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Editorial

Barcelona Solidaria works with AsF in Bosnia-Herzegovina

The many publications and articles written by members and partners of our

organisation indicate that there is a role for archivists in aid and cooperation projects.

Archivists have shown though their work in heritage or technical assistance that there

are two advantages to such activity. The first is that it affords an opportunity to widen

our knowledge through experience abroad and second we are able to offer services

and expertise to archives and archivists who for various reasons do not have the

resources to handle records appropriately.

The question always arises during ‘humanitarian’ work of how to present these types

of projects to institutions and how such action can be considered humanitarian aid.

The commonly held concept of cooperation is based on the work of traditional NGOs,

governments and the image presented by the media. This concentrates almost

exclusively on assistance targeted at basic needs such as health, food, hygiene,

refugees, human rights and individual freedoms, and education.

But now thanks to the support from the Barcelona Solidaria program of Barcelona

City Council we can justify our work in the area of documental heritage even where

the basic needs of some countries have still not been fully addressed. It can be
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justified for a variety of reasons but above all because we recover information that

would otherwise disappear forever for professionals and for citizens. However, it may

still be asked, why waste human and economic resources on records or on

organising collections when it is more important to build a school or a hospital? The

answer is not a dilemma, a case of either one thing or the other. It is more likely that

the two are necessary. History tells us that if we do not preserve the documental

heritage that remains, it will be difficult to identify ourselves with the society in which

we live. For this reason alone, our work in Bosnia-Herzegovina or wherever is

completely justified

Barcelona Solidaria understood immediately that the preservation of document

collections would act as an important support for efforts to protect human rights and

historical memory and that such a project could be included alongside ‘normal’ aid

projects and in fact, complement this work.

The 1st AsF Workshops that was also underwritten by Barcelona Solidaria made

clear the need to act to protect written heritage. Such action would help protect

democratic rights plus the right to the testimony of history. Also, through the projects

carried out by our group, we have been able to show that acts of solidarity in archives

can be enriching not just in professional and human terms. It demonstrates to us the

value of other cultures and provides us with another perspective on our profession.

So we encourage you to join with AsF in the protection of the world’s documental

heritage.

Agreement with the Local Democratic Embassy (LDE)

On September 24th 2001, an accord was signed in Sarajevo between the LDE of that

city and AsF. The accord aims to encourage and cooperate in development projects

in Bosnia-Herzegovina.

The LDE was established through the Congress of Local and Regional Powers of the

Council of Europe in 1993 with the aim of contributing to interethnic dialogue,

tolerance and the development of civil society. The LDE has local agencies in many

cities in Bosnia-Herzegovina and other European countries.
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Archiveros Solidarios (Archivists in Solidarity) (CIA/ICA)

On the 22 and 23 November, AsF met with the president of the Section of

Professional Archival Associations of the International Archives Council (ICA/SPA),

Mrs. Margaret Turner (England). Mrs. Nancy Marelli (Canada) and Mr. Benni Haspel

(Israel) also attended. The meetings were held in the Barcelona City Archive with the

assistance of the City of Barcelona Archive and the Archive Services of the

Government of Catalonia. The aim of the meeting was to exchange information and

hear our opinion on the eventual need for the international archive community to

cooperate with countries at various stages of development or immersed in conflict.

AsF explained the organisation and goals that brought about the its founding.

Projects already carried out by our members in Malabo (Equatorial Guinea) and

Bosnia-Herzegovina were explained in addition to our plans for future actions. Those

attending the meeting were quite surprised by the activities of AsF and especially by

our project methodology.

Benni Haspel described his experience in the area of development work.

As a result of the meeting, the need for cooperation and joining forces through the

offices of the CIA/ICA was made clear. Towards this end, the possible setting-up of a

work group called Archiveros Solidarios was outlined. CIA/ICA associates would take

part in this work along with AsF. One of the issues that were highlighted was the

need to coordinate the tasks of the international archivist community in projects in

developing countries. In addition, it was stressed that there should be more

information exchanged between archive professionals on themes such as

international projects. The will to undertake activities in the area of solidarity with

training professionals was stressed. The commitment to provide the necessary

materials to carry out such projects was also underlined.

We hope for a bright future for this workgroup and the establishment of Archiveros

Solidarios in the international archivist community.

Approval of the Aid Workers’ Constitution and the n ew aid worker’s

questionnaire

On 17 September, the Aid Workers’ Constitution was presented, discussed and
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approved by AsF Board meeting in session. This document will form the basis of the

relationship between AsF and volunteers who spend time working abroad with AsF.

