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BACKGROUND:

The ruins of Santa Rosa Xtampak are situated near the northeastern edge of the

Chenes archaeologocal region, close to the border between the present-day states of

Campeche and Yucatan, Mexico (fig. 1). The ruins were first brought to the attention

of the outside world by John Lloyd Stephens and Frederick Catherwood, who visited the

site in 1841. They spent most of their energies on the three-story "Palace" structure

and Catherwood's etching (fig. 2a) is the earliest known view of this remarkable

structure; Maler's photo (1891) of the same facade is shown in figure 2b. After two

unsuccessful attempts in 1887, Teobert Maler finally reached the site in 1891 and his

report (Maler (1902) includes floor plans, section, and details of the same building

(fig. 3). In addition, Maler included descriptions of the Building with the Serpent

Mouth Facade (Building of the Room with the Half Vault), The Red House and Adjacent

Building, and the Southwest Building. H.E.D. Pollock and Henry Roberts of the

Carnegie Institution of Washington made a more extensive exploration of the site in

1936 and Pollock's report (1970) includes brief descriptions and some details of most

of the standing architecture. George Brainerd, Ralph Roys, and Karl Ruppert, also

representing the Carnegie Institution, visited the site in 1949 and the site map

prepared by them was first published by Pollock in 1970. In 1969, Evan DeBloois and

Richard Stamps, representing the New World Archaeological Foundation, spent ten

weeks at the site studying the hydrology and architecture (Stamps, 1972). Their map

of the site amends the earlier Roys-Ruppert map but repeats some basic errors from

the latter. Potter (1977:108-111) summarized the data provided earlier by Maler,

Pollock and Stamps but his review did not include any drawings or photographs. I

visited the site on four separate occasions (1969, 1978, 1986, 1987) in order to obtain

detailed architectural data on all exposed building remains.

SITE DESCRIPTION:

The map included in the present study is based on the Stamps-DeBloois map, which has

been amended to show corrected plans of the Building with the Serpent Mask, The Red

House and Adjacent Building, The Cuartel, and the Southeast Quadrangle (fig. 5). As

shown on this revised map, the central core area covers an area of about 750 meters

from east to west and 600 meters from north to south. The structures shown are sited

on top of a large hill, about 35-40 meters high, which has been artificially leveled and

terraced on top. The hill drops off sharply on the east and south sides and there is a

good sized bajo at the base of the hill on the east side. Most of the structures in the

core area are organized into a series of quadrangular complexes which define a series
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of interconnected courts and plazas, although there are four somewhat more isolated

groups along the western edge (North Group, Northwest Group, West Group and

Southwest Group). A broad sacbe, with an altar near its eastern end, connects the

large pyramidal structure in the Northwest Group with the Palace plaza. A small

ballcourt is situated just south of the South Range of the East Plaza. Eight carved

and dated stelae were found on the eastern side of the South Plaza (Pollock, 1970) but

they are all badly eroded and only two (Stelae 5 and 7) offer secure dates (Morley,

1956). A large number of chultunes, together with a few shallow wells, are scattered

throughout the site with the greatest concentration in the western and northern

sectors.

In his review of Chenes architecture, Pollock (1970) suggested that the orderly

and compact arrangement of contiguous courts and plazas exhibited by the major

complexes at Santa Rosa Xtampak is unlike that of most sites in the northern Maya

area and more like sites in the northern part of the Peten area to the south. I am

inclined to agree with the latter statement but disagree with the former since I find

much in common between the organization of the major structures at Santa Rosa

Xtampak with those of some of the larger sites in the Puuc region such as Uxmal,

Kabah, and X'Corralche, where numerous quadrangular groupings are also found. More

important, however, is the fact that the compact and "closed" quadrangular

organization found at Santa Rosa differs considerably from the rather "open" and

dispersed organization found at other large Chenes sites such as Dzibilnocac,

Tabasqueno, and Pakchen. Thus, its site organization, plus the large number of

chultunes, suggest important ties between the Chenes region and the Puuc region to

the north, at least as far as Santa Rosa Xtampak is concerned. This is not at all

surprising given its location at the northernmost edge of the Chenes region where

maximum contact would likely occur.
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THE PALACE
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PALACE:

The three story building known as the Palace, first seen by Stephens and Catherwood

in 1841, is unquestionably the most unusual structure still standing at Santa Rosa

Xtampak. By any standard, this is a large and impressive building and for once the

term "palace" seems to be an appropriate descriptive appelation. There are twenty-

seven rooms on the ground level, twelve on the second level, including the two one-

room buildings at the southeast and southwest corners, and five on the third level,

making a total of forty-four rooms in all (fig. 5). A broad stairway on the east side

leads from the plaza level to a doorway in the free-standing wall at the head of the

stairs, giving access to the open courtyard and rooms behind (fig. 6). There is no

indication that this stairway would allow access to the second level nor is there any

real indication of secondary stairways on the west side leading to the second level

as suggested by Pollock (1970:47). The interior stairways, starting in Rooms 6 and 10

on the ground floor, wind up through all three levels, providing the only visible means

of reaching the second level. At the second and third levels, these stairways open

directly to the exterior, in contrast to the ground floor where it is necessary to pass

through anterooms before gaining access to the stairways.

The organization of the rooms on the ground floor is unusual since all of the

rooms, with the exception of the three central rooms on the west side, consist of

"suites" of two, three and four interconnected rooms (fig. 5a). Six rooms (Rooms 3,

15, 17, 18, 24, 26) contain benches of the kind that are generally thought to be

sleeping platforms and all of these are interior rooms. The four-room suites at the

northern and southern ends were singled out for special attention since the outermost

gallery-like rooms (Rooms 16 and 25) have sculptured panels centered between the

doorways to the rear rooms (fig. 7) and there are groups of three inset colonnettes on

the west and east sides of these doorways. The central colonnette of both groups is

covered with relief carvings (Pollock, 1970: fig. 73). The pier-like doorjambs of the

outer rooms, and presumably the central piers as well, show recessed panels and

capitals with Puuc-like profiles (fig. 8).

The rooms on the second level, which are the least accessible, are quite spacious

and six of the eight rooms have multiple doorways, which is seemingly at odds with

the level of privacy afforded by the restricted access system (fig. 5b). The free

standing rooms at the southeast and southwest corners seem almost "symbolic" since

the space in front of the doorways is too narrow to allow entry from the adjacent

terraces. Given Stephens (1843) description of the "tower-like" buildings on the

second level, with their "rich ornaments in stucco", I am inclined to believe that both
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might well have carried large zoomorphic masks on their east facades, and that there

were non-functional stairways in front, now fallen or covered with debris, creating

modified Rio Bee style "symbolic" pyramid-temples similar to the variant Chenes

forms seen at Hochob, Tabasqueno, and Dzibilnocac.

The rooms on the third level, which can be reached by means of both the interior

stairways on the west side and the monumental stairway on the east side, seem to

represent the "ceremonial" portion of the building (fig. 5c). Both the courtyard and

the room behind seem ideally suited for formal rituals involving processionals

proceeding up the stairway and into a sacred precinct while the general populace

watched from the plaza below. I would go so far as to suggest that the central portion

of the east facade was conceived as a symbolic pyramid-temple in which the

monumental east stairway with its stepped ramps represent the "pyramid" while the

free-standing wall on the third level, with its portal surrounded by a gigantic

zoomorphic mask, represents the "temple" (fig. 9). The combined stairway and

symbolic temple (wall with mask) have the same steep-sided tower-like configuration

as seen in typical Rio Bee tower forms (Andrews and Gendrop, 1987).

In virtually every respect, the three-story Palace is a unique building which has

no real counterparts elsewhere in the Chenes region itself. The monumental stairway

on the east side, leading to a portal in a free-standing wall with an open court behind,

immediately calls to mind Structure IV at Becan, however, which shows a very similar

organization (fig. 10). The Palace also shows a vague similarity to the three-story

Palace at Sayil, although the latter is larger and lacks the open courtyard on the third

level at the head of the main stairway. Perhaps the most unique aspect of the Palace

at Santa Rosa is that it appears to have been conceived at the outset as a multi-story

structure, in contrast to multi-level buildings elsewhere in which the various levels

were accretions over time. This is particularly noticeable in the Palace at Sayil,

where the architectural and decorative features of the facades on the various levels

are considerably different. In contrast, the architectural and decorative features on

all three levels of the Palace at Santa Rosa are virtually identical and there are only

minor variations in the details of base, medial, and cornice moldings. The interior

stair system also points to an initial three-story conception as it is difficult to see

how these stairways could have been added at a later date.

Several architectural features have been incorporated into this building which

seem to anticipate certain elements of the classic Puuc architectural styles. These

include the column-like piers creating the multiple doorways to several of the exterior

rooms on all three levels, the groups of long colonnettes used as decorative forms in
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Rooms 16 and 25 on the first level, and the three-member base moldings on the two

free-standing buildings on the second level with continuous rows of colonettes in the

central member. Other unusual architectural features include the numerous recessed

wall panels which are particularly prominent on the west side of the rooms on the

third level (fig. 11). Pollock (1970) alluded to these features as "false" doorways but

this interpretation is incorrect inasmuch as the recesses are set well above the floor

line and do not have wooden lintels as do symbolic doorways elsewhere. It is possible

that these recesses once contained decorative elements executed in stucco but if so,

no traces remain.

Because of the unquestionable "palatial" appearance of this remarkable building,

it is tempting to accept this designation out of hand without asking for any proof.

Unfortunately, there is little to go on in the way of hard data which has any reference

to the function(s) of the various rooms. The circulation system does, however,

establish a fairly clear hierarchy in terms of the degree of privacy or difficulty of

entry with regard to the rooms on the several levels. The rooms on the second level

are the most difficult to reach and access is easily controlled by means of the

interior stair system. The rooms on the third level can be reached from either the

interior or exterior stairways, but here again, checkpoints are provided at the points

of entry. The outermost rooms on the ground level open directly to the plaza level and

are therefore the easiest to reach and the least private. The inner rooms are well

protected, however, and are well suited for more private activities. None of the

above tells us very much about the specific functions of the rooms on different levels

but the obvious advantages afforded by the restrictive access system could be put to

use in a variety of ways. While we will probably never know exactly how the

individual rooms were used, it is impossible to imagine the Palace as anything other

than an elite residential-ceremonial-administrative structure where the highest

ranking members of the ruling class at Santa Rosa Xtampak held sway.
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Fig. 2. Three-story Palace, West Facade, a. Drafting ba Frederick Cather-

ood; b. Photo by Teobert Haler from 1891.
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Fig. 3. Three-story Palace. Floor plans and details by Teobert Maler, 1891.

11



Ground Floor Pl

Fig. 5. Three-story Palace

Floor Plans.

a. Ground level

b. Second Level

c. Third level

Third Floor p
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Fig. 6. Three-story Palace, a. East Elevation (restored); b. West Elevation (restored)
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Fig. 7. THREE-STORY PALACE. SCULPTURED PANELS IN ROOM 25.

