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of the pamphlets to $5.50 per 100, but that's
about all the federal government has done
to eradicate marijuana that grows freely over
Champaign County and much of the Mid-
west.

Millions of dollars in taxpayers funds are
being spent to try to shut off the flow of
marijuana from Mexico to the United States,
but law enforcement officers say that success
at the border has improved the market and
raised the price of the "grass" that is being
harvested in Champaign County.

The congressional investigator, Robert Re-
bein, came here because Rep. William L.
Springer asked him to determine for the In-
terstate and Foreign Commerce Committee of
the House of Representatives whether there
is a marijuana problem-and a federal gov-
ernment responsibility-in Champaign Coun-
ty as well as along the Mexican border.

Rebein is a staff attorney for the Perma-
nent Investigating Subcommittee of the
House Interstate and Foreign Commerce
Committee. Springer is the ranking Republi-
can on the full committee, which now has be-
fore it a comprehensive bill aimed at drug
abuse.

"It astounds me to learn marijuana is so
prevalent," Rebein said as he looked down
the fence row along U.S. Route 45.

Chief Sheriff's Investigator Joe Brown told
him that this was only his first stop on a
tour of Champaign County. Rebein will take
back to Washington pictures of marijuana
growing along fence rows and ditch banks
over much of Champaign County.

As just one example, Brown took him to a
privately-operated fishing lake near Rantoul.
It costs money to fish there, but marijuana
can be picked there for free. And it's grow-
ing all over the property.

Do many people pick, process, use and sell
the illegal weed?

Brown gave the congressional investigator
typical case histories of dozens of local
youths who were caught when they couldn't
resist temptation and found themselves fac-
ing felony charges in court.

Even as Brown and the investigator toured
the county, they came upon three Cham-
paign-Urbana youths, 19 and 20 years old,
who were busy with long knives along the
creek bank near Mahomet.

Rebein stood by while Brown arrested the
trio. Soon three families received calls that
their sons were in the county jail.

These three were local talent. Brown took
the Congressional Investigator through fer-
tile fields near Flatville and pointed out
where people from California had picked
enough to operate a "factory" that was set
up in a rented Rantoul house.

Brown told Rebein that Champaign County
deputy sheriffs have arrested marijuana
pickers from 14 states.

Is there big money in Champaign County
marijuana?

Brown told Rebein the Californians had
$7,000 in cash when the Rantoul "factory"
was raided.

An agent of the U.S. Bureau of Nar-
cotics came here to meet the congressional
investigator. The agent agreed with Brown's
estimate that a kilo of dried and processed
Champaign County marijuana (2.2 pounds)
will bring $250 to $275 on today's market.
The price Is going up as the Mexican supply
Is shut off.

These are wholesale prices. Brown esti-
mated that the marijuana confiscated from
captured pickers in Champaign County last
year would bring a million dollars at retail.

And Brown emphasized to the Congres-
sional investigator that local authorities are
catching only a small number of the pick-
ers who flock to the fields at this time of
year.

Rebein conferred with Wesley Schwengel,
chairman of the Champaign County Board of
Supervisors, who told him about local efforts
to eradicate the narcotic weed, but Schwen-
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gel readily conceded that the local efforts
have been ineffective.

The congressional investigator was here to
consider whether there is a federal responsi-
bility for eradication. He was reminded that
marijuana is wild hemp and that hemp is
grown commercially for fiber.

During both World War I and World War
II, Illinois farmers were encouraged to culti-
vate hemp as a part of the war effort.

Rebein was handed a publication by the
Division of Plan Industry of the Illinois
Department of Agriculture, which says:

"During World War II, hemp was raised in
Illinois when the supply of rope from the
Philippines was stopped. About 44,000 acres
of hemp were grown in the state in 1943, and
11 processing plants were located in Central
and Northern Illinois."

The hardy plant is still around, despite ef-
forts by farmers and local governments to
get rid of it.

