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SITE: DZIBANCHE DATE: 12/11/94

I revisited Dzibanche in December of 1994, accompanied by my wife

and assistant, Geraldine Andrews, and Sergio Riou, a Maya

afficiando and guide, who lives near the Xpuhil crossroads in

southern Campeche. We were fortunate to meet up with

, presently in charge of the excavations at Dzibanche, who showed

us around the site and explained the significance of data obtained

from the recent archaeological work at the site.

As suggested by both Thomas Gann and Peter Harrison many

years earlier, Dzibanche is now known to be a large and important

site and is considered to be the "capital" of a small, surrounding

archaeological region which shows a rather distinctive, local

architectural style. Within a three kilometer radius of Dzibanche,

three other archaeological sites are found (Kinichna, Tutil, and the

Central Complex), all of which have buildings whose lower wall

zones are enlivened by slightly projecting pilasters, with a narrow

recessed channel in the center, similar to the pilasters seen on

the principal buildings at Dzibanche.

During our all too brief stay at Dzibanche, we examined and

photographed Temples I and II and the North and South Palaces,

which occupy all four sides of the Principal Plaza, Temple VI or

Temple of the (carved) Lintels, Temple XIII (Temple of the

Captives) and several smaller platforms associated with the plaza

west of the Principal Plaza. Having seen Temple VI some 20 years

earlier, when its substructure was only a rough mound and the

rooms of the upper temple filled with debris, we were particularly

impressed by the details of its stepped pyramidal substructure,

which has four main bodies, and by the height of the rooms in

the upper temple, now that they were cleared of fallen debris

from collapsed walls and vaults. Unfortunately, the roofcomb of

Temple VI is mostly destroyed, reducing its overall height when

seen from the plaza below. Temples I and II are both very

impressive structures and miles of the surrounding countryside

can be seen from the doorways of their upper temples. The lower

part of the roorfcomb of Temple II is well preserved and probably

could be used as the model for the mostly fallen roofombs on

other temples.

The so-called "palaces" on the north and south sides of the

Principal Plaza are probably misnamed since both buildings are

made up of long, gallery-type spaces with multiple doorways,

which clearly must have been used for ceremonial rather than

residential purposes. So far, no large, multi-chambered palaces of

the kind seen at the nearby site of Kohunlich, and further to the



east at numerous sites in the Rio Bee region, have yet been found

at Dzibanche.

Structure XIII, which is also known as the Temple of the

Captives, is of special interest because of the several sculptured

risers of its main stairway, representing captured warriors,

accompanied by hieroglyphic inscriptions. Other important

structures, such as the Ballcourt, the Unknown Building, and the

Small Acropolis have yet to be excavated, as well as numerous

other smaller mounds which make up the balance of the site core.

See recent article on Dzibanche in Arqueologia Mexicana, Vol. II,

No. 10, October-November, 1994.



DZIBANCHE DATE: 1/27/1995

NEW FINDS AT DZIBANCHE

The site now called Dzibanche (earlier spelled Tzibanche) is

situated in the southern part of the State of Quintana Roo in

Mexico about 35 kilometers north and slightly east of the better

known site of Kohunlich (fig. 1). Harrison (1972) gives the

location of the site center as longitude 88 degrees, 47 minutes

west; latitude 18 degrees, 38 minutes north.

Site was first reported by Thomas Gann (1927) who located a

group of six pyramid-temples in the site center which he called

Temples l~W Gann made special note of a carved wooden lintel in

Temple VI. He returned to the same general area some years later

and identified two additional pyramid-temples (Temples VII and

VIII) but, both of these are far enough away from the first group

to be considered as separate sites: Gann's Temple VII is now

known as Kinichna. In 1972, Peter Harrison relocated the site in

conjunction with the Royal Ontario Museum Survey in Quintana Roo

(Harrison, 1972), as well as several other sites in the near

vicinity. Harrison's 1972 report included a plan and brief

description of Temple VI, although it was mostly concerned with

the carved wooden lintels found over the doorways in its medial

wall. I first visited the site in March of 1974, accompanied by my

wife and assistan)(t, Geraldine Andrews, and we recorded some

additional architectural data on Temple VI.

For the next two decades the site remained virtually

unknown to both tourists and archaeologists alike until it was



included in the program of Special Archaeological Projects

(announced in December of 1992) initiated by the then President

of Mexico, Carlos Salinas. Over the next two years much of the

site core was cleared of trees and brush, and several of the

larger structures were excavated and partly restored by

archaeologists from the Quintana Roo Regional Center of I.N.A.H.,

Mexico with Enrique Nalda as project director. Included in this

group were Structures I, II, III, IV, VI, XIII, and XVI. As part of

the same project the huge "Acropolis" at the nearby site of

Kinichna was also excavated, and new excavations were undertaken

at the major site of Kohunlich.

I revisited the site in December of 1994, accompanied by my

wife and assistant, Geraldine Andrews, and Sergio Riou, a Maya

afficianado and guide, who lives near the Xpuhil crossroads in

southern Campeche. We were fortunate to meet up with Arq.

Adriana Velazquez, presently in charge of the excavations at

Dzibanche, who showed us around the site and explained the

significance of data obtained from the recent excavations.

As recognized by both Thomas Gann and Peter Harrison

many years earlier, Dzibanche is now known to be a large and

important site and is seen as the "capital" of a small, surrounding

archaeological region which shows a rather distinctive, local

architectural style. Within a three kilometer radius of Dzibanche,

three other archaeological sites are found (Kinichna, Tutil, and the

Central Complex), all of which have buildings whose lower wall

zones are enlivened by slightly projecting pilasters, with a narrow



recessed channel in the center, similar to the pilasters seen on

the principal buildings at Dzibanche.

During our brief stay at Dzibanche, we examined and

photographed Temples I and II and the North and South Palaces,

which occupy all four sides of the Principal Plaza, Temple VI

(Temple of the 'carved' Lintels), Temple XIII (Temple of the

Captives) and several smaller platforms associated with the plaza

west of the Principal Plaza. Having seen Temple VI some 20 years

earlier, when its substructure was only a rough mound and the

rooms of the upper temple filled with debris, we were particularly

impressed by the newly revealed details of its stepped pyramidal

substructure, which has four main bodies and by the height of

the rooms in the upper temple, now that they were cleared of

fallen debris from collapsed walls and vaults. Unfortunately, the

roofcomb of Temple VI is mostly destroyed, reducing its overall

height when seen from the plaza below. Temples I and II are

both very impressive structures and miles of the surrounding

countryside can be seen from the doorways of their upper

temples. The lower part of the roofcomb of Temple II is well

preserved and probably could be used as the model for the mostly

fallen roofcombs on other temples.

The so-called "palaces" on the north and south sides of the

Principal Plaza are probably misnamed since both buildings are

made up of long, gallery-type spaces with multiple doorways,

which clearly must have been used for ceremonial rather than

residential purposes. So far, no large, multi-chambered palaces of

the kind seen at the nearby site of Kohunlich, and further to the



east at numerous sites in the Rio Bee region, have yet been found

at Dzibanche..

