts from 2009 to 

the present.  The site core of Zapote Bobal is characterized by an 

Acropolis as well as several mound groups separated by large, vacant 

spaces (Figure 4).  Many of these spaces, particularly those separating 

the Plaza Principal from the Grupo Ritual Central and the Grupo Este, 

consist of low-lying, often water-logged terrain. 

! The Grupo Ritual Central, in particular, is connected to the 

Acropolis via two causeways.  During the rainy season, when vast 

portions of the vacant terrain flood, the Group appears to rise up from 

the water.  Whether or not this effect could be seen during the Late 

Classic is, at present, unknown, but it does appear that the Grupo Ritual 

Central was a paved island in the middle of unpaved terrain: test pits in 

and around the Grupo Ritual Central have shown that the areas 
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surrounding it lack plaster floors, and that the dominant color of the 

final phase floor was a yellowish off-white (e.g., see Breuil Martinez et 

al. 2004; Gámez et al. 2007; and Fitzsimmons et al. 2009).  What makes 

the Grupo Ritual Central special, moreover, is that it is characterized by 

at least five rows of alternating altars and stelae which, as shown, front 

Structure 53 and ultimately face the Acropolis.  The upshot of this is that 

a person standing in the Acropolis on a sunny day could, with proper 

placement, view a distant collection of monuments embedded in 

shining off-white plaster (Fitzsimmons 2004). 

! Stela 1 was one of the first monuments to be catalogued by 

Graham in his initial survey, and is at the extreme northwest corner of 

the first row of stelae.  Graham’s drawings, combined with those 
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FIGURE	  4:	  MAP OF THE SITE CENTER OF ZAPOTE BOBAL 
(by Edy Barrios)



produced by the author in 2005 and 2010, reveal 

a familiar figure inscribed upon it (Figure 5):  

Janaab Ti’ O’, this time the subject of a lengthy, 

though partially eroded inscription.11  His birth, 

listed on the right side of Stela 1 in connection to 

an initial series, occurred on 9.10.16.0.19 8 

Kawak 7 K’ank’in (21 November, 648 AD).  A 

Distance Number from this event, listed as 

13.0.14, goes forward in time to 661 AD, but the 

events following the birth—particularly the 

events related on the left side of Stela 1—are not 

clear at this time.12  What is clear is that the last 

legible event on the left side of Zapote Bobal 

Stela 1 took place shortly before Itzamnaaj Ahk 

died on April 23, 663 AD.

! Janaab’ Ti’ O’ would have been almost 15 

years old at that time.  We do not have a clear 

statement of lordship (ajaw) for him as of yet, 

although this is most likely due to poor 

preservation: contextually, the text on Stela 1 is 

not much different in presentation than those 

for other rulers of sites in the Petén, and it 

would not be a stretch to say that he is likely the 

protagonist pictured on the front of the stela.  

Likewise, we cannot be sure if he is the same 

figure featured on K4692: both individuals bear 

glyphs with hieroglyphic elements in their 
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FIGURE	  5:	  
ZAPOTE BOBAL 
STELA 1, RIGHT 
SIDE (by James L. 

Fitzsimmons)



mouths, but are otherwise quite different.  There are two possibilities 

here: (1) it is the same individual, but Janaab Ti’ O’ is a name that was 

taken by him after his accession or formal investiture as a Hiix Witz 

ajaw; or (2) it is not the same person, and the individual on K4692 either 

lived at El Pajaral or did not accede at Zapote Bobal to the benefit of 

Janaab Ti’ O’.

! Whatever his true status, the teenage Janaab Ti’ O’ would have 

grown up in an era of severe change at Zapote Bobal specifically, and for 

the Hiix Witz polity more generally.  We can look at the events 

bracketing his life as a way to understand what he would have seen and 

what his site would been like at the time that Stela 1 was erected.  To 

start, Janaab Ti’ O’ was born at around the same time that the first 

monuments were being produced at Zapote Bobal: the earliest dates we 

have for the site, retrospective or otherwise, fall around 642 and 643 AD.  