Drawing by Frederick Catherwood

Fig. 8. THREE-STORY PALACE.

Piers with Puuc-like capitals,

entrance to Room 25
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Fig. 9. PALACE. Central stairway and free-standing wall on

third level with zoomorphic mask. a. Restored view,

b. Photo from 1978
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Fig. 10. BECAN, Structure IV. Plan at upper level (Level 4)
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Fig. 11. PALACE - RECESSED PANELS IN LOWER WALLS, THIRD LEVEL,

a. View from below; b. view at third level.
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M O N S T E R-M ASK BUILDING
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SITE: SANTA ROSA XTAMPAK DATE: 3/6/86

STRUCTURE: BUILDING WITH SERPENT-MOUTH FACADE (Building of the Room

with the Half Vault)

BACKGROUND: As with the Cuartel. there is some confusion in both the Maler and Pol

lock reports regarding this structure. Maler (1902) who called it "The Building of the Room

with the Half Vault", mistakenly placed it north of the Palace. He also thought there were

rooms in the rear but his rear "rooms" are actually the remains of a projecting stairway.

(See below]. Pollock (1970) was correct in placing it northeast of the Palace but was un

able to locate it on the Brainerd-Roys-Ruppert map. Pollock also included a sketch plan

which fails to recognize that the room with the "serpent-mouth facade" projects out in

front of the adjacent rooms. Stamps (1972) included a partial plan, section, and eleva

tion which are more nearly correct but I have made new drawings, amending omissions

in Stamps' drawings, based on data obtained in 1986 and 1987.

GENERAL DESCRIPTION: Only three rooms of what was obviously a larger building are

now standing and the form and size of the original structure is difficult to discern. The

site map indicates that the portion still standing is part of a large. L-shaped structure with

the leg of the L running north-south. Room with half-vault and monster-mask facade is

near the center of the main wing which runs east-west. I cannot verify the L-shape shown

on map but my notes indicate that there are additional rooms, now fallen, west of the pro

jecting room with half vault but there may have been only one room to the east. (See plan].

Projecting mass behind room with half-vault appears to be the remains of a stairway lead

ing to the roof. West and east walls of projecting stairway are faced with roughly dressed

rectangular blocks, similar in all respects to those seen in walls of projecting stairways

of the Cuartel.

ORIENTATION: 194 degrees magnetic, perpendicular to main facade.
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BUILDING WITH SERPENT MOUTH FACADE (Building of the Room with Half Vault)

At the present time, only three rooms of what was clearly a larger building are still

standing, and the form of the original structure is difficult to discern due to its

advanced state of collapse. The site map (fig. 4) suggests that the portion still

standing is part of a larger L-shaped building with the leg of the L running north-

south. The room with the half-vault and monster-mask facade is shown near the

center of the main wing, which runs east-west. I cannot verify the L-shape shown on

the map but my notes do indicate that there were additional rooms west of Room 1

although there may have been only one room to the east (fig. 12). The projecting mass

behind the room with half vault, which Maler (1902) mistakenly believed were rooms,

is actually the remains of a stairway leading to the roof. The east and west walls of

this projecting stairway were faced with roughly dressed rectangular blocks, similar

in all respects to those seen in the outer walls of the projecting stairways of the

north and west ranges of the Cuartel.

The most outstanding feature of this building is the large zoomorphic mask

surrounding the doorway to Room 2, which projects out from the adjacent facades for a

distance of about .65 meters, creating a typical Chenes-type three-part facade (figs.

13 & 14). The lower portion of this mask is covered with debris and it is quite

possible that the lower jaw was situated at the outer edge of a projecting platform in

front as at Hochob (Structures 1 & 2) and Chicanna (Structures II 6c XX). This mask

is very similar to the one surrounding the entrance to the courtyard on the third level

of the Palace (fig. 9) and both are composed of forms that are more rectilinear than

those found in the Rio Bee region, which can be characterized as curvilinear.

While the three-part facade and zoomorphic mask around the doorway to Room 2

are essentially Chenes in character, as are the medial and cornice moldings which

carry groups of three inset colonnettes in the lower member, the groups of three

colonnettes in the upper wall zone (fig. 15) are more Puuc-like, as this detail is

rarely found on classic Chenes buildings elsewhere.
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BUILDING WITH SERPENT-MOUTH FACADE
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Fig. 12.

BUILDING WITH SERPENT-MOUTH FACADE

(Red House 4 Adjacent Building below)
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SITE: SANTA ROSA XTAMPAK DATE: 3/6/86

STRUCTURE: BUILDING WITH SERPENT-MOUTH FACADE

EXTERIOR DETAILS: Details below are for south facade

BASE MOLDING: No data - covered with debris

LOWER WALLS:

Height: Unknown - lower portion covered with debris

Stonework: Walls faced with small blocks, varying in size. .1 1-.30 m. high .

Thickness: Exterior wall. Room 1 - .49 m. thick. Rear wall = .78 m. thick.

Decoration: Large zoomorphic mask around doorway to Room 2. Walls of

adjacent rooms are plain.

DOORWAYS:

Shape: Rectangular

Jambs: Jambs faced with small blocks, similar to those used in wall facings.

Lintels: No data - fallen

MEDIAL MOLDING:

Form: Two members -

groups of three colonnettes in lower member.

Size: Total height - .09 m. high, lower member - .35 m. high. Colonnettes .13 m.

in diameter, .16 m. high.

Projection: Lower member projects .20 m. beyond wall below.

UPPER WALLS:

Height: .79 m.
-

top of medial molding to bottom of cornice.

Decoration: Groups of three inset colonnettes, alternating with plain areas in

facades of Rooms 1 and 3.

Stonework: Same as in lower walls.

Other: Large zoomorphic mask above doorway to Room 2.

CORNICE:

Form: Three members. Lower two members same as medial molding with out

ward sloping coping member above. Groups of three inset colonnettes in lower

member.

Size: Lower two members = .44 m. high.

Projection: Lower member projects Jim. beyond wall below.

ROOF STRUCTURE: Possible superstructure (platform) above Room 2, which could be

reached from stairway at rear.

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: Classic Chenes style.

22



.? I- T^ ^r'

- -^
v5.

" ~$ i

m

rvv . - -<**T'i^_<rr 1wT

Fig. 13. Building with Serpent-Mouth Facade. Detail of mask around

doorway to room with half-vault (room 2)

Fig. 14 . Building with Serpent-Mouth Facade.

Portion of south facade (restored).
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Fig. 15. BUILDING WITH SERPENT-MOUTH FACADE. Detail

of upper wall showing inset colonnettes.
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SITE: SANTA RPRA XTAMPAK DATE; yfi/fln

STRUCTURE: BUILDING WITH SERPENT-MOUTH FACADE

INTERIOR DETAILS: Room 1

DIMENSIONS:

Length: 3.24 m.

Width: 2.71 m.

WALLS:

Height: Unknown -

room partly filled with debris.

Thickness: Front wall - .49 m. thick. Rear wall - .78 m. thick.

Stonework: Walls faced with small blocks, varying in size.

Doorway: Fallen, except for east jamb. East jamb faced with small blocks,

similar to those used in wall facings.

Rod Sockets: No data

Cordholders: No data

Rings: None

Platforms: No data

Other: 1.44 m.
- east jamb to dividing wall to Room 2.

VAULTS:

Springline Offset: .07 m., long walls. No offset in end walls.

Height: 1.04 m.
-

springline to bottom of capstones.

Form: Vault faces have straight sides.

Stonework: Vaults faced with roughly dressed slabs.

Capstones: Capstone span .40 m. Stucco molding below capstones, ,10 m. high.

Crossbeams: Single crossbeams near ends of room, just below springline. Additional

row of crossbeams .20 m. below capstones.

Other: Front wall and east end wall mostly fallen.

OBSERVATIONS: Rather small room, showing typical classic Chenes details.
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SANTA ROSA XTAMPAK DATE: 3/6/86

STRUCTURE: BUILDING WITH SERPENT-MOUTH FACADE

INTERIOR DETAILS: ROOM 2

DIMENSIONS:

Length: 3.87 m.

Width: 1.B5 m. at top. 2.03 m. at bottom

WALLS:

Height: Unknown room partly filled with debris.

Thickness: .71 m. at doorjamb.

Stonework: Walls faced with small blocks, about .20 m. deep.

Doorway: Doorway = 1.42 m. wide. Jambs faced with small blocks, similar to

those used in wall facings.

Rod Sockets: None

Cordholders: Finger-type cordholders high and low. both sides of doorway.

Rings: None

Wall Openings: None

Platforms: No data

Observations: Additional wall, with h vault above, added in front of rear wall.

VAULTS:

Springline Offset: .05 m., long walls. No offset in end walls.

Height: 1.27 m.
-

springline to bottom of capstones.

Form: Face of rear "vault" is vertical. Face of front portion with slight curvature.

Stonework: Original vault faced with eight courses of slabs.

Capstones: Capstone span
- .50 m.

Crossbeams: Single crossbeams near ends of room - .54 m. below springline. One

additional crossbeam near center of room. .25 m. below capstones.

Observations: The so-called half-vault, which was added later in front of rear wall.

has a vertical face (see section].

26



SITE: SANTA ROSA XTAMPAK BUILDING: MONSTER-MASK BLDG. DATE: 3/6/86

SANTA ROSA XTAMPAK, MONSTER-MASK BUILDING

Section thru Room 2
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SITE: SANTA ROSA XTAMPAK DATE: 3/6/86

STRUCTURE: BUILDING WITH SERPENT-MASK FACADE

INTERIOR DETAILS: ROOM 3

DIMENSIONS:

Length: Unknown -

east end wall now fallen

Width: 2.30 m.

WALLS:

Height: Unknown -

room partly filled with debris.

Thickness: Front wall - .76 m. thick at doorjamb

Stonework: Walls faced with small blocks, similar to those in other rooms.

Doorways: No data - fallen

Rod Sockets: No data

Cordholders: No data

Rings: None

Wall Openings: No data

Platforms: No data

Observations: Room mostly fallen

VAULTS:

Springline Offset: .05 m.
-

long walls. No offset in end walls.

Height: .90 m.
-

springline to bottom of capstones.

Form: Vault faces have slight curvature.

Stonework: Vaults faced with seven courses of slab to wedge-shaped stones.

Capstones: Capstones about ,15 m. thick. Capstone span
- .66 m.

Crossbeams: Single crossbeams .30 m. from end walls. .15 m. below springline.
Additional crossbeam .20 m. below capstones. .91 m. from dividing wall to Room 2.