Structure XIII, which is also known as the Temple of the

Captives, is of special interest because of the several sculptured

risers of its main stairway, carrying incised representations of

captured warriors, accompanied by hieroglyphic inscriptions.

Other important structures, such as the Ballcourt, the Unknown

Building, and the Small Acropolis have yet to be excavated, as well

as numerous other smaller mounds which make up the balance of

the site core.

TEMPLE I

Structure I (Temple I) is situated a short distance west of a huge

unexcavated platform called the Pequena Acropolis (Small

Acropolis). As can be seen from the site map (fig. 2), Temple I

faces west onto a rectangular plaza measuring about 40 meters

east west and 90 meters north south. The north and south sides

of this plaza are bouinded by Structures III and IV, also called

the North and South Palaces while the west side is occupied by

Temple II.

Temple I consists of a large pyramidal substructure, about

36 meters high, with five main bodies surmounted by a one-room

superstructure. The -ojM&er rounded corners and "apron type

moldings of the kind found frequently at sites in the Peten in

Guatemala and in Belize. On top of this substructure is found the

temple proper, which has only one long and narrow room equipped

with three small benches (fig. 3). The single room was covered
j
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over with a corbelled masonry vault, now mostly fallen, above

which rose a roofcomb, now also fallen. The temple could be

reached by a broad stairway on the west side of the

substructure, divided into five main runs.

Temple I shows two main construction phases: in the most

recent, its substructure was decorated with large masks, four on

each side of the central stairway. Unfortunately, these masks are

now mostly destroyed. In its earlier phase, the substructure was

decorated with painted motifs in large panels, only traces of which

are still preserved. The lower walls of the upper temple were

decorated with pairs of plain pilasters at the corners, with

additional pilasters in between on the rear wall.

TEMPLE II

Temple II, which is situated on the west side of the plaza with

Temple I on its east side, stands on a lower level and faces west

onto a plaza of its own (fig. 2). The substructure of Temple II, in

the form of a stepped and truncated pyramid about 30 meters

high, supports a good-sized temple-type building with two rooms

on its summit which is reached by a projecting stairway on its

west side. The exterior of the temple measures about 20 meters

long and 6 meters wide, and over the medial wall is a trapazoidal-

shaped roofcomb.

During its recent excavation, the substructure was found to

contain various funerary structures in whose interiors were found

important offerings as well as the remains of a person, surely one

of the "kings" of Dzibanche during the Late Classic period.



The upper temple is noteworthy for its massive roofcomb,

and for the paneled effect achieved in its lower walls, which is

the result of the pairs of rectangular pilasters which are found at

the four corners and at several points in between (fig. 4). The

rooms of the temple are also of particular interest since they are

narrower in the center than at the ends. Gann (1935:156)

indicated that both rooms were 1.93 meters wide at the ends but

only 0.61 meters wide at the center.

TEMPLE XIII (Temple of the Captives)

Temple XIII is situated on the west side of the plaza dominated by

Temple II and its central axis is aligned with the stairway of

Temple II and the circular altar near the center of the plaza (fig.

2). Structure XIII has a long, stepped substructure with rounded

corners and "apron" type moldings. The faces of its stepped

sides show inset masks, now mostly destroyed except for their

projecting stone armatures and traces of stucco sculptures (fig.

5). The upper temple shows three parallel ranges of rooms whose

vaults have entirely fallen.

Structure XIII shows several construction stages: during the

last stage, an additional flight of stairs was added to the lower

part of the original stairway, which leads to the principal plaza to

the east. This addition was made using large blocks of stone,

some of them carved with representations of captured warriors,

accompanied by glyphs. These blocks appear to have been carved

for use in an earlier, and different, building which was later

dismantled and the carved blocks were reused in Structure XIII,



in other stairways, or were found in the debris of nearby

buildings.

TEMPLE VI

Some distance north of the plaza complex dominated by Structure

II and XIII, Temple VI (Temple of the Lintels) is found. This is

the building which gives the site its name (Dzibanche signifies

writing on wood). Temple VI consists of a stepped, pyramidal

substructure, with four main bodies, which supports a two-room

temple on top. A projecting stairway lacking ramps, with three

main sections, is found on the west side of the substructure,

giving access to the upper temple (fig. 6). The stepped sides of

the substructure show talud-tablero moldings, in the style of

those seen at Teotihuacan.

On top of this substructure is a temple with two long rooms,

one behind the other, each of which has three doorways (fig. 7).

Two of the doorways in the medial wall have wooden lintels with

calendric inscriptions, one of which is in situ; the other has been

replaced by new beams of jabim, the same material of the original

lintel. According to Harrison (1972:500) the best interpretation of

the date on the north lintel is 9.6.0.0.0 9 Ahau 3 Uayeb (A.D. 554).

As is the case with both Temples I and II, the lower wall

zone on the exterior of Temple VI is marked by pairs of

rectangular pilasters, which are found at all corners, with several

others on the rear wall as well. As a point of special interest, it

is noteworthy that the rear wall of a building on an intermediate

level of Structure XIII at Calakmul, a very large and important



site located some 150 kilometers east-southeast of Dzibanche,

shows similar pairs of pilasters in its lower wall zone. The

building with this decorated wall was later covered over by new

construction, which accounts for its preservation.

At the moment, I have no way of accounting for the same

very rare detail appearing at two such widely separated sites but

while Lintel 3 of Structure VI at Dzibanche has been tentatively

dated to 9.6.0.0.0 (554 A.D.), the building with the pilasters of

Structure XIII at Calakmul has been tentatively dated to 771 A.D.

on the basis of the date on a stela erected on the stairway in

front of this building. The difference between these dates

suggest that the pilasters on the building at Calakmul are the

result of influences from Dzibanche rather than the reverse.

SUMMARY

The recent excavations at Dzibanche show clearly that its

architecture, and that at its associated sites (Kinichna, Tutil,

Central Complex) differs from that seen to the south at Kohunlich

and from that seen at other sites in Quintana Roo further to the

north. At Kohunlich (35 kilometers south of Dzibanche), the

earliest architecture shows Peten related forms and details. These

were followed by Rio Bee style buildings, some of which were later

covered over by structures in a third, more "local" style. The

group of sites to the north, and slightly west of Dzibanche as

described by Harrison (1981), show Central Yucatan (Rio Bee)

related architecture, overlaid by much later Lobil Phase,

Postclassic architecture.



At Dzibanche, the substructures supporting temples or

"palace-type" structures also show Peten-like forms (apron and

talud-tablero moldings) but superstructures (buildings) which

show no Rio Bee traits, were executed in what strikes me as a

purely local style, which combines middle Classic, Peten-like

construction technology (very roughly dressed block walls

surmounted by roughly dressed corbelled slab vaults) with

exterior forms showing multi-membered base and medial moldings

and walls decorated with pairs of pilasters, both at corners and at

intervals in between, forming large, recessed panels.