Today's "turned on" generation knows it
as "pot," "grass," "Mary Jane," and other
names.

And "fast buck boys" know how to cash
in on the "green" of Illinois fields.

CONGRESS PROBES LOCAL POT-FEDERAL ACTION
To ERADICATE POT PONDERED

(By Ed Borman)
Is Champaign County's profusely growing

marijuana a problem for farmers and the
U.S. Department of Agriculture?

Or it it a police problem that deserves
some of the federal money that is being
sewn in all directions these days for law en-
forcement assistance?

Robert Rebein, an investigator for the In-
terstate and Foreign Commerce Committee
of the U.S. House of Representatives, has
been in Champaign County this week to con-
sider the questions.

He saw for himself:
-There is marijuana all over Champaign

County.
-Farmers aren't doing very well in eradi-

cating it.
-Local government's efforts to force eradi-

cation are ineffective.
-Police and court records show strange

characters are coming from all over the coun-
try to harvest mart maijuana for the national
narcotics market.

Local law enforcement officers urged
Rebein to recommend to Rep. William L.
Springer and other members of hi committee
that something be done to eliminate the
ready source of supply for a growing illicit
market.

Chief Sheriff's Investigator Joe Brown told
the congressional investigator that enough
raw marijuana to fill a dozen or more rail-
road cars could be harvested in Champaign
County.

About 100 pounds of marijuana leaves can
be processed into 10 pounds of "pot" ready
for sale. The 10 pounds will bring about
$1,250 on the wholesale market, and the re-
tailers than can start adding their own
"markup" for street sales.

An ounce can be sold "on the street" for
$10, according to narcotics agents. A $5 bag
contains enough for about a dozen cigarettes.

Marijuana is narcotic under both U.S. and
Illinois laws. With narcotics so readily avail-
able, local lawmen can only play "cat and
mouse" with persons who take to the fields
to capitalize on it.

Brown reported to Rebein that the Cham-
paign County sheriff's department has ar-
rested marijuana pickers from 14 states, as
well as dozens of local persons and University
of Illinois students.

Brown said that during the harvest season
(this time of year) the sheriff's office receives
an average of five reports of pickers each day,
but he added that many farmers have said
"to hell with it" and stopped calling the
sheriff when they see the strange characters
In the countryside.
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Rebein was an FBI agent for 11 years.

Brown asked him to imagine how many pick-
ers can go undetected at night.

What kind of people come to pick?
Brown suggested that Rebein take back

to the congressional committee the records
on Donald Persinger, 37, and three com-
panions, arrested while they were picking in
Champaign County.

One of the companions, David Gulich, 22,
of Chicago, was wearing only an undershirt
on his upper body when he appeared in court.
He also wore a large beard. On his left arm
there was a tattoo, "Outlaws of Chicago,"
centered around a skull and crossbones.

Companion Eva McGee, 25, of Chicago, was
a husky young woman, dressed in skin-tight
cycle pants and an even tighter short sleeve
sweater.

In the car driven by Persinger police found
two loaded handguns, along with marijuana.
The car bore Louisiana license plates, but
in the car were other plates from Missouri
and Illinois.

And also in the car was a hand-drawn map
showing the location of choice marijuana in
Champaign County.

A pamphlet published by the U.S. Govern-
ment Printing Office for benefit of farmers
says:

"Marijuana abuse has increased and is now
a major menace. It is the most common form
of drug abuse, and it frequently leads to
dangerous forms of addiction and depend-
ence. Its sale provides profits to criminals at
the expense of society.

"One way to reduce this illegal traffic is to
eliminate wild hemp. Eliminating the plant
will reduce trespassing by lawless persons
in search of sources and will serve the public
interest."

About all the federal government has
done thus far to carry out its own advice is
to allocate $25,000 in funds from the U.S.
Bureau of Narcotics for a "pilot program" of
marijuana eradication, in two countries in
each of 11 states.