Observations: Vault mostly fallen.
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SITE: SANTA ROSA XTAMPAK BUILDING: MONSTER-MASK BLDG. DATE: 3/6/86

SANTA ROSA XTAMPAK, MONSTER-MASK BUILDING

Section thru Room 3
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RED HOUSE AND ADJACENT BUILDING
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SITE: SANTA ROSA XTAMPAK DATE: 3/6/86

STRUCTURE: RED HOUSE

BACKGROUND: Maler [1902] referred briefly to two parallel buildings which he said

were northwest of "the Building of the Room with the Half-Vault" and his description

bears repeating:

Also not far distant, in a somewhat northwesterly direction, I found two para-

lel structures, the rear walls of which were only 1 meter apart. Both had only

one row of rooms, and in both, unfortunately, the facades were destroyed. The

exterior of the best preserved building was painted entirely red. I, therefore

gave it the name "the red house" (La Casa Colorado).

Maler was mistaken in placing these buildings northwest of the "half-vault building"

since the north end of the Red House is less than three meters south of the former.

The Red House is the western building of this pair and I am calling its' companion to

the east the "Building Adjacent to the Red House".
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THE RED HOUSE AND ADJACENT BUILDING:

The building Maler (1902) called the "Red House", and the Adjacent Building, are

situated less than three meters south of the Building with the Serpent Mask Facade.

They form a curious pair since their rear walls are separated by a space less than one

meter wide (fig. 16). The Red House has three rooms in line, with doorways on the

west side, while the Adjacent Building is L-shaped, with the long leg of the L parallel

to the Red House. The lower walls of both buildings are somewhat similar since both

feature plain walls with groups of three good sized colonnettes at the corners (fig.

17). The Red House also has two similar colonnettes centered in the south end wall.

The designs of their upper wall zones differ considerably, however, as can be seen in

figure 18. The upper facade of the Red House is much like the upper facades seen in

the Palace, Cuartel, and adjacent Serpent-Mask building, which all show two-member

medial moldings, a slightly sloping wall above, topped off with a three-member cornice

molding (fig. 19). In contrast, the Adjacent Building has no real medial molding; the

projecting upper wall slopes upward with no break till it reaches the cornice molding

(fig. 19). This profile is very unusual for a Chenes style building but similar profiles

can be seen on a number of Early Puuc style buildings to the north.

0 1 2 FT.

0 .25 0.5 M.

I I I

Fig. 17. RED HOUSE AND ADJACENT BUILDING

Detail of Corner Columns
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BUILDING WITH SERPENT-MOUTH FACADE
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Fig. 16.

RED HOUSE AND ADJACENT BUILDING

FLOOR PLANS
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RED HOUSE 4 ADJACENT BUILDING
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SITE: SANTA ROSA XTAMPAK DATE:
3/6/86

STRUCTURE: RED HOUSE

GENERAL DESCRIPTION: Three-room building about 17.33 meters long and 3.80 meters

deep, with doorways facing west. Front wall has completely collapsed and no data is a-

vailable on main facade or doorways. Rear wall, which is mostly intact, is less than one

meter from rear wall of adjacent building. Red paint observed by Maler now mostly gone.

ORIENTATION: 2B4 degrees magnetic, perpendicular to main facade.

BASE MOLDING: No data - covered with debris.

LOWER WALLS:

Height: Unknown

Stonework: Walls faced with squarish blocks, moderately well cut-and-dressed.

Decoration Three large 3/4 round columns at northwest corner; southwest corner

probably carried similar columns. Pair of colonnettes near center of south end wall.

about .33 meters in diameter.

DOORWAYS: Collapsed
-

no data.

MEDIAL MOLDING:

Form: Two-member molding
-

rectangular upper member with apron-type member

below.

Size: Total height
- .46 m. Upper member .075 m. high.

Projection: Lower member projects .16 m. beyond wall below.

UPPER WALL:

Height: .B1 m.
-

top of medial molding to bottom of cornice.

Decoration: None, except for red paint.

Stonework: Three courses of moderately well-cut squarish blocks.

Other: Upper wall slopes back about .14 m. from bottom to top.

CORNICE:

Form: Three members. Lower two members same as medial molding with addition

of outward sloping coping member above.

Size: Lower two members - .47 m. high.

Projection: Lower member projects ,10 m. beyond wall below.

ROOF STRUCTURE: None

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: Classic Chenes style. Details of medial and cornice moldings

and sloping upper wall very similar to facades of Cuartel and adjacent Serpent-Mouth

building.
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SITE: SANTA ROSA XTAMPAK DATE 3/6/86

STRUCTURE: RED HOUSE

INTERIOR DETAILS: ROOM 3

DIMENSIONS:

Length: 4.79 m.

Width: 2.49 m.

WALLS:

Height: Unknown -

room partly filled with debris.

Thickness: South wall = .57 m. thick. Rear wall is .68 m. thick.

Doorway: No data -

doorway completely fallen.

Other: Front wall and vault above entirely collapsed. Few details visible.

VAULT:

Springline Offset: .07 m.
-

long walls. No offsets in end walls.

Height: 1.52 m.
-

springline to bottom of capstones.

Form: Vault faces show slight curvature.

Stonework: Vault faced with ten courses of wedge-shaped stones. Exposed
face cut to slope of vault.

Capstones: Capstone span - .58 m.

Crossbeams: Single crossbeams near ends of room - 35 m. to center below spring-
line. Additional crossbeams ,15 m. above springline and .25 m. below capstones.

Other: Front portion of vault completely fallen.

OBSERVATIONS: Details of Rooms 1 and 2 similar to those seen in Room 3.
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SITE: SANTA ROSA XTAMPAK DATE 3/6/86

STRUCTURE: BUILDING ADJACENT TO RED HOUSE

GENERAL DESCRIPTION: L-shaped building with three rooms. Most of the rear wall

is intact but front walls and vaults completely collapsed. North end wall sets back a-

bout 2.43 meters from north end wall of Red House.

ORIENTATION: 104 degrees magnetic, perpendicular to front wall.

BASE MOLDING: No data. Covered with debris.

LOWER WALLS:

Height: Unknown

Stonework: Same as Red House.

Decoration: Groups of three colonnettes at northeast corner and in interior corner

between Rooms 1 and 2.

DOORWAYS: Collapsed
-

no data.

MEDIAL MOLDING: No real medial molding since sloping upper wall makes a smooth

surface from projection at bottom to bottom of cornice molding.

UPPER WALL:

Height: 1.27 m. from projection at bottom to bottom of cornice.

Decoration: None

Stonework: 5 courses of squarish blocks, moderately well-cut.

Other: Upper wall projects .16 m. beyond wall below. Upper wall slopes back about

,15 m. from bottom to top.

CORNICE:

Form: Probably three members, same as in Red House, but only lower member now

in place.

Size: Unknown

Projection: .10 m. at bottom of lower member.

ROOF STRUCTURE: None

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: Chenes-Puuc style (?]. Lack of medial molding unusual

for Chenes style building and seems to anticipate Chenes-Puuc and Puuc styles where

similar profiles are occasionally found.

NOTES: Building is badly collapsed and no real data on interiors available.
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SOUTHWEST BUILDING
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SITE: SANTA ROSA XTAMPAK DATE: 5/6/87

STRUCTURE: SOUTHWEST BUILDING (Edifice with the Serpent's Heads]

GENERAL DESCRIPTION: As shown on the Stamps-DeBloois map. the Southwest Build

ing is situated some 100 meters southwest of the three-story palace (fig. 4). Their plan

of this complex shows a six room (perhaps eight room], L-shaped building with a large

platform behind (to the north). Maler (1902:228), who was the first person to report on

this structure, called it "the edifice with the serpent's heads" because of two mask pan

els on either side of a doorway featuring three serpent's heads placed one above the ot

her. Pollock (1970] visited and photographed the same building in 1936, although he mis

takenly placed it southeast of the palace rather than southwest. Both the Maler and Pol

lock photos show a portion of a lower wall with a panel of stacked masks adjacent to a

doorway very similar to those found on the east and west wings of the North range of the

Cuartel. In both photos, a large, three-quarter round corner column of the kind seen in

the Cuartel and the Southeast Quadrangle can also be seen (Pollock. 1970: fig. B2]. Since

last seen by Pollock fifty years ago. the facade with the masks has collapsed and. at the

time of my first visit to the site in 1969, only a small portion of a different wall with one

inset colonnette was still visible.

ARCHITECTURAL DATA: I have no data on this complex nor was Pollock's photo ac

companied by any data. Maler's description is therefore worth repeating:

'To the southwest of the temple-palace , and this too was quite near / found

on an extensive, much ruined edifice, a remnant of an interesting facade, which

had the following form: on each of two sides to an entrance in the mural sur

faces, an ornament was placed consisting of three serpent's heads placed one

above the other. I was rather astonished at this, for I had already counted Xlab-

pak of Santa Rosa, like Itsimte, Chunhuhub, Dsecilna, and others, among those

cities where these serpent's heads with their probosces were not used at all or

very rarely. To this building I gave the name "the edifice with the serpent's

heads."
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SITE: SANTA ROSA XTAMPAK DATE 3/18/87

STRUCTURE: CUARTEL

BACKGROUND: Because there is some confusion in the literature about this complex,

both in regard to its location and form, it seems worthwhile to review the earlier des

criptions in some detail. John Lloyd Stephens (1841) was the first person to take note

of this unusual quadrangle and his description bears repeating:

....we saw through the trees the comer of a large building, which proved to be

a great parallelogram, enclosing a hollow square. In the center of the front

range a grand but ruined staircase ascended from the ground to the top of the

building, and, crossing the flat roof, we found a corresponding staircase leading

down into the courtyard. The richest ornaments were on the side facing the

courtyard, being of stucco, and on each side of the staircase were some of new

but curious design, but, unfortunately, they were all in a ruinous condition. The

whole courtyard was overgrown, so that the buildings facing it were but indis

tinctly visible, and in some places not at alL

Maler [1902] spent several days at the site but apparently did not see any part of the

Cuartel. Pollock (1970] provided a brief description of the North range of the Cuartel.

including drawings and photographs, but was uncertain of its location, believing that it

was directly north of the ballcourt. As we know now, it is about 100 meters northeast

of the Palace and northwest of the East Plaza, which Pollock mistakenly assumed was

the courtyard of the Cuartel.

Stamps [1972] provided the most detailed data on the Cuartel to date and his des

cription included a plan, sections, and restored elevations of the North range. I inves

tigated the Cuartel on four separate occasions [1969, 1978, 19B6, 1987] and my notes

include detailed data from the East, West, and South ranges, in addition to the North

range.

