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Editorial

Archiveros Solidarios (Archivists in Solidarity) (CIA/ICA)

The political and social conflicts that have wreaked so many countries have been

linked to weak and fragile economies. In recent years, social inequalities have

deepened mainly as a result of globalisation of the world economy. This

phenomenon, seemingly irreversible, has increased social inequality in countries of

the Third World, counties that are governed by autocratic regimes and countries

suffer from war and conflict. There are also those countries that simply do not have

the means to overcome a state of crisis brought on by natural disaster. In light of

these problems, the work of NGOs has been crucial and has often been the last and

only hope left to these countries.

The need to establish a workgroup or commission to push for and coordinate

archivists’ actions in the area of international cooperation has long been discussed.

The Archiveros Solidarios project was started in Barcelona at the end of 2001

through the efforts of the Section of Professional Archival Associations of the

International Council on Archives (ICA/SPA) and AsF. This initiative attempts to

coordinate actions related to organising records and preserving archives

internationally and is directed at societies that present a problem or complexity
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because they are in the throes of political or social troubles or through other reasons,

such as natural catastrophe.

With this aim in mind, a workgroup has been set up under Margaret Turner, ICA/SPA

president and made up of members and organisations involved in archives in the

area of solidarity and cooperation such as Nancy Marelli, Benni Haspel and AsF,

represented by Mariona Corominas and Laura Ureña.

The project has been presented to the international archivist community in the

following terms:

Archiveros Solidarios is a project of the International Council of Archives

(CIA/ICA). Its purpose is to coordinate the efforts of the international archivist

community when undertaking aid projects that will develop tools and expertise

for developing communities and communities undergoing political transition.

Its goals are:

1. To share information on international projects for development and

cooperation.

2. To facilitate international, responsible, practical and well-targeted

projects.

3. To initiate projects that will:

- work with partners to share professional information

- send experts to teach and train

- distribute expertise and/or materials to complete archive projects.

We hope this project receives a warm welcome from archivists from all over the world

so that support and cooperation in the area of archives can also reach those who

need it most.

Project Barcelona Coopera II

Project Barcelona Coopera II is a continuation of the first Barcelona Coopera,

subsidised by the 2001 Convention of Barcelona Solidaria (Barcelona in Solidarity).

The project’s aim in its first phase was to establish communication between the

different cooperation initiatives being carried out by the various NGOs, non-profit

organisations and public bodies within Barcelona. The goal was and remains to put a
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reference tool within the reach of these organisations and the general public that

would stimulate and promote participation in acts of solidarity and cooperation as well

as peace. This initiative attempts on the one hand to publicise the projects being

undertaken and on the other, to involve companies in the social marketing with the

intention of providing resources to the different groups and NGOs in their projects

work.

The first step was to explore and fix upon a communications plan centred on the

design of a web portal, identifying actors, analysing the management needs of

projects and the use of new information technologies by NGOs. A prototype should

be ready to demonstrate the possibilities with the emphasis on one of the value-

added features of the portal for citizens – to explain all the cooperation projects being

carried out by groups in Barcelona. On the other hand, the various project activists

are being connected with the City Council’s ‘Casa del Mundo (World House)’

program. This link does not yet exist in these early stages but it would appear to

complement the work done to date by Barcelona Coopera.

Once these activities have been completed, a second, more ambitious step will be

covered by phase 2 as follows:

• To develop the technical side of the tools and the web portal: a space for

public consultation or an external web, a virtual space for the non-profit

community and if considered appropriate, to provide space for each

organisation.

• To publicise the portal via the organisations that are putting forward the

proposal. In particular, the support of the Youth Council of Barcelona and the

Catalan NGO Federation should be made firm.

Project to install two IT training workshops in Mal abo and Bata (Equatorial

Guinea). Phase 2: connection to a network and the I nternet.

In April 2001, a project was carried out in the Republic of Equatorial Guinea where

two IT training workshops were set up in Malabo and Bata. Fourteen computers and

three printers were provided for each one. The workshops have been in service

successfully since then offering professional IT training that had previously been

nonexistent in the country.
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A second phase commenced last July and set out to improve the equipment, set up a

local network and install a server to allow resource sharing and connection to the

Internet. This is in response to the growing demand for IT training in Guinea and is

training the trainers in local network technology and Internet resources.

The main aims of phase 2 are:

• To connect the equipment to a local network.

• To avail of the existing Internet Service Provider (ISP) in the country and

connect the workshops to the Internet and relay it via a server.

• To train teachers to maintain the new infrastructure and to increase the

training opportunities on offer with new courses on working online and using

Internet tools.

The groups taking part are: Centre for Development Cooperation of the Polytechnic

University of Catalonia (UPC), the Department of Home Affairs and Institutional

Relations of the Government of Catalonia, UPCnet SL, Fundación Politécnica,

Archiveros sin Fronteras (AsF), Spanish Agency for International Cooperation

(AECI), ADeCo and Salud and Desarollo.

News

Since last June, our group has had the use of a new, more central office in Barcelona

with better facilities. It is beside Plaza Sant Jaume and perpendicular to Carrer

Ferran. AsF shares this new space with SODEPAZ, an NGO with more than fifteen

years experience of development work. Some space and services are shared such

as the boardroom and the message service among others. We now have the use of a

suitable space to serve as a meeting point, for work and for reference that will be

available to all members. The AsF archive and library will be located there. Our

collection of books and other material is growing steadily, as are the requests for

information, often from persons unrelated to our organisation.