This necessitated a meeting in St. Louis
of 33 people from 11 states, plus Washington
officials. The meeting ate up most of the
$25,000, but there was some money left to
print up some pamphlets, importuning farm-
ers to do something about it. In Illinois, the
two "pilot"' counties are Cook and Hender-
son, on the west side of the state.

Marijuana grows along fence rows, on
ditch banks, and in other uncultivated areas,
so it is difficult to get at for spraying.

Moreover, marijuana does no economic
harm to the farmer. Farmers are being asked
to take time out from tilling their crops to
destroy a social menace and help law en-
forcement officials.

While he was here, the congressional in-
vestigator met Dr. Ellery Louis Knake, pro-
fessor of weed science at the University of
Illinois, who told him there is a simple meth-
od of eradicating marijuana if it can be
done at the right time on a broad basis rath-
er than by hit-and-miss voluntary efforts.

That is why Rebein agreed to report to the
congressional committee whether Midwest
marijuana deserves federal law enforcement
funds.

LIBERALS BACKED INTO
RHETORICAL CORNER

HON. JOHN M. ASHBROOK
OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, August 12, 1970

Mr. ASHBROOK. Mr. Speaker, the
August 6 issue of the CONGRESSIONAL
REcoRDl carried an extensive statement
on the Black Panther Party in which I
illustrated the violent and revolutionary
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nature of the BPP. It was pointed out
that despite the violent record which the
BPP has compiled since its begin-
ning in 1966 some members of the lib-
eral camp had apologized for, explained
away, or contributed to BPP activities.
Time and time again we have seen the
liberal defenders of the BPP condone
their vicious statements against law-
enforcement officials as merely a matter
of rhetoric. It has been charged that the
Panthers in reality have been sinned
against, with the police conspiring to
eliminate them through harassment
tactics.

If newspaper accounts of circum-
stances surrounding the brutal slaying of
Judge Harold Haley last Friday in Marin
County, Calif.. prove correct, liberal
apologists for the BPP are indeed going
to be hard pressed to ignore BPP vio-
lence.

A UPI story appearing in the Wash-
ington Post this morning cites the San
Francisco Examiner as stating that two
of the guns used in the abduction and
shooting were purchased by Angela
Davis, the UCLA philosophy instructor
who had been ousted from that institu-
tion. An admitted member of the Com-
munist Party. Miss Davis was quoted by
reporter Ed Montgomery in the June 12,
1970, issue of the Examiner as saying:

The press has tried to create the impres-
sion that I have left the Black Panther
Party. This is not so.

The UPI account also stated that Huey
P. Newton, one of the founders of the
BPP and recently released from jail,
hailed the men involved in the shootout
as "true revolutionaries." He further
stated that Jonathan Jackson, one of
the kidnapers slain in the shootout,
"would have been my successor" if he
had not died.

Another UPI release appearing in to-
day's Washington Daily News reported
that Jonathan Jackson was a compan-
ion-bodyguard for Miss Davis.

If news accounts of Angela Davis' in-
volvement with BPP activities are cor-
rect, a survey of Miss Davis' defenders
in her fight with the University of Cali-
fornia Board of Regents should prove
amusing. The above quote attributed to
her by Mr. Montgomery as to her BPP
membership was actually made on Octo-
ber 8, 1969, in a radio interview in Los
Angeles over KPFK-FM, and presum-
ably there was no secret of her BPP
relationship long before the UCLA con-
troversy. Despite her membership in the
CPUSA and the BPP, both of which she
Ipenly admitted, some evidently could
ind no objection to exposing impres-
sionable students to her revolutionary
philosophy.