GENERAL DESCRIPTION: The complex of structures commonly called the Cuartel

is represented by a large quadrangle with long ranges of rooms on all four sides of a

level courtyard. The north, west, and east ranges feature broad stairways on both the

court and exterior sides which rise to the roof level of the rooms below while the south

range lacks this feature. Both the Brainerd-Roys-Ruppert map and the later Stamps-

DeBloois map are in error since both show the north and west ranges as an L-shaped

structure with the south and east ranges as separate, detached structures, whereas in

fact the north, west, and south ranges form a U-shaped structure with closed interior

corners, and only the east range is an independent unit [fig. 20],The north, west, and
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SITE: SANTA ROSA XTAMPAK DATE 3/18/87

STRUCTURE: CUARTEL [continued]

south ranges were formed by single rows of rooms while the east range consisted of two

parallel rows of rooms. Much of the north range is still intact, as are small portions of

the west range, but the south and east ranges are now only mounds of debris with no walls

or vaults exposed. The courtyard itself measures 145 feet from north to south [face of

north range to face of south range) and 175 feet from east to west (face of west range

to edge of terrace in front of east range].
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CUARTEL:

The complex of structures commonly called the Cuartel is represented by a large

quadrangle with long ranges of rooms on all four sides of a level courtyard (fig. 20).

The north, west and east ranges feature broad stairways on both the court and exterior

sides which rise to the roof level of the adjacent rooms while the south range lacks

this feature. Both the Brainerd-Roys-Ruppert map and the later Stamps -DeBloo is map

are in error since both show the north and west ranges as an L-shaped structure with

the south and east ranges as separate, detached structures, whereas in fact the north,

west and south ranges form a U-shaped structure with closed interior corners, and

only the east range is an independent unit. The north, west, and south ranges were

formed by single rows of rooms while the east range consisted of two parallel rows of

rooms. Much of the north range is still intact, as are small portions of the west

range, but the south and east ranges are now only mounds of debris with no walls or

vaults exposed. The courtyard itself measures 44.2 meters from north to south (face

of north range to face of south range) and 53.3 meters from east to west (face of west

range to edge of terrace in front of east range).

NORTH RANGE:

The North Range of the Cuartel consists of two wings of three rooms each, separated

by a higher central section with broad, projecting stairways on both the court and rear

sides (fig. 20). The stairways lead to an upper level where the amount of debris piled

above the normal roof level of the adjacent wings indicates the former presence of a

superstructure, perhaps in the form of a small building. If the latter suggestion

proves to be the case, the central section here might well have been similar to the

central "pyramid-temple" configurations found at Structure 1 at Tabasqueno, Structure

A-l at Dzibilnocac and Structure 1 at Xkichmook.

The main (south) facades of the east and west wings of this range are nearly

identical. Each wing has three rooms and the facades of the central rooms are set

back from the facades of the adjacent rooms, creating typical three-part Chenes

facades (fig. 21). This articulation is further emphasized by the fact that the

facades of each section are separated by a recessed area and the two adjacent corners

of the upper facade feature outset panels which project out several centimeters from

the normal plane of the upper wall (fig. 22). The facades of the central rooms are

given special treatment since the medial moldings break up over doorways below (fig.

23) and there are inset panels of masks on both sides of the doorway (fig. 24). The

upper walls have a slight inward slope which is a typical Chenes detail.
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Other decorative features include inset colonnettes in the lower walls, large

corner columns formed with small stones, groups of three inset colonnettes in both

medial and cornice moldings, and projecting stones set on top of the medial molding

and in the lower member of the cornice (figs. 25 6c 26). The latter are assumed to

have supported stucco sculptures, now fallen. All of these details are typical for the

classic Chenes architectural style with the exception of the stacked mask panels,

which are rarely found on Chenes buildings although they are found in some numbers

on Rio Bee style buildings.

Mention should also be made of some curious decorative elements found in the

debris in front of Room 5. These consist of four spools of two different sizes of the

kind that are commonly used in "banded colonnettes" in the classic Puuc Collonnette

and Mosaic architectural style (fig. 27). I can offer no logical explanation as to

where these spools could have been placed in the facade of Room 5 or the adjacent

rooms and it is possible that they were transported to the Cuartel from some other

part of the site.

WEST RANGE:

The West Range consists of two wings (north and south) separated by broad, projecting

stairways on both the court and rear sides (fig. 20). Portions of both interior

corners on the court side are still intact showing clearly that the North and South

ranges were joined directly to the West Range, the whole forming a large U-shaped

structure (fig. 28). There is some uncertainty about the number of rooms in each

wing, since both are mostly fallen, but I believe there were three rooms in each wing,

with the central rooms set back slightly from the two rooms on either side. Evidence

for this configuration can be found at the south end of the south wing where both

corners of the southernmost room are still in place. These corners feature large,

three-quarter round columns and the front wall of the room to the north is set back

about .66 meters from the face of the south room (fig. 28). This detail is repeated in

both wings of the North Range where the main facades are divided into three parts by

similar setbacks (see North Range above). The rear wall of the north wing, which is

largely intact, shows the same profile and details as the rear wall of the east and west

wings of the North Range (fig. 29).

SOUTH RANGE:

The South Range is now nothing more than a long pile of debris which represents the

remains of a single row of vaulted rooms. Fortunately, a small piece of the interior
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corner at the western end is still preserved showing that the South Range was joined

directly to the West Range (fig. 28). There are no traces of a stairway near the

center of this range, as is the case for the other three ranges, and there are no

exposed walls which might otherwise give some indication of the number and size of

the rooms.

EAST RANGE:

The East Range is now little more than a large mound but a few bits and pieces of

walls and vaults exposed in the debris indicate that this range consisted of two

paraUel rows of rooms, divided into two wings by means of broad projecting

stairways on both the court and rear sides (fig. 20). The shape of the mound shows

that the central section is considerably higher than the adjacent wings, suggesting

some form of a superstructure on an upper level. It is also clear from the shape and

size of the remaining mound that the East Range was not joined directly to either the

North or South ranges, thus leaving open corners at both ends. This range was

situated on a low platform or terrace, whose western edge is still partly preserved. It

should be noted that this range, with its double row of rooms and high central section

is very similar to the North Range of the Southeast Quadrangle, which shows a similar

form.
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SITE: SANTA ROSA XTAMPAK DATE 3/18/87

STRUCTURE: CUARTEL - NORTH RANGE

ORIENTATION: 199 degrees magnetic, perpendicular to main facade

GENERAL DESCRIPTION: The North range of the Cuartel consists of two wings of three

room each, separated by a central section with broad projecting stairways on both the

court and rear sides. The stairways lead to an upper level where the amount of debris

piled above the normal roof level of the adjacent wings indicates the former presence

of a superstructure, or perhaps in the form of a small building. If the latter suggestion

proves to actually be the case, the central section here might well have been similar to

the central "pyramid-temple" configurations found at Tabasqueno, Dzibilnocac and Xkich-

mook.

The main [south] facades of the east and west wings of this range are nearly ident

ical. Each wing has three rooms and the facades of the central rooms are set back from

the facades of the adjacent rooms, creating typical three-part Chenes facades. This

articulation is further emphasized by the fact that the facades of each section are sep

arated by a recessed area and the two adjacent corners of the upper facade feature outset

panels which project out several centimeters from the normal plane of the upper wall.

(See photos] The facades of the central rooms are given special treatment since the med

ial moldings break up over doorways below and there are inset panels of masks on both

sides of the doorway. The upper walls have a slight inward slope which is a typical Chenes

detail.

Other decorative features include inset colonnettes in the lower walls, large corner

columns formed with small stones, groups of three inset colonnettes in both medial and

cornice moldings, and projecting stones set on top of the medial molding and in the lower

member of the cornice. (See photos) The latter are assumed to have supported stucco

sculptures, now fallen. All of these details are typical for the classic Chenes architect

ural style with the exception of the stacked mask panels, which are rarely found on Che

nes buildings although they are found in some numbers on Rio Bee style buildings.

Mention should also be made of some curious decorative elements found in the debris

in front of Room 5. These consist of four spools of two different sizes of the kind that are

commonly used in "banded colonnettes" in the classic Puuc Colonnette and Mosaic architect

ural styles. (See photos] I can offer no logical explanation as to where these spools could

have been placed in the facade of Room 5 or the adjacent rooms and it is possible that

they were transported to the Cuartel from some other part of the site.
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SITE: SANTA ROSA XTAMPAK DATE 3/1R/H7

STRUCTURE: CUARTEL - NORTH RANGE, WEST WING

EXTERIOR DETAILS: Details below are for facade in front of Room 2.

BASE MOLDING: No data - covered with debris. [See details of base molding of east

wing],

LOWER WALL ZONE:

Height: Unknown - lower portion covered with debris.

Stonework: Walls faced with small to medium sized, squarish blocks, moderately
well-cut. Blocks are .17-.20 m. deep.

Thickness: Front wall of Room 2 - .80 m. thick at doorjamb.

Decoration: Inset mask panels on both sides of doorway to Room 2. Mask panels are

.96 m. wide. Large corner columns as well as long colonnettes in several locations.

DOORWAYS:

Shape: Rectangular

Jambs: Faced with small blocks, similar to those used for wall facings.

Lintels: Wooden lintels, now fallen.

MEDIAL MOLDING:

Form: Two members -

high, apron type. Lower member formed with two courses of

of stones. Rectangular upper member. Groups of three inset colonnettes in lower mem

ber, immediately below upper member.

Size: Overall height
- .53 m. Colonnettes - .24 m. high. Upper member is .1 1 m. high.

Projection: Lower member projects .18 m. at bottom.

UPPER WALL ZONE:

Height: 1.16 m.
-

top of medial molding to bottom of cornice.

Stonework: Walls faced with small blocks, similar to those in lower walls.

Decoration: Projecting stones on top of medial molding, including groups of three

stones centered over "broken" molding over central doorway.

Other: Outset panels at ends of facades where vertical recesses occur.

CORNICE:

Form:Three members. Lower two members same as medial molding plus outward

sloping coping member above. Projecting stones in lower member. (See photos)

Size: Total height
= .73 m.

Projection: About. 12 m.

ROOF STRUCTURE: None
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SITE: SANTA ROSA XTAMPAK DATE 3/18/87

STRUCTURE: CUARTEL - NORTH RANGE, WEST WING [continued]

OBSERVATIONS: Medial molding breaks up over central doorway. Vertical height of

break - .50 m. Total width of break - 2.45 m. Total height, bottom of medial molding

to top of cornice - 2.45 m. Vertical recesses between adjacent parts of facade about

.28 m. wide.
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Fig. 21. CUARTEL - NORTH RANGE, EAST WING

South facade (restored)
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Fig. 22.

CUARTEL, NORTH RANGE

Detail showing recess

and outset panels in

upper facade .
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Fig. 23. CUARTEL, NORTH RANGE. Detail of broken molding ouer doorway
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Ik. CUARTEL, NORTH RANGE. MASK PANELS ADJACENT TO DOORWAYS

A. Mask adjacent to doorway of Room 5; b. Mask panel, restored
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Fig. 25. CUARTEL, NORTH RANGE. Detail showing colonnettes in lower wall

Fig. 26. CUARTEL, NORTH RANGE. Detail showing moldings and proj. stones.
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SITE: SANTA ROSA XTAMPAK DATE 3/18/87

STRUCTURE: CUARTEL - NORTH RANGE, WEST WING

EXTERIOR DETAILS: Details below are for rear north wall.

