
Voting in the Texas Legislature compared to Congress 

What variables affect the way Texas  State Representatives vote?  

Question 

Method & Background 
Studies have shown that campaign contributions to members of the U.S. Congress do not necessarily affect the way they vote. This 

study examines whether this is also true for the Texas Legislature. I will look at the payday lender bill (HB2594, which will regulate 

the industry), where the payday lender industry has contributed more than $1 million dollars to Texas politicians and see if it affected 

the way Texas State Representatives voted. Then I will consider other variables such as the location of pay day lenders, and the 

ideology rating of State Representatives. These payday bills take place in the 82nd Texas Legislature, where the state representative is 

composed of 101 Republicans, and 49 Democrats.  
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Out of the nine state reps who received the most money, 5 voted 

nay and 4 voted yeas. It appears that campaign contributions did 

not affect the voting of these state representatives. Truitt, who 

received the most contribution, actually authored HB 2594, the bill 

trying to regulate the payday industry.  

Analysis 

Statistical Data 
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Overall, 36.46% of Republicans voted against the bills. However, among the 35 

most conservative Republicans, 24 voted nays out of 35, meaning that 68.57% of 

them voted nays. There seems to be some correlation with being very conservative 

and voting nays against the bill. However, after further research, I have found that 

some of these top 35 conservative wanted more regulations against the payday 

lender industry and voted against the bill because it did not go far enough. 

Therefore, it isn’t clear cut if ideology is the reason why the 35 Republicans voted 

nay against the bill.  

 Conclusion  
For some votes, we are not sure why representatives vote the way they do. The two reasons are because we do not know what the vote means in 

that particular case and we couldn’t find any independent variable that can explain the voting for the representatives. For the case of the payday 

lender bill, it is unclear what the bill is meant to do, since it appeared to be a bill for the purpose of regulating the payday lender industry. 

However, it appears to have very little teeth and regulatory power. Also the three independent variables I tested did not seem to strongly affect 

the dependent variable. 
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You can see that they are mostly located in the big cities: 

Houston and Dallas. The votes from State Representatives 

in these two cities are as followed. Houston: 9 yeas, 4 nays. 

Dallas: 6 yeas, 4 nays. We can see that the votes were split 

within Dallas and Houston, thus debunking my hypothesis 

about the locations of the payday lenders being a variable.  
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