Indications are that the Black Pan-
:hers are deeply involved in the death
)f Judge Haley. and perhaps at long last
iberal defenders of the BPP will take the
;ime and effort to learn about the philos-
>phy, program, and violent record of
:his treacherous group. Perhaps the next
;ime the BPP's chief rhetorician, Huey
Vewton, talks of revolution and violence,
le will be taken seriously. Perhaps our
iberal leaning friends will finally come
oo realize that if the Black Panther Party
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succeeds in its ultimate aims, the necks
supporting taped shotguns may well be
their own.

I include at this point in the RECORD
the three items mentioned above:

[From the Washington (D.C.) Post,
Aug. 12, 1970]

ANGELA DAVIS LINKED TO SHOOTOUT GUNS
SAN FRANCISCO, August 11.-The San Fran-

cisco Examiner said today two of the guns
used in a Marin County kidnaping and shoot-
ing in which four persons were killed were
purchased by ousted UCLA philosophy in-
structor Angela Davis.

The newspaper, in a copyrighted story, said
a 30-caliber carbine wielded by one of the
kidnapers of Judge Harold Haley was pur-
chased by Miss Davis in Los Angeles April
7, 1969.

A Browning 380 semiautomatic pistol, also
used in the shootout, was bought by the for-
mer instructor Jan. 12, 1968, the Examiner
said.

Assistant Attorney General Al Harris re-
fused to confirm or deny the report. "I think
the report is a little premature," Harris said.

Miss Davis, an avowed Communist, was re-
cently dismissed by the UC board of regents.

Jonathan Jackson, 17, one of the four kid-
napers of Judge Haley and three others Fri-
day at the Marin County Civic Center, had
been a "bodyguard-companion to Miss Davis
recently, the Examiner said.

"The 30-caliber carbine wielded by Jack-
son when he took command of Judge Haley's
court was purchased by Miss Davis on April
7, 1969, at Western Surplus, 8505 S. Western
Ave., Los Angeles," the newspaper said.

The newspaper said the Browning pistol
was purchased by Miss Davis on Jan. 12,
1968, at the Brass Rail, 711 N. Labrea Ave.,
Los Angeles.

In Los Angeles, police said weapons similar
to that description and belonging to Miss
Davis had been seized in a raid on a Black
Panther headquarters in Los Angeles about
two months ago.

In Berkeley, meanwhile, Black Panther
Party co-founder, Huey P. Newton, hailed
the men involved in the shootout as "true
revolutionaries." He said Jackson "would
have been my successor" if he had not died.

The university regents recently refused
to renew Miss Davis' contract. An earlier at-
tempt to fire her outright was overturned
by the courts.

FRIDAY SHOOTOUT: CON's GUNS ARE TRACED
SAN FRANCIsco.-Two guns used Friday in a

fatal attempt to help three black convicts
escape from a San Rafael courtroom were re-
ported purchased by Angela Davis, the black
communist fired from her UCLA teaching job
by the California regents.

The San Francisco Examiner said in a
copyrighted story a .38 caliber Browning au-
tomatic pistol was purchased in January,
1968, and a .30 caliber carbine also used in
the shootout was bought in April, 1969, both
by Miss Davis.

John Plimpton, a salesman in a Los An-
geles gunshop, told UPI he sold the pistol to
Miss Davis and produced a sales slip dated
Jan. 12. 1968, signed by a Miss Angela Davis.
He also identified a photograph of the ousted
philosophy instructor.

Miss Davis has said she is a communist.
NEWTON'S SUCCESSOR

The Examiner also said Jonathan Jackson,
17, an accomplice killed in the escape try, was
a companion-bodyguard for Miss Davis. Black
Panther defense minister Huey Newton had
declared Mr. Jackson to be his successor.

In Berkeley, Newton hailed four Negroes
involved in the bloody and unsuccessful at-
tempt to flee the courtroom as "true revolu-
tionaries."

August 13, 1970
Newton asserted the "fascist police" were

responsible for the courtroom deaths.
"Everyone is aware the revolutionaries did

not fire the first shot," he said. "It shows the
oppressors are more interested in apprehend-
ing revolutionaries than in preserving human
life."