The former appears in the Grupo Ritual Central on the eroded Altar C, 

whose Long Count and Period Ending of 9.10.10.0.0 13 Ajaw 18 

K’ank’in (December 4, 642 AD) is barely visible on its rectangular 

surface.  The 643 date, recovered from a stela fragment in the Main 

Plaza13, involves an unknown lord of Hiix Witz celebrating a Period 

Ending on 9.10.11.0.0 9 Ajaw 13 K’ank’in (November 29, 643 AD).  

Janaab’ Ti’ O’, as we should remember, was born in 648.14

! The young subject of the Stela 1 text was likewise born into a 

world that had been recently transformed.  The Acropolis, Structure 65, 

Group B, and the majority of the buildings in and around the site 

epicenter were first built during the Late Classic.  Although small 

quantities of Late Preclassic and Early Classic sherds have been 

recovered from the epicenter, they are primarily mixed with Late Classic 
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fill (there is, for example, no purely Early Classic context in the site core; 

see Gámez et al. 2007)) or are of such low quantities as to suggest small, 

intermittent occupation areas.  Zapote Bobal was simply not an 

important geopolitical location before the Late Classic, and there were 

likely many people around in 648 who remembered a time before the 

site drastically expanded and a royal palace was put into place.

! Finally, the life of Janaab Ti’ O’ was bracketed by two major foreign 

incursions.  At least one of these was military.  A little over one year 

before he was born, on 9.10.14.13.0 10 Ajaw 13 Mol (July 31, 647 AD), a 

Hiix Witz lord named Xukub Chan Ahk was captured by Yaxuun Bahlam 

III (Bird Jaguar III; Figure 6), a rather obscure Yaxchilan ruler whose 

exploits are recorded on Hieroglyphic Stairway 3, Step V (Lopes and 
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FIGURE	  6:	  YAXCHILAN HIEROGLYPHIC STAIRWAY 3 STEP 5, 
A2-B2 (after drawing by Ian Graham 3-3: 171).



Davletshin 2004: 4)15.  It is not clear what site Xukub Chan Ahk is from—

he could be from El Pajaral, for example, as opposed to Zapote Bobal—

or whether he was even a ruler at all, but this first mention of Hiix Witz 

by an Usumacinta site is nevertheless significant, as it highlights the 

entrance of Hiix Witz into the larger political world of the Petén.

! At the other end of the spectrum, a scant twelve years after the 

events listed on Zapote Bobal Stela 1 (Figure 7), we find Hiix Witz 

playing a major role in the well-known struggle between Nuun Ujol 

Chaak of Tikal and B’ajlaj Chan K’awiil of Dos Pilas.  As Federico Fahsen 

et al. (2003) and Stanley Guenter have noted (Guenter 2003: 24), B’ajlaj 

Chan K’awiil was forced to flee Dos Pilas on 9.12.0.8.3 4 Ak’bal 11 

Muwan (December 8, 672) after it was successfully attacked by Nuun 

Ujol Chaak.  After a brief, and fitful, sojourn at the as-yet-undiscovered 
site of Chaahk Naah “Rain-God House”, B’ajlaj Chan K’awiil was forced 

once again to flee.  He took refuge at Hiix Witz, and is known to have 

stayed there in exile from 9.12.1.0.3 9 Ak’bal 6 Yaxk’in (June 27, 673 AD) 

to 9.12.5.10.1 9 Imix 4 Pax (December 21, 677 AD).  This was over five 

years, and the only reason he was able to return was, as Guenter notes 

(2003: 26), because Calakmul intervened directly and forced Nuun Ujol 

Chaak to abandon Dos Pilas.  In the nearby company of Calakmul allies 

like La Florida (Namaan) and El Peru (Waka’; see Guenter 2003: 26), 

B’ajlaj Chan K’awiil might have felt safe. 

! Five years is a long time to wait.  Was B’ajlaj Chan K’awiil biding 

his time at Zapote Bobal?  In truth, given that neither site has yet 

provided clear evidence for his presence,16 one can make the argument 

that he fled to El Pajaral, not Zapote Bobal, which also has a Late Classic 

facet and the Hiix Witz emblem glyph.  However, Zapote Bobal had all 
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the trappings of a centralized Maya center in the Late Classic, whereas 

El Pajaral was fairly decentralized architecturally up until the collapse.  