Superstructures also carried heavy, single-wall roofcombs, |

centered over medial walls as opposed to the hollow, chambered

roofcombs erected over the rear rooms of numerous buildings in (

the Peten. While the slightly sloping upper wall zones of

buildings at Dzibanche appear to have been mostly plain, an upper

wall of the upper temple nearby at Kinichna did carry an Ahau

sign, executed in stucco (Gann, 1935). This decorative element

appears to be the exception, rather than the rule, however, since

no other known buildings in the Dzibanche sub-region appear to

have carried similar stucco decorative forms in their upper wall

zones.

George F. Andrews

December, 1994
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DZIBANCHE, Temple VI. Rear room, looking south
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DZIBANCHE, Structure XIII. View of east side
to
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SITE: DZIBANCHE NUMBER DATE: 3/4/1974

& March 1995

BACKGROUND

Site was first reported by Thomas Gann (1927) who located a

group of six pyramid-temples in the site center which he called

Temples I-VI. Gann made special note of a carved wooden lintel in

Temple VI. He returned to the same general area on two other

occasions some years later and identified two additional pyramid-

temples (Temples VII and VIII), but both of these were far enough

away from the first group to be considered as separate sites. In

1972, Peter Harrison relocated the site in conjunction with the

Royal Ontario Museum survey in Quintana Roo (Harrison, 1972), as

well as several other sites in the near vicinity. Harrison's 1972

report included a plan and brief description of Temple VI,

although it was mostly concerned with the carved wooden lintels

found over the doorways in the medial wall. I first visited the

site in March of 1974, accompanied by my wife and assistant,

Geraldine Andrews , and we recorded some additional architectural

data on Temple VI.

For the next two decades the site remained virtually unknown to

both tourists and archaeologists alike until it was included in the

program of Special Archaeological Projects (announced in December

of 1992) initiated by the then President of Mexico, Carlos Salinas.

Over the next two years much of the site core was cleared of

trees and brush, and several of the larger structures were

excavated and partly restored, including Structures I, II, III, IV,

VI, XIII, XIV, XV and XVI by archaeologists from the Quintana Roo

Regional Center of I.N.A.H, Mexico (Nalda et al 1994). During this

same period, the huge "Acropolis" at the nearby site of Kinichna

was also excavated, and new excavations were undertaken at the

major site of Kohunlich, which is situated about 35 kilometers

south of Dzibanche. My wife and I revisited Dzibanche in

December of 1994 and March of 1995 and made a preliminary study

of the recently excavated pyramids, platforms, and

superstructures.

SITUATION

According to Harrison (1972) the site center is located at longitude

88 degrees, 47 minutes West; latitude 18 degrees, 38 minutes

North. This puts it about 17 km north of the Chetumal-Escarcega

highway and about 35 km north, and slightly east of the better

known site of Kohunlich.



TOPOGRAPHY

The site is situated on a high peninsula of land surrounded by

bajos, which are inundated during the rainy season. Fortunately,

a new all-weather road to the site has recently been completed

which provides access to the site on a year-round basis.

Harrison (19 : ) described a series of straight lines forming a

roughly 90 degree grid evident on air photos of the surrounding

bajos, suggesting some form of ancient agricultural undertaking in

the bajos.

WATER SUPPLY

Good sized aguada on east side of site, filled by a seasonal river,

and Gann mentions remains of chultunes in site core which may

have been of the water-storage type.

MAPS

Sketch map of site core included with present report. More

detailed site map undoubtedly made by I.N.A.H. personnel as part

of basic site study but I have not seen this.

SIZE

Site core covers at least one square kilometer. Some question as

to whether sites within three kilometer radius of site center

(Kinichna, Tutill, Central Complex) should be called part of greater

Dzibanche or not. If so, site may have covered an area of about

28 square kilometers.

CIVIC PLAN

The major structures in the site core are organized around a

series of interconnecting plazas on at least two different levels.

Good-sized, sprawling platform complex runs north and northeast

from the Pequena Acropolis (east of Temple I) which terminates at

the northeast corner of the site core where the ballcourt is found.

The location of the court near the edge of the central core area

differs considerably from most other sites where ballcourts are

generally found near the center of the site, surrounded by the

most important buildings.

COMMENTS

My three visits to Dzibanche (1974, 1994, 1995) were all woefully

brief and the above comments should be taken as preliminary,

pending more detailed investigations at Dzibanche, which I hope to

be able to accomplish in the near future.
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SITE: DZIBANCHE DATE: 3/3/1995

STRUCTURE I

GENERAL DESCRIPTION: Structure I consists of a high, stepped

pyramidal substructure with 5 bodies surmounted by a one-room

temple-type building. A broad stairway on the west side of the

substructure gives access to the upper temple, which has a single

exterior doorway facing west. The temple originally carried a

high roofcomb, which is now mostly fallen.

ORIENTATION: Main facade faces west, overlooking rear of Temple

II

EXTERIOR DETAILS: Details below are for west facade

BASE MOLDING:

Form: Rectangular, single-member molding

Size: About 0.38 m high

Projection: 5-7 cm

LOWER WALL ZONE:

Height: About 2.44 m, top of base to bottom of medial

molding

Stonework: Walls faced with roughly dressed rectangular

blocks

Thickness: Front wall 1.22 m thick at door jambs

Decoration: None. Unlike Temples II and VI, which have

pairs of pilasters at several locations, the lower walls of

Temple I are plain.

DOORWAYS:

Shape: Rectangular

Jambs: Faced with roughly dressed blocks, similar to those

used for wall facings

Lintels: Fallen, but probably wood

MEDIAL MOLDING:

Form: Uncertain; only one course of molding in place

Size: Uncertain -

see above

Projection: 0.15 m (+/-)

Decoration: None noted

UPPER WALL ZONE:

Height: No data; partly fallen



Stonework: No real data; exterior stripped off

Decoration: No data

CORNICE: No data; completely fallen

ROOF STRUCTURE: Traces of roofcomb at south end

Description: Too destroyed to be sure of form

Location: Centered over only room ?

Dimensions: No data

Decoration: No data

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: Peten style



SITE: DZIBANCHE DATE: 3/3/1995

STRUCTURE: TEMPLE I

INTERIOR DETAILS: Room 1

DIMENSIONS:

Length: 9.73 m

Width: 1.73 m at south end

WALLS:

Height: 2.64 m, floor to springline

Thickness: Front wall 1.23 m thick at doorway

Stonework: Walls faced with small, roughly dressed

rectangular blocks set in uneven courses.

Doorways: Doorway in front wall 2.97 m wide

Rod Sockets: None visible

Cordholders: Horizontal, post-type cordholders both sides of

doorway

Wall Openings: None

Platforms: Three benches against back wall. Bench at south

end 1.47 m long, 0.96 m wide, 0.41 m high. Central bench

3.13 m long, 0.96 m wide, 0.43 m high. Bench in north end

1.32 m long, 1.06 m wide, 0.40 m high

VAULTS:

Springline Offset: About 0.16 m, long walls

Height: 1.55 m, springline to bottom of capstones

Form: Vault faces essentially straight

Sstonework: Vault faced with roughly dressed or undressed

slabs with considerable chinking in joints

Capstones: Capstone span varies: 0.46-0.61 m

Crossbeams: One row of crossbeams just above springline.