The constitution is important for the development of work undertaken by our

organisation because it sets out a series of fundamental questions on our structures.

The most important parts of the document are the definition of an aid worker and the

adoption by such workers of the commitments and goals of this NGO. The document

also stresses that there must be a constant flow of information and communication

between workers and the Board so that projects being worked on can be successfully

accomplished.

In addition, another important document was drawn up on the same date and

approved by the same session. This is the Aid Workers’ Questionnaire that will be

used to create a database of workers so that the most suitable profile can be

matched with each project. This data is confidential and will only be accessed by the

Board and the person concerned and will only be used for the intended purpose.

Both documents can be viewed on AsF web site when it is up and running.

We will send these documents to our members by email or by post in the near future.

1st Archiveros sin Fronteras Workshop Assessment

With the help of Barcelona City Council, the 1st AsF Workshops took place on

October 26-27 in the Maritime Museum under the theme ‘The Protection of

Documental Heritage within the Context of International Cooperation’. The

workshops are to be held every two years and aim to be a space where AsF projects

can be exhibited while at the same time allow debate to take place on the state and

issues of international cooperation with a particular stress on documental heritage.

In presenting this inaugural workshop, the president of the Archivists Association of

Catalonia, Joan Boradas, emphasised the importance of solidarity among archives.

The president of AsF, Ramon Alberch, highlighted the will to contribute to the

establishment of the archivist’s profession with an NGO similar to those already

working in other professional sectors. The presentations dealt with a variety of

themes. The first, given by Sr. Antonio González Quintana, the coordinator of the

Ministry of Defence archives and AsF member, looked at the State Security archives.

In the second Sra. Mercè Vilanova, of the University of Barcelona, dealt with the
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importance of oral sources in the recollection of historical memory. Sra. Montserrat

Canela, archivist with the UN, gave a presentation on the archive function in The UN

High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). Afterwards, and before the closing of

the workshop, AsF members and workers exhibited aid projects that they had worked

on in places such as Equatorial Guinea and Bosnia-Herzegovina. To conclude, Sr.

Arcadi Oliveres, vice-president of Justicia y Paz, one of the most important

international cooperation organisations in Catalonia and Spain, delivered an analysis

of the problems of present-day globalisation. The attendance by more that 100

people from Catalonia and other parts of the country showed the level of interest in

this theme. The success of the day was due in equal parts to the content of the

presentations and AsF projects.

Board of Management

Agreements

• Session of 2 July 2001. Approval of the devising and the signing of an

agreement with University of Campinas (Brazil) in the area of international

cooperation.

Approval of the definitive design for the database of AsF aid workers’.

• Session of 17 September 2001. Approval of motion not to give access to

database of members to Cordoba City Council given that permission has not

been given by each member.

Unanimous approval of the Aid Worker’s Constitution.

• Session of 15 October 2001. No agreements to report. The meeting was

spent on the organisation of the 1st AsF Workshops .

• Session of 11 November 2001. No agreements to report. The meeting was

spent on the assessment of the 1st AsF Workshops  and the meeting with the

Section of Professional Archival Associations of the International Archives

Council.

Membership

New members:

Naoemí Aluja Llort
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City of Barcelona Archive – Sants Montjuic District (corporate member)

M. Antònia Balsells i Font

Montserrat Canela i Garayoa

M. Assumpció Colomer i Arcas

Joan Domingo Basora

Vicent Gil Vicent

IAD, S.A: (corporate member)

Alfonso Ruiz Cagigal

TECNODOC S.A. (corporate member)

Lluís Salvador Ugalde

Jaume Enric Zamora i Escala

Board of Management of AsF:

President:

Vice-president:

Secretary:

Treasurer:

Aid workers member:

Publications member:

African Projects member:

European and Hispano-American Projects member:

Coordination of Spanish Representatives member:

Training member:

Board of Directors email: arxiverssf@yahoo.es.

Items of interest

No hace falta traducir los títulos de los documentos

Notices

III Seminars on the Management of Documental Herita ge

Cordoba (Spain) 26 and 27 October 2002
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The 3rd Seminar on the Management of Documental Heritage will take place in

Cordoba on October 26 and 27 2002. The seminar will be dedicated to archives in

provincial administration areas. Among other themes, historical provincial archives,

archives of provincial courts and civil government archives will be covered. AsF is

assisting with the organisation of the seminars.

For more information, contact the Congress Secretary:
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