The new AsF address is:

Passatge del Crèdit, nº 7, principal

08001 – Barcelona

Tel: 93 301 20 34
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We hope that the new office will facilitate work and communication among ourselves.

The office will be open regularly Monday to Thursday from 18.00hrs to 20.00hrs from

October onwards.

Government of Andorra donates a microfilm reader to  Bosnia-Herzegovina

The Andorran Government Archive Services offered us a microfilm reader in perfect

working order as they were installing new equipment. We are currently operating in

Bosnia-Herzegovina with a first phase of cooperation with the national archive

centres already complete and second phase about to begin. Given the scarcity of

resources in that country, it was considered appropriate to donate the reader to the

Sarajevo City Archive. However, the installation of the equipment is contingent on it

being available for collective use by other archives in the country.

At the end of June, the reader was sent to Sarajevo with the Conductores Solidarios

de Cataluña (Catalonian Truck Drivers in Solidarity) organisation with which we had

previously worked in phase one of the project when they transported archive boxes

that had been donated to the Historic Archive of Bosnia-Herzegovina.

Conference: “The Archives of the Desert”

On March 4, AsF held a conference on “Archives of the Desert”. Barcelona City

Archive and the Boucle Foundation of Niger (Burkina Faso) assisted us in organising

the event. The conference was held in the reception room of the City Archive (Casa

de l’Ardiaca). The main event of the conference focussed on the archives and

libraries of Timbuktu (Mali) and was presented by Mr. Ismael Diadié Haïdara,

historian and specialist on connections between Al-Andalus and sub-Saharan Africa.

As a result of the rich trade and cultural history of Timbuktu, there is a precious

documental legacy from the 15th century but it is in a vulnerable state. It is said that

the houses of Timbuktu hold magnificent libraries and collections of documents. The

city has a great historical archive: the Ahmed Baba Centre although the main part of

this document treasury is in the hands of local families. Ismael Haïdara has compiled

some 3000 family documents in the Kati collection. It contains Koranic treatises on

law, theology and mysticism, history, grammar, astronomy and astrology, medicine
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and pharmacy, optics, maths and physics. There are also legal records on the lives

of renegade Jews and Christians of Timbuktu, the slave trade, marriages and

divorces, trade and commerce records covering a variety of goods (salt, gold, cloth,

grain, spices…) letters from kings, governments and traders from all parts of the

Sahara and also the notes of the great historian, Mahmoud Kati for the reading of

Tarik Al-Fattash (16th century), one of the first African or Sudanese chronicles written

by sub- Saharan Africans.

Mr. Haïdara’s presentation was completed by the contribution of Sr. Salvador Borrut,

an AsF member, who spoke on the archives and documental legacy of Mauritania.

Board of Management

Agreements

• Session of 28 January 2002. Approval of the domain name archivum.org for

the English and French versions of the web site.

Approval of the 2nd AsF Workshops on the theme “Archives and Democratic

Rights”.

• Session of 15 April 2002. Approval of the ratification of cooperation for 2002

and part of 2003 with the Section of Professional Archival Associations of

CIA/ICA to carry out joint actions.

Approval of Sras. Mariona Corominas and Laura Ureña as representatives of

AsF in meeting with the Section of Professional Archival Associations of

CIA/ICA.

Approval of the adaptation of new membership fees in Euros as follows:

€35, €45 and €60 for individual members and €120 for corporate members.

• Session of 5 June 2002. Approval of the proposed agreement with the UN

High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) on professional cooperation.

Approval of the agreement on the sharing of facilities with SODEPAZ.

Approval of the new office hours as Monday to Thursday 18.00hrs to

20.00hrs.

Approval of the office roster for Board Members as follows:

Mondays – Laura Ureña and Josep M. Massachs

Tuesdays – Ramon Saball, Alícia Pozo and Pilar Carbonell
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Wednesdays – Ramon Alberch and Mariona Corominas

Thursday – M. Fèlix Roncero and M. Carme Martínez

Approval of the subscription to the Wanadoo Internet service with a monthly

contract for 7 hours of access.

Membership changes

New individual members

Marc  Torras i Serra

Maria Utgés i Vallespí

Miguel Díaz Mas

José Luís Ruiz-Peinado Alonso

Neus Verger Arce

Núria Cañellas Vilar

Luis Jair Pacheco

Jordi Torner i Planell

Pilar Faci

New corporate members

Archivists Association of Valencia

Items of interest

Notices

2nd AsF Workshops s: “Archives and Democratic Rights”

Barcelona, February 22nd and 23rd 2003

After the success of the 1st AsF Workshops  (Maritime Museum, October 26-27

2001), we are already preparing for the next event. This time we will dedicate the

workshops to archives and their role as a guarantor of democratic rights. The event
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will take place in the History of Catalonia Museum on 21 and 22 of February 2003.

Archivists know well the role archives have to play as guarantors of individual and

collective democratic rights. History tells us through sad experience of the need to

safeguard archives as a key act in the practice of citizenship.

In addition, we will have the opportunity to debate the problems and difficulties of

conservation of and access to records and the current problems in various places

and moments: in Franco’s Spain, in Palestine, and also in other cases with the

opening of archives from the repression. In short, the underlying theme is the role of

archives in the recovery of personal rights, of roots, of memory and as a witness to

history in the protections and restoration of democratic rights.