Additional row at third point of vault

OBSERVATIONS: Long, medium-width room which is typical for

(A**v front rooms of Temples at Dzibanche



SITE: DZIBANCHE DATE: 3/3/1995

STRUCTURE: TEMPLE I

INTERIOR DETAILS: Room 1

DIMENSIONS:

Length: 9.73 m

Width: 1.73 m at south end

WALLS:

Height: 2.64 m, floor to springline

Thickness: Front wall 1.23 m thick at doorway

Stonework: Walls faced with small, roughly dressed

rectangular blocks set in uneven courses.

Doorways: Doorway in front wall 2.97 m wide

Rod Sockets: None visible

Cordholders: Horizontal, post-type cordholders both sides of

doorway

Wall Openings: None

Platforms: Three benches against back wall. Bench at south

end 1.47 m long, 0.96 m wide, 0.41 m high. Central bench

3.13 m long, 0.96 m wide, 0.43 m high. Bench in north end

1.32 m long, 1.06 m wide, 0.40 m high

VAULTS:

Springline Offset: About 0.16 m, long walls

Height: 1.55 m, springline to bottom of capstones

Form: Vault faces essentially straight

Sstonework: Vault faced with roughly dressed or undressed

slabs with considerable chinking in joints

Capstones: Capstone span varies: 0.46-0.61 m

Crossbeams: One row of crossbeams just above springline.

Additional row at third point of vault

OBSERVATIONS: Long, medium-width room which is typical for

main rooms of Temples at Dzibanche
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SITE: DZIBANCHE DATE: 3/3/1995

STRUCTURE: TEMPLE II

GENERAL DESCRIPTION: Temple II, which is situated on the west

side of the plaza with Temple I on its east side, has its front side

on a lower level, and faces west onto a good-sized plaza of its

own. The substructure of Temple II, the lower part of which has

not yet been excavated, supports a good-sized superstructure on

its upper level. A stairway on the west side of the substructure

led to a superstructure with a high roofcomb, now only partly

preserved. During its recent excavation, the substructure was

found to contain several tombs in whose interiors were found

important offerings as well as the remains of a person, presumably

one of the rulers of Dzibanche during the Late Classic period.

There are three descriptions of the upper temple (Gann, 1935,

Harrison, 1973b, and descriptive plaque at base of substructure)

which offer somewhat confusing, and contradictory, views of this

building:

From Gann, 1935:

Temple II, situated about 50 yards to the west of

Temple I, was 66 ft long, 20 ft wide, and 13 ft high,

outside measurements. It stands on a stone faced

pyramidal substructure nearly 100 ft high, and was

originally crowned by a roof comb, only 15 ft of which

now remains standing. On the west side, a stone

stairway 36 ft wide leads up to the substructure and

to the entrance to the building. Within are two

rooms, placed one behind the other, each 58 ft long

and 18 ft high. Both rooms are 6 ft 4 ins broad at

their ends, but narrow down to 2 ft in the center,

probably to permit the thickening of the walls to

carry the tremendous weight of the roof comb.

From Harrison, 1973b:

The three best examples of standing architecture at

Tzibanche are the structures which Gann labeled as

Temples I, II, and VI. Of these, Temples II and VI are

nearly identical in their floor plans, while Temple I

differs in having a single room instead of tandem

rooms. The three structures are very similar in their

proportions (long in relation to width).
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From plaque in front of Temple II

It (Temple II) is the loftiest one at Dzibanche. It has

a temple with two galleries probably constructed at

different times. The one in front is the most recent.

The rear corridor, which is narrower and higher, is

reinforced at its ends to prevent the collapse of its

walls which supported a hollowed out trapezoidal

cresting (roofcomb) that perhaps held toward the

rear, three stucco masks or medallions. The temple's

pediments (lower walls) retain panels four at the

back and three on each side.

The three descriptions of Temple II given above are clearly at

odds with one another, particularly when the sketch plan of

Temple II which accompanies the descriptive plaque at the site is

considered. According to this plan (fig. ), Temple II does have

only two rooms but the rear room is shown as being very narrow,

with an exceptionally thick wall on its west side. It is also shown

as having the same width at both the center and ends, not

"tapered" as described by Gann. In addition, the front room is

shown as a much wider room with rather thin walls, compared to

the original room. This outer room is also shown as having three

doorways instead of the single doorway suggested by Gann.

Unfortunately, I cannot reconcile these differing descriptions since

it was not possible for me to actually reach the upper level of

Temple II and examine its interior, as these rooms had been placed

off limits by I.N.A.H. One reason for this is that the lower part of

the substructure has not yet been excavated and at present, is

nothing more than a rather smooth-sided earthen mound, whose

main stairway is either still covered over or has been destroyed

(fig. ). In any event, there is a real question in my mind if the

sketch plan shown on the site plaque is correct or not since my

photos (figs. & ) show clearly that the upper temple building

is much wider than suggested by this sketch plan, leading me to

believe that the original building did have two narrow rooms and

that a third, and wider, room was added at a later date. It is

also clear from my photos of the south side of Temple II that the

floor level and medial molding of the front room are considerably

lower than those of the original building (fig. ). Hopefully, a

detailed, official report on the excavations at Dzibanche will be

issued in the near future which will clarify the true arrangement

and room sizes of Temple II. as well as its construction sequence.



EXTERIOR DETAILS: Details below are for north, south and east

(rear) facades.

ORIENTATION: Main facade faces west.

BASE MOLDING:

Form: Two members, each with narrow projecting molding at

top.

Size: About 1.06 m high overall.

Projection: 0.25 m at top.

LOWER WALL ZONE:

Height: About 3.19 m high, top of base to bottom of medial

molding.

Stonework: Walls faced with roughly dressed rectangular

blocks, set in uneven courses.

Thickness: Ne-~da4a. s'-t-"

Decoration: Walls decorated with slightly projecting pairs of

pilasters, which create a series of recessed panels; four at

rear and three at sides. See photos.

Other: Note that floor level and medial molding of front

portion of upper temple are lower than those of rear

room(s). (See photos.^)

DOORWAYS:

Shape: Rectangular.

Jambs: Faced with small rectangular blocks, similar to those

used for wall facings.

Lintels: Wood; original lintels fallen.

MEDIAL MOLDING:

Form: Two members, each with slight inward slope.

Size: Overall height about 0.75 m.

Projection 0.10 m at bottom.

Decoration: None.

UPPER WALL ZONE:

Height: 1.29 m, top of medial molding to bottom of cornice.

Stonework: Same as in lower walls.

Decoration: None in place.

Other: Upper wall has slight inward slope from bottom to

top.

CORNICE:

Form: Single member molding with slight inward slope. <^



Size: About 0.20 m high.

Projection: About 0.075 m at bottom.

Decoration: None.

ROOF STRUCTURE:

Description: Two-part roofcomb; hollow lower section with

solid section above.