Assistant State Attorney General Al Harris
refused to confirm or deny the newspaper's
report, deferring to local authorities. Marin
County inspector Ronald Recana, the only
person authorized to speak for the local
sheriff's office, was not available.

Mr. Jackson, who smuggled the fatal guns
into Superior Court, reportedly had accom-
panied Miss Davis to Glide Memorial Church
in San Francisco where she spoke for the
"Soledad brothers," three Negro convicts
charged with murdering a white prison
guard.

BROTHERS
One of the accused Soledad prisoners,

George Jackson, 28, is a brother of Jonathan
Jackson, the youth slain Friday.

Miss Davis had pleaded unsuccessfully to
interview the Soledad group as an investiga-
tor for their defense. Judges ruled she was
not qualified as an investigator.

Marin County Judge Harold Haley, Mr.
Jackson and San Quentin convicts John D.
McClain, 37, and William Christmas, 27, all
were killed in the shootout at Marin County
Community Center as the result of the smug-
gled guns. All but the 65-year-old judge were
Negroes.

[From the San Francisco (Calif.) Examiner,
June 10, 19701

MIss DAVIS AND PANTHER GUN BUYS
(By Ed Montgomery)

The Black Panther affiliation of Angela
Davis, controversial UCLA philosophy
teacher, will be taken into consideration by
the University of California Board of Regents
in reaching a final decision on her proposed
firing.

Miss Davis, an acknowledged Communist,
has spoken freely of her Black Panther Party
membership.

In a KPFK-FM radio interview in Los An-
geles on Oct. 8, Miss Davis declared:

"The press has tried to create the Impres-
sion that I have left the Black Panther Party.
This is not so."

GUN SALES
Los Angeles Police Chief Edward M. Davis

said today his department was aware of her
Black Panther affiliation and activities but
declined to elaborate.

"I do not want to infringe on the Consti-
tutional rights of the several Black Panthers
now awaiting trial in Los Angeles County
Superior Court by openly discussing at this
time our knowledge of Miss Davis' activities,"
he said.

One police report states that on Jan. 2,
1968, Miss Davis purchased a Browning .380
semi-automatic pistol, serial number 595071,
at the Brass Rail, 711 North LaBrea Ave., Los
Angeles, using her Alabama driver's license
as identification.

PANTHER DISTURBANCE
On June 25, 1968, police responded to a

peace disturbance complaint at 2837 South
Bronson St., Apartment 7, Los Angeles, en-
countering three members of the Black
Panthers.

Police found the Browning handgun and
took it in for identification. Subsequently
it was claimed by Black Panther Franklin D.
Alexander, an identified member of the Com-
munist Party.

On April 7, 1969, just prior to her being
hired by Prof. Donald Kalish of the UCLA
Philosophy Department, Miss Davis pur-
chased a Llama .45 caliber automatic pistol,
serial number 457457, and a Plainfield .30
caliber rifle, serial number 18514, at West-
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ern Surplus, 8505 South Western Ave., Los
Angeles.

Miss Davis, who has maintained a weekend
retreat on Newport Ave. In Cardiff by the
Sea, north of San Diego, gave as her address
11071/ West 87th St., Los Angeles, in pur-
chasing the weapons.

She offered as identification her passport,
No. Z 7221179.

CONGRESS AND THE INFORMATION
EXPLOSION

HON. WILLIAM A. STEIGER
OF WISCONSIN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, August 12, 1970

Mr. STEIGER of Wisconsin. Mr.
Speaker, each of us has only to look
around our own offices and our commit-
tee offices to be staggered by the amount
of information that crosses our desks
each day. We are painfully aware of
the staff time involved in reviewing, fil-
ing, and gathering material on the many
topics we are required to deal with in
our official duties. This deluge of infor-
mation is both our lifeblood here in Con-
gress, as well as our nemesis-at times
threatening to bury us under it and bog
down the whole system.