BASE MOLDING:

Form: Three members, with rectangular projecting members top and bottom.

Size: Overall height - .90 m. Upper member
- .16 m. high. Central member -

.48 m. high.

Decoration: Groups of 3 inset colonnettes in central member. 3 colonnettes -

1 .04 m. wide.

LOWER WALL ZONE:

Height: 2.31 m.
-

top of base molding to bottom of medial molding.

Stonework: Walls faced with small to medium sized blocks, moderately well-cut.

Thickness: No data

Decoration: Pair of flattened colonnettes near center of wall. Total width = .65 m.

MEDIAL MOLDING:

Form: Two members -

large, apron-type lower member with rectangular member

above.

Size: Overall height
- .56 m. Upper member

- .10 m. high.

Projection: .15 m. at bottom, .037 m. at top.

UPPER WALL ZONE:

Height: 1.22 m.
-

top of medial molding to bottom of cornice.

Decoration: Outset panels at both ends and at center. Panel adjacent to stairway

is .61 m. wide with rectangular shape. Outset = .06 m. deep.

Stonework: Wall faced with 6 courses of small, moderately well-cut blocks.

CORNICE:

Form: Three members. Lower two members same as medial molding plus outward

sloping coping member above. Groups of three inset colonnettes in lower member.

Size: Lower two members - .56 m. high.

Projection: .11 m. at bottom

ROOF STRUCTURE: None

OBSERVATIONS: Rear wall stands on low platform about 1.5 m. high.

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: Classic Chenes style.
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SITE: SANTA ROSA XTAMPAK DATE 3/18/B7

STRUCTURE: CUARTEL - NORTH RANGE, EAST WING

EXTERIOR DETAILS: Details below are for facade of central room [Room 5).

BASE MOLDING:

Form: 2 (or perhaps 3]members. Lower member covered with debris.

Size: Upper member - .16 m. high. Central member about .30 m. high.

Projection: Upper member projects .037 m. beyond wall above.

LOWER WALL ZONE:

Height: 2.20 m.
-

top of base to bottom of medial molding.

Stonework: Walls faced with small, moderately well-cut blocks.

Thickness: Front wall - .81 m. thick at jambs.

Decoration: Mask panels both sides of doorway. Mask panels are .95 m. wide, and top
of upper mask is .13 m. below bottom of medial molding. Each mask is about .70 m.

high.

DOORWAYS:

Shape: Rectangular

Jambs: Faced with small stones, similar to those used in wall facings.

Lintels: Wooden lintels, now fallen.

MEDIAL MOLDING:

Form: Two members. Large apron-type lower member formed with two courses

of stones. Rectangular member above.

Size: Total height - .53 m. Upper member - .1 1 m. high.

Projection: .18 m. at bottom of lower member.

UPPER WALL ZONE:

Height: 1.19 m.
-

top of medial molding to bottom of cornice.

Stonework: Walls faced with small blocks, similar to those in lower walls.

Decoration: Projecting stones at top of medial molding. (See elevations for

locations]. Projecting stones set at 45 degrees at corners.

Other: 2.48 m. bottom of medial molding to top of cornice.

CORNICE:

Form: Three members. Lower two members same as medial molding with ad

dition of outward sloping coping member above.

Size: Overall height - .76 m.

Decoration: Groups of three inset colonnettes in lower member. Projecting
stones set at bottom of inset colonnettes.

Projection: .1 1 m. at bottom of lower member.



SITE: SANTA ROSA XTAMPAK DATE 3/1B/B7

STRUCTURE: CUARTEL - NORTH RANGE. EAST WING [continued]

OBSERVATIONS: Typical three-part Chenes facade with shallow vertical recesses

between adjacent units. Most of facade well preserved but requires immediate con

solidation in order to prevent collapse.

ROOF STRUCTURE: None

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: Classic Chenes style.
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SITE: SANTA ROSA XTAMPAK DATE 3/ 18/87

STRUCTURE: CUARTEL - NORTH RANGE, EAST WING

EXTERIOR DETAILS: Details below are for rear (north) wall.

BASE MOLDING:

Form: 3 members with projecting rectangular members top and bottom.

Groups of 3 inset colonnettes in central member.

Size: Upper member .16 m. high. Central member - .30 m. high.

LOWER WALL ZONE:

Height: 2.23 m.
-

top of base to bottom of medial molding.

Stonework: Walls faced with 9-10 courses of small, squarish blocks, moderately

well-cut.

Thickness: No data

Decoration: Pairs of large colonnettes at third points. Overall width of two

colonnettes .73 m.

MEDIAL MOLDING:

Form: 2 members. Large apron-type lower member with rectangular member

above.

Size: Overall height .54 m. Upper member - .10 m. high.

Projection: .14 m. at bottom. .12 m. at top.

UPPER WALL ZONE:

Height: 1.25 m.
-

top of medial molding to bottom of cornice.

Stonework: Walls faced with small, moderately well-cut blocks.

Decoration: Outset panels at ends and in center. Panel at end adjacent to

stairway - .58 m. wide, .06 m. projection.

Other: Upper wall has slight inward slope: about .1 1 m. from bottom to top.

CORNICE:

Form: 3 members. Lower two members same as medial molding with outward

sloping coping member above.

Size: Overall height about .70 m. Lower two members - .53 m. high.

Projection: .10 m. at bottom.

ROOF STRUCTURE: None

OBSERVATIONS: Rear wall, with exception of eastern half of Room 6, almost en

tirely preserved.
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SITE: SANTA ROSA XTAMPAK DATE 3/20/87

STRUCTURE: CUARTEL - NORTH RANGE, WEST WING

INTERIOR DETAILS: ROOM 1

Length: 5.72 m.

Width:L 3.06 m.

Observations: Room now mostly fallen and no real architectural data available. Re

maining portions show details similar to those seen in Rooms 2 and 3 of this wing.

INTERIOR DETAILS: ROOM 2

DIMENSIONS:

Length: 6.25 m.

Width: 2.99 m.

WALLS:

Height: 2.74 m.
- floor to springline.

Thickness: Walls faced with small, squarish blocks set in irregular courses
- 1 2 to

1 3 courses.

Doorway: Doorway 1.34 m. wide. .54 m.
- bottom of lintel to springline.

Rod Sockets: None

Cordholders: Tongue-type cordholders set at 45 degrees, high and low, both

sides of doorway.

Rings: None

Wall Openings: None

Observations: Looters hole in floor.

VAULT:

Springline Offset: .05 m. No offsets in end walls.

Height: 1.37 m.
-

springline to bottom of capstones.

Form: Vault faces with straight sides.

Stonework: Capstone span
- .60 m. No molding below capstones.

Crossbeams: Four crossbeams near ends of room and at third points at top of

springline. Three additional crossbeams in first course of stones below capstones.

Observations: Typical classic Chenes vaulting.

58



SITE: SANTA ROSA XTAMPAK BUILDING: CUARTEL DATE: 3/6/86

SANTA ROSA XTAMPAK, CUARTEL.

NORTH RANGE, WEST WING

SECTION THRU ROOM 2 05
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SITE: SANTA ROSA XTAMPAK DATE 3/18/B7

STRUCTURE: CUARTEL - NORTH RANGE, WEST WING

INTERIOR DETAILS: ROOM 3

DIMENSIONS:

Length: 5.52 m.

Width: 2.90 m. at doorjamb.

WALLS :

Height: 2.46 m.
- floor to springline.

Thickness: Outside wall - .92 m. thick at jamb.

Doorways: Exterior doorway
- 1.16 m. wide. Wood lintel above, now fallen.

.56 m.
- bottom of lintel to springline.

Rod Sockets: Probable rod socket .35 m. below lintel. .48 m. to center from

outside wall.

Cordholders: Tongue-type cordholders both sides of doorway set at 45 degrees.

.60 m. to center from jamb. .76 m. to center below springline.

Rings: None

Wall Openings: None

Platforms: No data -

room mostly filled with debris.

Other: Large looters hole in floor and in end wall adjacent to stairway.

VAULT:

Springline Offset: About .05 m.

Height: 1.22 m.
-

springline to bottom of stucco molding below capstones.

Form: Vault faces have straight sides.

Stonework: Vaults faced with B courses of slabs with beveled faces.

Capstones: Capstone span
- .7 1 -.76 m. Stucco molding below capstones about

.10 m. high.

Crossbeams: Single crossbeams near ends of room and at third points, in first

course of stones above springline. Additional crossbeams at bottom of first course

of stones below capstones, near ends of room and at center.

OBSERVATIONS: Considerable original plaster on walls with very smooth surface.

Several looters holes. Looters hole in end wall shows that lower portion of central

section was filled with dry-laid rubble.
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SITE: SANTA ROSA XTAMPAK DATE 3/1B/87

STRUCTURE: CUARTEL - NORTH RANGE, EAST WING

INTERIOR DETAILS: ROOM 4

DIMENSIONS:

Length: 5.71 m.

Width: 3.02 m. at doorway.

WALLS:

Height: 2.44 m. - floor to springline.

Thickness: Exterior wall = .87 m. thick at jamb.

Stonework: Walls faced with 12 courses of small, squarish blocks.

Doorway: Exterior Doorway = 1.19 m. wide. Wood lintel above, now fallen.

Bottom of lintel to springline = .50 m.

Rod Sockets: Single rod sockets in upper part of jambs
- .32 m. to center below

lintel. .40 m. to center from outside face of wall.

Cordholders: Tongue-shaped cordholders high and low on both sides of doorway.
.40 m. to center from jambs, .68 m. to center from springline. 1.16m. center to

center.

Wall Openings: None

Platforms: Platform in west end of room, now totally destroyed by looters.

Depth about 1.16 m., height .54 m.

Other: Very white plaster behind bench.

VAULT:

Springline Offset: About .06 m. No offset in end walls.

Height: 1.52 m.
-

springline to bottom of capstones.

Form: Vault faces have straight sides.

Stonework: Vaults faced with 9 courses of moderately well-dressed slabs with

beveled faces.

Capstones: Capstone span about .71 m.

Crossbeams: Single crossbeams at springline near ends of room (.25 m. to center

from end walls] and at third points. Additional crossbeams at bottom of first

course of stones below capstones
-

near ends of room and near center.

Other: Vault is entirely intact.

OBSERVATIONS: Very typical interior for classic Chenes style building.
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SITE: SANTA ROSA XTAMPAK DATE 3/18/87

STRUCTURE: CUARTEL - NORTH RANGE, EAST WING

INTERIOR DETAILS: ROOM 5

DIMENSIONS:

Length: 6.20 m.

Width: 2.94 m. at doorway.

WALLS:

Height: 2.38 m.
- floor to springline.

Thickness: Exterior wall - .82 m. thick at doorjamb.

Stonework: Walls faced with small blocks, moderately well-cut.