Location: Over rear room.

Dimensions: No data.

Decoration: Uncertain; none in place at present time, f !*

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: Local style, very similar to that seen in

Structure VI.

COMMENTS: See General Description above for discussion of

questions regarding number of rooms and correct plan of upper

temple.
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DZIBANCHE, TemDle II. Sketch plan (from plaque at site)

DZIBANCHE, Quintana Roo

Temple II

G.F. Andrews, 1995
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DZIBANCHE, Temple II. East elevation, upper temple

o

DZIBANCHE, Quintana Roo

Temple II

G.F. Andrews, 1995



SITE: DZIBANCHE DATE: 3/3/1995

STRUCTURE: SOUTH PALACE (STRUCTURE IV)

GENERAL DESCRIPTIONS Very long, rectangular building with two

parallel, gallery-like rooms, each of which has nine exterior

doorways. Building stands on stepped platform which appears to

have had broad stairway on north side, which was removed during

pre-Colonial times.

EXTERIOR DETAILS: Details below are for north facade

ORIENTATION: Main facade faces north

BASE MOLDING:

Form: Single member, rectangular molding

Size: About 0.30 m

Projection: 5 cm at top

LOWER WALL ZONE:

Height: Uncertain; upper portions fallen

Stonework: Walls faced with rectangular blocks, only roughly

dressed

Thickness: North wall 1.62 m thick at doorjambs

Decoration: None

DOORWAYS:

Shape: Rectangular

Jambs: Faced with small, roughly dressed blocks, similar to

those used for wall facings

Lintels: Fallen; probably wood

MEDIAL MOLDING: No data; completely fallen

UPPER WALL ZONE: No data; completely fallen

CORNICE: No data; completely fallen

ROOF STRUCTURE: None

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: Early/Late Classic Peten style

COMMENTS: The nine doorways in the north and south walls of

this building, and those in the North Palace as well, which are

also nine in number, are assumed to refer to the nine layers of



the Maya underworld. The use of the term "palace" to describe

this building (and the North Palace as well) is clearly a misnomer

since the long, gallery-like spaces of both buildings are entirely

unsuited to residential usage. It seems more likely that both

buildings were used for ceremonial purposes, perhaps in

connection with ceremonies marking important events in the lives

of departed rulers.



SITE: DZIBANCHE DATE: 3/3/1995

STRUCTURE: SOUTH "PALACE" (STRUCTURE IV)

INTERIOR DETAILS: Room 1 (North Room)

DIMENSIONS:

Length: Uncertain; 47-50 m

Width: 1.17 m

WALLS:

Height: 2.79 m, floor to springline, rear wall

Thickness: Front (north) wall 1.62 m thick at doorjambs.

Dividing wall to rear room 1.83 m thick

Stonework: Walls faced with roughly dressed rectangular

blocks

Doorways: Nine doorways in north wall. Central doorway

2.21 m wide, lateral doorways about 1.88 m wide. Five

doorways in medial wall, about same width as doorways in

exterior walls

Rod Sockets: No data

Cordholders: No data

Wall Openings: None, other than doorways in front and

medial walls

Platforms: None

Other: Location of (or former presence of) end walls

uncertain

VAULTS:

Springline Offset: About 0.15 m

Height: No data; only a few courses of vault stones in place

Form: No data

Stonework: Vaults faced with roughly dressed or undressed

thin slabs, set in thick bed of mortar, with considerable

chinking

Capstones: No data

Crossbeams: No data

OBSERVATIONS: Rear room (south room) very similar to front room

except that it is 1.27 m wide. South room has nine doorways in

south wall, similar to those in north wall of north room.
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DZIBANCHE, South Palace. Plan (North Palace similar)

DZIBANCHE, Quintana Roo

South Palace

G.F. Andrews, 1995



SITE: DZIBANCHE DATE: 12/10/94

STRUCTURE VI

GENERAL NOTES: As noted in my report on Structure VI from

1974, I first recorded some data on this building shortly after the

site had been relocated by Peter Harrison (1972). At that time,

Structure VI was nothing more than a large, high tree-covered

mound with the remains of a badly fallen two-room building on

top. See data sheets from 1974 for details of upper temple visible

in 1994.

Following its recent excavation and consolidation, Structure

VI is now known to consist of a stepped, pyramidal substructure

with four main bodies with a broad, two-part stairway on its west

side, which supports a two-room temple-type building on its

uppermost level. Each of the rooms has three doorways facing

west and as noted by both Gann and Harrison, two of the lintels

over the doorways in the medial wall have carved wooden lintels

above. The roofcomb over the medial wall is now mostly fallen but

a small portion toward the south end is still in place. As can be

seen in my photographs from 1974 and the new photographs taken

20 years later (December, 1994), the exterior walls of Temple VI,

which are rather high by normal Maya standards, are decorated

with good-sized masonry pilasters, each with a narrow vertical

channel in the center. As noted elsewhere in the present report,

buildings at nearby sites such as Kinichna, Tutil, and Central

Complex also have similar pilasters in their lower wall zones. Of

particular interest to me, however, is the fact that the rear wall

of a building on the upper level of Structure XIII at Calakmul, a

very large and important site located some 150 kilometers east

southeast of Dzibanche, shows similar pilasters, also with a narrow

recessed channel in the center. The wall on Structure XIII at

Calakmul was later covered over by a larger structure, indicating

that the wall with pilasters was built during an earlier era than

the outer building, but how much earlier is still an open question.

At the moment, I have no way of accounting for the same

very rare detail appearing at such widely separated sites but

according to the chronological chart accompanying the descriptions

of both Dzibanche and Calakmul in Arquelogia Mexicana (1994:

12,13), Dzibanche appears to have been occupied for a much

longer period of time than Calakmul, suggesting that the pilasters

on Structure XIII at Calakmul are the result of influences from

Dzibanche, rather than the reverse.

In support of this relationship, Harrison (1972: ) gives a

tentative date of 9.6.0.0.0 (A.D. 554) for Lintel 3 of this building



which is considerably earlier than the proposed construction dates

of the buildings at Calakmul, which have tentatively been set at

A.D. 700-950. The dates on the stelae at Calakmul as read by

Morley many years ago begin at 9.10.0.0.5 and end at 9.12.10.0.0

which provides the basis for the construction dates of the

adjacent buildings.



SITE: DZIBANCHE DATE: March 1995

STRUCTURE VI (Building of the Lintels)

GENERAL DESCRIPTION: Following its recent excavation and

restoration, Structure VI is now known to consist of two main

components: 1) a stepped, pyramidal substructure with four bodies

and a broad, projecting stairway on its west side; and 2) a two-

room, temple-type building which stands on its uppermost level.

Each of the rooms of the upper temple has three doorways facing

west and as noted earlier by both Gann and Harrison, two of the

lintels over the doorways jn the medial wall had carved wooden

lintels above. A selid^ single-walleroofcomb is found over the rear

room, most of which is now fallen, but a small portion is still

preserved near the south end. The substructure, with its sloped

sides and inset panels is reminiscent of the architecture at

Teotihuacan and has been dated to the Early Classic period. The

upper temple, with its paneled lower wall zone marked off by

pairs of slightly projecting pilasters, was probably constructed

during the Late Classic period.