It lacked the familiar royal palace, large temple-pyramids, and other 

structures essential to centralized kingship in the Petén.  At Pajaral, 

B’ajlaj Chan K’awiil the exile would have been a guest staying in a 

rather small elite compound, whereas at Zapote Bobal he would have 

had the privacy and prestige afforded by a proper palace set apart from 

the everyday comings and goings of the core population.17  Janaab Ti’ O’ 

would have been twenty-four at the time that B’ajlaj Chan K’awiil 

arrived, and one can only imagine what types of local changes—

political, social, and economic, for example—he would have seen in the 

years leading up to this event.  Barring the possibility that B’ajlaj Chan 

K’awiil was actually hiding (the surging geopolitical and perceived 
importance of Hiix Witz notwithstanding), Hiix Witz would have had to 

have been transformed into a suitable place for the exile of an heir to 

Tikal.  Zapote Bobal presents evidence for just such a radical 
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FIGURE 7: DOS PILAS HIEROGLYPHIC WEST STAIRWAY, STEP 5, 
F2 (drawing by James L. Fitzsimmons)



architectural transformation, although to be clear the site of El Pajaral 

has not been adequately investigated by archaeologists.  

! Whether or not B’ajlaj Chan K’awiil actually stayed at Zapote 

Bobal, it is clear that the increased attention to Hiix Witz had 

repercussions long after 677 (not all of it good): it is primarily after this 

point that we find the repeated wars and alliances between Hiix Witz 

and the Usumacinta kingdoms that Hiix Witz is known for.  It is also the 

point at which we find the aforementioned Yuknoom Ch’een of 

Calakmul ‘overseeing’ an event—in the early 680s, on an 

unprovenienced carved stone block—involving a man named Janaab Ti’ 

O’.  Is this the same person as featured on Zapote Bobal Stela 1?  It 

seems likely, given that the figure on Stela 1 would have been in his 

mid-30s.  As such, we may be able to link the block and Janaab Ti’ O’ of 
Zapote Bobal together.  By their association, moreover, we can portray 

Janaab Ti’ O’ of Zapote Bobal as an ally of Calakmul and Dos Pilas, and 

suggest that it was Janaab Ti’ O’ who ruled the Hiix Witz polity when 

B’alaj Chan K’awiil arrived as an exile.   

! If one reflects upon the life and times of Janaab Ti’ O’—twenty-

nine when B’ajlaj Chan K’awiil fled to Hiix Witz—one sees about 30 years 

between the erection of the first monuments at Zapote Bobal and the 

introduction of a powerful, if somewhat bitter, royal guest from an 

embattled major player in the wars between Tikal and Calakmul.  This 

is, without a doubt, an extremely short time to rise to regional 

prominence.  Janaab Ti’ O’ would have grown to manhood seeing 

tremendous upheaval at Zapote, and was in all likelihood involved with 

Hiix Witz being drawn into a web of connections with La Florida, El 

Peru, Dos Pilas, and Calakmul.  He may also, along with a few 
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contemporaries and dynasts, have been responsible for transforming 

Zapote Bobal, and thereby Hiix Witz, into a place worthy of royal exile 

(for what that is worth, of course).  Lest we think the connections 

between Hiix Witz and other sites were unimportant, or at the very least 

liminal, after 677, we might remember the following: one does not 

normally carve the names of insignificant people, even if they are 

captives, in stone.   Hiix Witz—and by extension, probably Zapote Bobal

—was the victim in on-again, off-again skirmishes with places like 

Piedras Negras and Yaxchilan.  But it was a significant enough place to 

deserve mention, and its hapless victims and brides important enough 

to bolster the titles and the prestige of the rulers of other polities.  This 

continued importance of Hiix Witz in the Late Classic was, in part, the 

legacy of Janaab Ti’ O’ of Zapote Bobal.
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1 The Hiix Witz emblem glyph has also been identified at the site of El 

Pajaral by Stuart (2003), although it would appear that Zapote Bobal, 

with its clearly identifiable Acropolis and other diagnostic architecture, 

was the primary center of the polity during the Late Classic.  Hiix Witz 

as a toponym has also been identified at far-flung La Honradez, and 

Houston et al. (2006) have raised the possibility that this was site of the 

origin for the Hiix Witz dynasty.