Doorways: Exterior doorway
- 1.34 m. wide. .46 m.-bottom of lintel to springline.

Rod Sockets: None visible.

Cordholders: Upper finger-type cordholder to left of jamb is on diagonal
- .53 m. to

center from jamb, .69 m. to center below springline. Horizontal cordholder below.

1.34 m. to center. Post-type cordholders to right of doorway-.42 m. from jamb,

.63 m. below springline. Overall width - .14 m. Post - .07 m. in diameter. Tongue-

type cordholder below, 1.47 m. to center. Tongue-type cordholders centered in both

end walls, about .25 m. above floor.

Rings: None

Wall Openings: None

Platforms: Platform in west end of room -

totally destroyed by looters. About

.71 m. high and 1.47 m. deep.

VAULT:

Springline Offset: About .05 m.

Height: 1.57 m.
-

springline to bottom of capstones.

Form: Vault faces have straight sides.

Stonework: Vaults faced with 9 courses of moderately well-dressed slabs, with

beveled faces.

Capstones: Capstone span about .71 m.

Crossbeams: Single crossbeams at springline near ends of room and at third points.

Additional crossbeams at bottom of first course of stones below capstones
- at ends

of room and near center.

Other: Vault is entirely intact.

OBSERVATIONS: Cracks in end walls. Wooden lintel over doorway now fallen.

INTERIOR DETAILS: ROOM 6

Length: No data - end wall fallen

Width: 3.09 m. at doorway.

Other: Room mostly fallen. Details similar to those found in adjacent rooms in this

wing.



SITE: SANTA ROSA XTAMPAK DATE 3/18/87

STRUCTURE: CUARTEL - WEST RANGE

ORIENTATION: 109 degrees magnetic, perpendicular to main facade.

GENERAL DESCRIPTION: The West range consists of two wings (north and south) sepa

rated by broad, projecting stairways on both the court and rear sides. Portions of both

interior corners on the court side are still intact showing clearly that the North and

South ranges were joined directly to the West range, the whole forming a large U-shap

ed structure. There is some uncertainty about the number of rooms in each wing, since

both are mostly fallen, but I believe there were three rooms in each wing, with the cen

tral rooms set back slightly from the two rooms on either side. Evidence for this con

figuration can be found at the south end of the south wing where both corners of the

southernmost room are still in place. These corners feature large, three-quarter round

columns and the front wall of the room to the north is set back about .66 m. from the

face of the south room. This detail is repeated in both wings of the North range where

the main facades are divided into three parts by similar setbacks. (See North Range

above]. The rear wall of the North wing, which is largely intact, shows the same pro

file and details as the rear walls of the East and West wings of the North range.
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Fig. 27. CUARTEL, NORTH RANGE. Puuc-type spools in debri;

Fig. 28. DETAILS OF CORNER COLUMNS, a. West range; b. North range
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SITE: SANTA ROSA XTAMPAK
DATE ,1/1878.7

STRUCTURE: CUARTEL - WEST RANGE, NORTH WING

GENERAL DESCRIPTION: North wing of this range appears to have had three rooms

but this is not certain due to advanced state of collapse. Good sized section of rear

wall is well preserved, however, as is part of Vertical face of projecting stairway at

rear. Edge of stairway is faced with very roughly dressed blocks with no mortar be

tween joints. Interior corner at front of this wing still in place showing that north end

was connected directly to west wing of north range (see detail).

EXTERIOR DETAIL: Details below are for rear [east] wall.

BASE MOLDING:

Form: Three members, with groups of three short colonnettes in central member.

Face of upper member has very slight inward slope.

Size: Total height .85 m. Upper member - .16 m. high. Lower member - .20 m.

LOWER WALLS:

Height: 2.23 m. top of base to bottom of medial molding.

Stonework: 9 courses of facing stones, moderately well-cut.

Decoration: Pair of large colonnettes 6.89 m. from wall of projecting stair. Two

columns - .81 m.

MEDIAL MOLDING:

Form: Two members. Rectangular upper member with outward sloping apron-type

member below.

Size: Total height
- .53 m. Upper member - .10 m. high.

Projection: Lower member projects .10 m. beyond wall below.

UPPER WALLS:

Height: 1.29 m.
-

top of medial molding to bottom of cornice.

Decoration: Outset panel where wall intersects projecting stairway .73 m. wide -

projects .075 m. from face of adjacent wall.

Stonework: 6 courses of squarish blocks.

Other: Upper wall slopes inward about .15 m. from bottom to top.

CORNICE:

Form: Three members, same as medial molding with addition of outward sloping

coping member above.

Size: Lower member ,25 m. high. Upper member fallen.

Projection: Lower member projects .08 m. beyond wall below.

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: Classic Chenes style. Details very similar to those in both

wings of North Range.
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Fig. 29. CUARTEL, PROFILES OF REAR WALLS, a. West range, North wing;

b. North range, East and West wings.
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SITE: SANTA ROSA XTAMPAK DATE 3/18/87

STRUCTURE: CUARTEL - SOUTH RANGE

GENERAL DESCRIPTION: The South range is now nothing more than a long pile of debris

which represents the remains of a single row of vaulted rooms. Fortunately, a tiny piece

of the interior corner at the western end is still preserved showing that the South range

was joined directly to the West range. There are no traces of a stairway near the center

of this range, as is the case for the other three ranges, and there are no exposed walls

which might otherwise give some indication of the number and size of the rooms.

STRUCTURE: CUARTEL - EAST RANGE

GENERAL DESCRIPTION: The East range is now little more than a large mound of debris

but a few bits and pieces of walls and vaults exposed in the debris indicate that this range

consisted of two parallel rows of rooms, divided into two wings by means of broad project

ing stairways on both the court and rear sides. The shape of the mound shows that the

central section is considerably higher than the adjacent wings, suggesting some form of

a superstructure on an upper level. It is also clear from the shape and size of the remain

ing mound that the East range was not joined directly to either the North or South ranges,

thus leaving open corners at both ends. This range was situated on a low platform or

terrace, whose western edge is still partly preserved. It should be noted that the East

range, with its double row of rooms and high central section is very similar to the North

range of the Southeast Quadrangle, which shows a similar form.
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SOUTHEAST QUADRANGLE
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SITE: SANTA ROSA XTAMPAK DATE 3/20/87

STRUCTURE: SOUTHEAST QUADRANGLE

BACKGROUND: Neither Stephens [1843] nor Maler (1902) made any mention of this un

usual and important complex even though Maler said "We had roamed over the city in

all directions, so that it could be assumed that nothing of importance escaped us." Pol

lock [1970:59] included a very brief description of the East and West ranges, based on his

own observations, together with several drawings made by Ruppert in 1949. As noted

earlier, neither Rupper nor Stamps maps show this quadrangle in its correct size or

form, but the plan included in the present report, based on my own recent measurements,

is more or less correct. Other than Pollock's brief description and Ruppert's sketches, I

know of no other references to this complex.

GENERAL DESCRIPTION: As shown on the site map, the Southeast Quadrangle is sit

uated in the southeast corner of the central core area and consists of a group of four

range-type structures organized around a level courtyard. The East, West, and South

ranges, which are joined together at the southeast and southwest interior corners, form

a large U-shape, while the North range is an independent unit filling most of the open

end of the U. A low platform can be found near the center of the courtyard with a long

colur-^ altar, now fallen, in its center. The East and West ranges are the best preserved

but small portions of the North and South ranges are also in place, providing additional

architectural data.

The Southeast Quadrangle is very reminiscent of the Cuartel quadrangle since both

have the same general form, including two closed interior corners and two open corners.

Both also feature broad projecting stairways near the center of three ranges, which may

have led to superstructures, while the fourth range lacks this element. It should be noted

that the details of the closed corners in the Southeast Quadrangle differ considerably

from those of the Cuartel: in the latter the closed corners include three-quarter round

corner columns, separated by a shallow recess, while the southeast corner of the former

gives access to a winding interior passageway with adjacent rooms, and the southwest

corner forms a simple right angle with no articulation. In spite of their general similar

ity in terms of form and organization, the two quadrangles differ considerably in terms

of their architectural style, and as we shall see, the architectural style of the buildings

in the Southeast Quadrangle can best be described as Chenes-Puuc while the buildings

of the Cuartel were executed in the classic Chenes style.
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Fig. 30. SOUTHEAST QUADRANGLE - PLAN
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SITE: SANTA ROSA XTAMPAK DATE 3/20/B7

STRUCTURE: SOUTHEAST QUADRANGLE - EAST RANGE

GENERAL DESCRIPTION: The East range consists of two pairs of rooms, one behind

the other, situated on either side of a broad stairway (now fallen] which projects out in

to the central courtyard. At the eastern end of this range, a winding passageway leads

into a pair of rooms (Rooms 5 G. 6] whose vaults are at right angles to one another. Two

or more phases of construction seem to be represented in the inner passageway and rooms,

and it appears that the east end of the South range was once an independent structure,

which was later joined to the south end of the East range by vaulting over the previously

open spaces between them. Evidence for this change can be found in the projecting mold

ings on the south and west walls of the narrow passageway, which appear to be the lowest

member of what was once a three member medial molding on the exterior of the South

range. A small section of an identical molding can be seen on the north facade of the

South range, at the point where this range intersects the West range.

The outermost rooms of the East range, which opened directly onto the inner court

yard [Rooms 1 F> 3) have now mostly fallen but the medial walls and interior rooms (Rooms 2

> 4] are almost completely preserved. Fortunately, a small piece of the lower exterior

wall and medial molding of the main [west] facade of Room 3 is also still in place, pro

viding some exterior architectural details. The facade in front of Room 1 has completely

fallen but it can be assumed that its details were similar to those of the south wing.

ORIENTATION: 10B degrees magnetic, perpendicular to main [west] facade.
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Fig. 31. SOUTHEAST QUADRANGLE - SOUTH WING,

EAST RANGE.

20 FEET
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Fig. 32. SOUTHEAST QUADRANGLE - PROFILES OF MEDIAL MOLDINGS.

A. East Range, South Wing; b. North Range, West Wing;
c. West range, North Wing; d. West range, South Wing;
e. South Range, West Wing.
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SITE: SANTA ROSA XTAMPAK DATE 3/20/87

STRUCTURE: SOUTHEAST QUADRANGLE - EAST RANGE

EXTERIOR DETAILS: Details below are for small portion of exterior wall at north

end of south wing.

BASE MOLDING: No data - covered with debris.

LOWER WALL ZONE:

Height: Unknown - lower portion covered with debris.

Stonework: Walls faced with small blocks, moderately well-cut - .22-.25 m.

in size.

Thickness: Front wall = .96 m. thick.

Decoration: Large corner columns at both ends of facade, formed with small

blocks. Column about .71 m. in diameter. Plain capital at top, .17 m. high.

DOORWAYS:

Shape: No data - fallen.

Jambs: No data - fallen.

Lintels: Assume wooden lintels, now fallen.