There has been a strong interest
among my colleagues to come to grips
with the problem and make information
work for us, rather than becoming its
slaves.

A prime mover in this effort to help
Congress has been Robert L. Chartrand,
specialist in information sciences at the
Library of Congress. His tireless work in
this field has proved invaluable to each
of us. Bob has written an excellent ar-
ticle which appeared in the spring 1970
issue of the Rutgers Journal of Comput-
ers and the Law detailing the implica-
tions the information explosion has for
Congress and most importantly what is
being done to harness these resources.

It is an excellent article and I com-
mend it to all of my colleagues:
CONGRESS: THE THREE-DIMENSIONAL CHESS-

BOARD '-THE ROLE OF INFORMATION TECH-
NOLOGY

(By Robert L. Chartrand ')
Imagine Congress as a three-dimensional

chessboard. The three levels represent realms
of member activity: the chamber, the com-
mittee, and the individual office. The role of
the Congressman-or the power of the chess
piece-will often vary between strata. Certain
determinants affecting the power, both overt
and covert, of the member can be identi-
fied. These include his seniority, committee
and subcommittee assignments, personal
character and persuasiveness, party affilia-
tion, and orientation within his party. An-
other critical factor is the effectiveness of
his decision making, which is contingent in
large part upon the information at his com-
mand.

Much as in the "royal game," there are
many stratagems for achieving congressional
objectives. In some situations, a powerful
frontal assault may be most expedient; in
others, an oblique approach may be desir-
able. All too often, the member may feel
that he is a "pawn" of the system. Seldom,
and usually only in a transient sense, is any
individual all-powerful. The moves and coun-

Footnotes at end of article.
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termoves within the Federal legislature are
numerous, varying, and motivated by a rich-
ness of complexity. Every move or deploy-
ment, whether seemingly spontaneous or
fully calculated, is made on the basis of in-
formation in hand. This information is
weighed in light of the experience of the
"player," his position on the "board" at the
moment, a "gut feel" for consequences, and
a willingness to take a risk if the stakes war-
rant it.

Information then might well be viewed as
the unifying element which transcends strat-
egy, tactics, and other considerations. Cer-
tain data, which may be in the form of laws,
standards, regulations, or statistics will be
of value to the members of Congress. In par-
ticular, a continuing requirement has
evolved for legislative and legal information.

What are the conditions which cause Con-
gressmen to place such a high priority on
information? A Congressman actually ful-
fills three distinct roles: a legislator charged
with acting on issues of international, na-
tional, or regional significance; the prime
representative of his district or state; and
an official contact for any constituent with
a problem. To carry out these duties, he
must have a good staff and access to a wide
range of Information. Every day Congressmen
seek various forms of legal advice, historical
and comparative data, special analysis, and
supporting information of a kind often im-
possible to anticipate, locate, and obtain.

Experience has shown that when a given
issue is "hot," the demand for facts and in-
terpretations is often overwhelming. Such
questions as tax reform, pollution control,
and military involvements may cause thou-
sands of letters to pour into the office of each
Congressman. These requests for information
or action cannot be ignored, and may be an-
swered through personal letters, news re-
leases, constituent opinion surveys, state-
ments in the Congressional Record, or the
introduction of a bill or resolution designed
to correct the situation.

With increasing frequency, the traditional
mechanisms for handling information within
the legislative framework are bogging down.
Legislators at all levels of government are
joining practicing lawyers, judges, and law
schools in a search for new tools and tech-
niques which will allow them to cope with
the information explosion. During the past
decade the focus has been upon the develop-
ment of Automatic Data Processing (ADP).