2 Justin Kerr (www.famsi.org) has suggested that K1186, which lacks 

any reference to Hiix Witz, was made in the same workshop as K8665.

3 Stephen Houston (personal communication) has suggested that the 

circular postfix is read nu-, employed here as disharmony lapses.  I have 

left it as tuun for the sake of clarity, although it is possible that the 

author of this vessel used tun.

4 It seems likely to the author that the canoe glyph is read something 

like ‘descended’ or ‘fell ill’, perhaps a word related to jukub ‘canoe’.

5 All dates in the body of this text are in the Gregorian calendar.

6 The main sign here may, in fact, be b’alam ahk or something similar.

7 If one looks closely at the inscription, it would appear as if there is 

something in the mouth of the Ahk glyph; it is written here as ? Ahk, or 

‘? Turtle’, but the name may be more complex than this. Similarly, the 

individual on Stela 1 is also characterized by a glyph infixed in the 

mouth of the main sign.  Unfortunately, that glyph is eroded. 

http://www.famsi.org
http://www.famsi.org
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8 ‘Body wind’ is more literally translated as ‘flatulence’, and is part of a 

somewhat poetic couplet (Fitzsimmons 2002, 2009).

9 Given that Zapote Bobal is primarily a Late Classic phenomenon, there 

are two candidates for the origins of this Chan Ahk of Hiix Witz.  The 

first is from El Pajaral, where there is a clear Early Classic component 

and the Hiix Witz toponym.  The other, as Houston et al. (2006:7) have 

suggested, is the early site of La Honradez, which may be the original 

home of the Hiix Witz dynasty.

10 Given the arguments following this section, it seems likely that the 

bowl came from Zapote Bobal.

11 His full name is probably between  A7 and B7, and reads ? Chan Wa’ ? 

Ahk. 

12 In part, this is because Stela 1, like many of the stelae at Zapote Bobal, 

was burned annually as a result of modern agricultural activities; the 

succeeding text, located on the back of the stela, was likewise partially 

exposed to fire.  A tunnel excavated by the author under Stela 1 has 

revealed portions of the text and the Hiix Witz emblem glyph, but the 

text immediately following the birth event is not legible.  An accession 

(again, fairly eroded), presumably that of Janaab Ti’ O’, appears on the 

right side of Stela 1 and closes out the text.  

13 Miscellaneous Sculptured Stone 5 (Escultura Miscelanea 5, or EM-5) is 

the top portion of a stelae located in the Main Plaza next to Structure 1; 

the bottom half is not in evidence, and may have been looted from the 

site in times past.  EM-5 was eventually transported by the Project to the 

Tikal Museum during the 2010 season.
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14 Perhaps the individual on EM-5 is his father.

15 There is another  reference to a different Xukub’ Chan Ahk of Hiix Witz 

on Yaxchilan Hieroglyphic Stairway 2, Step 8 (Lopes and Davletshin 

2004:4), dating to the reign of Yaxuun Bahlam IV (Bird Jaguar IV; see 

Stuart 2003).

16 One could say that this is not something that B’ajlaj Chan K’awiil or 

his allies would remember fondly.  It is one thing to erect a record of 

Hiix Witz at Dos Pilas ex post facto, after B’ajlaj Chan K’awiil had 

already returned.  It is another to inscribe humiliation for posterity as it 

is happening.

17 One of the more interesting things about the statement referring to 

B’ajlaj Chan K’awiil at Hiix Witz, on Dos Pilas Hieroglyphic Stairway 2, 

Step 5, is that the final phrase reads t’abay hiix witz ‘it goes up, Hiix 

Witz’.  T’abay is often used in architectural contexts as a way of 

describing things being raised up.  One has to wonder if the reason why 

Zapote Bobal is so different architecturally from El Pajaral is because 

Zapote was transformed, at least partially, by B’ajlaj Chan K’awiil’s 

exile.  Combined with the changes that had already taken place there in 

the 640s, Zapote Bobal may have been a more attractive place, as it 

were, to spend years in exile.
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