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case. We have reached a grave situation
in America, and those of you who are
familiar with busing know it.

We have the courts that have now
moved into the legislative field, and the
way the Constitution was written, the
Founding Fathers determined that Con-
gress would write the laws of this coun-
try. If more time is given, as it would
be under this amendment, the courts
would show more logic and, in turn, I
hope the appeal courts would also, and
I know the new Supreme Court in its
judgment could better review the facts
in each school district.

The CHAIRMAN pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
New York (Mrs. CHISHOLM).

(By unanimous consent, Mrs. GREEN
of Oregon yielded her time to Mrs.
CHISHOLM).

Mrs. CHISHOLM. Ladies and gentle-
men of this Chamber, the time has come
that we must face a real reckoning of
many things that many of us have been
trying to avoid through parliamentary
maneuvers and parliamentary tricks.
Liberals show one face here in Washing-
ton, D.C., and something else in their
representative home districts.

Let me say this: My heart bleeds this
evening for all of those who are address-
ing themselves to the fact that we must
not and cannot have young children
being carted from one district to an-
other in order to be able to give them
the kind of education that is necessary
to cope with a highly automated and
technological society.

Where have you been for these many
years? The black and Spanish-speaking
children in the Southern and Western
parts of the United States have been
bused right past the white schools in
your communities in order to go to the
dilapidated buildings reserved for them
to acquire some kind of education. Where
have your voices been for those children
through all those years?

Now it is the same old pattern, and
because it now affects a certain segment
that have been the beneficiaries of the
status quo in America, it takes on a
highly different picture now.

The same thing is happening with re-
spect to the drug problem in this coun-
try. Where have you been all these years
when drug addiction has seized certain
groups in this Nation? Now everybody
is crying out about what drugs are doing
to the children, the youth of this coun-
try. Everybody is crying out about what
cross-busing is doing to the children.

You know, let me bring it right down
front to you. The fact of the matter is
racism is so inherent in the bloodstream
of this country that you cannot see be-
yond a particular limit. You are only
concerned when whites are affected. If
you were indeed concerned about the
busing of young children for the sake of
getting educational equality, your voices
would have been raised years ago in
terms of the fact that black and Chicano,
Spanish-speaking children were getting
an inferior education by being bused
right past the white schools in their
neighborhoods in which they lived to the
dilapidated schools in the outlying
districts.

Come out from behind your mask and

tell it like it really is. Are we going to
believe in the United States of America
that we are going to try to bring about
a society where every man and woman
and child will be judged not on the basis
of his race, but on the basis of his ca-
pabilities and his potentialities for real-
izing the dream we all speak so glibly
about during political times?

I say to the Members: Where have you
been? Where were you when the black
children were being bused right past the
white schools in the community? Nobody
has addressed himself this evening yet
to that particular issue, but it is very
understandable why the Members are not
addressing themselves to this issue.

There is a chance this evening to come
out from behind your mask. Forget they
are white children. Forget they are black
children. Forget they are Spanish-speak-
ing children. Just remember one thing:
They are America's children. They are
the children who are going to carry this
country on when we pass off this scene,
and the hope of this Nation really lies
with these children. So for God's sake,
let us be done with this amendment and
deal with it objectively. Listen to the
children of this Nation.

We would not be confronted with the
problem we are confronted with to-
night-at what time is it?-it is 10 after
9, unless it is because we have practiced
sham and hypocrisy for so long, and it
has finally caught up with us.

Mr. Chairman, I hope the Members
vote down this amendment.

The CHAIRMAN pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Michigan (Mr. EscH).

Mr. ESCH. Mr. Chairman, I share the
concern over the children, and the issue
today is one of creating a stable environ-
ment in the classroom so that the teach-
ers can teach, and the children can
learn-be those children black or white.

There has been such emotionalism on
the issue of school busing that we have
failed to grasp the purpose for our
schools-and that is to create a stable
environment in which the children can
learn. The impact of the Broomfield
amendment, whether we are for or
against school busing, will do that. It
will provide more stability to school sys-
tems, so that we will not have another
generation of children growing up in an
unstable atmosphere of school busing.

Mr. Chairman, the Members of this
body may soon be called upon to cast
their vote on the school busing question.
With that point in mind, I am taking
this opportunity to present this state-
ment as we attempt to resolve this mat-
ter.

Few issues in the Nation give rise to so
much emotionalism and dogmatism as
the busing of schoolchildren to secure
equal educational oportunity for all
students. Extensive litigation is before
almost every court in the Nation; nu-
merous different resolutions, bills, and
constitutional amendments are before
both Houses of Congress; apparent dif-
ferences in statements by administration
officials give rise to confusion; the letter-
to-the-editor columns of the papers are
full of acrimonious charges and counter-
charges.

Far too little of this debate has con-
cerned itself with the most important
part of the slogan "equal educational op-
portunity"-education. The purpose of
an educational system is to create an
environment in which learning can take
place. While there is clearly a place in
the educational system for attempts to
bring about social change and an up-
grading of society, the primary purpose
is, and must continue to be, to educate.

Schools, therefore, should concentrate
on providing a stable atmosphere in
which the teacher can teach and the
student can learn. The student himself
must be the center of our concern. The
quality of programs and academic ex-
cellence must be our major interest. The
student must be presented with the aca-
demic and practical skills that will allow
him to become a useful and contributing
member of society.

Schools do have an impact for social
change, but 30 hours a week spent in a
schoolroom cannot solve the problems
caused by 130 hours in deprivation. If the
school system is to have any impact at
all on removing a student from depriva-
tion it must be because it provides him
with the knowledge and the ability to
break out of the cycle of poverty and ig-
norance. Only if the schools can teach
him to read and write, calculate, and
make use of his skills can he find a job
and take his place in a world consisting
of something other than welfare checks,
indolence, dilapidated housing, and hun-
ger. If the schools do not provide the edu-
cation then all the social contact in the
world cannot improve the student's lot.
It has been shown time and again that
students do not necessarily achieve more
in an integrated setting. It is the equality
of the courses offered and the staff avail-
able, not just the racial mix of the stu-
dents and teachers involved, which de-
termines achievement. In my view,
spending money on special programs for
the deprived is far more important than
spending it on pupil transportation.

"Community spirit" has been an im-
portant part of our national heritage-
pride in one's community, working to-
gether, cooperating to secure common
goals, helping out a neighbor in times of
need. Indeed some of the most important
"social" legislation of the last decade has
attempted through the community ac-
tion program to reinvigorate that sense
of community. Almost invariably, the
most important institution of a commu-
nity is its school.

Children need a sense of community-
a stability-if they are to develop most
effectively. Children need to feel secure
in their relationships with their parents,
with their friends, with the parents of
their friends, with their teachers and
classmates. That security and stability
can best come, in my opinion, through
neighborhood schools, as near as possible
to his home-although it obviously can-
not always be within walking distance.

For these reasons I am a strong sup-
porter of the neighborhood school con-
cept. This general statement of views,
however, does not deal with a number of
specifics which must be acknowledged in
the "busing" debate.

The first, and most obvious, is the re-
moval of "dual" school systems. Since
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