EXTERIOR DETAILS: Details below are for all facades.

ORIENTATION: Main facade faces west.

BASE MOLDING:

Form: Two main members with narrow projecting moldings at

top of each member.

Size: About o,$h^high overall.

Projection: About 0.15 m at top.

LOWER WALL ZONE:

Height: ^da*a./*'~5'^ r**> ? **** - -***>* <7
^ ^ '

Stonework: Walls faced with small to medium-sized roughly

dressed rectangular blocks, set in uneven courses.

Thickness: 1.22 to 1.52 m.

Decoration: Pairs of slightly projecting pilasters, with

narrow vertical channel in center, at corners and in

between.

DOORWAYS:

Shape: Rectangular.

Jambs: Wood; now fallen.



MEDIAL MOLDING:

Form: Single member, rectangular molding ?

Size: About high.

Projection: 0.16 m at bottom.

Decoration: None visible.

UPPER WALL ZONE:

Height: No data; mostly fallen.

Stonework: Same as seen in lower walls.

Decoration: None in place.

Other: Gann (1935:156) says that exterior had been painted

in various colors, but little, if any, paint now remains.

CORNICE: No data; completely fallen.

ROOF STRUCTURE:

Description: Sing4e--w^4r^eli^^oo#cofflb.
r ^

!

-^ *rUrt^

Location: Over rear room.

Dimensions: No data, but base of roofcomb appears to be

about iV-'V thick, ^> *-~} hrfcw

Decoration: None in place.

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: Local style with Peten-like stonework and

construction technology.

COMMENTS: The pairs of pilasters in the lower wall zone of the

upper temple of Structure VI are rare, but not unique, as similar

pilasters are found in the lower wall zones of buildings at the

nearby sites of Tutil and the Central Complex, although the

pilasters at the latter site are rounded rather than rectangular.

Of particular interest, however, is the fact that the rear wall of a

now-buried building on an intermediate level of Structure XIII at

Calakmul shows similar pilasters, also with narrow vertical

channels in the center. Calakmul is located in the southern part

of the state of Campeche, about 150 kilometers west-southwest of

Dzibanche. The wall with the pilasters at Calakmul was later

covered over by a larger solid masonry substructure, indicating

that the wall with the pilasters was constructed in an earlier era,

but how much earlier is still an open question.

At the moment, I have no way of accounting for the same very

rare detail appearing on buildings at such widely separated sites,

but according to the proposed chronology for architecture at

Dzibanche, it was occupied for a longer period of time than

Calakmul, suggesting that the pilasters on the buried rooms atj<~>
\ 6



Calakmul are the result of influences flowing westward from

Dzibanche, rather than the reverse.
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SITE: TZIBANCHE DATE: 3/4/1974

STRUCTURE: TEMPLE VI

INTERIOR DETAILS: Room 2 (Rear room)

DIMENSIONS:

Length: About 17.45 m.

Width: 1.22 to 1.35 m.

WALLS:

Height: No data. <''
"

Thickness: End wall 1.23 m thick. Dividing wall to front

room 1.55 m thick at doorway.

Stonework: Walls faced with roughly dressed blocks and

slabs set in thick beds of mortar and small stones.

Doorways: North and south doorways in central dividing wall

have carved wooden lintels still in place. South doorway

1.52 m wide.

Rod Sockets: No data.

Cordholders: No data.

Wall Openings: Several small holes (ventilators) about 0.175

m square in end walls.

Platforms: No data.

Other: According to Harrison (1973) Lintel 3 (over south

doorway) has inscription giving date of 9.6.0.0.0 9 Ahau 3

Uayeb (A.D. 554). In contrast, plaque at site gives date as

733 A.D.

VAULTS:

Springline Offset: None in long walls or in end walls.

Height: 1.31 m, bottom of lintel to bottom of wooden "floor"

at south end of vault. According to Gann (1935:157) vault

continues upward another 1.52 m to bottom of capstones.

Form: Faces of vault essentially straight.

Stonework: Vault faced with roughly dressed thin slabs set

in thick beds of mortar.

Capstones: Capstone span about 0.30 m.

Crossbeams: Four rows of crossbeams in vault. Lowest row

at height where vault springline would normally occur.

Other: Wooden "floor" near mid-point (vertically) of vault at U*l

ends of room, with about 0.61 m of stones above. See

photos.



OBSERVATIONS: Very high, narrow room which is noteworthy for

carved wooden lintels over doorways in medial wall and for unique

"floor" detail in vault as noted above.

5



! !

I <

bench
2

1

9

|W

0 5

rLTLTL

1

I L

10 15 FT

4 5 M

J 1

DZIBANCHE, Quintana Roo

Temple VI

G.F. Andrews, 1995

DZIBANCHE, Temple VI. Plan



DZIBANCHE, Structure VI. south

elevation, lower wall zone.

DZIBANCHE, Quintana Roo

Temple VI

G.F. Andrews, 1995
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SITE: DZIBANCHE DATE: March 1995

TEMPLE XIII (Temple of the Captives)

Temple XIII is situated on the west side of the plaza dominated by

Temple II and its central axis is aligned with the stairway of

Temple II and the circular altar near the center of the plaza (fig.

2). Structure XIII has a long, stepped substructure with rounded

corners and "apron" type moldings. The faces of its stepped

sides show inset masks, now mostly destroyed except for their

projecting stone armatures and traces of stucco sculpture. The

upper temple shows three parallel ranges of rooms but only the

central range appears to have been vaulted; the others may have

had thatched roofs.

Structure XIII shows several construction stages: during the

last stage, an additional flight of stairs was added to the lower

part of the original stairway, which leads to the principal plaza to

the east. This addition was made using large blocks of stone,

some of them carved with representations of captured warriors,

accompanied by glyphs. These blocks appear to have beenm

carved for use in an earlier, and different, building which was

later dismantled and some of the carved blocks reused in

Structure XIII.



SITE: DZIBANCHE DATE: March 1995

STRUCTURES XV and XVI

STRUCTURE XV

Structure XV occupies the south side of the Plaza which has

Structure II on its east side, Structures XII, XIII and XIV on its

west side, and Structure XVI on its north side (see site plan).

Structure XV is comprised of a low, stepped platform with a

complex shape which in turn supports a long, gallery-type

superstructure with five doorways on its north side. As is the

case with the adjacent structures, the present form of Structure

XV is the result of several building stages involving additions to

the substructure and changes to the superstructure. The latter

deviates from the norm at Dzibanche since it contains three

benches, one of which is L-shaped, and all three benches carry

decorative forms, perhaps re-used from another structure.

STRUCTURE XVI

Structure XVI occupies the north side of the large plaza which is

dominated by Temple II (see site plan). It consists of two main

components: 1) a complex substructure, which is the result of

several major building phases; and 2) a long superstructure which

was later mostly dismantled. The main stairway(s) on the south

side are somewhat unusual as there are actually three separate

flights of stairs with stepped tiers in between, forming stadium

like platforms from which ceremonies in the plaza below could be

watched.