LEGAL INFORMATION REQIREMENTS AND
RESOURCES

The member of Congress now finds himself
in a dilemma. His constituency is growing-
the average size district in 1970 is about 475,-
000. There is also a growing desire on the part
of his constituents to increase their partici-
pation in the legislative process. This situa-
tion overly burdens outmoded congressional
machinery for gathering information. The
Congress cannot afford to ignore the danger
signals of frustration caused by such infor-
mation inadequacies; nor may Congress move
precipitously forward without carefully judg-
ing the ramifications of departure from es-
tablished practice.

Indicative of the pressures upon the mem-
bers and committees Is the large number of
issues to be considered. To stay abreast of
even the most major developments requires
a well managed staff and the optimal utili-
zation of information resources. In addition
to the member's personal staff, he can turn
for information to any of the Executive
branch agencies and departments, lobbyist
organizations, university and foundation re-
sources, and the Legislative Reference Serv-
ice (LRS) of the Library of Congress. In
many cases he will be well served, but in
others the information may be incomplete,
irrelevant, or delivered too late for meaning-
ful utilization.
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An illustration of the type of issue-related

information might be of value at this junc-
ture. Most certainly the problem of environ-
mental pollution control is high on every-
one's priority list, and while there is a pleth-
ora of information on this complicated
topic, very little has been done to systema-
tize this data. A suggested file of essential
information elements which could be readily
placed in machine readable form might
include:

1. Delineation of the problem-statements
by the President, key Congressmen, involved
Executive Department officials, state and
local officials, and private sector spokesmen.

2. Summaries of existing programs-de-
scriptions of pertinent Department of
Health, Education and Welfare (and other
agency) programs, statements of congres-
sional committees on the programs, and a
concise index to the major programs.

3. Related written commentary-selected
news and editorial items from leading news-
papers and magazines, Congressional Record
articles, and special reports containing find-
ings and recommendations.

4. Listing of legislation-passed and pend-
ing legislation, including a synopsis of con-
tent and current status.

Each year the American Law Division of
the Legislative Reference Service, a non-
partisan research functionary, receives thou-
sands of inquiries for information from the
Congress. Legal information is often at a
premium, and the specialists of the Division
are asked to prepare general studies, a few
of which have been: 3

a. "Federal Witness Immunity Statutes"
b. "Conflict of Interest Provisions (includ-

ing Dual Office Holding) in State Constitu-
tions and Statutes: a State-by-State Survey"

c. "Provisions in the United States Con-
stitution, Federal Statutes and Rules of the
House Governing the Conduct of Activities
of Members of Congress"

d. "State and Federal Laws on Riot"
e. "Election Laws of the Fifty States and

the District of Columbia"
In preparing such studies, the researcher

normally pursues the time-honored patterns
of ferreting out sources, analyzing the find-
ings, and preparing his report. The potential
of the computer in conducting such a search
should not be overlooked nor misunderstood.
Services now exist under the aegis of the
United States Government, as well as within
the private sector, which feature information
retrieval from massive, full text data bases.

For example, both Project LITE (Legal In-
formation Through Electronics),4 which is
now operated by the Office of the Judge Ad-
vocate General, Department of the Air Force,
and the Aspen Systems Corporation have
the U.S. Code in their computer data bank.
A request directed to either system, trans-
mitted in writing or by telephone, can pro-
duce a search of every word in the entire
Code, and a listing of those sections where
the relevant information appears. A typical
inquiry, which was made of the LITE system,
asked for "All references to the Architect
of the Capitol in the U.S. Code." A formated
search statement then took the key words
"architect" and "capitol" and converted
them by machine into a retrieval command.
The subsequent listing showed those Code
section elements where the desired terms ap-
peared. The power of this kind of system is
self evident, and the applications are far-
ranging.

Presently Executive branch agencies and
departments are commencing to develop
limited holdings of machine-readable infor-
mation. Regulatory agencies such as the
Federal Aviation Agency and the Federal
Communications Commission have under-
taken the computerization of selected deci-
sions and reports, with special indexes cre-
ated to expedite retrieval.