MEDIAL MOLDING:

Form: Three members, with outward sloping members top and bottom. Half-

round central member.

Size: Overall height = .51 m. Central member - .12 m. high.

Projection: Lowest member projects .20 m. at bottom.

UPPER WALL ZONE: No data -

completely fallen.

ROOF STRUCTURE: Central section with projecting stairwayts] higher than adja

cent wings, indicating former presence of superstructure at head of stairway. Form

unknown.

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: Can best be classified as Chenes-Puuc in style. Large

corner columns, formed with small stones, and jambs formed with small stones are

typical Chenes features. On the other hand, the medial molding shows a typical

classic Puuc profile and the interiors of the rooms behind have offsets in end walls

and stone moldings below capstones, which are also typical Puuc features. Stone

work could be called either Chenes or Puuc in character.

73



Fig. 33. SOUTHEAST QUADRANGLE, EAST RANGE. Detail

of medial molding and corner column.
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SITE: SANTA ROSA XTAMPAK DATE

STRUCTURE: SOUTHEAST QUADRANGLE - EAST RANGE

INTERIOR DETAILS: ROOM 1

Front wall and front portion of vault now fallen. All details appear to be similar to

those seen in Room 2.

INTERIOR DETAILS: ROOM 2

DIMENSIONS:

Length: 8.45 m.

Width: 2.85 m. at doorway.

WALLS:

Height: Floor to springline = 2.03 m.

Thickness: Doorway to Room 1 = .83 m. thick.

Stonework: Walls faced with small, squarish blocks, moderately well-cut.

Doorways: Doorway to Room 1 = 1.78 m. wide. Jambs faced with good sized
blocks, .40-.60 m. high, three courses wide. Wood lintel above, now destroyed.

Rod Sockets: None visible.

Cordholders: Small, finger-type cordholder, left side of jamb
- .30 m. to center

from jamb, .30 m. above floor. No others visible.

Rings: Large stone ring in debris, .30 m. in diameter. .03 m. diameter of hole.
Tennon about .32 m. long. Original location unknown.

Wall Openings: None

Platforms: None

Other: Looters holes in south end wall and rear wall.

VAULTS:

Springline Offset: Long walls - .10 m. End walls - .01 m.

Height: Springline to bottom of molding below capstones
- 1.52 m.

Form: Vault faced with wedge to semi-boot shaped stones with beveled faces.

Capstones: Capstone span - .38 m. Molding below capstone about .10 m. high.
Central capstone has been removed, indicated that it was painted.

Crossbeams: Pair of crossbeams near ends of room and at third points. Ad

ditional beams at bottom of 2nd course of stones below capstones.

OBSERVATIONS: Looters hole in south end walls shows another finished wall about .40

behind present wall. Space beyond is filled with dry-laid rubble.
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SITE: SANTA ROSA XTAMPAK DATE 3/20/86

STRUCTURE: SOUTHEAST QUADRANGLE - EAST RANGE

INTERIOR DETAILS: ROOM 3

DIMENSIONS:

Length: 8.40 m.

Width: 2.53 m. at north end.

OBSERVATIONS: Room mostly fallen and only medial wall is still standing. All details ap

pear to be similar to those of Room 4, including location and number of crossbeams. Spring-

line offset - .1 1 m. in medial wall. Face of first course of vault stones is more vertical

than those above, a feature which is commonly found in classic Puuc buildings.
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SITE: SANTA ROSA XTAMPAK DATE 3/20/87

STRUCTURE: SOUTHEAST QUADRANGLE - EAST RANGE

INTERIOR DETAILS: ROOM 4

DIMENSIONS:

Length: 8.41 m.

Width: 2.62 m.

WALLS:

Height: 2.02 m.
- floor to springline.

Thickness: Dividing wall to Room 3 .76 m. thick.

Stonework: Walls faced with B courses of small to medium sized, squarish blocks,

moderately well-cut. At least B stones carrying sculptured designs reused in walls.

(See below]

Doorways: Doorway to Room 3 is 1.75 m. wide. Doorjambs faced with medium

to large sized blocks, similar to wall facing stones. Three courses wide.

Rod Sockets: None

Cordholders: One small finger-type cordholder to left of jamb
- .50 m. to center

from jamb
- .53 m. above floor. None above.

Rings: None

Wall Openings: None

Platforms: None

Other: Looters hole in floor in front of doorway. Much of the original stucco

floor still in place.

VAULTS:

Springline Offset: Long walls - .05 m. End walls - .01 m.

Height: Springline to bottom of molding below capstones
= 1.51 m.

Form: Vault faces have straight sides.

Stonework: Vaults faced with 8-9 courses of wedge to semi boot-shaped stones

with beveled faces. Irregular courses.

Capstones: Capstone span .38 m. Molding below capstones about .10 m. high.

Central capstone has been removed, indicating it carried a painting.

Crossbeams: Pairs of crossbeams near ends of rooms at vault springline. Ad

ditional crossbeams at same height near third points. Other beams in vault in

second and third courses below capstones: in second course near ends of room,

in third course at third points of room.

OBSERVATIONS: Interior of room has Puuc-like details and stonework, with offsets at

springline in end walls as well as long walls and stone moldings below capstones. Sculp

tured stones reused in walls show crosses as commonly found in Puuc latticework, and

frets. These motifs are not found in other buildings at Santa Rosa Xtampak and only

rarely at other Chenes sites. For example, see Hochob for latticework in pillars of Struc

ture 2, and Dzibiltun, Structures 1 E> 2 for both cross shapes and frets.
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SITE: SANTA ROSA XTAMPA K DATE 3/20/87

STRUCTURE: SOUTHEAST QUADRANGLE - EAST RANGE

INTERIOR DETAILS: ROOM 5

DIMENSIONS:

Length: 3.67 m.

Width: 2.37 m.

WALLS:

Height: 2.30 m.
- floor to springline.

Thickness: Dividing wall to adjacent passageway
- .66 m. thick.

Stonework: Walls faced with 8 courses of small to medium size squarish blocks,

moderately well-cut, .25-.S5 m. in size.

Doorways: Doorway to adjacent passageway = 1.25 m. wide.

Rod Sockets: No data.

Cordholders: No data.

Rings: None

Wall Openings: Opening at east end to adjacent room
- 1.29 m. wide.

Platforms: None

VAULTS:

Springline Offset: .03 m.

Height: 1.55 m.
-

springline to bottom of molding below capstones.

Form: Vault faces have straight sides.

Stonework: Vaults faced with 8 courses of wedge-shaped to boot-shaped stones

with beveled faces.

Capstones: Capstone span
- .46-.50 m. Molding below capstones about 1.0 m.

high.

Crossbeams: Pair of crossbeams near ends of room at springline. .46 m. from

end walls to center. Additional beam at same height near center. Other cross

beams in molding below capstones near ends of room and at third points.

OBSERVATIONS: Offset in end walls, same as in long walls. Stonework and details

show Puuc-like character, as in Room 1 - 4. See Pollock [1970:59] for additional dis

cussion of this room.
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SITE: SANTA ROSA XTAMPAK
DATE 3/20/87

STRUCTURE: SOUTHEAST QUADRANGLE - EAST RANGE

INTERIOR DETAILS: PASSAGEWAY 112 (North-south Passageway at south end]

DIMENSIONS:

Length: 3.99 m.

Width: 1.0 m.

WALLS:

Height: 3.19 m.
- floor to springline.

Thickness: Dividing wall to west room - .82 m. thick.

Stonework: Walls faced with 13 courses of small, squarish blocks, moderately
well-dressed.

Doorways: Doorway to adjacent room [in South range) - .71 m. wide. Jambs

faced with small blocks, similar to those used in wall facings.

Rod Sockets: No data.

Cordholdeers: No data.

Wall Openings: None

Platforms: None

Other: Wall on west side of passageway has projecting, beveled molding
- .16 m. pro

jection at bottom. .17 m. high. Bottom of molding to vault springline - 1.22 m. Same

detail is repeated on south side of passageway.

VAULTS:

Springline Offset: No offset at springline.

Form: Vault face with straight sides, one stone high.

Stonework: Vault is only one stone high.

Capstones: Crossbeams just below capstones
-

near ends of passageway and at

center.

Other: Vault has unusual form (see sketch]. See also Pollock [1970: fig. 83].

OBSERVATIONS: Passageway 111 very similar in form, with vault consisting of only one

course of stones.
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SITE: SANTA ROSA XTAMPAK DATE: ll?@]?*r,

STRUCTURE: SOUTHEAST QUADRANGLE - SOUTH RANGE

GENERAL DESCRIPTION: The South range has now mostly fallen and only a small por

tion of the east end, together with two small rooms in the central section, are still pre

served. The plan as shown in figure 1 is mostly a matter of conjecture and should be

taken as only suggestive of the original number of rooms and their arrangement. In spite

of this, the general outlines of this range can still be seen, which show a high central sec

tion with lower wings on both sides. Of special interest are the two small rooms partly

exposed on the lower level of the central section. These rooms both have doorways to

adjacent rooms, rather than to the exterior, and the basic scheme is almost identical to

that found in Structure I at Tabasqueno and in the central "tower" of Structure A-l at

Dzibilnocac. In the latter cases, the pairs of lateral rooms are found directly below up

per temple-type buildings which form the upper levels of superimposed pyramid-temple

structures. The high mass of the central section of the South range suggests a similar

upper level superstructure, reached by a projecting stairway associated with a pyramidal

base. Admitedly. the evidence for such a configuration is minimal, but such a possibility

cannot be ignored.

As noted earlier in our discussion of the East range, the eastern end of the South

range is joined to the southern end of the East range by means of the interior passage

ways and rooms covered over by secondary vaults. In contrast, the western interior cor

ner of the South range is completely closed and the intersecting structures form a simple

right angle, with no articulation. A doorway near this corner, which gave access to the

west end room of the South range, is still in place but the room behind is filled with de

bris and offers no architectural details. (See individual data sheets for dimensions and

details of east end room and central rooms].
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SITE: SANTA ROSA XTAMPAK DATE: 3/20/87

STRUCTURE: SOUTHEAST QUADRANGLE - SOUTH RANGE

INTERIOR DETAILS: ROOM A [East room on lower level of central section]

DIMENSIONS:

Length: 2.95 m.

Width: 2.56 m.

WALLS:

Height: 1.93 m.
- floor to springline.

Thickness: Dividing wall to adjacent room - .79 m. thick.

Stonework: Walls faced with 9 courses of small blocks, only moderately well-

dressed.

Doorways: Doorway in east end of room with one jamb in place. Width is un

certain.

Rod Sockets: No data.

Cordholders: Small, tongue-shaped cordholders both sides of doorway
- .32 m.

from jamb to center
- .32 m. below bottom of lintel.

Rings: None

Wall Openings: None

Platforms: No data -

room partly filled with debris.

VAULTS:

Springline Offset: .05-.07 m.
-

long walls. No offsets in end walls.