According to the plaque accompanying Structure XVI, it went

through four constructional stages; the first two belonging to the

Early Classic (300-600 A.D.) and the later two to Late Classic and

Terminal Classic (600-900 and 900-1000) A.D.) The portion of the

Early Classic substructure just west of the projecting stairway

shows sloped sides with a double talud and inset corners.



DZIBANCHE, View of Kinichna from Temple I
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DZIBANCHE, Temple I. As seen from South Palace

DZIBANCHE, Temple I. View of west side
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DZIBANCHE, Temple II. View of west side



DZIBANCHE, Temple II. View of southeast corner

DZIBANCHE, south end of upper temple
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DZIBANCHE, Temple II. View of east side, showing upper temple & roofcomb
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DZIBANCHE, Temple II. Detail of upper temple, east side
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DZIBANCHE, Temple II. View of rear (east side)

DZIBANCHE, Temple II. View of west side from lower plaza
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DZIBANCHE, Temple VI. West side

DZIBANCHE, Temple VI. As seen from plaza
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DZIBANCHE, Structure XIII. Structure XIV to right

DZIBANCHE, Structure XIII. View of east side
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SITE: KINICHNA, Q.R. DATE: 3/1995

The site now known as Kinichna was first reported by Thomas

Gann (1935:159-163), who visited the site in 1931. Gann called the

huge acropolis complex he found there Temple VII of Tzibanche,

even though he recognized that it was some distance from the

central core of the latter site. Since Gann's time, its name has

been changed to Kinichna in recognition of the stucco sculptures

of the Maya sun god Kinich Ahau on the upper facade of the

uppermost temple, first seen and photographed by Gann (1935, fig.

2) in 1931. Unfortunately, these sculptures have now fallen or

were deliberately removed by looters. Almost nothing more was

heard about Temple VII/Kinichna for another 40 years, when Peter

Harrison (1972, 1973, 1974, 1978) relocated the site in connection

with his reconnaissance survey of the southern portion of

Quintana Roo. Harrison provided a good sketch plan of the huge

acropolis complex at Kinichna which showed its basic components

in proper relationship to one another. A copy of this plan is

included in the present report. Harrison also noted a

number of smaller mounds in the areas south and west of the

Acropolis, many of which appeared to be parts of small residential

groups.

During my brief visit to the nearby site of Dzibanche in

1974, I saw Kinichna from a distance but did not visit it, and once

again, it languished in the backwaters of Maya archaeology until

1992 when it was included in the program of excavation and

restoration of important archaeological sites in all parts of Mexico



instituted by the then president of Mexico, Carlos Salinas.

Included in the same program was the nearby site of Dzibanche,

as well as Kohunlich, a large site situated some 36 kilometers

south of Dzibanche. Over the next two years, the upper portion

of the giant acropolis at Kinichna was excavated and partly

restored by archaeologists from the Quintana Roo centro of I.N.A.H.

, Mexico (Nalda et al, 1994). The lower body of the acropolis,

which now appears mostly as a high earthern mound, has yet to

be excavated and restored. A broad stairway on the south side of

this mound (now almost completely faUen) leads to the main level

of the upper portion of the Acropolis.

I visited the site in March of 1995, accompanied by my wife

and assistant, Geraldine D. Andrews. We examined the recently

excavated buildings on the three upper levels of the Acropolis and

made note of the Peten related architectural forms and style of aU

of these smaU buildings and their supporting substructures. The

five buildings on the upper level of the Acropolis are organized

around a broad central stairway, divided into two main runs,

giving access to the buildings at the various levels. Sketch plans

(not measured) and brief descriptions of these buildings are

presented below.

BUILDINGS ON LEVEL B (lower level, upper portion of acropolis)

Two, two-room temples, separated by a broad stairway, are found

on this level; both buildings are oriented to the south, looking

towards Dzibanche and both temples stand on two-tiered

substructures with rounded corners and sloping sides (fig. ).

The two rooms of both temples were covered over with masonry



vaults, now mostly fallen, and each had a single exterior doorway

in its south wall. Both buildings show the same ground plan, with

the two rooms one behind the other, and the end walls of the rear

rooms project out beyond the end walls of the front rooms (fig.

). There is also a slightly projecting section centered in their

rear waUs (fig. ) and this projection continues up into the upper

facade. Both of these details are typical for Peten style buildings

as are the profiles of the stepped sides of their supporting

substructures. Very little of the upper facade of either temple is

still in place but they appear to have had projecting medial

moldings and probably had similar cornice moldings above (fig.

).

BUILDINGS ON LEVEL C (intermediate level, upper portion of

Acropolis)

Two, one-room temples are found on this level which face toward

one another across a broad terrace. Both stand on low

substructures with sloping sides and have projecting stairways on

their east and west sides respectively (fig. ). In plan, both of

these temples have a projecting portion at the rear of their end

waUs, but in this case, the projections mark the interior face of

the rear wall rather than a rear room (figs. ). The construction

technology employed in this pair of buildings is similar to that

seen in the temples on Level B, suggesting they are roughly

contemporary.

TEMPLE ON LEVEL D (uppermost level of Acropolis)
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On the uppermost level of the Acropolis is a two-room, temple-type

building which carried a high roofcomb over its rear w^U, traces

of which can still be seen (fig. ). This building faces south,

looking towards Dzibanche, and the higher structures at the latter

site can be seen clearly from the doorway of its outer room (fig.

). The plan of this building is very similar to the plans of the

pair of temples on level B and all three buildings are nearly the

same size overall (fig. ). When Gann first visited Kinichna some

60 years ago, he reported that the exterior walls of this building

had been painted bright red. He also noted, and photographed,

stucco sculptures in the upper facades (1935, fig. 2), which were

marked off from the lower walls by projecting moldings. In

addition, Gann indicated that between the medial molding and

upper cornice he found "oblong niches protected above by

penthouse-like projections". He further indicated that each niche

was ornamented at the sides by curvilinear figures executed in

stucco but these have now disappeared.

For me. one of the more remarkable aspects of this building

is the fact that the rear room extends part way up into the

roofcomb, a fact that was also noted by Harrison (197 : ). See

sketch section (not measured) showing this detail. It is clear

from my photographs that the vault above the rear room is over

four times as high as the vault over the front room (figs. ). At

Dzibanche, Structure VI ,also has a rear room with a vault much

higher than the one above the front room. The rear room also

has a roofcomb above, but in this case the vault does not extend

up into the roofcomb since the capstones at the top of the rear



vault are slightly below the top of the roof above the front room

(fig. ). It is also noteworthy that the uppermost temple at

Kinichna has a large recess (doorway) in its rear wall, with a

wood lintel above.

All of the buildings at Kinichna show roughly the same

construction technology and stonework. Both interior and exterior

walls are fairly thick and the exterior walls are faced with

roughly dressed rectangular blocks varying some in size but set

in relatively even courses (figs. ). In contrast, interior walls

are faced with very crudely dressed or unshaped blocks, set in

very uneven courses (figs. ). Vaults are faced with undressed

thin slabsd with vertical faces, laid horizontally, and much

chinking is needed in the joints between slabs (figs. ). The

upper wall zones on the exterior are faced with rectangular

blocks, similar to those used in lower walls (figs. ) and all

surfaces required a fairly heavy coat of plaster or stucco to

achieve any semblance of smooth, finished surfaces. This kind of

technology and stonework is typical for Early Classic Peten style

buildings in other regions as can be seen from numerous examples

at sites such as Uaxactun or Calakmul, for example.

SUMMARY

While the architecture so far revealed at Kinichna is clearly in the

Peten mode, as is some of the architecture at its closest neighbor,

Dzibanche, there is no indication at Kinichna of the presence of

the more "refined" paneled buildings with the double pilasters in

their lower walls that are hallmark features of Structures II and

VI at Dzibanche and similar buildings at other nearby sites such



as Tutil and the Central Complex. As noted some years ago by

Harrison (19 , ), there is a narrow, inland north-south corridor

paralleling the east coast of Quintana Roo and Belize with sites

having Peten related architecture. This corridor extends

northward from sites such as Altun Ha in Belize to Coba in

northern Quintana Roo and sites west of this corridor show

influences from the Rio Bee and Chenes regions rather than the

Peten. Curiously, while the cluster of sites in southern Quintana

Roo, which includes Dzibanche, Kinichna, Tutil, the Central Complex

and Mario Ancona, feature Peten related architecture as weU as

architecture in a later, local style, they do not show any

influences from the Rio Bee region, even though Rio Bee style

buildings are very numerous and prominent at Kohunlich, a site

only 35 kilometers south of Dzibanche. On the surface, then, it

appears that the Acropolis at Kinichna and its various buildings

and substructures predate the p^esiijuutbly latc'p paneled buildings

at neighboring sites where buildings in the latter (Late Classic)

style are found. I have no data from other lines of inquiry to

support this suggestion, however, and there may be some other

explanation for the seeming lack of Late/Terminal Classic

architecture at Kinichna.



KINICHNA, Acropolis. Plan of building at upper level.

KINICHNA, Acropolis. Plan of buildings at intermediate level

KINICHNA, Acropolis. Plan of buildings at lower level



KINICHNA, Temple on lower lewvel.

KINICHNA, Temple and stepped platform on lower level
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KINICHNA, Temple on intermediate level
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KINICHNA, Temple on intermediate level
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KINICHNA, stairway and temple on upper level

KINICHNA, Temples on intermediate and lower levels
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KINICHNA, view of Dzibanche from top of acropolis
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KOHUNLICH
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SITE: KOHUNLICH DATE: 12/10/94

NOTES ON GROUP OF 27 STEPS (Los 27 Escalones)

The notes below were written while we were sitting on a

bench in one of the buildings of a large palace complex at

Kohunlich which has recently been excavated and consolidated by

staff archaeologists from the Quintana Roo Regional Center, INAH,

Chetumal (Nalda and Velasquaz, 1995) This group lies 200-300

meters south of the Main Plaza of Kohunlich and stands on a low

hill which has been extensively leveled and terraced on top. The

complex of structures on the hilltop can be reached by means of

a broad stairway on its northern edge which gives the complex its

unusual name. The buildings on the upper levels are arranged

around a series of interconnecting courts, most of which are fairly

small. The buildings themselves are mostly independent

structures sited on low platforms varying in height. There are no

vaults still in place over any of the rooms but in a number of

cases one or two^ courses of vault stones can be seen, indicating

that all the rooms were covered over by masonry vaults.

A large number of the rooms contain benches, both

rectangular and U-shaped, of the kind that are prominent interior

features in Rio Bee style buildings (c.f. Becan, Chicanna, Xpuhil,

Hormiguero, Rio Bee groups). While the architecture is relatively

simple, many buildings show typical Rio Bee traits such as small,

flattened colonnettes in base moldings, and large, half-round

columnar forms in walls made with small stones with rounded faces

conforming to the radius of the larger columnar forms. The



facing stones in the exterior walls of many buildings can be

described as "brick-like", inasmuch as the individual stones are

very small, very well-cut along the edges and face, and require

no mortar in joints, also a typical Rio Bee trait.

One can see that this complex was constructed over a fairly

long period of time as individual buildings were either modified

or added to in order to meet the changing needs of an expanding,

and diverse population. The whole complex gives every indication

of having been used as a residential compound by high ranking

members of the elite class at Kohunlich. Assuming that all

buildings which can presently be seen (at least 20) were occupied

at the same time, they would have provided living quarters and

ancillary spaces for 250 to 500 persons. The "special" ambience

and superb outlooks make it easy to understand why this

v

particular place was chosen as a living environment for members

of the Kohunlich elite class.

The 27 Steps complex, together with other residential and

civic/ceremonial complexes found in the site core, suggest that

during the Late and Terminal Classic periods (600-900 A.D.),

Kohunlich was a true urban center, although it may never have

achieved the status of a regional capital, as is presently

attributed to Dzibanche, a larger urban center located 35

kilometers to the north. See Andrews (1987) for preliminary site

map and discussion of architecture in the site core.
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KOHUNLICH, Group of the 27 Steps. Sketch plan, central core



KOHUNLICH, Group of the 27 Steps. Building on north side of north court

KOHUNLICH, Group of the 27 Steps. South side of building shown above

?H



.

KOHUNLICH, Group of the 27 Steps. Building with large bench in rear room

KOHUNLICH, Group of the 27 Steps. Detail of two-room building with bench
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KOHUNLICH, Group of the 27 Steps. Rio Bee style bldg., south side, so. court
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KOHUNLICH, Group of the 27 Steps. Detail of ceramic insert, interior wall
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KOHUNLICH, Group of the 27 Steps. Rio Bee style Bldg., East side, So. Court

KOHUNLICH, Group of the 27 Steps. West facade, Rio Bee style building.
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KOHUNLICH, Group of the 27 Steps. Detail of Rio Bee style building

KOHUNLICH, Group of the 27 Steps. Interior, showing wall openings



KOHUNLICH, Group of the 27 Steps. Buildings on lower level, east side
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KOHUNLICH, Group of the 27 Steps
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KOHUNLICH, Group of the 27 Steps.
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KOHUNLICH, Group of the 27 Steps.

KOHUNLICH, Group of the 27 Steps
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KOHUNLICH, Group of the 27 Steps

KOHUNLICH, Group of the 27 Steps
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KOHUNLICH, Acropolis Plaza. View looking north
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KOHUNLICH, Structure IX and Acropolis Plaza
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KOHUNLICH, Structure VIIL Platform and rooms on south side

KOHUNLICH, Structure VIIL Rooms on south side - note lasge benches
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KOHUNLICH, Structure VIIL

KOHUNLICH, West Wing of Acropolis



KOHUNLICH, Structure VIIL View showing southeast corner.
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