Height: 1.44 m.
-

springline to bottom of capstones.

Form: Vault faces have straight sides.

Stonework: Vaults faced with 9 courses of roughly dressed, small slabs. Con

siderable chinking between joints.

Capstones: Capstone span about .35 m. No molding below capstones.

Crossbeams: Single crossbeams near ends of room, .30 m. to center from end

walls. Additional crossbeams near ends of room in first course of stones below

capstones.

Other: Most of vault well preserved. Surfaces irregular due to poor quality
of stonework. This room, and adjacent room to west, more Chenes-like than

rooms in North, East, and West ranges.
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SITE: SANTA ROSA XTAMPAK DATE: 3/20/87

STRUCTURE: SOUTHEAST QUADRANGLE - WEST RANGE

GENERAL DESCRIPTION: The West range appears to have consisted of a single row

of rooms which was joined directly to the South range at its southern end, forming a

closed interior corner (see above], but the northwest corner was open. While two sec

tions of the main (east) facade of this range are still well preserved, the rooms behind

are filled with debris and the plan shown is partly conjecture. Pollock [1970:59] believ

ed there was a portal vault at the center of this range and while my notes do not con

firm the presence of this feature, the shape of the debris near the center suggests its

former presence. The east facade of the North wing of this range includes a doorway

with large stone jambs and a stone lintel still in place.

A large portion of the east facade of the South wing is also still standing, which

provides a complete profile and architectural details of this facade, including the base,

medial and cornice moldings. Pollock [1970:59) noted the Puuc-like architecture of

this range but I believe it can best be characterized as Chenes-Puuc in style, since it

embodies most of the basic features I have already described in some detail for Chenes-

Puuc architecture (Andrews, 1985]. [See individual data sheets for dimensions and de

tails of east facades. ]
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Fig. 34. SOUTHEAST QUADRANGLE, WEST RANGE. North end of North Wing

Fig. 35. SOUTHEAST QUADRANGLE, WEST RANGE. South Wing with closed corner.
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SITE: SANTA ROSA XTAMPAK DATE: 3/20/87

STRUCTURE: SOUTHEAST QUADRANGLE - WEST RANGE

EXTERIOR DETAILS: Details below are for south end of West wing.

BASE MOLDING:

Form: Three members - lowest member now buried. Continuous colonnettes in

central member. Rectangular upper member.

Size: Upper member
- .10 m. high, central member .25 m. high. Colonnettes

are ,20 m. wide, .25 m. center to center.

Projection: Upper member projects .05 beyond wall above.

LOWER WALL ZONE:

Height: 2.15 m.
-

top of base to bottom of medial molding.

Stonework: Walls faced with medium to large sized blocks, .25-.40 m. in size.

Thickness: Exterior wall about .76 m. thick.

Decoration: None

DOORWAYS:

Shape Rectangular

Jambs: Formed with large slabs, full thickness of wall
- .27 m. wide.

Lintels: No data - fallen.

MEDIAL MOLDING:

Form: Two members -

rectangular upper member and very large apron-type

lower member.

Size: Overall height
- .59 m. Upper member

- .17 m. high

Projection: .45 m. at bottom, .14 m. at top.

UPPER WALL ZONE:

Height: .B2 m.
-

top of medial molding to bottom of cornice.

Decoration: Large projecting blocks at top of medial molding
- .43 m. wide,

.17 m. thick, .25 m. projection

Stonework: Walls faced with small blocks, fairly well-cut.

Other: Upper wall has very slight inward slope.

CORNICE:

Form: Three members. Details same as cornice at north end.

Size: Same as at north end.

Projection: .36 m. at bottom.



SITE: SANTA ROSA XTAMPAK
DATE:

3/20/B7

STRUCTURE: SOUTHEAST QUADRANGLE - WEST RANGE

EXTERIOR DETAILS: Details below are for south end of West wing. [Continued]

OBSERVATIONS: Southwest corner is closed and a small portion of wall of South range

is still in place.

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: Essentially classic Puuc in style as base, medial, and cornice

moldings show typical classic Puuc profiles and details. Projecting stones on top of med

ial molding are classic Chenes features. Can best be classified as Chenes-Puuc in style.
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SANTA ROSA XTAMPAK DATE: 3/20/87

STRUCTURE: SOUTHEAST QUADRANGLE - WEST RANGE

EXTERIOR DETAILS: Details below are for east facade at north end of North wing.

BASE MOLDING: No data - covered with debris.

LOWER WALL ZONE:

Height: Unknown - lower portion covered with debris.

Stonework: Walls faced with medium to large sized blocks. .30-. 53 m. wide,

.43-.4B m. high.

Thickness: Front wall - .81 m. thick at doorjamb.

Decoration: None visible.

DOORWAYS:

Shape: Rectangular. Doorway
- .89 m. wide.

Jambs: Faced with large blocks, similar to those in adjacent walls.

Lintels: Stone lintel. .25 m. thick. Total length
- 1.22 m.

MEDIAL MOLDING:

Form: Two members -

very large, outward sloping lower member with rectan

gular member above.

Size: Overall height - .53 m. Upper member = .19 m. high.

Projection: Lower member projects .47 m. at bottom. Upper member projects
.15 m. beyond wall above.

UPPER WALL ZONE:

Height: .81 m.
-

top of medial molding to bottom of cornice.

Decoration: None visible.

Stonework: Walls faced with small to medium sized squarish blocks. These are

much smaller than those in lower walls.

CORNICE:

Form: Three members -

rectangular upper member, central member with slight
inward slope, apron-type lower member with considerable slope.

Size: Overall height
- .68 m. Upper member -.15 m. high, central member

.27 m. high.

Projection: .38 m. at bottom of lower member. Upper member projects .15 m.

beyond central member.

ROOF STRUCTURE: None

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: Should be classified as Chenes-Puuc in style since both

classic Chenes and classic Puuc features are present.
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SITE SANTA ROSA XTAMPAK DATE 3/20/B7

STRUCTURE: SOUTHEAST QUADRANGLE - NORTH RANGE

GENERAL DESCRIPTION: The North range is the only independent unit of this com

plex as it is not directly joined to either the East or West ranges. This range is now

almost entirely collapsed and only a small portion of the east end is still standing. Be

cause of its advanced state of collapse, I am uncertain as to the number of rooms it

contained and the plan shown is mostly conjectural. In any event, the basic plan con

sisted of two rows of rooms arranged symetrically around a high central section which

seems to have included broad stairways on both the court and exterior sides. This same

configuration can also be found in three ranges of the Cuartel, where the projecting

stairways are better preserved. Given the present height of the central mass and the

amount of debris on top and in front of the central stairways. I believe the central

section might also have had the form of a pyramid-temple, superimposed over a lower

range-type building, similar to those found at Hochob. Tabasqueno. and Dzibilnocac.

As noted earlier, the South range (and perhaps the East range as well) may also have

included this special feature.

A small portion of the exterior walls at the southeast corner of this range is still

standing, together with the east jamb of a doorway to the west, showing that the mold

ings and other exterior details of this range differed considerably from those of the

other ranges. The west wing of this range has now completely collapsed but it can be

assumed that its form and details were similar to those of the east wing.
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Fig. 36. SOUTHEAST QUADRANGLE, NORTH RANGE. Detail

of lower wall and medial molding at north

east corner.
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LH SANTA ROSA XTAMPAK DATE: 3/20/B7

STRUCTURE: SOUTHEAST QUADRANGLE - NORTH RANGE

EXTERIOR DETAILS: Details below are for south facade at east end of North wing.

BASE MOLDING:

No data - covered with debris.

LOWER WALL ZONE:

Height: Unknown -

partly covered with debris.

Stonework: Walls faced with medium to large size, squarish blocks, moderate

ly well-cut.

Thickness: Unknown

Decoration: None

DOORWAYS:

Shape Unknown -

mostly fallen .

Jambs: Faced with small blocks, similar to wall facings.

Lintels: No data - fallen.

MEDIAL MOLDING:

Form: Three members -

rectangular upper member, vertical central mem

ber, apron-type lower member.

Size: Overall height
- .55 m. Upper member - .1 1 m. high, central member

.24 m. high.

Projection: .11 m. at bottom, .11 m. at top.

UPPER WALL ZONE: No data -

completely fallen except for lowest course.

OBSERVATIONS: Colonnette in debris with one flat face - .26 m. in diameter, .22 m.

flat face to rounded side. An unpublished Maler photo (Hans Prem, personal communi

cation) shows what I believe to be the east end of this range. This photo shows a group

of three inset colonnettes in the upper wall zone.

ROOF STRUCTURE: The central section of this range is now represented by a high,

pyramidal mound of debris which appears to represent the remains of a large project

ing stairway with a superstructure at the head of the stairway. Size and form of super

structure unknown.

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: As is the case for the other structures of this quadrangle,

the North range shows a combination of Chenes and Puuc features and can best be

classified as Chenes-Puuc in style.
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SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS:

As we have seen, Santa Rosa Xtampak is a large and important site, with a

considerable amount of fairly well preserved architecture. With the exception of the

buildings of the Southeast Quadrangle, which seems to represent a late, transitional

phase, the architectural remains of the other buildings (Palace, Building of the

Serpent-Mouth Facade, Red House and Adjacent Building, Cuartel) show mostly classic

Chenes stylistic traits and features, very similar to those found at other Chenes

sites. In spite of this, these same buildings do include a number of features which

seem to anticipate the later classic Puuc architectural styles such as three-member

base moldings with colonnettes in the central member, inset colonnettes in lower

walls, large, three-quarter round corner columns and groups of three smaller corner

columns, medial and cornice moldings with inset colonnettes, and square doorway

columns or piers with Puuc-like capitals. The buildings of the Southeast Quadrangle

show a combination of Chenes and Puuc features in which the Puuc features actually

predominate, and can be characterized as Chenes-Puuc in style.

All of the above is consistent with the premise that both Paul Gendrop and I have

presented elsewhere (Gendrop, 1984; Andrews, 1985; Andrews and Gendrop, 1987) that

classic Chenes architecture is derived from classic Rio Bee models and to some

extent follows it in time. We also believe that classic Puuc architecture is

essentially derived from Chenes architecture, with a transitional Chenes-Puuc phase

setting the stage for the classic Puuc florescence. Given its size, the character of

its architecture, and its location at the northernmost edge of the Chenes region,

Santa Rosa Xtampak must have played a pivotal role in the cultural history of the

central portion of the Yucatan Peninsula and what is urgently needed now is the kind

of socio-historic data which can only be obtained from the excavation of stratified

cultural remains, including architecture. With this in mind, I earnestly hope that

funds will be found in the very near future to begin the laborious process of the

excavation and consolidation of the remaining structures at Santa Rosa Xtampak

before it is too late. It is imperative that this process begin immediately before the

combined forces of man and nature lead to the complete destruction of its unique

buildings and monuments.
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